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Film Story Editors 


Anti-Nazi Themes; B.0. Reactions 


. 


Jitters Over 








Hollywood, May 9. 


Studio story editors are jittery 
over the current deluge of spy, ref- 
ugee and anti-Nazi stories. Many of 
the yarns would make good pictures 
under present conditions, but there 
is no way of telling which way the 
diplomatic cat will. jump. Sudden 
declaration of war or conclusion of a 
peace treaty would ruin their market 
value. 

Being held back are ‘The Magi- 
not Line’ by Edward Small and 
*Concentration Camp’ by Warners. 
Meanwhile the editors are wonder- 
ing what to do about ‘Who Is My 
Brother?’, ‘Address Unknown’ and a 
flood of others in the same vein. 

Walter Wanger, after some stall- 
ing, is dusting off ‘Personal History,’ 
Vincent Sheehan’s anti-dictator story 
which has been on the shelf for a 
year. John Meehan is working on 
the script for summer production. 

Activities of German-American 
bunds are exposed in ‘Boycott,’ slated 
to start June 5 at Warners. Lya Lys 
heads the cast. WB has also just ac- 
quired ‘Underground Road,’ by Ed- 
win Justus Mayer and Oliver H. P. 
Garrett. 

Erich Maria Remarque’s ‘The 
Heroes’ has been taken by Metro for 
Spencer Tracy, Robert Taylor and 
Margaret Sullavan. Story deals with 
Jewish political refugees from Ger- 
many. 

Liberty mag yarn, ‘I Married a 
Nazi,’ has been bought by 20th-Fox. 
It’s coming out in book form under 
the title, ‘Swastika.’ 


K. C. Beef on ‘Nazi Spy’ 
Kansas City, May 9. 
A 100-name petition protesting 
‘Confessions of Nazi Spy’ at Orpheum 
was taken before Mrs, E. C. Walton, 
city censor, Monday afternoon (8) 
by Herman Gastreich, editor of the 
(Continued on page 45) 


Kirkland Fights Qusting 
Of ‘Someone’ on Charge 
It’s ‘Vulgar and Lewd’ 


Attempts of Martin Jones to oust 

Must Love Someone,’ Vanderbilt, 
N. Y., resulted in Jack Kirkland, 
author and producer of the play, 
applying for a restraining order. 
Jones and associates operate the 
house under the title of the Van- 





e 





doimar Theatre Corp. and they con- 
tend ‘Someone’ is vulgar and lewd. | 
Kirkland, however, contends the 
nature of his play was well known 
to the house management when it 
moved to the Vanderbilt April 24) 
from the Longacre. 

It appears that when the show 
moved, Jones took exception to the 
ads inserted in the dailies. Em-| 
Phasis was placed on the billing of 

Oradora Sextette, upon which the | 
Play is based. ‘Sex’ was in capitals 
and ‘tette’ in smaller type. Under- | 


(Continued on page 52) 


A Bit Premature 





Philadelphia, May 9. 

There’s nothing slow about 
Philly niteries. Two days be- 
fore Grover Whalen fired the 
opening gun for his Flushing 
Meadow rejuvenation, Lexington 
Casino was advertising via news- 
papers and signs: 

‘The Six Walker Girls, Direct 
from the New York World’s 
Fair.’ 








Mi LEADS "30-39; 
WB 20, 20TH 30 


End-of -Season Films May 
Raise or Qualify Certain 
Cos.—Barometer of ’38-39 
Performance, in Relation 
to the New Season’s 
Selling, at the Three- 
Quarter Mark 








ONLY 33 ABOVE PAR 





RADIO STATION 
ADDS RODEO T0 
GUITARS 


Chicago, May 9. 

WLS is going into the rodeo biz 
and on May 28 will premiere the 
WLS Rodeo in Columbus, Ind. In 
addition to the station’s regular 
yodelers and hill-billy performers, 
the show will contain regular rodeo 
trick riders, ropers and bull-doggers. 

Patsy Montana, yodeling femme, 
and Cowboy Bill Newcomb, warbler 
and trick roper, will top the show 
along with the Vagabond Cowboys’ 
band. 

Stock for the show will be sup- 
plied by the Calaveras ranch. 


COHAN BETTER ROAD 
DRAW THAN LUNTS 


Although the Lunts drew a slightly 
greater total gross on tour than did 
‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ the George 
M. Cohan show would have easily 
been the topper had it played longer. 
Stand for stand, ‘Right’ was far the 
better draw, averaging $33,000 
weekly for 20 weeks, total touring 
gross being $667,467. 

Lunts were out for 28 weeks, aver- 
age weekly takings being $24,000 and 
the total $673,413. 














Barrymore vs. Colt 


Providence, May 9. 

Ethel Barrymore and her daugh- 
ter, Ethel Barrymore Colt, will be 
opposite each other Friday and 
Saturday (19-20) with respective 
legit and nitery dates in Providence. 
Actress brings her ‘Whiteoaks’ to the 
Playhouse there Friday for a two- 
day stand to wind up full season tour 
that extended to the Coast and back 

Daughter is appearing all week, 
beginning Monday (15), as torcher at 
the Providence-Biltmore hotel. In a 





By JOHN C. FLINN 
Leading boxoffice films of 1938- 
39, as of late April national release 
dates, and judged by the previous 
season’s rating of their respective 
companies, based upon 100% as aver- 
age, are: 
‘Alexander’s 
(20th) 170%. 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) 168%. 
*You Can’t Take It With You’ 
(Col) 165%. 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 160%. 
‘Sweethearts’ (M-G) 143%. 
‘Jesse James’ (20th) 140%. 
‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ (WB) 
138%. 
‘Too Hot to Handle’ (M-G) 135%. 
‘Story of Vernon and Irene Cas- 
tle’ (RKO) 125%. 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) 125%. 
‘Out West With the Hardys’ 
(M-G) 125%. 
‘That Certain Age’ (U) 125%. 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) 125%. 


Ragtime Band’ 


THIS YEAR 


4 





First Week of N. Y. Fair Murder 
To Bway; No Relief Till June 15 





A New Worry 





There’s a new air of hopeful- 
ness amongst the habitues of 
the Palace Beach at present. All 
of them now eyeing television, 
when and if.. One of ‘em ex- 
claimed the other day: 

‘Maybe I'll get a break if my 
hair holds out!’ 


RECORD WEEKLY 
NUT FOR TWO 
FAIR SHOWS 


Billy Rose’s Aquacade in the 
amusement area and Railroads on/| 
Parade, situated in the industrial ex- 
hibit area at the N. Y. World’s Fair, 














Broadway’s big b.o. whodunit is 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, which, con- 
versely, has blasted midtown instead 
of helping it. That it will continue 
to do this until after June 15, or 
thereabouts, is a foregone conclu- 
sion, but why the Main Drag has hit 
bottom so deep is puzzling most 
show people, 

The answer, deduced by the more 
astute, is that Broadway has nothing 
to lure the natives, hence they're 
all turning to the Fairgrounds. 
| Broadway will hold plenty, of 
course, for the visitors once they 
start rolling in. 

But right now the Fair is 10 Coney 
Islands rolled into one, and the lo- 
; cals seem to be converging on Flush- 
ing Meadows in order to beat the 
pressure when the hinterlanders 
start coming in, 

The slump among Broadway le- 
giters is termed cataclysmic. There ig 
no doubt that the Fair rainbow 
quickly faded, yet showmen appear 
confident that legits which survive 
the month of May will benefit ulti- 





| mately. 


Tip-off on miscalculations may be 


cost $30,000 and $17,500 a week +2 | gleaned from the records of those 


operate, respectively. At such fig- 
ures, they are the most expensive | 
operations on the grounds, 

Railroads on Parade’s admission | 
is 25c-$1, with 26 Eastern Railroads, | 
which back the enterprise not figur- | 


ing to make much profit, if any, be- | 
cause of the bally for rail transpor- | 


tation. It has 4,000 seats. Rose’s 
Aquacade.js scaled 40c to $1.10, and 





From data compiled over a spread 
of nine months, commencing with 
the pre-release period of August, | 
1938, and continuing until the) 
closing weeks of April, 1939, Vartery | 
presents comparative listings of box- 
office values of feature films pro- 
duced and released by major dis- 
tributing companies during the cur- 
rent season. 

Rounding the three-quarters pole, 
with final standings to be computed 
in the late summer, at the end of the 
film year—Aug. 31—the standings | 
are issued at this time as an aid to 
exhibitors who are starting negotia- 

(Continued on page 4) 


RADIO ALL-VITAL IN 
RALLYING DEMOCRACY 


Washington, May 9. 

Center of radio’s international op- 
eretions was shifted to Washington 
during recent European shenanigans. 
With NBC setting the pace, the webs 
are being flattered by the diplomats, 
who see in radio the most potent 
weapon for mobilizing public opin- 
ion, both here and abroad, in the 
stop-Hitler movement. 

All chains have become wrapped 
up in diplomacy, while keeping an 
eye on the various developments 
overseas, and are going to new ex- 
tremes in carrying special programs 


in which participants at widely- 














few weeks she takes her itinerant 
legit troupe, the Jitney Players, to | 


| Eagles Mere, Pa., for the summer. 


separated spots aid the so-called | 
‘Democracy Bloc.’ 


has 10,000 capacity. | 


A total of 61 stagehands, all mem- 
bers of Local No, 4, Brooklyn is em- | 
ployed to handle the Railroads show. | 
In setting up the show, a 30-ton 
crane was required to place one of 
the larger sets in place. 


The stagehands are getting $12 a | 
day on six-hour shifts and are on a) 
six-day basis. Some of the men are. 
working overtime or doing more 


than one shift daily. 





agencies which booked trips to New 
York. One of the leading enter- 
prises frankly gave the figure. This 
agency booked 104,000 reservations, 
inclusive of hotel accommodations 
and theatre tickets up to last week, 
The gimmick is that only 4,000 are 
coming during the first month of the 
Fair—May, 
Maybe 3d Fair Year 
The Fair is here for two years, 


| according to those who have in- 


— coin in the Flushing meadows, 
and a third year is not improbable. 
Some of the buildings at the Fair 
are anything but temporary struc- 
tures, and at least one concession is 
air-conditioned. 

It is expected that the world’s 
greatest exposition will average 
217,000 persons daily, or more than 
aouble the attendance to date. There 

(Continued on page 54) 
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British Entertaimments Seen Folding 
If War Comes, to Avoid Congregating 


London, May 9. 





intaihinaiaiaaiilaaee + 
War jitters. in Europe have given Blumenthal May Now 


British showmen cause to contem- 
plate the possible effect a conflict 
invloving the U. K. would have on 
all U. K. entertainment places. Im- 
mediate closure of all entertainments 
in U. ‘K.—except radio—is probable, 
they believe. Situation is governed 
entirely by fear of air attack, and | 
government plans for dispersion of | 
populations in all congested areas | 
means theatres won’t have a chance. |} 

Fact that show business throve | 
during the World War, especially in 
later years, is regarded as no pre- 
cedent, as air menace had not then | 
grown to its present terrifying pro- | 
portions; nor is any mitigation seen 
in the fact the theatres and film 
houses of Madrid and Barcelona | 
stayed open during the Spanish war, | 
because it is feared here the car- | 
nage would be many times greater 
than there. 

Varus sections of show biz have 
had and are having parleys with the 
Home Office, and fo. the major part 
strict secrecy is being demanded by 
the government department. It is 
known, though, a clear indication 
has been given that all theatres 
would be compelled to go dark, al- 
though as national organization im- 
proved it might be possible for them 
to go into action once more on a 
limited basis, especially as entertain- 
ment becomes a vital necessity in 
time of conflict. 

Motion picture section has gone 
farthest forward with its prepara- 
tions, and, in fact, exhibitors are in 
constant touch with the Home Office, | 
in each case reporting back to its | 
members on developments by meet- | 
ings from which the Press is ex- | 
cluded. Plans, too, are said to have 
been laid for evacuation of War- 
dour street, where distribution is 
concentrated, as was don2 during the 
crisis of last September. 

Anxiety also exists on the produc- 
tion side, where, it’s thought, com- 
pulsory closure of theatres will be 
the blow to kill the industry. Stu- 
dios are already resigned to shutting 
down, except in cases where they | 
might operate for production of | 
prepaganda films for the govern- | 
ment. 

Legit interests have toyed with a! 
plan of subdividing London into 
zones which could be opened or 
closed at will, though this has been 
frowned on by the government as 





} 
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dispersion preparations. 


‘question as the court saw 





| artists, 
impracticable and likely to impede | others associated with the film busi- 


Sue Par in England 


Reversing a 





ruling by N. Y. 


Supreme Court Justice Samuel I. | 


Rosenman, made March 3, the Ap- 
pellate Division on Friday (5) va- 
cated an injunction which would 
prevent Ben Blumenthal from bring- 
ing suit against Paramount Pictures, 
Inc., in London, 

Blumenthal had sought to bring 
action to recover alleged commis- 
sions due him for the sale of Para- 
mount British theatres, and for al- 
leged breach of contraet in which 
Paramount agreed not to interfere 
with his negotiations. 

In reversing the injunctive deci- 


Back from Abroad, Jock 
Whitney Heads West Soon 


John Hay Whitney returned to 
New York from a short European 
trip on Monday (8). He made a sur- 
vey of television progress in Eng- 
land and recently purchased $50,000 
of convertible notes of the Allan Du 
Mont Television Co. of N. J. 

When he arrives at the Coast next 
Monday (15) Whitney expects to put 
his signature on the new Selznick 
International-UA picture deal which 
is a_ short-term picture-to-picture 
arrangement and does not call for 
distribution of more than three films. 


NEELY DAYLIGHT 
SWITCH WOULD 
HIT THEATRES 


———— 








sion the Appellate Division, in a 


3-2 decision declared, ‘There is not/| 
the | 


the slightest intimation that 
plaintiff in his English suit has com- 
menced his action maliciously or 
without probable cause.” The only 
it was 
‘the balance of convenience’ between 
the two parties as to where the ac- 
tion should be commenced. 
Blumenthal has already started ac- 


tion against Oscar Deutsch, head of 


Odeon theatres of London, on this 


‘action, and his moving papers indi- 


cate that he will seek to examine 
Max Schach, William Greve, J. C. 
Graham, David Rose, Deutsch and 
George Elcock there to prove his 
point. 





Yankees Win Awards 
In France for ‘Bests’ 
Shown There in 1938 


Paris, May 1. 

Of all! foreign films distributed in 
France, the Yank product is the 
best liked and deserves the highest 
rating. This was indicated by the 
newly formed French Academie du 
Film, which has made awards for the 
best foreign films and foreign per- 
formances shown in France during 
1938. The academy, which is com- 
posed of 150 journalists, technicians, 
sculptors, directors and 


ness, did not award four of the 14 


insistence that entertainment is | Scheduled prizes as. it had not fin- 


necessary in wartime would be met 
largely by radio. If anything, BBC 
light programs would be intensified. 
National service plan aims at people 
bolting into their homes and barring 
themselves inside gas-proof cham- 
bers, in which case the radio set 





ished its findings. 

American films or players took the 
following prizes: 

1. Charlie Chaplin prize for gen- 
eral technical and acting excellence, 
‘Dead End’ (UA. Goldwyn). 

2. Maurice Stiller grand prize for 


would be one means of supplying re- | best drama, ‘Night Must Fall’ (M-G). 


laxation. 


Broadcasting studios were | 


3. Grand prize for comedy, ‘You 


long since planned for use in such ©2"'t Take It With You’ (Col). 


an emergency, and the London out- 
fit has been duplicated so that broad- 


casting could be continued in bomb- 


proof studios underground. 


oo) ware == eee 


Par’s Common Stock 
Dividend of 15c, Ist 
Since the Co.’s Reorg 


The Paramount common stock, pa- 








tiently waiting for its first dividend, | 
comes in for one of 15c. per share, | 


payable July 15 to holders of record 
June 30. It’s the first post-reorgani- 
zation divvy. This action was taken 
yesterday (Tues.) by the company’s 


board, which at same time declared ; 


regular dividend of $1.50 on first 
preferred and 15c. on second pre- 
ferred stocks, these payable, how- 
ever, on July 1 to stock-owners of 
record June 15. 

Reason for difference in dates in 
paying div on common is due to con- 


ditions under which preferred stocks | 


are convertible into common. 


During past three years Par and. 


its subsidiaries have reduced inter- 
est-bearing indebtedness by over 
$10,000,000, board announced. Over 
the same period more than 111,000 
shares of first preferred and over 
89,000 of second preferred have been 
converted into common, amounting 
to a reduction of over $12,000,009 
par value of senior shares. 

In three years, also, Par has paid 
up all dividend arrearages on both 


preferred stocks, bringing payments | 
up to date. Amount shelled in div-| 


idends on these stocks amounts to 
approximately $7,000,000. 


| 4. Marie Dressler prize for best 
| feminine interpretation, Bette Davis 
for her work in ‘Jezebel’ (WB). 

| 4. Warner Oland prize for best 
|masculine’ interpretation, Robert 
| Montgomery in ‘Night Must Fall.’ 





James Roosevelt Flies 
' To Coast UA Convention 


| James Roosevelt, Goldwyn v. pP., 
arrived in New York from Europe 
on Monday (8) and flew to the Coast 
yesterday Tuesday to attend the UA 
sales meeting in Los Angeles. Execu- 
tives made no comment on reported 
conversations with Alexander Korda 
‘or about Samuel Goldwyn-UA suit. 


Roosevelt handled openings of 
Goldwyn’s ‘Wuthering Heights’ in 
London, Paris and Brussels and met 
UA sales representatives in those 
cities, 


The film industry is still attempt- 
ing to digest the move of Senator 
Matthew M. Neeley in introducing a 
Federal daylight saving bill in the 
Senate last Thursday (4). Neely is 
parent of the anti-block booking 
measure presently before Congress. 
Neely’s long-pending bill, which 
would vastly change the method of 
selling product te theatres, obviously 
was intended to help independent 
exhibitors. Which is why industry 
chieftains are trying to figure out 
some reasonable explanation for his 
measure, which would make daylight 
saving mandatory in this country. 
Such a statute, in the opinion of 
showmen, would make him unpopu- 
lar with the rank and file of exhib- 
itors who never have liked daylight 
saving wherever it was placed in 
effect. 

In Michigan, which has no day- 
light saving, Allied is very strong. 
It was Allied which backed the 
Neely block-booking bill. 

Latest Neely measure is viewed 
possibly as a change of front on the 
part of the vigorous senator, who has 
been fighting for the indies’ cause for 
several years now without getting a 
final vote on his booking bill. 





Bill Looks Cold 
Washington, May 9. 

Death of the Neely bill was taken 
for granted in Senate circle last week 
as Democratic bosses surveyed the 
legislative slate and the prospects for 
going home. Although the session 
may drag on for several weeks, con- 
sideration of the film reform meas- 
ure is not included in the tentative 
business to be tackled prior to ad- 
journment. With the government 
printing office swamped, official rec- 
ord of last month’s hearings is not 
expected to be available for four or 
five weeks. No chance the subcom- 
mittee will get together without the 
printed account of testimony by the 
parade of witnesses. 

Though Senator Neely will apply 
pressure, majority of his colleagues 
on the committee are reported hos- 
tile this year. 


WLS, Chi, Talent Exec 
West for Deal Talks 
With Yates of Republic 


Chicago, May 9. 

Earl Kurtze, chief of the WLS Ar- 
tists Bureau, heads for the Coast this 
week for a look-see and for confabs 
with Herb Yates, Republic pictures 
exec, on the screening of several 
WLS performers. 

While Kurtze is west, his son, 
Larry, sits in on the Artists Bureau 








locally. When his father returns, 
Larry Kurtze goc_ to Hollywood to 
take cver, while Dan Wadhams, 


manager of the Artists Bureau office 











on the Coast, takes a month’s vacash. 





Other News of Interest to Films 
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Warners and Metro 


Wednesday, May 10, 1939 


Having ItEasy 














In Northwest Selling of 39-40 Films 


Towne-Baker-Herzbrun 
Productions for RKO 


Hollywood, May 9. 

RKO has signed a deal with Gene 
Towne’s the Play’s the Thing Pro- 
ductions for four pictures annually 
on a unit production basis. Towne 
heads the new outfit, with Graham 
Baker, his writing partner the past 
five years, vice-pres. Henry Herz- 
brun, recently at Paramount in pro- 
duction charge, is secretary and on 
the directorate. 


Towne is now east completing the | 
story setup for the four pictures, all | 
to carry ‘A’ budgets. He will have 
the final say on directors, writers and 
actors on the pictures. 








Addition of the Towne-Baker pic- 
tures to RKO, along with possibly 
other units, 39-40 may materially in- 
crease the total number of produc- 
tions to be sold next season. Com- 
plete schedule will not be decided on 
until the return of George J. Schae- 
fer from the Coast in two weeks. 

RKO’s sales convention will take 
place June 19-22 at the Westchester 
Biltmore Country Club in Rye, N. Y. 


Sol Lesser Builds Spot 
In Bevhills for 8 Units 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Sol Lesser has approved plans for 
a $100,000 office building in Bev- 
erly Hills to house eight motion pic- 
ture executive units. Lesser’s own 
company and the Ernest Lubitsch 
Corp. are already slated for perma- 
nent occupancy. 

Tentative date of completion is 
Sept. 1. 











Samuels Back to H’wood 
After Long British Stay 


Lesser Samuels, scenarist for Gau- 
mont-British in London for three 
and a half years, returned to the 
States last week and leaves for Hol- 
lywood tomorrow (Thursday) or 
Friday (12). Future plans on the 
Coast are not indicated. 

Prior to leaving London, Samuels 
did ‘I Can Take It,’ legit piece star- 
ring Jessie Matthews, which is now 
touring England. 


Fitzgibbon Improving 


J J. Fitzgibbon, general manager 
of Famous Players-Canadian, is 
making satisfactory progress at St. 
Mary’s hospital, Rochester, Minn. 

He underwent a serious operation 
at the Mayo Bros. clinic there for 
spleen trouble and probably will not 
be able to return to Toronto, where 
he makes headquarters, for a couple 
weeks or longer. 











SAILINGS 


May 20 (New York to Rio) S. R. 
Kent (Brazil). 

May 17 -(London to New York), 
Frich Pommer, (Queen Mary). 

May 13 (New York to Paris) Rob- 
ert Dirler (Ile de France). 

May 12 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
Pauline Lord, Ian Keith ‘] ‘onterey). 

May 10 (New York to London), 


Ms. and Mrs. Ernest Emerling 
(Queen Mary). 
May 8 (Loudon to New York), 


Lady Marguerite Strickland (Nor- 
mandie). 

May 6 (New York to London), 
Tiornton Wilder, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Edwards (Britannic). 

May 5 (‘London to New York), 
Gilbert Frankau, Mr. and Mrs. Spen- 
ce. Tracy (Washington), 

May 4 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
Shirley Temple, Lola Lane, Anna 
May Wong (Matsonia). 

May 3 (San Francisco to Syd- 
ney), Charlotte Greenwood, Martin 
Broones, Russell Fillmore, Romaine 
Callender, Isabel Withers, Wendy 
Atkin, Charles Martin (Mariposa). 





ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
James Roosevelt, John Hay Whit- 
ney, Mrs. Ruth Selwyn, Mr. and 


Minneapolis, May 9. 

Despite the fact that only the out. 
standing pictures have been recently 
delivering at the boxoffice in a 
big way, film companies here re. 
port above-average sales of new. 
season product. The present slump 
isn’t holding exhibitors back from 
buying, according to the branch 
managers. Independent theatre own. 
ers outside the Twin Cities are clos. 
ing their deals the same as though 
conditions were normal. The gen. 
eral feeling seems to be that a turn 
for the better can’t be far off. 

Metro and Warners are having the 
easiest sailing in selling new-sea- 
son product. Independent exhibi- 
tors in this territory buy on past 
performances, and the trade agrees 
that during the past year the two 
aforementioned companies have far 
outdistanced the rest of the field in 
delivering. 

Otherwise there is the usual sea- 
sonal grumbling that certain com- 
panies have raised the number of 
pictures in the upper classifications 
considerably, thus boosting aggre- 
gate film costs. 


DeMille Hurries Back 
To Finish N. Y. Fair Film 


After several conferences during 
the past week with Will Hays in New 
York, Cecil B. de Mille is hurrying 
back to Hollywood to assemble and 
put into screening form the picture 
which will be shown free at the 
World’s Fair by the film industry, 
‘Cavalcade of America.’ It was to 
have been ready for the Fair open- 
ing. 

De Mille left New York Friday (5) 
for Louisville to attend the Derby 
the following day, flying. Immedi- 
ately after the race he left for Hol- 
lywood, cancelling prior plans to 
come back east to see plays and va- 
cation a week or two. 

Considerable stuff has been shot on 
the Coast for ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
to tie in with assembled material 
from various films of the past. 


Final and 14th R. C. Bldg. 


Last piece of construction work on 
the Rockefeller Center development 
was begun last week, with clearing 
of land site at 48th street and 6th 
avenue, N. Y. This is the final and 
14th unit and will consist of a 20- 
story office building. 

When all completed, Rockefeller 
Center it is estimated will house 
more than 30,000 workers. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Eddie Albert. 
Joan Bennett. 
Walter Damrosch. 
Joan Danton. 
Alan Dinehart, Jr. 
Jose Ferrer. 

Billy Gilbert, 

Uta Hagen. 

Will H. Hays. 
Jerry Horwin. 
William B. Jaffe. , 
Harry Lang. 
Patricia Morison. 
Louis Notarius, 
Lynne Overman, 
Alfred Paschall. 
John Payne. 

Cole Porter. 
James Roosevelt. 
Jimmy Saphier. 
Mrs. Ruth Selwyn. 
Carol Stone. 
Deems Taylor, 
Irene Tedrow. 
Dorothy Vernon. 
John Hay Whitney. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


A. C. Blumenthal. 
Harry Cohn. 

Brian Donlevy. 

Glenda Farrell. 
Virginia Field. 

William Gargan. 
Edmund Goulding. 
Jascha Heifetz. 

Robert Hirschorn. 
Sidney Howard. 
Marsha Hunt. 

Erich Wolfgang Korngold, 
Carl Laemmle, Jr. 
Maud Miller. 

Frank Morgan. 

James Seward. 

Donald Ogden Stewart. 
Gladys Swarthout. 























Mrs. Sergei Rachmaninoff, Moshe 





Menuhin, Robert Florey, Flora Ma- | 
hieu, Duke Ellington and band. 


Jean Travers. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Warner. 
‘Varren William. 
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Grosses Nationally 


But Fear 2 Fairs 


vv 


Bit Ahead of '38, 
Will Hurt Later On 





While theatre operating sources re- 
port that grosses so far this year, 
from Jan. 1 to the present, show a 
slight increase over the same period 
in 1938, fears are felt that the New 
York and San Francisco fairs will 
have a reverse effect on business this 
summer. If it comes to any ap- 
preciable extent, the dip would be 
deepest from about June 15 through 
Labor Day, when schools are out and 
vacations are on in big numbers, it 
is believed. 

The San Francisco fair, in action a 
couple months, has not helped local 
business there, but rather has 
knocked it off considerably. Mean- 
time, the N. Y. expo, now in its sec- 
ond week, has cut into business in 
New York and surrounding towns, 
but believed that a little later on 
when the heavy crush of the fair vis- 
itors begins, both in N. Y. and Frisco, 
the story may be different in these 
cities. A question among the film 
theatre operators is whether the 
tourists are going to want to see pic- 
tures that they can see in their home 
towns unless policies also include 
stage shows which they don’t have 
back home. Radio City Music Hall 
in N. Y. alone is figured as a prob- 
able ‘must’ with the out-of-towners, 
regardless of pictures on tap. Nabes 
certaintly stand to suffer, it is felt. 


When an average is struck for the 
whole country, the grosses up 
through the past weekend are ahead 
of last year by a possible 5%, though 
not believed over that. The business 
may be adversely affected, as it is, 
in New York and some other spots, 
but the average is brought up to beat 
last year through healthier condi- 
tions in other territories. 


Past weekend (Saturday and Sun- 
day) was one of the warmest in his- 
tory for May 6-7 everywhere east of 
the Mississippi, yet this, together 
with effect of the N. Y. Fair in near- 
by communities, daylight saving, etc., 
did not cause much strain. While one 
town might be down a little, others 
were up. This includes situations 
close to New York from which 
Whalen’s show might be drawing at 
the beginning. 

Reliable figures would indicate 
that Saturday (6) ran well ahead of 
the same Saturday last year when an 
average for the entire country is 
considered, but that Sunday (7) was 
a little behind the corresponding 
Sunday in ’38. Average for the two 
days on the weekend, however, 
would put the increase over the same 
days a year ago at around 2%. 


If it wasn’t the weather mostly, it 
may be that grosses dropped Sun- 
day (7) in many spots convenient to 
N. Y. due to Fair patronage. Current 
good product is helping to protect 
the situation somewhat, but what 
may happen later is a question. 

Operating opinion is that picture 
business throughout the country, 
notably in the smaller towns, may 
very likely be affected because of 
both the N. Y. and S. F. fairs during 
the height of the summer and over 
holidays such as July 4 and Labor 
Day. 

Exhibs are of the opinion that the 
distributors should make the best 
possible product available early this 
summer, particularly over holidays, 
60 that any b.o. decline may be 
fought vigorously. 





Lesser’s Added $616 Tax 


Tap Incl. $2 Dog License, 


Washington, May 9. 

Refusal of the government to allow 
income tax deductions on a $2 dog 
license and other more costly extrav- 
agances resulted Monday (8) in Sol 
Lesser, motion picture producer, 
agreeing to pay $616 additional on 
his 1934 income. 

Lesser signed a stipulation with 
the Board of Tax Appeals submitting 
to the extra charge. Feds disallowed 
the dog tax charge and $1,351 which 
the producer attempted to deduct for 
automobile expenses of his wife, plus 
$4,062 which the Lessers previously 
paid attorneys for fighting the gov- 
ernment tax artists. 


wv 





Some Fancy Grosses 





The actual world gross in rent- 
als on ‘The Singing Fool,’ an 
early talker made by Warner 
Bros., was $5,840,000, which puts 
it only $900,000 behind ‘Snow 
White’ instead of $2,000,000, as 
given out by the Disney-RKO 
people. 

‘Snow White’ figure released 
was $6,740,000. Another early 
Warner talker, “The Jazz Singer,’ 
which received terrific rentals, 
was up near ‘Singing Fool’ in 
distribution returns, being close 
to $5,000,000. 


COLUMBIA'S 40 
FILMS FOR 
1939-40 


Columbia Pictures is announcing 
program of 40 features, 16 westerns, 
four serials, two series of 2-reel 
shorts and 12 series of single reelers 
at its sales convention in Atlantic 
City today (Wed.) Budget for this 
program has been considerably in- 
creased over last year and will in- 


clude a minimum of 15 high-bracket 
productions. 

Two Wesley Ruggles productions 
are scheduled, two Frank Lloyd pic- 
tures, one Frank Capra, two Joe E. 
Brown, four Jack Holts, one Mrs. 
Martin Johnson production and sev- 
eral other pictures by Rouben 
Mamoulian and Alexander Hall. 


In his address, general sales man- 
ager Abe Montague yesterday (Tues.) 
stated it is the company’s intention to 
distribute product for single bill as 
well as dual bill houses. Montague 
rapped stand of other major dis- 
tributors who are attacking the 
double-feature ‘evil’ and then adver- 
tise issuance of special groups of 
‘twin bill’ programs. 

Montague also stated Columbia 
will live up to all the clauses of the 
new trade practice agreement. Be- 
cause of its decentralization policy, 
local sales forces will be in a posi- 
tion to individually handle any code 
problems that come up without fre- 
ferring disputes to the home office. 

Home office delegation attending 
the confab include v.p. Jack Cohn, 
Montague, Rube Jackter, Joseph 
McConville, Lou Weinberg, Louis | 
Astor, Max Weisfeldt, Al Seligman, 
Sam Liggett, Maurice Bergman and 
Maurice Grad. 


FANNIE BRICE WARNS 
20TH-FOX ON ‘ROSE’ 














|m-ver be any star-chamber sessions 








Fannie Brice, through Hollywood | 
counsel, served a legal letter of ob- | 
jection on 20th Century-Fox Film | 
when production plans on ‘Rose of 
Washington Square’ were first an- 
nounced. The comedienne wanted to) 
make sure that nothing in her pri-| 
vate life was infringed upon in the 
plot structure having to do with the | 
‘My Man’ song sequence, or any 
analogy to her marital life as Mrs. | 


Nicky Arnstein. | 


The 20th-Fox legalists in New 
York have done nothing about it. 


H. M. Warner in New Yor 


With several undisclosed things on | 
his mind, Harry M. Warner and} 








NTO EFFECT 





THAT'S A PRIMARY 
AIM RIGHT NOW 


Arbitration Wrinkles to Be) 
Ironed Out—Rodgers Try- | 
ing to Push It to Conclu- 
sion—N. Y. Allied’s Open 


Forum on Trade Practices 





INDIES’ STANCE 





Major developments in connection 
with the trade practices code, on 
which arbitration is being carefully 
discussed, so that no mistakes will 
be made in setting it up right, in- 
clude the following: 

1. William F. Rodgers, general 
sales manager of Metro, plans to 
meet this week with other distribu- 
tor members of the committee as 
well as attorneys to go over arbi- 
tration recommendations and other 
points. 

2. Max A. Cohen, president of Al- 
lied Theatre Owners of New York, 
State, declares an open forum will be 
held May 25 in New York on not only 
the code, but also on question on 
whether the industry is capable of 
regulating itself from within. 

3. Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. of N. Y., neaded by Harry 
Brandt, while endorsin,, the code in 
general, wants unaffiliated, simon- 
pure indies or neutral persons on ar- 
bitration boards to maxe awards. 

4. Rodgers makes strong point of 
necessity to set up arbitration ma- 





chinery that will not throw favors 
to either the distributor side or the | 
exhibitors so that it won’t die of its | 
own weight. 

5. Film contracts may o* may not | 
include the agreement reached con- 
cerning the functioning of arbitra- 
tion, 

6. Allied States Assn., which has 
taken no action on the code one way 
or another, may be urged by local 
units in its setup to adopt a more 
liberal attitude toward it. 

The open forum, which Allied The- 
atre Owners of N. Y. has decided 
upon, reflects a position on the part 
of Cohen, its president, and others 
in the organization that may go a 
long way toward paving the way for 
more complete accord on self-regu- 
lation. 

Cohen states that the forum, on 
the third day of its convention dated 
for May 23-25, will be open to any 
exhibitor desiring to attend, regard- 
less of whether he is a member of 
N. Y. Allied or not. He adds that 
any distributor representatives, as 
well as newspapermen, will be wel- 
come and all will have an oppor- 
t-.nity to have the floc. for discus- 
sion. Believing that there should 


among exhibitor organizat:ons, Cohen 
declared that trade-paper represent- 
atives also will be welcome all three 
days of the convention and a press 
table will be provided for them. 
They may take active part in the 
sessions to make suggestions or ask 
questions, the Allied president has | 
decided, 

‘The important thing,’ says Cohen, 
‘is to determine whether we are | 
able to govern ourselves as an in- | 
dustry. Sentiment of New York Al- | 
led always is to try to make con- | 

| 
| 





structive progress. What els? is an 
© ganization for?’ 
N. Y¥. Allied’s Attitude 

Cohen believes, as other leaders 
do, that the code is a stey forward, 
but hastens to add that with Allied | 
of N. Y. it is not a qrestion of ac- | 
cepting or rejecting the last draft of | 
t.ade practices submitted by the dis- | 
tributors since that is something | 
which is strictly up to each exhibi- | 


tor. He echoes the opinions of oth- | 
et in indicating that if an exhibitor 


his 1939-40 contract, it’s personally | 
up to him. It is belie ed generally | 
that this will become the ultimate | 
‘vay the code will be adopted. Should | 
an exhibitor not want any of the| 


| gram for Monday night was a pre- 


Film Firms Promise No Reprisals, 


So U.S. May Disclose Names of Indies 
Who Figure in the Anti-Trust Case 





. 


Lawyers Can’t Lose 





Probability of the start of the 
actual trial of the Government 
anti-trust action against the ma- 
jor companies was revealed yes- 
terday (Tues.) to be the month 
of October. It is believed that 
David L. Podell, who spoke for 
the Department of Justice on 
Friday (5), will act as trial coun- 
sel. Trial is expected to last a 
full year, with the U. S. taking 
four months to present its side 
of the case. 

An interesting feature is that 
even if the majors should win a 
complete victory, millions in fees 
to their attorneys will probably 
be handed out. 


GOLD-SCHLAIFER 
ELEVATED T0 
UA VPS 


Hollywood, May 9. 

United Artists will spend in excess 
of $3,000,000 advertising and exploit- 
ing a minimum of 32 pictures on the 
1939-40 program, it was announced 
at Monday’s (8) opening business 
session of the UA sales convention 
by Murray Silverstone. The direc- 
tor of world-wide operations for the 
company was principal speaker at 
initial session. Giving convention- 
eers an earful of inside dope and 
figures, and referring to the present 
season as the biggest in the history 
of the organization. 

Announcement of the elevation of 
Harry L. Gold and L. Jack Schlaifer, 
eastern and western sales chiefs re- 
spectively, to vice presidencies, was 
also made by Silverstone. Bonus 
checks of $250 each and 100% club 
buttons were awarded to 15 field 
workers by Schleifer. 

Production plans were outlined by 
six of the 11 producers Monday 
afternoon and by the balance this 
(Tuesday) morning. Close to 200 
home office execs, district and 
branch managers, salesmen and pro- 
ducer reps are in attendance. 

Business sessions continue through 
Wednesday (10), with entire party 
leaving that night for San Francisco, 














where on Thursday the company 
plays host at the Golden Gate expo- 
sition on Treasure Island. 

Mary Pickford was hostess at a 
lawn party given on grounds at! 
| Pickfair Sunday afternoon, assisted | 
| by a number of UA producers and | 
studio execs. Entertainment pro- | 
view of ‘Four Feathers,’ Alexander 
Korda’s first production for the UA 
1939-40 program. Tonight (Tues- | 
day) delegates were tendered dinner 
at the Earl Carroll nitery. | 


FLEMING BACK WITH 
WIND, 6 WEEKS TO GO 


Hollywood. May 9. | 

Victor Fleming resumed direction 
of David O. Selznick’s ‘Gone With | 
the Wind’ yesterday (Monday) after | 
a week’s illness. Sam Wood, who 
had been pinch-hitting, returned to | 
the Metro lot. 
Picture requires about six weeks | 








| wants the proposals of the code in| more shooting. 





| 
M-G Renews J. W. Ruben 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Metro has renewed the producer | 


Mrs. Warner arrive in New York! provisions of the cote to apply in contract of J. Walter Ruben. 


from the Coast today (Wed.). 


buying 1939-40 film, no organization | 


He tees up “Thunder Afloat’ as his 


Head of the Warner Bros. organi-| to which he belongs could compel next. Ralph Wheelwright yarn will 
zation is avoiding a press reception him to do otherwise—but, as Cohen | co-star Wallace Beery and Robert 


by request. 


(Continued on page 24) 


Young. George Seitz directs. 


Apparently deciding to cut the 
knot by a split decision, Federal 
Judge William Bondy in N. Y. on 
Friday (5) reserved decision on the 
application made by Paul Williams, 
special assistant attorney general, to 
rescind the order requiring the Gov- 
ernment to answer Article 8 of the 
demand for a bill of particulars. 


Article 8 was perhaps the only 
important point requested by the 
majors that the Government is un- 
willing to answer, as it will require 
giving the names and theatres of all 
independent exhibitors who, the Gov- 
ernment will claim, were coerced 
into selling out to the majors. 

Williams, and David L. Podell, 
who will probably be retained by the 
U. S. in its fight, recited the reasons 


|they felt were sufficient to re- 


scind the order. They repeated the 
allegation made previously, that 
Paramount had declined to service 
an independent theatre owner be- 
cause he had filed suit against them, 
this case being one in North Da- 
kota. They told that they had 
agreed to protect the men who gave 
them information, many of whom 
are doing business with the defend- 
ants, and some of whom are actu- 
ally in the employ of the defend- 
ants. It would seriously jeopordize 
the Government’s case to reveal 
names at this time, and allow the de- 
fendants to retaliate, Williams said. 


He pointed out that when the 
judge had previously allowed this 
request in the bill, Washington had 
sent six men about the country, 
talking to the exhibitors they were 
depending on to help them at the 
trial. Most of them feared reprisals 
and begged to be protected. 


Col. William Donovan, Richard E. 
Dwight and Robert Perkins, repre- 
senting RKO, 20th Century-Fox and 
Warners spoke for the defendants. 

Donovan, as the primary spokes- 
man, declared that the Government 
was creating a bugaboo out of noth- 
ing. Besides being essential to the 
majors to have this information to 
defend, Donovan pointed out that 
since 1918, the year the Government 
has chosen as the first yaar of viola- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Top Money Filass Se Far Ths 
Season Put M-G, WB. 20th 1-2-3 





(Continued from page 1) 





tions for the new season’s (1939-40) 
product, which is being announced 
at various distributor sales conven- 
tions, 

Boxoffice reports from first runs 
in key cities, as reported weekly 


through the season by VARIETY, Sup- | 
plemented by careful estimate from | 


figures of boxoffice receipts and per- 
centage film rentals paid by subse- 
quent runs, furnish the basis for the 
comparative company ratings. 
Standings are computed on the re- 
sults of current season releases, com- 
pared with last scason’s averages of 


the same company’s films. As the 
companies sweep around the last | 
turn and straighten out into the 


home stretch, the ratings show also 


utors at the end of April. Some 
strong early summer releases, there- 
fore, are not included in the listings, 
nor is any estimate given 
probable boosting of averages. When 
the film companies flash over the 
finishing mark, three months hence, | 
the compctitive standings in several | 
instances may be altered. | 


Standings Form a Sound 
Basis of B.O. Performance | 


Standings given, therefore, form 
a sound basis for judging perform- 
ance against promise during the cur- 
rent year. They reflect also the 
comparison of public attendance at | 
the wickets with rental percentage | 
allocations set by the different dis- | 
tribuiors. 

On the whole, the top drawing 
films in nearly every instance are 
the top in film rentals. Film rental 





| towns. 
lis reflected in the receipts of ‘Out | 


| Cleared the 100% mark. 


| with several strong films, including 





percentages for the leaders fluctuate 


at 30%, 355 and 40% of boxoffice | 
receipts. 
Tabulations show that only 33); 


films of the 1938-39 releases from all 
major companies have drawn better 
than average boxoffice receipts over 
the 1938-39 ratings. The statistical 
record shows a slight decrease be- 
low the previous year’s average. 
Double-billing of features in im- 
portant money spots, first run, has 
held down receipts in many instances 
because the length of the shows pre- 
cludes turnover of business, There 
seems to be factual support for the 
contention, recently voiced by Al 
Lichtman, vice-president of Loew’s, 
Inc., that duals as a national theatre 
policy are responsible for diminish- 
ing receipts. 

On the other hand, the late winter 
releases of several of the major 
companies were disappointng finan- 
cially. With the coming of spring 
and the warmer weather, with out- 





door sport competition through 
great sections of the country and 
with two World's Fairs operating in 
New York and San Francisco, the 
hope of a revived film boxoffice im- 
mediately may not be taken too op- 
timistically. 


Metre’s Early Season 
Power Puts It No. 1 


Of the individual companies, Met- 
ro is leading—again. Despite the 





METRO 


ABOVE NORMAL 
Boys Town 160% 
Swecihearts 143% 
Too Hot to Handle 135% 
Out West With the Hardys 125% 
Marie Antoinette 122% 
Stablemates 120% 
Huckleberry Finn 117% 
Idiot’s Delight 110% 
3 Loves Has Nancy 107% 
Pygmalion 105% me 
Honolulu 100% F 


BELOW NORMAJ 


Stand Up and Fight 98% 
Great Waltz 94% 
Citadel] 90% 

Shining Hour 80% 

Ice Follies 78% 
Dramatic School 59% 


DUAL SUPPOR1 


(Mediocre, Fair) 
Vacation From Love 
Young Dr. Kildare 
Listen Darling 
Spring Madness 
Flirting With Fate 
Christmas Carol 

. Girl Downstairs 

Burn ‘Em Up O’Connor 
Four Girls in White 
Fast and Loose 


cupied. 


‘Alex’ and ‘Jesse’ the Best 





With an enviable record in 1938- 
| 39, Darryl] Zanuck has had his 
| troubles keeping pace with previous 
| production efforts, although two of 


light pulling power of some recent; 20th-Fox productions, starring Ty- 


releases, notably ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ 
‘Broadway Serenade’ and ‘Ice Fol- 
lies of 1939,’ all of them high cost 


negatives, the earlier season output} directed by Henry King. 


of Metro outstripped the same com- 
pany’s average of a year ago. 

Leading the list is ‘Boys Town,’ | 
starring Spencer Tracy and Mickey | 


Rooney. A smash in first runs, it | 
proved a potent draw also in big 
city neighborhoods and in small 


The Rooney popularity also |} 


West With the Hardys’ and ‘Stable- | 
mates,’ both in upper income brack- | 
ets. The Jeanette Macdonald-Nel- 
son Eddy combination scored with 
‘Sweethearts,’ although their in- | 
dividual s‘arring vehicles proved un- | 


v aiso | satisfactory. 
the relative positions of the distrib- | 


Clark Gable’s two films of the sea- 
son, ‘Too Hot to Handle’ and ‘Idiot's 
Delight,’ in which he co-starred with | 


| Norma Shearer, are both better than 
to the | | 


average, and ‘Honolulu,’ ‘Pygmalion’ | 
and ‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ all | 

Meiro disappointments were ‘Dra- 
matic School,’ with Luise Rainer; 
‘Iee Follies,’ with Joan Crawford,’ 
and ‘The Great Waltz,’ from which 
a great deal more had been expected. 

Metro turns into the final stretch 


‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ made in Eng- 
land: ‘It’s a Wonderful World,’ 
starring Claudette Colbert and 
James Stewart, and ‘Wizard of Oz,’ 
which may have its test showing be- 
fore the start of the new season. 


Warners Sews Up No. 2, 
Not Counting 3 Others 


Leading the rest of the pack and 
showing daylight with each succes- 
sive release, Warners has second 
place sewed up at this stage of the 
season. Current averages do not 


WARNER BROS. 


ABOVE NORMAL 
Angels With Dirty Faces 138% 
Dodge City 125% 

Dawn Patrol 115% 

Four Daughters 111% 

Brother Rat 106% 

Yes My Darling Daughter 102% 


BELOW NORMAL 


Oklahoma Kid 96% 

The Sisters 88% 

They Made Me a Criminal 86% 
Four’s a Crowd 84% 

Valley of the Giants 84% 

Hard to Get 80% 








rone Power, are on top of the list- 


ings. They are ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band’ and ‘Jesse James,’ both 





20TH CENTURY-FOX 


ABOVE NORMAL 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band 170% 
Jesse James 140% 

Kentucky 116% 
Suez 112% 
My Lucky Star 101% 

BELOW NORMAL 


Little Princess 95% 
Submarine Patrol 85% 
Straight. Place and Show 84% 
Tail Spin 83% 

Hold That Coed 75% 

3 Musketeers 75% 

Wife, Husband, Friend 73% 
Thanks For Everything 69“ 
Just Around the Corner 65% 


DUAL SUPPORT 
(Mediocre, Fair) 

Gateway 

Keep Smiling 

Speed to Burn 

Safety in Numbers (Jones Fam- 
ily) 

Time Out for Murder 

Meet the Girls 

Five of a Kind 

Mysterious Mr. Moto 

Always in Trouble 

Sharpshooters 

Road Demon 

Up the River 

Down on the Farm (Jones Fam- 
ily 

While New York Sleeps 

Charlie Chan in Honolulu 

Mr. Moto’s Last Warning 

Smiling Along 

Arizona Wildcat 

Pardon Our Nerve 

Inside Story 

Everybody’s Baby 
ily ) 

Mr. Moto in Danger Island 

Winner Take All 


e 


(Jones Fam- 








Henie, in ‘My Lucky Star,’ is rated 
better than ‘Little Princess,’ starring 
Shirley Temple, although Zanuck 
put a strong personal endorsement 
on the Temple feature, always a 
hazardous advance guess. 

Of the 54 features released by 
20th-Fox, Zanuck handles 24 this 
season under his direct supervision. 
Returns nationally are not yet in 
on ‘Alexander Graham Bell’ and 
‘Rose of Washington Square,’ al- 





Wings of the Navy 78% 
Blackwell's Island 78% 
Going Places 74% 
Heart of the North 73% 
Garden of the Moon 71% 


DUAL SUPPORT 
(Mediocre, Fair) 

Secrets of An Actress 
Broadway Musketeers 
Girls on Probatjon 
Torchy Geis Hér Man 
Nancy Drew Detective 
Comet Over Broadway 
Devil's Island 
King of the Underworld 
Off the Record 
Torchy Blane in Chinatown 
Nancy Drew Reporter 
Secret Service of Air 
Adventures of Jane Arden 





include the recently released tear- 
jerker, ‘Dark Victory,’ starring Bette 
Davis,’ the Paul Muni-Bette Davis 
co-starrer, ‘Juarez’ and ‘The Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy.’ Latter now 
in its first runs has not played suffi- 
ciently for accurate estimate. 

‘Dodge City’ got away to a smash 
start, helped tremendously by the 
big exploitation campaign. Its cur- 
rent rating may improve and even 
pass* ‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ 
which is first on the Warner list. 
Others rated high are ‘Dawn Patrol,’ 
‘Four Daughters,’ ‘Brother Rat’ and 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ Just 
under the average mark are ‘Okla- 
homa Kid,’ starring James Cagney, 
who retains his drawing power; and 
‘The Sisters,’ with Bette Davis. 

Cagney is down for another early 
release, ‘Each Dawn I Die,’ and the 
winning combination of the Lane 
sisters, with John Garfield, directed 
by Michael Curtiz, that scored with 
‘Four Daughters’ appears again 
soon in ‘A Family Affair.’ 

Through well planned showman- 








ship which expressed itself in some 


though the former stayed four weeks 
at the Roxy (N. Y.). Set for early 
release from the Zanuck studio are 
‘Young Mr. Lincoln,’ ‘White Lady 
of the Orient,’ with Alice Faye, and 
‘The Gorilla,’ with the Ritz Bros., 
whose previous ‘Three Musketeers’ 
hit a snag at the boxoffice. 

Balance of the 20th-Fox product, 
with the exception of two British- 
made films, is produced by Sol M. 
Wurtzel and aimed chiefly for the 
dual-bill market 


‘Din,’ ‘Castles,’ ‘Carefree,’ 
‘Love Affair’ RKO’s Teps 


Because of the boxoffice strength 


of ‘Gunga Din,’ ‘Vernon and Irene 
Castle,’ ‘Carefree’ and ‘Love Affair,’ 


RKO-RADIO 


ABOVE NORMAI. 
Gunga Din 168% ’ 
The Castles 125*% 
Carefree 125% 

Love Affair 119% 


BELOW NORMAI 


Room Service 93% 
Mad Miss Manton 89% 
Great Man Votes 74% 
Man to Remember 71% 
Pacific Liner 67% 


DUAL SUPPORT 
(Mediocre, Fair) 
Affairs of Annabel 
Fugitives for a Night 
Mr. Doodle Kicks Off 
Tarnished Angel 
Annabel Takes a Tour 
Peck’s Bad Boy at Circus 
Next Time I Marry 
Boy Slaves 
Fisherman’s Wharf 
Beauty for Asking 
12 Crowded Hours 
Saint Strikes Back 
Flying Irishman 








strong early spring releases, War- 
ners is in the best potential sales 


They Made Her a Spy 





Boxoffice Boys for 20th 


Sonja 


position the company has ever oc-|RKO-Radio moves up several lengths 


in the comparative standings. Like 
Warners, this company is closing fast 
and may find itself in an even more 
favorable position at the end of the 
season. Much is expected from the 
early release of ‘Little Mother,’ star- 
ring Ginger Rogers, and produced by 
Buddy DeSylva, and ‘Memory of 
Love,’ directed by John Cromwel, 
starring Carole Lombard and Gary 
Grant. 


'U’s New Management 
Ends Very Nice Ist Year 


Although most of the Universal 
product defies definite classification 
because it is shown chiefly on the 
under spots of double bills, the com- 
pany so far this season has flashed 
three better-than-average grossers. 
|Deanna Durbin carries two of these— 


UNIVERSAL 


ABOVE NORMAL 
That Certain Age 125% 
You Can't Cheat an Honest Man 
120“, 
3 Smart Girls 109% 


BELOW NORMAL 
Son of Frankenstein 91% 
Little Tough Guys in Society 
70“ 
Youth Takes a Fling 68% 


DUAL SUPPORT 
(Mediocre, Fair) 
Dark Rapture 
Freshman Year 
Personal Secretary 
Road to Reno 
Swing that Cheer 
Service De Luxe 
The Storm 
The Last Express 
Exposed 
His Exciting Night 
Strange Faces 
Secrets of a Nurse 
Swing Sister Swin; 
Newsboys Home 
The Last Warning 
Gambling Ship 
Pirates of the Sky 
Society Smugglers 
Risky Business 
Spirit of Culver 
Mystery of the White Room 





| 








Family Next Door 








‘That Certain Age’ and ‘Three Smart 
Girls Grow Up’—to good figures, and 
the Bill Fields starrer, “You Can't 
Cheat an Honest Man,’ produced by 
Lester Cowan, has proved stronger 
at the boxoffice than its earlier runs 
indicated. 

‘Son of Frankenstein’ missed the 
honorable mention class. On the 
whele, however, the first full season 
of new management at Universal 
under Nate Blumberg-Cliff Work 
shows substantial improvement. 


Korda and Garnett’s Pix 
The Pacemakers for UA 


With such strong 1938-39 releases 
as ‘Hurricane,’ ‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Dead 
End’ (all Goldwyn) and ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda’ (Selznick), it was a foregone 
conclusion that United Artists would 
have difficulty keeping to its pre- 
vious season’s paee. 

Only two UA releases in the cur- 
rent season have struck better than 


UNITED ARTISTS 


ABOVE NORMAL 
Drums 105% 
Trade Winds 103% 


BELOW NORMAL 
Made For Each Other 95% 
Algiers 95% 
Cowboy and the Lady 93% 
Young in Heart 91% 
There Goes My Heart 89% 
Duke of West Point 88% 
Blockade 72% 
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previous averages, They are 
‘Drums,’ produced in England by 
Alexander Korda, and ‘Trade Winds,’ 
the Tay Garnett feature for Walter 
Wanger. ‘Wuthering Heights’ (Geld- 
wyn) has not played enough houses 
to be figured in present tabulation 
(although a bullish potential at the 
boxoffice), and ‘Stagecoach’ (Wan- 
ger) at the b.o. has not sustained the 
enthusiastic reviews it received from 
the press. Lack of strong names in 
the cast and a trite title are the rea- 
sons given for the ‘Stagecoach’ fade. 

On the other hand, ‘Made for Each 
Other’ (Selznick) and ‘Algiers’ 
(Wanger), are fractions under 100% 
classification. 


‘Wings’ and the Recent 
‘U.P.’ Par’s Sole Boffs 


Paramount and the boxoffice have 
had a tough time getting together 
during the current season, which will 
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a =e 
go into the records as one of produc. 
tion disappointment in the company’s 
history, based upon a comparison 
with previous brilliant years. ‘Men 
With Wings,’ directed by William 
Wellman, stands alone as the com. 
pany’s single hit picture, although 
the Cecil B. DeMille railroad epie, 
‘Union Pacific, will olster the 





waning weeks of the releasing seg. 
/ son. 

| Absence of fresh screen personali- 
ties and the determination to cling to 


PARAMOUNT 


ABOVE NORMAL 
Men With Wings 103°: 
BELOW NORMAL 
Spawn of the North 87% 
Sing You Sinners 97°, 
If I Were King 96% 
St. Louis Blues 95% 
Beachcomber 93% 
Artists and Models Abroad $1% 
Paris Honeymoon 81‘; 
Cafe Society 79% 
Zaza 62° 
DUAL SUPPORT 
(Mediocre, Fair) 
Campus Confessions 
Sons of the Legion 
King of Alcatraz 
Touchdown Army 
Arkansas Traveler 
legal Traffic 
Thanks For the Memory 
Arrest Bulldog Drummond 
Say It in French 
Little Orphan Annie 
Ride a Crooked Mile 
Tom Sawyer Detective 
Disbarred 
Ambush 
Persons in Hiding 
Boy Trouble 
One Third of a Nation 
King of Chinatown 
Sudden Money 
I’m From Missouri 











— 





a revue type of filmusical are the 
two principal contributing reasons 
for Paramount's drooping production 
standards, in the opinion of film men, 
Remakes also have shown up dis- 
couragingly on the records. ‘Zaza’ 
was a disappointment, although ‘Mid- 
night’ brought back Claudette Col- 
bert to her previous popularity. 


Two other remakes are scheduled 
for early Paramount release. They 
are ‘Beau Geste’ and ‘Hotel Imperial.’ 
Jack Benny’s ‘Man About Town,’ 
ready for some weeks, will be sent 
out some time in July. 

Frank Capra’s “You Can't Take It 
With You,’ based on the George S. 


COLUMBIA 


ABOVE NORMAL 


You Can't Take It With You 
165% 


BELOW NORMAL 


I Am the Law 87% 
There’s That Woman Again 82% 


DUAL SUPPORT 
(Mediocre, Fair) 
Crime Takes a Holiday 
Flight to Fame 
Little Adventuress 
Adventure in Sahara 
Biondie 
Strange Case of Dr. Meade 
Smashing the Spy Ring 
Homicide Bureau 
Lone Wolf Spy Hunt 
North of Shanghai 
My Son Is a Criminal 
Let Us Live 
Blondie Meets the Boss 
Whispering Enemies 


DEN 








Kaufman-Moss Hart comedy, is way 
out in front of Columbia's current 
season’s output. Set for early show- 
ing is ‘Only Angels Have Wings, 
produced and directed by Howard 
Hawks. 


JOE WALSH UPPED AS 
LEON NETTER’S AIDE 


Joe Walsh, around 15 years with 
Paramount at its home office, be- 
comes chief assistant to Leon Net- 
ter, general manager of the Par the- 
atre department under Barney Bala- 
ban. The appointment becomes ef- 
fective with the departure Friday 
(12) for the Coast studio of Louis 
Notarius, film buyer-reviewer and 
statistician under Netter, who takes 
up an executive post at the Par plant 
Monday (15). 

Walsh has been assistant to Pav] 
Raibourne, head of the statistical de- 











partment in Paramount. 
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SAG's Provisos for Agents 





Hollywood, May 9. 


Scr en Actors Guild’s licensing pact for agents is now ready for negoti- 
ating committee and will include film biz managers who do agency work. 
Also disclosed in a rough draft that contracts in force before the licensing 
plan was announced expire in September, 1943. 

Other clauses in contract: No contract may be sold, transferred or as- 
signed without client’s consent; no agent is permitted to receive money for 
an actor unless given power of attorney; agent can’t share an office with 
anyone else without SAG consent; all employes must have sub-agent fran- 
chise; actor is given the right to cancel a contract if, during any period of 
four consecutive months, the actor fails to be employed or receive com- 
pensation; splitting commission with another agent is prohibited except 
with specific consent of SAG; Guild must approve Television contract with 
actor; agent agrees to accept the decisions of the Arbitration Committee 
as final and not file any court action on the issue; a franchise cost is to be 


based on agency earnings. 





Joe Schenck’s 20th 


Selling, Jack 


Warner's WB Buying Highlight S.E.C. 


Washington, May 9. 


Big March stock deals by Joseph 
M. Schenck in 20th Century-Fox 
paper and by Jack L. Warner in 
WB securities were unveiled last 
week in the semi-monthly Securities 
& Exchange Commission report on 
insiders’ market operations. Activity 
also on the part of persons in the 
know in several other film concerns. 


At a pace which has not been 
touched in film circles for many 
weeks, Schenck, chairman of the 
board, dumped 10,000 pieces of 20th- 
Fox common, Two _ 5,000-share 
batches were put on the counter 
early in March. Slicing his poke to 
108,943. Belated statement showed 
he also held 23,284 shares of $1.50 
preferred as of Dec. 30, 1938. 


Operating on a more modest scale, 
Warner picked up 8,500 shares of 


WB common in four batches. Biggest | 
block was 3,500 shares bought on} 


March 9. Holdings at the end of the 
month were 98,560 common and 
15,094 preferred. He also grabbed 
210 more shares of the latter variety 
in three deals. 

The statement showed that Wil- 
fred J. Eadies, on the 20th-Fox 
directorate, picked up his lone share 
during. March, while Sam E. Morris, 
one of the WB insiders, disposed of 
$25,000 worth of his pile of 6% 
debentures. Morris, who engaged in 
three transactions, still has $15,000 
of bonds and 3,000 shares of 
common, 

While the parent company was 
acquiring another 17 shares of 
Loew’s Boston Theatres, J. Robert 
Rubin sold 700 shares of Loew’s 
common and Leopold Friedman 
picked up 200. Latest count showed 
the parent with 99,687 shares of the 
Boston subsid. Rubin still has 33,475 
shares of common and Friedman’s 
total rose to 812. 


Hertz’s Par Pickup 


John D. Hertz reported that 
Lehman Bros., of which he is a 
partner, got back into Paramount 
Pictures in March, picking up 100 
shares, The drawer had been empty 
for some time. 

Edward A. Golden of New York 
received 550 shares of Monogram 
Pictures common, sold 50, and kept 
the other 500, while a late report 
showed George W. Weeks, another 
Mono officer, peddled 6,194 options 
for common during February. Mono- 
gram Pictures, Inc., in which Weeks 
has an interest, was revealed as 
holding 1,000 shares of Monogram 
Pictures Corp. common and 7,141 
options, 

Edward C. Delafield of New York 
wiped out his interest in General 
Theatres Equipment, selling 100 
shares of common. 

Gift of 157 Columbia Pictures 
voting trust certificates in December 
was unveiled in a report showing 
Jack Cohn received 13 shares of 
common and 771 certificates in 
March as stock dividends. Gives him 
555 shares of common and 31,631 
v.t.c.’s at the latest count. Abraham 
Schneider added two certificates by 
the stock dividend route, boosting 
his holdings of this paper to 104, 

The S. E. C. learned that Norton 
V. Ritchey, new Monogram director, 
holds 100 shares of the company’s 
common and options on 9,768 more. 
Charles D, Prutzman, recruit on the 











Runyon Gets a Call 





Hollywood, May 9. 
Metro bought Damon Runyan’s 
magazine yarn, ‘A Call on the Presi- 
dent,’ for early production by Edgar 
Selwyn. 
Melville Baker is doing the script. 





Pic Players Only Want 
To Loaf in Gotham, So 
Bernie Quits Selznick 


Back of Herman Bernie’s resigna- 
tion after a year and a half as New 
York manager for Myron Selznick’s 
eastern branch agency is a curious 
disinclination by the film names to 
extend themselves in other than film 
channels, Bernie avers that he would 
have package radio deals set for cer- 
tain names, or some fancy personal 
appearance bookings, but when they 
came east the Hollywood boys and 
girls preferred to play the 21-Stork- 
Morocco nitery circuit instead. Their 
prime objection was that the extra 
work and income only meant work- 
ing for Uncle Sam. 

Bernie found the office meant 
more of a social meeting-greeting 
headquarters for film names, many 
of them Selznick clients, en route to 
and from Europe. He’s returning to 
indie agenting after taking a month’s 
rest, Jack Chaqneau, meantime, is 
continuing the office. 


Goddard Gets ‘Titanic’ 








| 5-DAY WEEK IN S.D.G. PACT 











Producer Contract Gives Di- 
rectors, Unit Mgrs. 80% 
Guild Shop—Granted Say 


Wage Scales 





STRIKE TABU 





Hollywood, May 9. 


closes a decided trend by the pro- 
ducers to establish a five-day week 
in the film industry. Bott contracts 
provide that where first assistant di- 
rectors and unit managers are em- 
ployed by the day they shall receive 
one-fifth of the minimum weekly 
scale for each day or fraction there- 
«f worked. Old contracts with other 
crafts called for one-sixth of the 
v. -ekly minimum. 

Pact has been okayed by negotiat- 
ing committees for the two groups 
and copies forwarded to studios for 
signatures of company heads. Con- 
tract also has been okayed by the 
Ss board of directors, and will be 
formally approved by the n.ember- 
ship at dinner-meeting Sunday (21). 
Contract with the Jnit DM” nagers 
Guild was endorsed by members at 
membership meeting today (Tues) 
at which time the manager: with- 
drew from the SDG and established 
their own unit. 

Contracts call for 80% Guild shop 
for both Guilds at all times. A di- 
rector, even though he may be as- 
signed as a producer, does not lose 
his designation as a director, and 
must be counted in 80% quota. 

On features costing in excess of 
$200,000, the director will »e al- 
lowed two weeks’ preparation time, 
and one week on productions costing 
$200,000 or less. Five days’ prepara- 
tion time will be allowed for west- 
erns and serials and two days for 
shorts. Preparation time, however, 
may be waived by mutual consent in 
an emergency. 

Freelance directors receiving a 
salary of $750 per week or less will 
be paid full salary during prepara- 
tion time. Those receiving in excess 
of $750 weekly will take care of 
pay for preparation time in indi- 
vidual contract negotiations, 

Cut in on Cutting 

SDG contract provid. that a di- 

rector shall be consulted on the 


Lead in Pact Workover cutting of each feature, western and 





Hollywood, May 9. 

Paulette Goddard gets top role in 
David O. Selznick’s ‘Titanic.’ Ar- 
rangement was made after the pro- 
ducer released her from her studio 
contract because of outside commit- 
ments. 

Actress currently is in ‘The Cat 
and the Canary’ at Paramount. Fol- 
lowing this she will do ‘The Dicta- 
tor’ with Charles Chaplin before do- 
ing ‘Titanic.’ 


Morner ‘Desert’ Lead 


Hollywood, May 9. 








Stanley Morner gets the male lead 


in ‘The Desert Song,’ originally 


slated for Donald Dixon. 


Picture rolls at Warners next fall. 





Stewart’s Star Rating 
Hollywood, May 9. 


Jimmy Stewart gets official star 


rating at Metre in the Ernst Lu- 
bitsch production, ‘The Shop Around 


the Corner,’ teamed with Margaret 


Sullavan. 
Stewart’s is the 26th stellar name 
on the Culver City list. 


scrial and shall be permitted to 
view the rushes. He also will be al- 
lowed to view first rough cut of 
picture; and to discuss changes with 
the producer. 

The director also is to be con- 
sulted concerning the employment of 
principal players in the cast before 
assignments are made. 

A Standing “ommittee is to be ap- 
pointed within 30 days to conciliate 
differences arising over interpreta- 
tion of the contract. Tne board will 
be composed of two members of the 
SDG and two producer representa- 
tives. 

An arbitration committee com- 
posed of two directors and two pro- 
ducers also will be named to con- 
ciliate matters referred to it by the 
Standing Committee. In the event 
the arbitration committee is unable 
to agree a fifth arbiter is to be called 
in from a list to be prepared by the 
two groups. 

The salary of first assistant direc- 
tors on contract is fixed at $125 per 
week and $137.50 for freelance as- 
sisvants. Those employed or. shorts 


on cortract or freelancing. All first 
assistants now receiving in excess of 


a flat 10% pay tilt. 
The pay of second assistant direc- 





Universal Corp, board, said he owns 
300 shares of that firm’s voting trust 
certificates but has no financial 
stake in the subsidiary company. 


tors will be on an hourly basis, with 


overtime after 44 hours. 





(Continued on page 18) 


So in Preparation, Cutting, 
Casting Leads — Okay 


Nine-year Basic Agree:nent inked | 
this week with the Scr2en Directors | 
Guild and Unit Managers Guild dis- | 


will receive $100 weekly, whether | 


the weekly minimum. will be given | 





+-YR. DEAL SETS. Breakdown of IA-Writer Parleys 
NEW PAY RASIS Keeps Pic Labor 


Ranks in Turmoil: 


Pay Tilts to Crafts Stalled by Tiffs 


Double Shift 


sedis 


In 1930 Eddie Buzzell's first 
Hollywood assignment as a 
player was the title role for 
Warner Bros. in ‘Little Johnny 
Jones,’ directed by Mervyn Le- 
Roy. 

Some nine years later, both are 
off the WB lot, and Buzzell is 
now a director, handling the 
Marx Bros. picture, ‘A Day at 
the Circus,’ for ex-director Mer- 
vyn LeRoy, now a producer for 
Metro. 











Rawlinson’s Pan On 
Film Mamas Gets Odd 
Kickback in Syracuse 





Syracuse, May 7. 


Queer turn given by local dailies 
to the ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ quest 
as it was conducted here by RKO- 
Schine interests last week, has thea- 
tre officials scratching their heads 
in wonder. Principal buildup to the 
quest was based on the presence of 
Herbert Rawlinson, one-time film 
star, who came here with Arthur 
Willi, chief talent scout for RK 
studios. The pair picked out a local 
couple to participate in the regional 
tests. 

But during his one-day stand 
Rawlinson was quoted by one of the 
papers as taking a rap at mothers 
who think their children are quali- 
fied for film contracts, and quoted 
so strongly that most mothers stayed 
away from the tryouts in droves. 

‘Sometimes, Rawlinson was 
quoted, ‘when I look at. these mothers 
out in Hollywood and their poor, 
skinny, anemic children, painted and 
bedecked in the hope of their get- 
ting into the movies, I'd like to take 
those mothers into a dark corner 
and sock them.’ 

It sounded like tough stuff and 
these mothers who didn’t want to 
take a chance on getting ‘socked’ 
dodged the auditions which were 
aired over WFBL. 


Albert Leaving ‘Boys’ 
For Warner Film Role 


Eddie Albert leaves Saturday (13) 
for the Coast to make ‘On Your 
Toes’ for Warners. He has a one- 
picture deal, upon completion of 
which he plans a vacation and then 
returns to ‘The Boys from Syracuse,’ 
the George Abbott-Rodgers and Hart 
musical at the Alvin, N.Y. 

During Albert’s absence from 
‘Boys,’ Ronald Graham will move 
over from the other twin part to 
replace him. Robert Lawrence will 
move up from the head policeman to 
sub for Graham, with James Wilkin- 
son stepping up to the Lawrence 
part and Robert Collins being added 
to the cast for Collins. 

















Enright’s ‘Toes’ 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Ray Enright will direct Warners’ 
musical, ‘On Your Toes,’ with Zorina 
and Eddie Albert in the top spots. 
Shooting starts June 5. 


Bombay Bans ‘Gunga’ 


Bombay, April 22. 

RKO’s ‘Gunga Din’ has _ been 
' banned in Bombay because of al- 
,leged incorrect interpretation of 
native customs, mostly religious. 

The censors figured that the 
|Moslem natives might resort to 
similarly violent protests that accom- 

















Hollywood, May 9. 

Definite break in negotiations be- 
| tween producers and the Screen 
| Writers’ Guild, and the failure of 
| leaders to smother an international 
| fisht in the International Alliance of 
| Theatrical Stage Employes, has cre- 
|ated general unrest in film labor 
|ranks. The heads of other picture 
| unions are intervening in an effort to 
| restore peace and harmony. 


| The SWG has turned thumbs down 
|o:n a seven-year agreement offered 
| by the major companies and has re- 
| quested the National Labor Relations 
| Board to resume its hearing on a 
j}complaint charging the producers 
with unfair labor practice in deal- 
}ings with the Guild. In the mean- 
|}time tops in the IATSE claim the 
|autonomy fight being waged by a 
group in Technicians Local 37 is 
blocking a substantial wage increase 
for 20,000 workers. 


Producers, in a letter to the SWG, 
denied they had rejected the mini- 
mum demands of the scriveners, and 
accused the writers of vetoing 
proposals on which a ‘seeming agree- 
ment’ had been reached by negotiat- 
| ing committees representing the two 
, groups. Mendel Silberberg, head of 
; the producer committee, forwarded 
the following letter to Charles 
| Brackett, SWG prexy, after the Guild 
had turned thumbs down on a seven- 
year agreement: 


‘We have your letter of May 1 in 
which you say: ‘After reviewing the 
proposals approved by the produc- 
ers the executive board of the Guild 
is of the opinion that such proposals 
indicate no willingness on the part 
of the producers to consider sin- 
cerely the minimum proposals of the 
membership of the Guild.’ 


‘In justice to the problem under 
consideration I must take issue with 
you on two matters suggested by 
your letter. 


‘You name these ‘minimum pro- 
posals’ but you fail to indicate that 
these proposals were discussed at 
great length by the two committees 
and that the phraseology covering 
these three matters, i.e. Guild shop, 
term of contract and layoff material, 
was the result of that discussion and 
the agreement by the two commit- 
tees that it would be submitted in 
this form to the Guild and to the 
producers, 


‘Result of Negotiation’ 


‘You seemingly intend to indicate 
that the matters considered at the 
producers’ meeting contained in the 
outline of May 27 were proposed by 
them. The fact is that the various 
matters set out in that outline and 
approved by the producers were the 
| result of a series of negotiations be- 
| tween committees representing the 
Screen Writers Guild and a commit- 
tee representing the producers, 
Each item as presented to the pro- 
ducers represented the results of 
long discussions and seeming agree- 
ment by the two committees. 

‘It was at the earnest request of 
your committee,’ as expressed by your 
attorney, that a special meeting of 
the producers was held for the pur- 
pose of obtaining acceptance of those 
proposals. = - 

‘The meeting was held, the pro- 
posals, with slight clarification, ac- 
cepted. 

‘It comes to us now as a matter of 
considerable surprise that you say 
that the three matters set out in your 
letter were minimum proposals and 
were not considered by the produc- 
ers. The producers were not told by 
our committee that these were your 
minimum proposals since, despite the 
lengthy negotiations between us, 
| your committee did not indicate that 
to be the fact. On the contrary, both 
committees engaged at length in 
reaching compromises on each of 
these propositions. 

‘Despite the failure of our nego- 














a minimum eight-hour call, and) panied the showing of UA’s ‘The tiation, may we thank the group 

There will’ Drum’ (‘Drums’ in the U. S.) when! which represented the Screen Writ- 
be no weather permitting calls, and | they picketed theatres until objec-| ers Guild for its earnest and amic- 
‘tlonable portions were deleted. | 


(Continuec on page 24) 
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Musical Comedy Legal Maneuvers 


Over the RKO 


Federal Judge William Bondy, in a 
musical comedy hearing before him 
Friday (5), in New York, postponed 
the application of H. Cassel & Co., 
holders of $300,000 of 10-year 6% 
Gold Debentures of RKO, for 20 
days after their appeal is heard, be- 
fore they can elect to receive either 
preferred or common stock of RKO. 
The hearing started out convention- 
ally enough with Nathan Rosenberg, 
representing Cassel, stating that if 
he was to choose now, his clients 


would forfeit their rights to appeal 
as debenture holders. Also, he com- 
plained, that since there is no un- 
derwriting agreement on _ hand, 
and since Atlas has stated that there 
will be none until an appeal is de- 
cided, it is impossible to tell which 
stock would be the best choice. 

Judge Bondy vigorously disagreed 
with everything that Rosenberg had 
stated. He declared that he would 
not allow speculation with RKO 
stock, that he did not see the point 
at all, that he was of the opinion 
that any delay was harmful, and 
that a wait might mean a modifica- 
tion of the plan, which would upset 
the entire apple-cart. 

In the meantime H. C. Rickaby, 
representing Atlas, had told the 
court that 550,000 of a total of 12,- 
700,000 debenture holders had de- 
cided to receive 1.43 of preferred for 
each $100 of debentures held, in 
place of one share of preferred and 
five of common. The time limit on 
this had expired May 1. Where- 
upon Judge Bondy declared sud- 
denly that he was disposed to grant 
an adjournment, if it could be proved 
to him no modification of the plan 
was necessary. 

The startled Rickaby hurriedly 
declared that he had another solu- 
tion—put off the aplication until 
after the appeal, giving Cassel the 
right then to choose what they de- 
sired. 

All seemed well, when Rosenberg 
agreed, but O. C. Doering, of Irving 
Trust, turned in another phaser. He 
had applied to the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change for the right to list the 
stock. If any right such as this was 
granted Cassel, it would have to be 
granted others in a similar situa- 
tion, and the exchange might with- 
draw its consent to the listing. Be- 
sides, stockholders who had ap- 
proved the plan might object, as 
they could declare that this consti- 
tuted speculation with their assets. 

The decision was finally arrived 
at, in a compromise postponement 
for a week, until Doering could 
check with the stock exchange, and 
See if the adjustment was OK with 
it. If so Rosenberg’s application 
will go over until late yune. If not— 
even Judge Bondy does not know. 


Ed Churchill Must 
Be Examined Before 








Trial on Movie Quiz 


Edward J. Churchill, as president 
of Donahue & Coe, was ordered by 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Philip 
J. McCook to submit to an examina- 
tion before trial in connection with 





Stock in the Future 


b 





WB AND M-G NAVALS 


U. S. N. Figures in $750,000 M-G 
Budgeter—WB’s Gridder. 


Were 


Hollywood May 9. 
Football war between Cadets and 
Midshipmen is the theme of ‘The 


Army and Navy,’ a Bryan Foy pro- 
duction slated for late summer shoot- 
ing at Warners, with Wayne Morris 
and Pat O’Brien in the top roles. 
Story was written by Lieut.-Com- 
|mander Charles Work and Capt. 
|George Mosley, retired, who are 
signed as technical advisors. 

Metro and the U. S. Navy will co- 
operate in the production of “‘Thun- 
der Afloat,’ $750,000 budgeter with 
Wallace Beery starring. Commander 
Harvey Haislip, co-author of the 
story with Ralph Wheelwright, is in 
Washington making final arrange- 
ments with naval authorities. 


Chemical Bank and Its 
Attys. Want Additional 
| RKO Fees Since ’31 


| 














The Chemical Bank & Trust Co., 
trustee under RKO’s Collateral Note 
Indenture dated July 1, 1931, has 


filed an application in N. Y. federal 
court asking for $34,375 for services 
covering a period from Jan. 27, 1933, 
to April 30, 1939. The bank also asks 
for $4,025 disbursements. 

Wright, Gordon, Zachry & Parlin, 
attorneys for the bank, also filed ap- 
plication, seeking $22,500. Both the 
bank and the attorneys have received 
$10,000 each on account in the past. 
The bank is basing its application 
on a ratio of $5,000 a year, with the 
additional $13,125 being compensa- 
tion for special services at the be- 
ginning of the receivership, at a rate 
of $2,500 a year. 


SHEA-PUBLIX LETS 
3 GO IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, May 9. 

Deal has been closed under which 
Max Yellen and Al Hayman, local in- 
die operators, take over three thea- 
tres presently in the Shea-Publix 
group. They are the Century and 
Bailey in Buffalo, and the Riviera, at 
North Tonawanda, Buff suburb. 
Houses go to Yellen and Hayman 
before the end of the year on ex- 
piration of the present leases held 
by the Shea-Publix. 

This will reduce the Shea-Publix 
circuit, a partnership between the 
Shea-Vincent McFaul and Paramount 
interests, to 14 theatres located in 
Buffalo and Niagara Falls. 

Shea is reported set on taking over 
the Regent, midtown nabe, from M. 
Konczakowski. Shea also dickering 
for a new eastside nabe in vicinity of 
the Bailey. 

















Two New Moppets 


Hollywood, May 9. 
‘Underpup’ rolled at Universal yes- 
terday (Monday) with two moppets 
making their film debuts under guid- 


PICTURES 
‘Whose Wife’ UA 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Walter Wanger picked ‘Whose 
1939-40 program for United Artists. 
Story is by Gene Towne and Gra- 
ham Baker, with Tay Garnett di- 


recting, and Loretta Young in the 
top femme role. 


4 MAJORS PUT 
18 NEW FILMS 
INTO WORK 





Hollywood, May 9. 
Metro rolls 12 new productions 
this month, making a total of 18 in 
production, the highest in the his- 
tory of the lot. Outstanding film 
of May is ‘Babes in Arms,’ teaming 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland, 
under direction of Busby Berkeley. 
Other high spots are ‘Ninotchka,’ 
starring Greta Garbo; ‘Balalaika,’ 
co-starring Nelson Eddy and Ilona 
Massey; ‘Northwest Passage,’ with 
Spencer Tracy and Robert Taylor; 
‘A Day at the Circus,’ with the Marx 
Bros.; ‘Thunder Afloat,’ with Wal- 


| lace Beery; ‘Blackmail,’ with Edward 


G. Robinson; ‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ 
‘Miracles for Sale,’ ‘The Emperor’s 
Stallion, ‘The Great Canadian,’ 
‘Willow Walk’ and ‘A Lady Comes 
to Town.’ 


RKO is readying six films, budget- 
ed at nearly — ,000,000 each, to roll 
by midsummer, in addition to 12 in 
the lower brackets. Twenty scenic 
artists were added to the studio force 
last week, with similar increases in 
other departments. 


High budgeters are ‘Edith Cavell,’ 
with Anna Neagle; ‘Fifth Avenue 
Girl,’ with Ginger Rogers; ‘Vigil In 
the Night,’ with Carole Lombard; 
‘Pennsylvania Uprising,’ with John 
Wayne; ‘American School Teacher,’ 
with Bob Burns, and one more Irene 
Dunne picture. 


Universal’s stages will be taxed to 
capacity this month, with five high- 
budget pictures in production. ‘Mod- 
ern Cinderella’ and ‘Underpup’ are 
aiready in work and ‘Bright Victory,’ 
‘I Stole a Million’ and ‘After School 
Days’ due to follow. 


Lot faces biggest summer produc- 
tion in years, with 30 writers cur- 
rently working on material. 

Paramount puts five new features 

before the cameras in three weeks, 
beginning today (Tues.) with ‘The 
Double Dyed Deceiver.’ 
‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ rolls 
Thursday (11), followed by ‘Dog 
Show Murder,’ ‘The World On Pa- 
rade’ and « G-Man picture, still un- 
titled. 


Central States Body 
In National Campaign 
On Crime Pix and Radio 











the $100,000 action brought against 
the advertising agency by Edward J. 
Pfeiffer. The plaintiff says he sub- 
mitted the idea of the Movie Quiz to 
Donahue & Coe in June, 1938. Afier 
they rejected it, he asserts they in- 
terested producers in the idea. Ad- 
vertising of over $1,000,000 was se- 
cured by the agency, and Pfeiffer 
feels he is entitled to 10%. 

Justice McCook at the same time 
denied an application by Churchill 
to examine the plaintiff. 


ance of Joe Pasternack. 

Gloria Jean played the title role and 
Melva Doney, New Zealand young- 
ster, has a featured part. 


WB BORROWS McCREA 
. Hollywood, May 9. 

Joel McCrea goes out on loan from 
Samuel Goldwyn to share leads with 
Ann Sheridan and Jeffrey Lynn in 
‘Career Man’ at Warners. 

Picture rolls May 15 with Lloyd 
Bacon directing. 























Variety will hold your mail 


Showmen from all parts of the world who anticipa:’ 
visiting the New York World’s Fair 1939 are cordially 
invited to make use of facilities at Variety’s New York 
office, 154 West 46th street, to which mail may be 
addressed to be called for on arrival. 

















St. Louis, May 9. 

A nationwide move against screen 
and radio crime dramatizations was 
launched here last week when the 
Central States Probation and Parole 
Conference, by resolution, rapped 
such entertainment, and will appoint 
a committee to enlist the aid of other 
national organizations to join in the 


campaign. 
The resolution, originally only 
deprecating crime dramatizations, 


was amended to read ‘the conference 
recognizes the basic good intent of 
the sponsors of radio programs and 
motion pictures which dramatize 
crime, but we nevertheless view with 
concern the development of certain 
patterns of thought in the youthful 
audience which have all too fre- 
quently found expression in anti- 
social acts, and resolve a committee 
be appointed to approach other na- 
tional organizations and join with 
; them in formulating some plan of 
concerted action for conveying our 
attitude.’ 


Jose Ferrer and Mrs. 
To Coast for RKO Tests 


Jose Ferrer and Uta Hagen (Mrs. 
Ferrer), both from Broadway legit, 
are en route for RKO screen tests 
this week. 

Dorothy Vernon, who represents 
Miss Hagen only, is accompanying 
‘to supervise her client’s end of it. 





Leadoff for Wanger 


Wife’ as his first production on the 
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N.Y. Fair's Midway Looks Like Lots 
Of Unfinished Business to Lefty 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





New York, May 9. 
Dear Vic: 

Received your letter and sure glad to hear that you are keeping thin 
going out there in Coolacres while we're away. Also glad to hear that 
they are sending you a better grade of pictures. There seems to be a Jot of 
very good ones around these days. Everybody seems to be making good 
pictures, but I’m sure as soon as they find out who is making the mistake 
they'll stop it. Read about the big exploitation stunt they did on ‘Union 
Pacific,’ how they had everybody in the town wearing beards, I guess by 
the time the picture plays in Coolacres we'll all be wearing beards too 
Some of the pictures they send out should have the producers wearing 
masks. 

Saw Al Jolson in ‘Rose of Washington Square.’ He does a swell job, 
It’s the first time they ever let him be himself, and when Jolson is himseif 
there ain’t none better. I had to laugh when some of the papers here said 
Jolson is making a terrific comeback. You can’t say that a guy who has 
been making 10 grand a week has ever been away, can you? 

Well, Aggie, Junior, Abner and me have been on a merry-go-round since 
coming to town. Between Television, the Navy and the World’s Fair every. 
body has their hopes in high. Old vaudeville actors are brushing up their 
routines and some of ’em are even making ‘touches’ in technicolor. There 
is talk about running Television in theatres. It seems that people stay 
awake nights figgering out how to make exhibitors use more aspirin. 

New York is sure going to town for the World's Fair. They’re cleaning 
up everything but the glasses they use at some of the soft drink stands on 
Broadway. All the hotels, cafes and theatres are waiting for the crowds 
that are coming to the Fair, but so far the only ones that are here are the 
ones that are waiting. So far only Kings and Queens have come—Abner 
sez what the people at the Fair want to see is ‘Jack’—which ain’t a bad gag 
coming from Abner. 

It’s really the biggest and most beautiful World’s Fair ever held, even 
now when it’s only half finished. We saw the opening night of Billy Rose’s 
Aquacade. You gotta hand it to that little guy. For 40c. he gives the 
people the top entertainment at the Fair. In fact there ain’t nothin’ in 
New York to top it. An hour and a half show in a swell stadium that 
seats 10,000 people. He has a couple of hundred of the best divers and 
swimmers in the world, besides Morton Downey and Frances Williams 
chirping, and Willie West and McGinty doing their knockabout act that 
knocks ’em in the aisles. 

To top this all off he has Eleanor Holm, who is the last word in the 
backstroke and Johnny Weismuller who does one of his fast sprints in 
the water—you think he’s got an outboard motor on his feet, that’s how 
fast he goes. And for big laughs they got Stubby Kruger, the best water 
clown in the world. Now when you add swell scenery, costumes and light- 
ing to all this you can imagine what a show it is, and the price proves that 
this Rose guy is a great showman. My old pal Rube Bernstein is the com- 
pany manager and does a great job too. Rose told me a story on himself 
that is a pip. He advertised for some midgets and a guy showed up for 
the job that was three inches taller than Billy. I wouldn’t be a bit sur- 
prised to see this guy Rose put out a troupe of 6-ft. midgets—the biggest 
midgets in the world—he does things like that. 

The midway has very few concessions open. It all looks like unfinished 
business. Will write you more about it next week. We go out every day 
to see where we will fit in the picture. So far I think the best bet would 
be a foot-ease concession—you know, little tubs with hot water and epsom 
salts—because, brother, it seems that everybody has tootsie troubles after 
a walk around the grounds. Going home you hear a lot of arguments be- 
tween husbands and wives and boys and gals. Bad tootsies make you in 
ne condition to be a Dale Carnegie student. 

Best to all the folks back home. Sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S—Dave Ferguson sez, ‘The saddest part about being bored to death 


Studio Contracts | CONSOL. LAB OGLING 
MEXICAN PLANT SPOT 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Talbot Jennings handed scripting 
oe 8 ee Hollywood, May ®. 
Paramount picked up Kurt Neu-| Joe Coffman, Consolidated Labora- 
mann’s director option. | tories exec, has gone to Mexico City 
Court approved Paramount's minor | to study the possibilities of building 
contract with Betty Moran. a branch lab there. Matter will be 
Metro handed new player deal to| decided when Coffman turns in his 
report to Herbert Yates. 
Prospective boom in native film 


June Preisser. 
Gordon Jones inked actor pact at 

production is behind the Con. Lab 

plan. 











Paramount. 

Columbia renewed Bill 
player ticket. 
Warners signed George Amy as 


Elliott's 





director. s : ° 
William Drake inked writer deal at rem banks Starts His 
20th-Fox. Californian’ Next Month 


Twentieth-Fox lifted Julian John- 
son’s option as story editor. 

Metro pacted Grace Hayes, player. 

Ethel Hill signed scripter contract 


Despite unforeseen delays, princi- 
pally due to casting difficulties, pro- 
duction of Douglas Fairbanks’ “The 


at 20th-Fox. 
Twentieth-Fox handed _ writer 
ticket to Frank James. 

Metro repacted Harry Ruskin, 
writer. 

Don Castle’s actor pact renewed 
at Metro. 
Dalies Frantz inked Metro actor 
contract. 
Paramount signed Carolyn Lee, 
moppet. 


L. B. Mayer Visits N. Y. 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Fully restored to health, Louis B. 
Mayer is paying his first visit to New 
York in more than a year. 
His three weeks in Manhattan will 
be spent largely in homeoffice con- 
ferences. 


Sainting With Sanders 


Hollywood, May 9. 
George Sanders plays the name 
role in the next two features of the 
Saint series at RKO. 
They have been titled ‘The Saint’s 














Vacation’ and ‘The Saint Overboard.’ | 





Californian’ will go before cameras 
in June and will be ready for fall 
release by United Artists. So de- 
clared Fairbanks, who arrived in 
New York from the Coast last week. 

Picture hasn’t gotten under way 
so far because producer is ‘waiting 
on certain things to break.’ Fair- 
banks will select a new director for 
his first production, Roaul Walsh 
having stepped out of the assign- 
ment. Script of ‘The Californian,’ by 
Nelson Thomas, Fairbanks’ veteran 
writer, is complete and ready for 
grinding. 





WB Starring Bainter 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Fay Bainter gets stellar rating at 
Warners when she returns from New 
York, 
Studio is readying ‘Forgive Us Our 
Tresspasses’ for her. 





JOHN WAYNE LOANOUT 
Hollywood, May 9. 
RKO borrowed John Wayne from. 
Republic to head the cast in ‘Penn- 
sylvania Uprising,’ a Colonial yarn. 
P. G. Wolfson will produce. 
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Self-Regulation Move Eases Film 


Tension In Southeastern Canada 








St. John, N. B., May 9. 

In the belief that self-regulation 
would be highly preferable to the 
governmental regulation, as provided 
in a bill recently passed in the Nova 
Scotia assembly, representatives of 
the film distributors and exhibitors 
have established a conciliation board. 
Three entities participate in the 
membership of this new board; (1) 
the St. John film exchanges, (2) 
chain theatres, (3) independent thea- 
tres. 

Because of the drastic conditions 
of the new legislation, aiming at sup- 
pression of alleged discrimination 
against the independent exhibitors 
and in favor of the producer-dis- 
tributor controlled theatres, by the 
exchanges, a conference was called 
for Halifax, N. S., at which the three 
groups were represented, Out of this 
conference came the conciliation 
board, to which will be presented 
all controversies. Including that of 
the alleged discrimination. 

The order-in-council necessary to 
make the new legislation effective 
has not been passed by the provin- 
cial government. But, even with 
this order-in-council, if no com- 
plaints are made by the independent 
exhibitors, the cancellation of dis- 
tribution licenses as provided in the 
new law, for conviction of discrim- 
inatory treatment by exchanges, will 
be eliminated. 

In discussing the ban on film sales 
to all Nova Scotian theatres placed 
by the St. John exchanges, until the 
new legislation could be studied, Leo 
M. Devaney, general manager for 
RKO in Canada, revealed that the 
supply of films would continue with- 
out interruption from St. John to 
Nova Scotian theatres. All contracts 
will be executed to the fullest. 

The agreement on the conciliation 
board to adjust the trade’s problems 
within itself, had altered the situa- 
tion, and eased the tension greatly. 

Although the film exchanges doing 
business in Nova Scotia must pay a 
yearly license fee of $250 under the 
new legislative restrictions, the 
original demand that exchanges be 
established and operated within the 
provinee, at Halifax, has not been 
pressed. Tliis would have forced the 
distributors to operate two exchanges 
for the territory comprising the 
provinces of New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 
and the island colony of Newfound- 
land. St. John has always been the 
distribution base, 


PA. PRESS BACKS UP 
ANTI-BLUE LAW FIGHT 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 
Local press went to bat imme- 
diately for film interests last week 








- right. after bill was introduced in 


legislature at Harrisburg seeking 
to repeal law okaying Sunday films 
in this state. Post-Gazette led the 


pack, stating unequivocally that 
measure should be killed imme- 
diately because ‘we do not believe 
the clock should be turned back to 
1794 in Pennsylvania.’ 

While bill has been laid to pack of 
die-hards in assembly, in some 
quarters it’s believed that Gov. 
James himself is behind it. Known 
generally that he’s squarely behind 
the bluenose cause through the 
tightening up in liquor enforcement 
and now the film bill since he took 
office only a few months ago. 

Under present Sunday law in this 
State, communities themselves have 
the right to determine via local ref- 
erendum the seven-day week. Bill 


No. 1342 would withdraw the right of | 


the people to decide the issue for 
themselves and put a general ban on 
Sunday entertainment. 
Stated editorially that ‘where blue- 
law die-hards cannot win a local op- 
tion election, they seck to impose 
their own ideas on the majority.’ 
Screen interests were quick to 
fight back, enlisting newspaper sup- 
port at once and finding ready co- 


Operation in all journalistic quar- 
ters, 





Denver to Vote on Daylite 
Denver, May 9. 

Daylight savings will be up for 
& vote at the city election next week. 
Theatres and hotels are against it, 
Tadio Stations and bond and se- 
Curity houses for. Denver tried 
daylight time in 1920, but killed it 

when it was voted on in 1921. 


Post-Gazette | 
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AFM AND THEATRES 


J. N. Weber Meeting Film Men on 
Reemployment 








Joseph N. Weber, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians prez, will meet 
next Thursday (18) with a film 
delegation to discuss the question of 
musician employment in theatres. 
The pictures contingent were sup- 
posed to offer their solution of the 
AFM request for increased employ- 
ment last month but illness and 
other pressing matters caused the 
producers to ask postponement. 

Pat Casey, labor mediator for the 
producers, is staying on in New 
York for the meeting. 


$42,337 Fenyvessy 
Action Must Stand 
Trial in Upstate N. Y. 


Rochester, N. Y., May 9. 

A $42,337 Supreme Court suit, 
brought by Kate C. Curtis Estate, 
Inc., owner of the Strand theatre 
building, against Albert A., Chester 
and Paul Fenyvessy, accusing them 
of conspiracy to prevent leasing the 
theatre to others in April, 1938, must 
go to trial, under ruling of the Ap- 
pellate Division May 3. The build- 
ing owner alleges that the Feny- 
vessys as officers and stockholders 
of Linwood Amus. Co., which had a 
lease of the theatre expiring in Sep- 
tember, 1938, made false representa- 
tions that induced the owner to re- 
fuse to lease the house to Schines. 

The owner then, according to the 
complaint, entered into a new lease 
May 1, 1938, with the Aulmer Thea- 
tres, Inc., controlled by the Feny- 
vessys. That company, which the 
owner charges was not financially 
responsible, abandoned the lease, it 
was asserted, without renovating the 
theatre as agreed. 

For the alleged conspiracy, the 
owner demands $40,000 and, on its 
claim that the former operators ap- 
propriated to their own use certain 
equipment in the theatre, $2,337 is 
asked. 

The Strand subsequently was 
leased to the H. G. Carroll Corp., 
renovated last summer and is now 
doing good business. The Fenyvessys 
later sold four other theatres to 
Schines and went into the real estate 
business. Albert O. Fenyvessy, 
youngest brother and only one not 
agreeing to refrain from operating 
houses competing with Schines, is 
operating the Arnett, situated near 
two Schine houses. 


N. Y.’s Anti-Bund Bill 
Exempts Stage Roles 


Albany. May 9. 

The bill introduced by the Repub- 
lican bosses of the assembly and 
senate banning the wearing of uni- 
forms by the German-American 
Bund and similar organizations and 
making it unlawful for owners and 
managers of theatres and other 
places of amusement to permit the 
assemblage therein of persons at- 
tired, as prohibited by the measure, 
is certain to be adopted. Suggested 
by Edwin F. Jaeckle, Buffalo, chair- 
man of the Republican State Execu- 
tive Committee and of German ex- 
traction, it is sponsored in the lower 
house by Speaker Oswald Heck, 
Schenectady, who traditionally ab- 
stains from the introduction of bills, 
and in the upper house by Majority 
Leader Joe R. Hanley, Perry. Heck is 
also of German stock. His father 
publishes a strongly anti-Nazi Ger- 
man-language paper in Schenectady. 
Hanley, a minister, lawyer and for- 
mer Chautauqua lecturer, is a Span- 
ish-American and World War vet- 
eran. He is state commander of the 
S-A War Veterans. 

The Heck-Hanley proposal, which 
makes several legitimate exemp- 
tions, one for actors in stage or 
motion picture productions charac- 
terizing the officials of a foreign 
state, nation or government, is not 
entirely new on Capitc] Hill. How- 
ever, this is the first time it has been 
under official Republican auspices, 
which assures passage. Violations of 
the act by any person would be pun- 
ishable by a fine not exceeding 
$1,000, or imprisonment not exceed- 
ing one year, or both fine and im- 
prisonment. 

















Halliday to Coast? 


Transfer of Richard Halliday to. 
the Paramount studio’s story depart- | 
ment has been discussed, but nothing | 
set fo date. He is New York story 
editor of the company under Russell 
Holman. | 

Suffering from a sinus condition, | 
Halliday returned to his h.o. desk | 
two weeks ago after being away two 
months, | 








FIRST DRAFT OF 
COPYRIGHT 
REVISION 


First draft of a bill for the revision 
of existing domestic copyright law | 
has been submitted to the conferees | 
representing the various groups in- 
terested in the subject. Document | 
was drawn up by Dr. Edith Ware, 
executive-secretary of the Committee 
for the Study of Copyright, of the 








tion, of the League of Nations. Un- 


derstood the draft contains most of | 
the general provisions mutually ac- | 
ceptable to the various interests. 
However, it is expected that the ac- 
tual wording of the draft will under- 
go considerable change. 
Representatives of the various 
groups concerned with U. S. copy- 
right, including authors, composers, 
music publishers, book and magazine 


publishers, broadcasters, film pro- 
ducers and recorders, have been 
meeting for conferences with the 


committee. Ironic angle of Dr. Ware's 
drafting of the bill is that the whole 
question of copyrights is an extraor- 
dinarily involved one, even for legal 
authorities—and Dr. Ware is one of 
the few non-lawyer members of the 
conferee group. 


CENSORS RELENT 


Quebec Eases on ‘Wuthering’ and 
Maybe Also ‘Angels.’ 











Montreal, May 9. 

| Widespread newspaper attacks on 
the Quebec censors when severe 
scissoring of ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA) was proposed has apparently 
had a salutary effect. Board, re- 
putedly one of the toughest in the 
world, is reported as having relented 
on ‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ (WB) 
and will permit showing of films 
here shortly following several dele- 
tions. 

Censors cut 
film 
and boxoffice losses in Montreal and 
rest of the province reputedly due 
to major eliminations frcm important 
films, are inestimable. They are 
death on gangster films of any kind, 
having banned about 50 in recent 
months. 

Any film depicting infidelity is also 
labelled poison. Any scene in which 
a married man indicates love for a 
woman not his wife, and vice versa, 
cannot be screened in any theatre 
in this Province. Divorce proceed- 
ings also prohibited in films here. 
It was the infidelity angle that 
they objected to in ‘Wuthering’ 
though newspaper criticism of the 
ban resulted in film being shown 
with very slight modifications. 

‘Emile Zola,’ barred throughout 
the province of Quebec last year and 
ban on which has never been lifted, 
was broadcast here Monday night 
(8) over CKAC, La Presse radio out- 
let in this city. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. | 
will make no effort to prohibit the 
broadcast, a wire from Gladstone 
Murray, CBC general manager, | 
stated last week in reply to query 
| pointing out that the pic had been 
| barred here. 


approximately one 








Mrs. Carroli to Get OK 

| Philadelphia, May 9. | 
| Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, whose con- | 
|firmation as chairman of the State | 
| Board of Film Censors has been held | 
up by the Senate since she was ap- 
pointed several months ago, will | 


| officially since she was named by | 
ithe Governor, with two specially- | 
deputized employes who were held | 
over from the last administration ac- | 
tually putting the state’s go-ahead 
seal on films. Confirmation of Mrs. 
Carroll, who is vice-chairman of the 
Republican City Committee, was 


decessor was forced to resign s9 she 
could be appointed—common politi- | 
cal practice. 





in every five, from accounts, | 


- $60,000 RENTAL DEMAND 


| building. 


Committee on Intellectual Coopera- | Rotating Strong Films 








| 








' Boston, Bert Freese at Buffalo, Her- 
| bert Given in Philadelphia, William 


;merly in the N. Y. home office, to 
| Albany, 


| Ralph Peckham goes from Buffalo to 


definitely get the okay of the law- | Franklyn ; ; td 
they adjourn on May ; Dead Man’s Cipher,’ ‘Trouble Over | 
— — a ee |the Pacific’ and ‘Wonder World,’ all 


Mrs. Carroll has been serving un- for GN release. 


held up on a charge that her pre-|to use Phil Regan in ‘The Fighting 


'yect ‘Hit,’ will pilot ‘Irish.’ 


| ager at Washington. 


‘Charles Olson Sets 


Up His Own 


Circuit in Indianapolis; Other 


Theatres Involved in Ownership 





if 





Stalls Rebuilt Geo. M. Cohan The- 
atre on B’way 





Failure to close any lease for the 
new theatre to be constructed on the 
site of the old George M. Cohan, on 
Broadway, is holding up construc- 
tion of the new theatre building. Re- 
moval of the Fitzgerald Bldg. was 
completed two weeks ago, but not a 
shovel has started on foundation ex- 
cavation. 

Owners’ agent, Charles F. Noyes 
Co., is asking a yearly rental of $60,- 
000 for the 600-seat house which 
would form a part of the new theatre 





By Consol., Montreal, 
Helps Ali Its Houses 


Montreal, May 9. 
Consolidated Theatres, with four 
first run houses to operate which 
are opposition to each other, appear 
to be rotating strong b. o. product 


among three of the first runs. For- 
merly one of the houses, Palace, 
seemed to have first pick and built 
big following, other theatres taking 
whatever product was left. Policy 











of booking big attractions into 
Loew's, which began with ‘Pygma- | 
lian,’ has also been extended to the 
Capitol with ‘Dodge City’ there a} 
second week. Idea of attracting pa- 
tronage to three first runs instead 
of one by splitting up surefire at- 
tractions is obviously a winner, as 
long as supply of good film holds 
out. 

With at least two of the houses 
now apparently in the running for 
choice product disagreement was re- 
ported among house managers over 
switch of ‘Three Smart Girls Grow 
Up’ away from Loew’s after Phil 
Maurice had plugged the film for 
several weeks. Maurice got “The 
Mikado’ instead of the Deanna Dur- 
bin flicker. 


GN REALIGNS SALES 
CORPS IN ALL KEYS 


Initial step in strengthening the 
field staff for Grand National was 


made last week when Sol Edwards, 
eastern sales chief, announced new 
additions. Max Stahl, veteran with 
Educational and more_ recently 
branch manager for United Artists 
in Cincinnati, was named Cleveland 
manager, while Joe Kaliski, formerly 
with Gaumont-British and also an 
Educational vet, was spotted as man- 








Other branch managerial appoint- 
ments include Marcel Mekelberg to 


Minder at New Orleans, and Joe 
Hartman in St. Louis. 


GN also sent Paul Richrath, for- 


while William Benjamin 
switches from Detroit to Chicago. 


head the Detroit office. 

Max Shulgold, Pittsburgh sales- 
man, named acting manager in that 
spot, while Douglas Desch, Kansas 
City booker, also was appointed act- 
ing manager. 





Fine for FA 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Three Fine Arts productions are 


Indianapolis, May 9. 

Seven of the city’s leading the- 
atres were directly involved in—and 
several others were affected—by one 
of the largest theatrical transactions 
here in recent years when it was an- 
nounced Thursday (4) that Charles 
M. Olson had organized Olson Enter- 
prises, Inc. Veteran local showman 
is known for his operation of a 
vaudeville policy at the Lyric here 
since 1912. 

The new company, which becomes 
one of the larger theatre circuits in 
Indiana, purchased outright Roy 
Bair’s five neighborhood houses—the 
Ritz, Uptown, St. Clair, Strand, and 
Oriental. The other theatres which 
will be directly affiliated are the 
downiown Lyric, long a stage show 
house, and the Vogue, one of the 
city’s newest community theatres. 
Other holdings of the company in- 
clude ownership of the buildings and 
property of the downtown Apollo 
and the outlying Rivoli, both of 
which are under lease to other com- 
panies at present. 


Prominent among the new com- 
pany’s plans is the announcement 
that negotiations are under way for 
the construction of three new de- 
luxers in residential districts which 
will have special parking facilities. 





Fox W. C.’s New 800-Seater 
San Francisco, May 9. 


A. M. Bowles, northern California 
division manager for Fox-West Coast 
Theatres, will soon start new 800- 
seater in San Carlos. 


B&K Theatre Co., incorporated 
recently in Oakland with a capital 
stock of $25,000, by Maurice H. 
Berg, G. Kauth and Lew Weinstone. 
The New Salinas Theatre, Inc., in- 
corporated in San Francisco last 
month with a capital stock of $75,000 
by Dorothy F. Halley, Leslie L. Hub- 
bard and J. C. Miller. 





Danz’s 19th 


Seattle, May 9. 
Sterling Chain (John Danz) has 
added another to its Seattle string, 
making it 19—eight downtown. The 
new one is the Grand, nabe in north 
part of city, with Jack Kirk, former 
operator, retained as manager. Lib- 
erty (Jensen-von Herberg) reopen- 
ing May 12 after face-lifting, which 
included new seats and rigging 
throughout. House closed down 
about a month for improvements. 
Hugh Bruen, owner of 45th St. 
500-seater, has face-lifted through- 
out during past 10 days’ shutdown. 
Jack McKnight is manager. 





Tri-States 9th in Des M. 


Des Moines, May 9. 

Tri-States has leased 3709-11 In- 
gersoll avenue for a neighborhood 
house, to be completed Aug. 1. Jake 
Bassman is owner of the property. 
Will seat 600 and contain a stage. 
Tri-States already operates eight 
theatres in Des Moines. 





Kapian’s Own House 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Kappy Kaplan broke ground for a 
new 600-seater in suburban Bell 
Gardens, to be opened in August. 
Kaplan is a former Fox-West Coast 
theatre manager. 

Ralph Hathaway shifts from Fox 
Wilshire to Carthay Circle Friday 
(12) as house manager under super- 
vision of Ray Deusern. 





Hearst in Frisco Bans 


Ads to 2 Russe Fiums 





slated to roll within two weeks at} 
Grand National under supervision of | 
Warner. Pictures are} 





‘Trish’ Comes First 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Republic is postponing the start 
of its musical, ‘Hit Parade of 1939,’ | 





Irish’ instead. 
Sol Siegel, originally slated to di- 








San Francisco, May 9. 


Advertising on Russian pictures 
has been refused by the two Hearst 
papers here, the Call-Bulletin and 
the Examiner, according to Herbert 
Roesner, who operates eight foreign 
language theatres throughout the 
country. 

The pictures involved are ‘Volo- 
chayvsk,’ currently at the Larkin 
here, and ‘Professor Mamlock,’ which 
recently played the same house. The 
latter picture was banned in Port- 
land by the local censor board there. 
‘Mamlock,’ which has been given the 
Hays seal, was once banned in Ohio 
but was later approved. 
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Eastern Baliy Done, 
‘Union Pacific’ Train 
Starts Western Trek 


Paramount’s exploitation ballyhoo 
on wheels, the railroad exhibit spon- 
sored by the Union Pacific to adver- 
tise the Cecil B. DeMille production 
of ‘the same name, has proved a 
potent business stimulant for thea- 
tres situated along the coast to coast 
rouie, 

Jersey City was the most eastern 
point of the tour. The return route 
to Los Angeles includes stops at 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, 
Harrisburg, Altoona, Pittsburgh, Co- 
lumbus, Dayton, Cincinnati, Indian- 
apolis, Louisville, St. Louis, Kansas 
City, Topeka and Salina. j 

Tour will be completed on May 17. 

Film players who have made the! 
trip are Lynne Overman, Brian Don- | 
levy, Patricia Morison, William 
Henry, Evelyn Venable, Robert Pres- 
ton, Anthony Quinn, Judith King, | 
Luana Walters and Evelyn Luckey. | 


| 


William H. Pine is directing the tour. | 











Detroit Responds 
Detroit, May 9. 

United Detroit theatres tied in 
smartly with special ‘Union Pacific’ 
train which hit town last week, just | 
prior to opening of flicker at Michi- 
gan. 

Not only aided ‘UP’ bally staff in 
landing most extensive newspaper 
coverage here jin coupla years, but 
also tied in Harry Heilmann’s ‘Fan 
on Street’ program over WXYZ, 
operated by George Trendle, head of 
UD chain, with a day’s broadcast 
from Michigan. Central yards where 
train was tied up. 





‘U.P. Scores in Hub Press 
Boston, May 9. 

Paul Levi and Marty Glazer, p.a.’s 
for the Metropolitan theatre here 
jumped on the ‘Union Pacific’ band- 
wagon well in advance of the ex- 
ploitation train’s arrival, so that. the 
way was all paved for the big pub- 
licity buildup when it hit town. 

A 75-piece band from a local or- 
phanage was promoted by the thea- 
tre to greet the visitors at the rail- 
road terminal; and 35 members of 
the Junior Police of this city were 
sprinkled throughout the crowd with 
welcome banners and placards. 


FAMOUS OIL PAINTING 


A LOBBY ‘DISCOVERY’! 


Detroit, May 9 

Four-column art layout and con- 
siderable type space resulted last 
week from ‘mystery painting’ by 
Pietro Bellotto da Volciano, sup- 
posedly reposing among the paint- 
ings in lobby of Michigan theatre 
here. 

Bally stemmed from an assertion 
by Dr. A. R. Valentiner, of Detroit 
Art Institute, and Detroit Times 
(evening) devoted a page one story 
to the discovery, in addition to the 
inside art layout. Dr. Gene Paul 
Slusser, professor of fine arts at U. 
of Michigan, estimated the painting 
is worth $5,000. 

Picture has hung in theatre for 12 
years, being purchased along with 
several others at auctions and re- 
garded only as typical theatre art 
until Dr. Valentiner offered opinion, 
Mysiery revolved around fact Dr. 
Valentiner, being out of town at the 
moment, had neglected to tell George 
W. Trendle which painting it was, 
since unsung painter’s name does not 
appear on pictures examined. 


‘Madden’ Trophy For 
Most Polite Copper 


New Orleans, May 9. 

Rodney D,- Toups, manager of 
Loew’s State here, grabbed off a nice 
chunk of news space in The Item, 
leading afternoon sheet, with contest 
for most courteous policeman in city 
held in connection with showing of 
‘Sergeant Madden, Wally Beery 
starrer. 

Trophy supposedly given by Beery 
was awarded to Patrolman John Sa- 
varese, traffic division veteran. Pres- 
entation was made by Captain 
Joseph Cassard, special to the super- 
intendent of police. 

Savarese received 2,720 votes. The 
ballots were distributed at the thea- 
tre and patrons wrote in the name 




















SHOWMANSHI 


By John C. Flinn 





Darryl F. Zanuck won the Kentucky Derby at 
Churchill Downs, Louisville, on Saturday (6), although 
they placed the rose collar on Johnstown and handed 
the purse of $46,350 to the latter’s owner, William 
Woodward. 

Everybody who dialed in on the CBS exclusive 
broadcast of the running of the turf classic—and there 
must have been millions listening—was convinced that 
between Johnstown, Ted Husing, Al Jolson, Matt Winn, 
Zanuck and ‘My Old Kentucky Home,’ the most im- 
portant feature of the event was the fact that Zanuck 
has produced for 20th-Century-Fox a film entitled 
‘Rose of Washington Square, starring Tyrone Power, 
Alice Faye and Al Jolson. Also that anyone who is 
interested in horses specifically (and films, maybe) 
may see the picture seon at his favorite theatre. 

If effective film exploitation is to be judged by the 
number of persons who, in the shortest period of time 
are told about an attraction, then the Derby-Zanuck- 
‘Rose of Washington Square’ commercial broadcast in- 


| dGubitably leads in the Statistical Handicap. 


As a rammer-homer the stunt was tops. As a sport- 
ing broadcast it was the weirdest report since the eve- 
ning Clem McCarthy continually referred to Henry 
Armstrong as Joe Louis. 

It was probably worth every cent of the $25,000 
which 20th-Fox laid on the line for the exclusive tune- 
in. It entailed the expenditure of the largest sum ever 
paid out in one place at one time by a film company 
for a one-picture flash. That there was not the slight- 
est possible connection between the film, as entertain- 
ment, and the Derby, as a horse race, doesn’t seem to 
figure in the summation. Millions heard about Zanuck 
and ‘Rose of Washington Square.’ That seemed to be 


| the sole purpose of the broadcast and that purpose 


was accomplished. 

It is also true that during those few stirring moments 
when the horses were on parade to the starting point, 
when every racing fan was pushing closer to the radio 
to catch vicariously the spark of turf excitement, the 
spell of the sport was broken and they heard Al Jolson 
tell two funny cracks about riding on an airplane. They 
were both good stories; one about Jolson having left 
Los Angeles the previous night to arrive in Louisville 
that morning although his stomach was due in on Tues- 
day, and a second quip about breakfast on the plane in 
Kansas City, lunch in St. Louis and bicarbonate of 
soda in Louisville. 

Hearing about something (and between Husing and 
Jolson listeners got an earful of ‘Rose of Washington 
Square,’ the titles of the songs, a description of the 
romantic plot and the Zanuck boost as the producer), 
and wanting to buy tickets to see it, however, happen 
to be something else again. 

What actually occurred is that turf fans who were 
keen to follow a colorful happening that was taking 
place in front of 70,000 people, got a load of Hollywood 
film credits, whereas filmgoers who were in on the 
dials heard some fancy horse talk. 


HOLLYWOOD ‘PRESENTS’ THE DAAARBY 


Unmentioned in the credits, not even getting a call 
at the quarter-mile posts, Charles McCarthy, the 20th- 
Fox publicity chief, was content to sit back in the 
broadcasting booth knowing full well that he had 
pulled off a bit of classy ballyhoo that was making film 
history. If McCarthy didn’t become hysterical when 
Husing pulled the first broadside, there were plenty of 
showmen at receiving sets who roared with laughter. 
First the fanfare; then Husing: 

‘Twentieth Century-Fox, producer of the motion pic- 
ture, ‘Rose of Washington Square,’ presents THE KEN- 
TUCKY DERBY... .’ 


There followed some descriptive outline of the scene, 


a word picture of a grandstand with 70,000 racegoers 
tense in anticipation for the big race, some well chosen 
phrases concerning the entries, the jockeys and the 
trainers, and a buildup to the scene at the starting gate. 
Husing, again: ; ‘ 

‘ and as exciting as the Kentucky Derby itself is 
the motion picture, ‘Rose of Washington Square,’ whose 
producer, 20th Century-Fox, is bringing you this broad- 
cast. ‘Rose of Washington Square’ stars Tyrone Power, 
Alice Faye, Al Jolson and a cast of hundreds. It tells 
a dramatic romance of the golden days of the theatre 
—a powerful story of three people’s struggle for fame 
and happiness, pictured against a background of the 
songs of yesterday. You will recall Tyronne Power 
and Alice Faye in their great success of last year, 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ Darryl F. Zanuck, who 
gave you that sensational picture, has produced ‘Rose 
of Washington Square’ to be the entertainment high 
spot of the year.’ 

Back to the racetrack. They’re at the barrier. There 
they—no! On Location is kicking up. Now they’re 
in line again. Take it easy. Husing again: 

‘We pause to remind you that this broadcast is 
brought to you by 20th Century-Fox, producers of the 
motion picture, ‘Rose of Washington Square.’ Pro- 
duced by Darryl F. Zanuck, starring Tyrone Power, 
Alice Fayne, Al Jolson and with a cast of hundreds, 
‘Rose of Washington Square’ brings back memories of 
the theatre’s golden age. You will thrill (how do you 
like that word when eight thoroughbreds are breaking 
their hearts to get going?) again to the songs of yes- 
terday ... such melodies as ‘I’m Always Chasing 
Rainbows,’ ‘Ja Da,’ “The Vamp,’ ‘I’m Sorry I Made 
You Cry,’ ‘Mammy,’ ‘Toot, Toot, Tootsie, Goodbye,’ 
‘California Here I Come,’ ‘My Man.’ Against this rich 
background of musical memories, the motion picture, 
‘Rose of Washington Square,’ tells the dramatic story 
of a girl who poured out her heart in song to the one 
she loved .. . a man who was unworthy ... while 
another, loyal and devoted, fought for her and tried to 
shield her from heartches.’ 

They're still there. El Chico, Johnstown, Challedon, 
and the others. And now they’re off! 

But by this time, who cared? 


AND JOLSON IN 1927 


Now of another time and another place. The date is 
Oct. 6, 1927, and the spot is Warners’ theatre, at Broad- 
way and 52nd street. The occasion is the premiere of 
Al Jolson in ‘The Jazz Singer,’ first Vitaphone full- 
length, dialog-on-disk film. 

Previous Vitaphone demonstrations had created only 
passing interest in the film trade. Most showings had 
been confined to programs of short subjects, featuring 
grand opera stars and musical tabloids. Somehow, this 
night it was different. There was an atmosphere of 
tense anticipation while the lights in the auditorium 
showed a full audience, eager to see the entertainment 
but skepical that sound pictures ever could displace 
the silent drama. 

The film started to unreel, starting innocently enough 
as the actors played their scenes in pantomime, their 
dialog flashing in titles. Came the moment, however, 
when Jolson no longer was inarticulate. He sang the 
‘Kol Nidre,’ ‘Dirty Hands, Dirty Face,’ ‘Blue Skies’ and 
‘Mother O’ Mine,’ and each song was spotted for its 
dramatic effect; each had its meaning in the story. 

An industry was reborn that night;.a new art vehicle 
was discovered. 

Sam Warner, who had fought for that success, had 
died the day previous in Hollywood. Alan Crosland, 
who directed “The Jazz Singer,’ is gone. 

A salute to both! 





Streamlined Auto 
Roams K. C. Highways 








MILT HARRIS PULLS 
THAT POSTER PASS GAG 





Now It’s Book Reviews; 
No More Free Dishes 
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Kansas, City, May 9. 
Bob Haley, manager, and Howard 
Thudiun, his assistant, at the 
Orpheum are going in for a per- 
manent ballyhoo medium with a 
special streamlined car which was 
completed last week. 


Actual construction of the contrap- 
tion has been in hands of Thudiun, 
who acquired an old chassis and has 
constructed the latest bullet-type 
shell. Bus has an airplane tail-fin 
which conveniently accomodates a 
one sheet. 


Because of its futuristic design car 
gets heavy notice while it roams the 
streets, nothing else on wheels ap- 
proaching its lines. By its unusual 
appeal it is to figure in regular bally- 
hoo for the house, first work-out 
being on ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy.’ 
Gadget works inclusively as a pri- 
mary attention getter. 


Film Wedding Excuse 
For ‘No Man’ Revival 


Spokane, May 9. 
H. D. McBride of the Granada, 
cashed in on the recent marriage 
of Clark Gable and Carole Lombard 
to put over a revival of ‘No Man of 
Her Own.’ 


This is the way his ad copy read, 
with a picture of both, ‘Was this the 
picture that inspired their romance? 
You'll think so when you see them 
make love. Mr. and Mrs, Clark 





of the policeman they thought should 
win the prize. 


Gable (Carole Lombard te you) in 
| ‘No Man of Her Own.’ 


Cleveland, May 9. 

Follow-the-leader psychology of 
street crowds was capitalized by 
Milt Harris, exploiteer for Loew's 
State, who proved that there are 
enough exhibitionists (non-pro) will- 
ing to carry movie posters to grab a 
couple theatre passes. 

Harris tested theory by engaging 
Vivian Hammond, model and adver- 
tising worker, to tote down the Main 
Stem the following placard: ‘On my 
way to see ‘Made for Each Other.’ 
Good for one admission at the State 
—Void if bent, folded or broken.’ 


Femme ballyhooer handed out. 50 
similar placards to people who 
stopped to ask her how-come. Ma- 
jority who took them without being 
self-conscious were women. Thirty 
out of 50 showed up at the office of 
Everett Steinbuck, house manager, 
carrying posters intact and asking 
for passes promised. Afternoon 
paper thought it was such a curious 
example of power-of-suggestion psy- 
chology that the Hammond girl 
earned a two-column cut and story. 


Taylor Biogs Heifetz 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Deems Taylor is due from New 
York tomorrow (Wednesday) to 
write a short biography of Jascha 
Heifetz, to be used in connection 
with the Samuel Goldwyn produc- 
tion, ‘Music School.’ 


Picture is built around Heifetz and 














his violin. 


Seattle, May 9. 

For ‘One Third of Nation’ (Par) 
current at Palomar (Sterling) Jack 
Sampson, adv. mgr. has arranged 
elaborate propaganda through the 
radical Commonwealth group be- 
cause of the propaganda in the pix. 
The group’s leaders are talking about 
it, some on the radio, others at meet- 
ings. The organization has made 
1,000 phone calls to members urging 
them to see it. It helped. 

Sampson has worked a good gag 
for the Uptown (Sterling) where the 
new policy is first runs. Lancaster 
Pollard, local literary critic, former 
ed of ‘Town Crier’ and book page of 
P. I. gives book reviews at matinee 
every Wednesday. He also goes on 
air 3 times weekly to answer ques- 
tions about books, over station KIRO. 


Cresby Contest Crooners 


Frighten Chicage Moon 


Chicago, May ¥. 

If Bing Crosby’s fan mail from the 
Chicago district takes a sudden drop 
downwards no one will be blamed 
except Sam Stamos, manager of the 
City theatre, who has been conduct- 
ing an amateur crooning contest as a 
tie-up with ‘Paris Honeymoon’ (Par). 

It was tough enough the first few 
days when 27 entrants cooed timidly 
in imitation of Crosby. Audiences 
near an outbreak, however, during 
the finals when some of the boys in- 
troduced their own variations under 
the encouragement of Stamos. 

The moon hasn't shown on Chicago 
for the past week, 


Smash Trade Press 


Advertising Spreads 
For New U. A. Films 


Hollywood, May 9, 

Murray Silverstone, distribution 
head of United Artists, told the sales 
organization today that advertising 
appropriations varying from $60,000 
to $100,000 will be spent for each re. 
lease during the coming season. 

Because films will be sold on indi. 
vidual contracts, Lynn Farnol, ad. 
vertising director, declared the budg- 
et for trade paper advertising has 
been materially increased in order to 
inform exhibitors consistently of the 
activities of the UA producers. Com- 
pany will distribute output from 11 
separate units in 1939-40. 

National mediums will be used and 
the cooperative newspaper campaigns 
in first runs will be expanded. Far- 
nol said top budgets have been set 
for Alexander Korda’s Technicolor 
production, ‘Four Feathers’; Walter 
Wanger’s ‘Winter Carnival’; Selz. 
nick’s ‘Intermezzo’ and ‘Rebecca.’ 

Sturdy exploitation campaign is 
planned for Samuel Goldwyn’s pro- 
duction, ‘Music School,’ starring 
Jascha Heifetz. Hookup is being 
made with music and educational or- 
ganizations. 


WOOLLCOTT OVERBOARD 
IN AD COPY FOR ‘CHIPS’ 


There was a time when Alexander 
Woollcott, formerly dramatic critic 
on the New York Times and the New 
York World, was conservative in his 
estimates of the cultural values of 
films. During his recent vacation in 
Hollywood, however, he has gone in 
a big way for ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(Goldwyn) and ‘Good-bye, Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G). 

Quotes from a Woollcott boost for 
‘Chips’ are being used by Metro ina 
national magazine campaign for the 
film. As a critic Woollcott was rated 
conservative; as an advertising writer 
he fires both barrels at once. Of 
‘Chips’ he says: ‘I have just under- 
gone the memorable experience of 
witnessing the best motion picture I 
have ever seen...Hilton’s gentle 
masterpiece has at last found its way 
to the screen...a reminder of some- 
thing which in a mad and greedy 
world may be allowed to perish from 
the earth...the most moving of all 
moving pictures.’ 


Par’s Art Dept. Merged 
Into Buchanan Agency 


The art department at Paramount's 
home office, one of substantial size, 
has been absorbed by the Buchanan 


agency, which handles the Par ac- 
count, under a plan which has as 
its principal basis the creation of 
greater efficiency in preparation of 
ads but also may affect some sav- 
ings. Department in the Buchanan 
agency on the Par account will be 
headed by Mee Kalis, long with Par, 
and the cost of its maintenance will 
be added to the agency costs in tak- 
ing care of the company’s advertis- 
ing business. Thus, it will appear 
as an agency charge with Par rather 
than as home office publicity dept 
overhead. 

Even though no saving in operas 
tion may be affected by the merger 
of the art department, the space oc- 
cupied in the Par h.o. will become 
available for other uses. 


Recently it was reported the Par 
accessories business may go to Na- 
tional Screen Accessories, subsidiary 
of National Screen Service, under @ 
deal by which N. S. A. would handle 
all paper on the Par pictures. Nae 
tional has been handling some sp® 
cial accessories for Par for several 
years. 


Little Toughies on Tour 
Los Angeles, May 9. 
Eastern vaude tour of Little Tough 
Guys opens June 1 at Loew's State, 
New York, for one week. Act con- 
sist of Hally Chester, Harris Ber 
ger, David Gorcey and Charles Dun- 
can, with Warren Jackson doing 
straight. 
Tour was booked by Paul Savoy, 


who also set the ‘Lake Placid Ice 
Follies’ for a swing of Utah and 














Colorado, opening (15) at the Roxy, 
Salt Lake City. 
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High Temp., Low Biz Hit Chi; 
UP.-Vaude Nifty $40,000, But 
Under Hopes, Turf F air $5,000 
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Chicago, May 9. 

Hot weather in extra heavy doses 
is slapping a damp hand on the local 
boxoftices. The first real hot spell 
of the year is causing ’em to stay 
away from the wickets and seek the 
new-found sunshine, Even the so- 
called ‘cinch’ pictures are getting the 
worst of it in this battle against the 
rising thermometer, and the general 
gross pace will be considerably un- 
der the recent good average. 

Best of the lot is ‘Union Pacific,’ 
at the Chicago. But even this west- 
ern historical is feeling the drag of 
the upped thermometer and will 
wind up under the gross expected. 
Afternoons are particularly discour- 
aging all down the line, with the eve- 
nings accounting for the actual coin- 
gathering. 

‘Dark Victory’ moved into the 
Roosevelt for additional looping after 
the Bette Davis flicker had scoréd 
with a solid session in the Chicago. 
Indicates that it will turn in good 
profits. , 

United Artists is trying with 
*‘Lucky Night’ after ‘Broadway Sere- 
nade’ failed to gather much momen- 
tum and was yanked after a single 
sad stanza. Holdover in the Palace 
is ‘Smart Girls’ for its second and 
final week, while ‘Baskervilles’ is 
getting a third session in the Apollo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Baskervilles’ (20th) (3d wk.). 
Headed for okay $4,000 after taking 
good $5,500 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
*Union Pacific’ (Par) and stage show. 
Picture came in with bang-up public- 
ity and exploitation, but the excep- 
tionally hot weather, holding it down 
Last week, ‘Dark 

came through with 
strong $38,100. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘King of Turf (UA). On Kentucky 
Derby splurge got away all right, but 
weather will hold it down to fair 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Blackwell’ (WB), 
mild $4,900. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40-55 )— 
‘Culver’ (U) and ‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono), 
plus vaude. Comes down somewhat 
with the rest of the loop to meek 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Saint Strikes’ 
(RKO) and ‘Son Criminal’ (U) and 
vaude, managed all right $14,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
Three Smart Girls’ (U) and vaude. 
(2d final week.) Will come through 
with good $15,000 after snagging fine 
$22,200 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75 )—‘Victory’ (WB). Moved in from 
the Chicago and is going ahead to 
eet good. Last week, ‘Dodge 

ity’ (WB), finished fourth loop ses- 
sion to satisfactory $7,900. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40- 

5)—‘Let Live’ (Col) and vaude. 

ff with everything else to $11,500. 
mild. Last week, ‘Third Nation 
(Par) and vaude, fairish $13,000. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 

5-55-65-75)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). 

pened Saturday (7) and looks for 
satisfactory $13,000 for its initial ses- 
sion, Last week, ‘Serenade’ (M-G), 
didn’t get started and wound up and 
out with disappointing $8,800. 


DERBY CROWDS 
BOOST L’VILLE 


Louisville, May 9. 

Plenty of b.o. activity all around 
town. Annual Derby spree (6) 
brought hordes of visitors and 
proved a hypo to downtown grosses. 

First-runs are strutting their stuff 
with A-l product. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,500; 15-30-40) — ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
and ‘Almost Gent’ (RKO), Getting 
light returns after big week at 


Victory’ (WB) 








Rialto, Mild $1,600. Last week, 
‘Heights’ (UA) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G), all right $1,900. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘BeachcomLer’ (Par) and ‘Daughter’ 
(WB) (dual), split with ‘Lady Day’ 
(Col) and ‘Man’s Castle’ (Col). 
traveling toward good $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Cafe 
Society’ (Par), $1,900, oke. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Let 
Live’ (Col). Opened Wednesday (3). 
Hardy family basking in the win- 
ner’s circle and keeping the cashiers 
busy at the wicket. Aiming for 
bumper $9,000 on eight-day run. Last 
week, ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
King Turf’ (UA), disappointed, and 
jerked after six days with poor 
$4,200. 


_Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d 
wk). H.o. stanza looks good for 


30-40)--Graham Bell’ (20th). Don 
Ameche p.a.’d Friday (5) to turn- 
away biz. Star was in town all 
week to gander the Derby, and 
newspapers played up his visit in a 
big way. Pic should ring up sweet 
$7,500.. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) 


and ‘Almost Gentleman’ (RKO), 
easily led the town to cop great 
$7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) 
and ‘Backdoor Heaven’ (Par). A 


nice brace of programmers, designed 
to appeai to race followers. ake 
indicated at about $3,400, okay. Last 
week, ‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint Back’ (RKO), yoor $2,900. 


‘Blondie’- Mikado 


No Panic in Hot 








Cleveland, May 9. 

Outdoor attractions and sun favor- 
ing them are tearing into film trade. 
‘Union Pacific’ is working up the 
most speed at the State. 

Matinees everywhere are reaching 
season’s lowest ebb. Hipp is keep- 
ing above par with ‘Dark Victory,’ 
but ‘Blondie’ and ‘Mikado in Swing’ 
unit are being held to first base by 
competish from baseball games, etc. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Night Riders’ (Rep) and ‘East 
Side Heaven’ (U). Consistent trade 
going to good $2,200 in six days. Last! 
week, ‘Star Reporter’ 


days. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). Satisfac- 
tory $3,500 for second stanza move- 
over. ‘Castles’ (RKO) last week on 
similar shift went much stronger 
than it fared at Hipp, earning $4,000. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—Jane Arden’ (WB) and ‘Saint 
Back’ (RKO). House is trying to 
squeeze a full chapter out of this 
combo by high-pressuring it and 
brisk opening pressages smart $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Ambush’ (Par) and 
‘Winner All’ (20th), in for three 
days, barely collected $1,000, mild. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Dark Victory’ (WB). Rather 
heavy for this time of year, yet 
Academy Award value of Bette 
Davis’ name, shrewdly plugged, 
helping. Looks like certain $13,000, 
fine, and h.o. Last week, ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U), was socked down 
to $9,500, which hurt. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Mikado in 
Swing’ on stage. Film, yanked on 
and off the shelf for last five weeks, 
is not much support for Harlemized 
operetta, which failed to excite 
natives. Started miserably, picked 
up Saturday, but only cooler weather 
will help it reach $10,000, very poor. 
Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) with 
Mildred Bailey, Red Norvo’s band 
and John Payne in vaude, worth- 
while $16,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par). Landslide 
of front-page publicity gleaned by 
Paramount's good-will train preced- 
ing week put western on the map 
definitely; $16,000, excellent, al- 
though sun keeping it from steam- 
ing up three more notches. Last 
week, ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), 
was No. 1 space-grabber and second- 
high grosser, $14,000, especially good. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55) — ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA). 
Coasting on great buildup made at 
State, this h.o. will have no trouble 


in hitting $5,000, nice. Last week, 
‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par), $2,800, 
poor. 





Cleve. at $10,000, 


(Mono) and! Sleeps’ 
‘Honest Man’ (U), neat $2,000 in five! $3100, 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May li 
Acter—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (23d 
wk.). 
Capitol—‘Calling Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G ). 
Criterion—- Hotel 
(Par) (10). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Globe—‘Zenobia’ (UA) (13). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 15) 
Hollywood—‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d 
wk.). 


Imperial’ 


Music Hali—‘Only Angels 
Have Wings’ (Col). 

Paramount — ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) (10). 


(Reviewed in Variety, May 3) 

Rivoli — ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA) (5th wk.). 

Roxy —‘Rose of Washington 
Square (20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) (3d wk.). 

Week of May 18 

Astor — ‘Goodbye Mr. 
(M-G) (16). 

Capitol—Calling Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G). 

Criterion — ‘San 
(M-G) (revival) (17). 

Glebe—‘The Challenge’ 
Alliance) (20). 

Hollywoed—Juarez’ (WB) (4th 
~wk.). 

Paramount —‘U nion Pacific’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli—Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA) (6th wk.). 

Strand—‘Kid from Kokomo’ 
(WB) (19). 


sate 


gal’ (Rep). Shouldn’t miss $1,500, 
very satisfactory. Last week, ‘With 
Murder’ (WB) and ‘Fighting Thor- 
oughbreds’ (Rep), $1,300, a!l right. 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) 1,600; 10-15- 
20-25) —‘Sudden Money’ (M-G) and 
‘Tom Sawyer’ (Par), split with 
‘Madden’ (M-G). Normal $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Frontiersmen’ (Par) and 
‘Marry’ (RKO), n.s.h. $1,300. 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Head- 
ed for nifty $4,000. Last week, ‘Love 
Affair,’ good $3,800. 

Stuart (LTG-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Serenade’ (M-G) and ‘N. 
(20th). Ticketed for poor 
Last week, ‘Oklahoma Kid’ 
(WB), nice $3,600. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). Anticipate 
very good $3,500. Last week, ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB), tapered off after an 
excellent start, but grabbed okay 
$3,000. 


CINCY SEE-SAWS; 
SPY NICE 
$12,000 


Cincinnati, May 9. 

It’s a teeter-totter week for ma- 
jor stands, with balance of pull on 
the black side. ‘Wutherin, eights’ 
is the current topper, fetching okay 
returns for the Albee. ‘Nazi Spy’ is 
racking up a good figure for the Pal- 
ace in an eight-day run. Shubert is 
doing all right with ‘Calling Dr. Kil- 
dare.’ 

Keith’s is down under on ‘Can't 
Get Away With Murder,’ while 
‘Never Say Die’ is below par for the 
Lyric. Revival of ‘Mutiny on the 


Bounty’ is a miss-out at the Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA). Okay 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Graham Bell’ 
(20th), fairly good $10,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Mutiny on Bounty’ (M-G) (revival). 
Poor $2,800. Last week, ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (WB) (2d run), fair $4,500. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)— 
‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO) and ‘Under- 
cover Agent’ (Mono), split with 
‘Saint Back’ (RKO) and ‘Star Re- 
porter’ (Mono). Normal $2,200. Same 
last week on ‘Inside Story’ (20th) 
and ‘North Yukon’ (Col), split with 
‘Risky Business’ (U) and ‘King Un- 
derworld’ (WB). 


Chips’ 


Francisco’ 


(Film 

















Lincoln B. O. Strong; 
‘U. P.’ Topflight $4,000 


Lincoln, May 9. 


Lincoln’s theatre men thumbed 
their noses at the tropical weather 
this week, put on some of the sea- 
son’s best shows and are watching 
the money roll in. 


Paramount’s ‘Union Pacific,’ fresh 
from its Omaha run, tops the list, 
with Varsity’s ‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ next in line. Biz very gratify- 
ing, considering Rubinoff, “Tobacco 
Road.’ Vincent Lopez and Orrin 
Tucker were in the Capital City in- 
side of a week. 


Estimates for This Week 





$3,800. Last week resounding $6,500. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 


Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,900; 10-15- 
25)—‘Wong’ (Mono) and ‘Storm Ben- 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘East 
Side Heaven’ (U) (3d run). Nice 
| $3,000. Last week, ‘Midnight’ (Par) 
(3d run), okay $2,800. 
| Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
| ‘With Murder’ (WB). 


Last week, ‘Zenobie’ (UA), very) 
poor $2,700. 
| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 


| ‘Never Die’ (Par). Light $3,500. Last 
| week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) (2d 
| run), swell $4,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
| ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). Eight days; good 
| $12,000. Last week. ‘Missouri’ (Par), 
| five days, light $4,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
| ‘pr. Kildare’ (M-G). 


poor $4,000. 


N. s. h. $3,500. | 


Fair, Fleet, Heat, Beat Up B'way; 
Crosby's Heaven Only $55,000, ‘Lucky 
Night’ Anything But, Blah $12,000 





It makes no difference whether the 
shows are good or whether heavy 
ad pressure is put on, in New York 
they’re on their knees begging for 
business. After the past: weekend, 
which was brutal, the managers 
have thrown away the aspirin and 
are reaching for adrenalin. 

The normal business of two good- 
sized houses could be taking care of 
all the downtown patronage this 
week. One house, the Criterion, goes 
to a new low and two others, the 
Capitol and State (also Loew’s) aren't 
far from the smallest gross they ever 
got. 

Matinees have been away off for 
the past week every day but on Sat- 
urday and Sunday (6-7) when very 
warm weather hit the town, the blow 
was terrific. The July ozone, Fair 
opposition, the fleet, horse racing, 
baseball, golf and anything else you 
can name all combined to bowl over 
the boxoffices. Restaurants, night 
clubs, legit and other amusement 
spots were also affected. 

What little film coin that was 
around fell into a few of the larger 
houses but it all still adds up to a 
puny total. Hit midriff by the heat 
over the weekend, on Monday (<8) 
the take was one of the worst for 
any Monday in memory. Managers 
figure that people knocked them- 
selves out on that weekend and spent 
all their dough besides. Aside from 
those having nothing else to do 
weekdays who are going to the Fair 
instead of to film houses. 

‘Rose of Washington Square,’ heav- 
ily advertised, and ‘This Side of 
Heaven’ are new top-bracket pic- 
tures that ran square into things. 
‘Washington Sq.’ will be less than 
$40,000, unless there is a_ terrific 
pick-up at the Roxy, and the Bing 
Crosby item at the Music Hall will 


Y.| be lucky to shade $55,000. For both 


it’s keeping the head above water 
but not much more. 

The Strand, with a strong show in 
‘Nazi Spy’ and Fred Waring, is put- 
ting up a more successful fight 
against odds than other houses and 
will get around $28,000 on the hold- 
over, as compared with $43,000 the 
first week. This much of a drop is 
the answer, but it could have been 
more. Strane’s show, however, is 
an expensive one, with the stage 
show costing $12,500 and a lot of 
money being spent on advertising. 

Another holdover, ‘Wuthering 
Heights,’ now in its fourth week, is 
resisting the strain in prey good 
fashion, also, but like other pictures 
would normally be getting 20% more 
or better. ‘Wuthering’ will be around 
$19,000. 

‘Lucky Night’ got grounded badly 
and won’t be over $12,000 at the 
Capitol. Pians to put in stage shows 
here, frequently reported of late, are 
still entirely indefinite, understand- 
ing being that Loew’s figures things 
are so bad now anyway that they 
might as well wait a while. 

In Loew's they’re also sweating 
over what's happening to the State 
this week with ‘Let Freedom Ring’ 
and Ben Bernie. House will do 
about $12,000, same as Capitol, and 
that’s close to the all-time low here 
as well. 

Some consolation for Loew’s, how- 
ever, is the remarkable manner in 
which ‘Pygmalion,’ now in its 22d 
week, manages to hold up. It will 
get $6,000 or a bit better, and that’s 
something for this far down on the 
run. 

‘King of the Turf,’ at the Globe, 
will be no better than $5,000, accord- 
ing to indications, worst here since 
the first of the year, and ‘Big Town 
Czar’ slaps down the Crit to its 
lowest ever, about $4,300. Another 
programmer that emerges a sorry 
sight is ‘Fixer Dugan,’ which threw 
in the sponge at the Rialto last night 
(Tues.) after five days, with only 
$3,500. Product be:ng scarce, an- 
other reissue comes in today (Wed.), 
‘Lost Squadron.’ 

With another preview of ‘Union 
Pacific’ thrown in last night (Tues.) 
at the Paramount, this helped to get 
$24,000 for the house on its second 
(final) week with ‘Lady’s from Ken- 
tucky’ and Henry Busse, Shirle 
Ross, Lanny Ross, others. House too 
it on the chin with others despite a 
strong stage bill, but at $24,000 hangs 
onto the right side of the ledger. 
First week was $35,500, o.k. 

‘Juarez,’ also affected by eondi- 
tions, is lightening, but so far on the 
second week the $2 roadshow film is 
all right at $17,000 for the six days, 
aided by the advance sale on the pic- 
ture prior to its opening and during 
the first week. The initial seven | 
days was $22,300, highly satisfactory, | 
against capacity of $25,897 at the Hol. | 
lywood. 


"“stimates for This Week 











All right $6,-| the 
500. Last week, ‘Conquest’ (Rep). Broadway; this week (22d) $6,000 or 


Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Pyg- 
tualion’ (M-G) (22d w-2k). One of 
wonders of  post-denression 





a little over. Last week (21st) was 


$6,500. ‘Pyg’ goes one more week, 


with ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ (M-G) 
opening Tuesday (16). 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-: =-$1.25 )»— 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). The wrong 


number is up and $12,000 will be 
aLout all, very poo-. Last week 
‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep) also suf- 
fered, ending at under $20,000, but 
still doing better than most Metro 
pictures have been of late at this 
cavernous operation. 

Criterion (1,662; 2.-40-55)—‘Big 
Town Czar’ (U). Small time stuff 
at only $4,300, new 1.w for house. 
Last week ‘Blondie Meets Boss’ (Col) 
was aided by a Wednesday night 
preview (3) to $5,000, but still bread 
and water. 


Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘King of 


Turf’ (UA). Brutal is no word for 
it, $5,000. Last week ‘Streets of 
N. Y.’ (Mono), $6,500, just getting 


by. ‘Zenobia’ (UA) comes in Satur- 
day (13), 

Hollywood (1,454: 55 - 85 -$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d 
week). Aided by a goed pre-opening 
advance sale, went to $22,300 the first 
full week, very good, and with ad- 
vance purchases still helping, got 
$17,000 on first six days this week 
(2d), ending Monday night (8). 
Dandy notices an important factor 
with this roadshow. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Baskervilles’ 
(20th), both 2d run, dualed. Maybe 
$9,000, o.k. Last week, ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Family Next 
Door’ (U) (1st run), doubled, got 


,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Union Pacific) (Par) and Dick 
Himber orchestra opens here today 
(Wed.), ‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ 
(Par) and stage show consisting of 
Henry Busse, Lanny Ross, Shirley 
Ross and Billy Gilbert, got two 
weeks and squeezed through to a 
fair profit with two previews of 
‘U. P.’ helping; Ist week $35,500, 2d 
$24,000. 

Radio City Music Hali (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 )——‘East Side of Heaven’ 
(U) and stage show. A last-minute 
booking to replace ‘Dark Victory’ 
and off a lot at $55,000. Second week 
of ‘Victory’ (WB) was $70,000, o.k. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (RKO) (reissue). Opens 
here today (Wed.) after five poor 
days of ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) at 
$3,500. Ahead of that ‘Escape from 
Devil’s Island’ (Col) (reissue), $5,- 
500, not good. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Wuthering’ (UA) (4th week). Pic- 
tures need powerful stamina like 
this one to buck things; this week 
(4th) probably $19,000, very good in 
view of a poisoned b.o. Last week, 
3d, was $28,000, also fine. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Wash- 
ington Sq.’ (20th) and stage show. 
Heavy campaign, including broad- 
casting of Ky. rby, not enough to 
get this baby as much as $40,000, un- 


disappointing, but film holds over. 
Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) got the 
cramps, only $23,000, bad. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Let Free- 
dom Ring’ (M-G) (2d run) and Ben 
Bernie. They’re dodging the cred- 
itors this week; only $12, in sight, 
which is flirting with house’s all- 
time low. it was a differ- 
ent story with ‘Ice Follies’ (M-G> 
(2d run) and Eleanor Powell in per- 
son, $31,000, puissant. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Nazy Spy’ (WB) and Fred Waring 
(2d week). Battling hard for every- 
thing it deserves, with ads on sec- 
ond week of show representing no 
lack of heart, business holds around 
$28,000, under what it should be, but 
a good fight. Nut, however, is heavy 
here with stage show sticking man- 
agement around $12,500. First week 
of ‘Spy’ and Waring was $43,000, 
very fine. Goes into third and last 
lap Friday (12). 


Toronto Has Troubles, 
But Bette Big $12,000 


Toronto, May 9. 

Opening of baseball season, new 
outdoor Promenade Symphony series 
and excellent weather are crimping 
the b.o., and only clickers will be 
‘Dark Victory,’ ‘Let Freedom Ring’ 
and ‘Huckleberry Finn,’ with first- 
named topping the town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Hollywood (Premier) (1,056; 25-35) 

—Jesse James’ (20th) and ‘Paris 











Honeymoon’ (Par). Healthy $6.000. 
Last week, Alexander Nevsky’ (Cos- 
mo), middling $5,000. 

Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373: 25-35- 
50)—‘East Side Heaven’ (U). Good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Dodge City’ (WB) 
(2d wk), disappointing $4,500, after 
$10,500 first stanza. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Huck 
Finn’ (M-G). Combo set for good $9,- 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Plenty Mpls. Grief: 


Castles, $4,300, 


Just a Walk; Dodge,’ $7,000, Good 


Minneapolis, May 9. 

They're continuing to cry the 
blues here as grosses still drop far 
below normal. Another fine line- 
up of pictures isn’t commanding any- 
where near the boxoffice attention 
it merits. One couldn’t ask for a 
better array than ‘Dark Victory,’ 
‘Story of Vernon and Irene Castle’ 
and ‘Dodge City.’ but the returns 
are anything but encouraging. 

‘Dark Victory’ came through with 
a profitable first-week for the Cen- 
tury, far outdistancing its field, but 
its second and final canto isn’t any- 
thing to write home about. After 
big fortnight or three-week sessions 
at the Century, Durbin pictures 
usually have been good for runs of 
anywhere from four to eight weeks 
at the World, but not so ‘Three 
Smart Girls Grown Up,’ which bows 
out of the Steffes house after a single 
week plus three additional days. 

‘Castles’ and ‘Dodge City’ both 
opened poorly, but latter is building 
to good figure. 

Orpheum gets another stage show, 
headed by Shep Fields and his or- 
chestra, paying their first local visit, 
Friday (12). 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Blackwell’ (WB) and ‘Winner All’ 
(20th), dual first-runs. Strong bill 
for this house, but adverse condi- 
tions a handicap. Looks like mild 
$1,300. Last week ‘Jane Arden’ 
(WB) and ‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO), 
dual first-runs, $1,400, mild. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d 
wk.). Considering the bad times, 
this attraction has done well for it- 
self in a boxoffice way. For final 
session fairly good $5,200 is in pros- 


pect. Last week $8,000, good. 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25) 
‘Baskersvilles’ (20th), Title prob- 


ably doesn’t mean much. May reach 
good $3,000. Last week ‘Zenobia’ 
(UA), $1,600, poor. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Huck 
Finn’ (M-G), split with ‘Fast Furi- 
ous’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
showings. Fair $1,600 in prospect. 
Last week ‘Wife, Husband’ (20th), 
$1,300, mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—‘Castles. (RKO). Raves for 
this picture and it may gain mo- 
mentum after its slow start. Wiil 
hold eight days if expected gain ma- 
terializes. Pointed otherwise for 





bring house nifty $10,000. At this 
rate will see extra playing time. 
Last week ‘Midnight’ (Par) ran nine 
days for gracious returns of $8,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). Benefitting from 
some sensational ballyhoo and very 
competent at $8,000. Last week (2d) 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB), strong $5,500. 
Tower (Fox Midwest) 
25-40 )—‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Swing, 
Sister’ (U) (2d wk.). Unexciting 
$4,200. First week fair $6,000. 


PITT SKIDDING: 
‘NAZI SPY’ 
$1700 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

Quick, Watson, the aspirin! Biz 
here continuing to slide, in face of 
blazing unseasonal heat, the coal 
strike and generally poor conditions 
on all sides. Only Penn’s managing 
to dent the Indian sign with ‘Hardys 
Ride High,’ which looks headed for 
enough to send it over to Warner 
for second week. 

Elsewhere, however, town’s in the 
doghouse. Even  widely-heralded 
‘Nazi Spy’ at Stanley, with corking 
campaign behind it and rave notices 
to boot, isn’t going anywhere at all 
for Stanley and same’s true of 
Alvin’s ‘Man of Conquest,’ likewise 
hailed by cricks and backed by solid 
buildup, The others are just dying 
off slowly. 

Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Conquest’ (Rep). Management got 
behind Rep’s epic with the works, 
kept pounding with big puff ads 








(2,050; 10- | 


(20th) and ‘Sudden Money’ (Par), 
second week, $2,500, okay. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32), ‘Beachcomber’ (Par) 
and ‘Each Other’ (UA), Headed for 
big $4,000. Last week, ‘Huck Finn’ 
(M-G) and ‘Three Musketeers’ 
(20th), slow $2,100, 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
ereen) (2,349; 32-37-42), ‘Broadway 
| Serenade’ (M-G) and ‘Within Law’ 
|(M-G). Only $5,500, mild. Last 
| week, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘So- 
/ciety Lawyer’ (M-G), second week, 
| $4.600, fair. 
| Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (800; 32-37-42), ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA), second week. Anticipated 
okay $2,900. Last week, same film, 
$4,200, good, 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600: 32-37-42), ‘Blackwell’ (WB) 
and ‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO). Very 
poor $2,400 in five days and pulled. 
|Last week, ‘Baskervilles’ (20th) and 
‘Culver’ (U), $4,600, so-so. 
| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 





37-42), ‘Third Nation’ (Par) and 
vaude. Look for only $3,700, poor. 
Last week, ‘Mystery Plane’ (Mono) 
and ‘Disbarred’ (Par), plus vaude, 
| fairish $4,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen), 
'‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Big campaign 
| helping to sensational $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
|Texas’ (M-G), big $6,800. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32), 
\‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘Blondie 
'«Col). Expect only $1,800, slow. 
| Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Tom Sawyer’ (Par), second week, 
| $1,500, okay. 

Uptewn (Sterling) (800; 27-42), 
‘Tempest’ (Tri-Nat). Charles Boyer 
getting billing and main reason for 
indicated $900, big. Last week, ‘Lady 
Vanishes’ (20th), second week, $500, 
okay. 


Powell-Lawyer 


Neat $23,000 As 
Wash. Swelters 


Washington, May 9. 
Sock attractions are dragging the 











after newspaper raves came out and 
generally shot the works, but custom- 
ers just aren’t buying. At around 
$6,400 in eight days a big disappoint- 
ment. Flicker, however, will get a 
second week at Senator, where it 
goes Thursday (11). Last week, 
‘Streets New York’ (Mono), poor 


$4,500, not good. Last week ‘Stage- | $3,400 


coach’ (UA) yanked after six days, 
$4,000, poor. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—'Dodge City’ (WB). Picture has 
had lots of publicity and nothing but 
nice things are being said about it. 


Looks 500, good. Last week 
— Bell’ (20th), $4,800, very 
ght. 

Time (Gillman) (290; 25-35)— 


‘Professor Mamlock’ (Foreign), Su- 
rlatives spilled on this one, too, 
ut nothi resembling a rush of 

customers in evidence. Light $700 

indicated. Last week ‘Ecstasy’ (For- 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Too many hoss 
oprys of late and looks like public’s 
getting a bit fed up with them. No 
action for this one at all and will be 
lucky to crack $3,500, no dice. Last 


at $2,600. re 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Hardys’ (M-G). Even in a 
session when everything's taking it 
on the chin, this flicker is more than 
holding its own, cracking through 
with better than $18,000, which 
means a holdover at the Warner. 





eign) (3d wk.), $600, mild after two 
big preceding weeks. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35140-55) 
— Three Smart Girls’ (U) (4th wk.). 
Goes only three days on its fourth 
week with mild $500 in prospect. 
Last week, $1,700. fairly good after 
$7,900 and $5,000 first two weeks at 
Century. 


. U.P. $10,000 IN 





K.C, FAST PACE 





Kansas City, May 9. 

Union Pacific,” at Newman, and 
‘Hardys Ride High,’ at Midland, are 
topping the town currently. De- 
Mille production has the edge on 
percentage basis, though actual fig- 
ures favor the much larger Midland. 

‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ at Or- 
pheum, is substantial, though not 
up to figures set by ‘Castles’ and 
‘Dark Victory’ in recent weeks. 
‘Spy,’ due to its controversial subject 
matter, is figured limited in draw. 

Tower is keeping ‘Man of Con- 
quest’ for a second week, its second 
successive holdover, extraordinary 
here. Figures on this one not in top 
bracket, but steady. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Opened Wednes- 
day (3) and appears in for extra day 
or two. Nine days combo around 
$5,500, fair. Last week ‘East Side 
Heaven’ (U) played five days of 
holdover week for $4,000. 

Midland (Loew’s (3,573: 10-25-40) 
—Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Within Law’ 
(Col). Rooney film strongest draw 
here in several weeks and getting 
$12,500, good. Last week ‘Madden’ 
(M-G) and ‘King Turf’ (UA), $10,000, 
okay. 

eases (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
25-40) — ‘Union Pacific’ (Par). 
Opened full throttle and should 


Last week, ‘Midnight’ (Par), better 
than originally estimated at $13,250. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Inside Story’ (20th) and ‘Lady Mob’ 
(Col). Couple of weakies in for four 
days only and will hardly get $800 in 
that abbreviated period. Dual comes 
out Thursday (11) for ‘Man of Con- 
quest’ (Rep), moving over from 
Alvin. Last week ‘Alexander Bell’ 
(20th), stayed 10 days after week at 
Alvin and in that period bettered 
$4,000, pretty good. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). One of the sea- 
son’s major disappointments, es- 
pecially after great campaign, which 
included Pittsburgh appearances of 
both Lya Lys and Leon G. Turrou. 
Got rave notices, too, but not more 
than $12,700 in sight and that’s de- 
pressing for such a picture. House 
returns to flesh Friday (12) after 
three weeks of unprofitable straight 


poor $11,200. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Women in Wind’ (WB) and ‘King 
Chinatown’ (Par). Twin weakies 
barely keeping an usher busy and 
won’t do much more than $3,000 in 
nine days. Staying the two extra 
days simply because ‘Hardys’ can’t 
move over from Penn before Friday 
(12). Last week, ‘Sudden Money’ 
(Par) and ‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO), 
about $3,100 in six days. 


‘U. PY’, Terrific $11,000, 
Easily Topping Seattle 


Seattle, May 9. 

It takes the big ones to pep up the 
b.o., though the town generally is 
quiet. However, the ball team is out 
of town now, which helps some; but 
summery weather isn’t helping. 

‘Union Pacific’ is terrific at the 
Paramount. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(750; 32-37-42), ‘Hardys’ (M-G) and 
‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), moved over from 








Paramount. Expect good enough 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Alexander Bell’ 


week, ‘King Turf’ (UA ), even worse. 


pix. Last week, ‘Stagecoach’ (UA), $ 


customers in by the hair this week, 
but weekend of midsummer weather 
played havoc with the drop-in trade. 
‘Society Lawyer’ can tha Eleanor 
Powell p.a. for nice biz. ; 
Repeat of ‘Dark Victory,’ with Ma- 
rion Talley topping vaude, is third 
time in nine years that Earle has 
tried holding a bill second week, and 
is headed for considerably under 
opener, but take will still be equal to 
fair first stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Eleanor Powell p.a. and repeat bill 
at opposition vaude spot shoving 


Last week, ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) 
and Jessica Dragonette on stage, 
light $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Mutiny Bounty’ (M-G) (revival). 
Heading for average $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Midnight’ ar) (2d run), 
good $4,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and vaude (2d 
wk). Complete bill, with Marion 
Talley on stage, held over second 
week and will see satisfying $15,000. 
Last week, same bill played one day 
without stage show and seven days 
with for big $24,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Castles’ (RKO). Battling stiff op- 
position and weather for nice $10,- 
500. Last week, ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
(U) (3d wk), oke $5,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Blondie’ 
(Col). Skedded for five days and 
will see oke $3,500. Last week, 


‘Dodge City’ (WB) (2d run), big 
$7,000 in six days. 
Palace (‘Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 


‘Stagecoach’ (UA). Ace straight film 
spot will squeeze out satisfactory 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Wuthering 
jaa (UA) (2d wk), average 
i pi, . 





0. C. DULL, BUT ‘U.P.’ 
$6,000; DIX, 46, OKAY 


Oklahoma City, May 9. 
‘Union Pacific,’ at Criterion, and 
‘Man of Conquest,’ at State, are do- 
ing well, but others are only so-so. 
Last week was dull for all houses, 
with only ‘Blackwell’s Island’ and 
‘Sudden Money,’ at Liberty, hitting 
even average figure. 
Estimates for This Week 


Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Nice $6,000 
in sight, perhaps petter if week 
holds. Last week ‘Love Affair’ 
(RKO), bit under average at $5,000. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
; ‘Never Die’ (Par) and ‘Tom Sawyer’ 

(Par), split with ‘Saint Back’ (RKO) 
and ‘Almost Gentleman’ (RKO). Fair 
| $2.500. Last week ‘Blackwell’ (WB) 
‘and ‘Sudden Money’ (Par), split with 
|"Within Law’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty 
| Asking’ (RKO), $2,400. 
| Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G), Poor 














this into easy lead with ‘nice $23,000. $17 


Philly Melts, But Nazi Spy’ $1600, 








Holds Up Fairly Well Heaven’ NG 4G 


$3,000. Last week ‘Missouri’ (Par), 


$3,200, poor. 
Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)— 
‘Love Affair’ (RKO). So-so $1,300. 


Last week (3d), ‘Dodge City’ (WB), 
good $1,500. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 25-40)—‘Con- 
quest’ (Rep). Good $4,000. Last 
week ‘Meade’ (Col) and ‘Tough Kid’ 
(Mono), n. g. $2,200. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). Fair $2,200. 
Last week ‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G), 
jerked day early, poor $1,700. 


BALTO WILTING; 
HARDYS NICE 
312,000 


Baltimore, May 9. 

Advent of balmy weather after 
prolonged spell of unseasonable 
frigidity is having a dampening effect 
on grosses here. Fairly strong going 
for ‘The Hardys Ride High,’ at 
Loew's Century, and ‘Rose of Wash- 
ington Square,’ at the New, but 
rather disappointing reaction to 
combo Hipp’s layout of p.a. of Joan 
Davis, tied in with ‘King of the 
Turf.’ 

Rest of town n.s.g. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Hardy’s (M-G). In lead with 
pleasing $12,000. Last week, ‘Free- 
dom Ring’ (M-G), didn’t get very far 
at $7,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66}—‘King Turf’ (UA) 
plus p.a. of Joan Davis and vaude. 
Attracting only mild attention at 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Girls White’ 
(M-G), thanks to strong draw from 
stage stint of John Boles, counted 
nice $13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) — ‘East Side Heaven’ (U). 
Opened Mon. (8) after six days of 
‘Never Say Die’ (Par) to n.g. $3,600. 
New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Washington Square’ (20th). 
Strong $8,000; big in this house. Last 
week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), fairish 
$4,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Completing second session tomorrow 
(Wed.) and continuing until Sat. 
(13), when ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) gets 
underway. Should add steady $9,500 
to songe opening week’s take of 











B’KLYN HOT, BIZ OFF 


‘Serenade’ Dual Good $16,000; ‘Ky.’ 
Fair 15G 


Brooklyn, May 9. 

Glorious weekend weather hit the 
downtown deluxers and dented biz. 

Loew’s Metropolitan, with ‘Broad- 
way Serenade’ and ‘Code of Streets,’ 
and RKO Albee, flashing ‘Return of 
Cisco Kid’ and ‘Sorority House,’ are 
both doing well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO). 
Good $16,000. Last week, ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) and ‘Baskervilles’ (20th), fine 
$19,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Lady Ken- 
tucky’ (Par) and ‘Blondie’ (Col), 
Fair $15,000. Last week, ‘Back Door 
Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Made Spy’ 
(RKO), weak $14,500. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—Broadway 
Serenade’ (M-G) and ‘Code Streets’ 
(Mono). Good $16,000. Last week, 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G) and ‘Mad- 
den’ (M-G). satisfactory $16,000. 

Paramount (4.126; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) and ‘Son Crim- 
inal’ (Col) (2d wk). Nice $18,000. 
Last week swell $23,000. 

Strand (2,870: 25-35-40)—‘Romance 








Redwoods’ (Col) and ‘Undercover 
Agent’ (Mono). Quiet $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Was Convict’ (Rep) and 


‘Headleys’ (Ind), ditto. 


Taylor-Loy, $10,000, Forte 
In Denver; ‘U. P.’ 2d Big 


; ; Denver, May 9. 

‘Union Pacific,’ in its second week, 
continues to lead the town, with 
prospects good for a four-week run 
at the Denham. 

Orpheum’s ‘Lucky Night’ dual is 
also strong, as well as those at Rialto 
and Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1.400; 25-40)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), after week 
at Denver. Fair $2,700. Last week, 
‘Dodge City’ (WB), strong $5,000, 
after a week at Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Hardy’s’ (M-G) and ‘Made Spy’ 
(RKO), both afer a week at the 








Orpheum. Good $3,000. Last week, 


Philadelphia, May 9. 

Hottest weather of the season Sat- 
urday and Sunday carved the bottom 
out of weekend biz, but the results 
of the b.o. depresh were far more 
evident in the nabes and second-runs 
than in the town’s three principal 
deluxers, which are fortified with 
extra strong product. 

‘Nazi Spy,’ at Stanley, is clicking 
off better than average business, but 
is not the cause for the cheers that 
were expected. It will get only two 
extra days before being shouldered 
out Thursday (11). There’s reason- 
ing behind the move, however, for 
the pie will be shifted into the first- 
run Stanton, with provision for a 
lengthy stay if it holds up. Warners 
is anxious to get ‘Union Pacific’ into 
the Stanley to take advantage of the 
bally this week on the arrival of the 
U. P. special train here. Further- 
more, with two other films holding 
over, circuit was anxious for at least 
one major opening. 

‘Wuthering Heights’ will crack a 
local record of 


a several season's 
standing by holding over for a fifth 
week. That even betters ‘Snow 


White,’ although the latter was in a 
house twice as big as the Aldine. The 
other h.o is ‘Dark Victory,’ which 
will go into a third canto at the 


Boyd. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Still hitting a nice pace at $6,500, and 
will be honored with a fifth lap, the 
first time a film has achieved that in 
Philly in several seasons. Last week 
likewise a hummer at $7,300. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57 )—‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) (2d wk). Holding up 
well this sesh with $13,000 after hit- 
ting enormous $17,000 in the opener. 
Will get a chance at another gallop 
around without trouble. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42 )—‘Mid- 
night’ (Par) (3d run). Like all the 
subsequent-runners, was badly hit b 
the hot spell over the weekend. Weak 
$5,200. Last week, ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ (U) (3d run), likewise a com- 
paratively large drop-off from first 
and second runs at $5,500, shady. 
House will change shortly to the 
first-run, three-hour show policy of 
the Palace, which will be renovated. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) and Hugh Herbert, 
Ella Logan and Eddie DeLange orch 
on stage. Film got a good sendoff 
from the crix, but with a stage show 
of only mediocre marquee value and 
under the spell of the hot weather 
will do only $19,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) with Tony Martin 
on the stage, rang up about the same 
score, 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) (2d run). Like the 
other subsequents, failing to pull 'em 
into town against the drag of old Sol 
and hitting poor $3,900. Last week, 
‘Alex Bell’ (20th) (2d run), with 
news feature, ‘The Crisis,’ added, just 
a little better at $3,200. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57)— 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d wk of 2d run). 
Unusual distinction here for a second 
run to get an extra week, and this 
is making the best of it at $4,000. Last 
week, swell. $5,500. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—‘Ze- 
nobia’ (UA). Unusual for a UA pie 
to go anywhere but the company’s 
showcase, Aldine. Here it’s very bad 
at $3,800, giving the house one of its 
worst weeks on current policy. Last 
week, ‘Mutiny Elsinore’ (Argyle), 
$4,000, not so bad for this indie. 

; Stanley (WB) (2.916: 32-42-57)— 
Nazi Spy’ (WB). Not the b.o. sensa- 
tion that it was thought it might be, 
but will do $16,000 for the initial 
week, ending tonight, which is good. 
However, with the limited biz and 
other considerations, will hold over 
for only two extra days here. going 
into the Stanton on Friday (12) for a 
run. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) in 
four days of second lap, marked up 
$5,500, n.g. 

i Stanton (WB) (1,457: 26-32-42)— 
Back Door Heaven’ (Par). Crix 
dwelt on its sombre qualities. which 
didn’t help, giving it about $4,000 for 





six days, poor. Last week, New 
York’ (Mono), $4,800, not bad. 

‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) and 
‘Society wyer’ (M-G), only fair 


$2,000, after week at Orpheum. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 


40) — ‘Union Pacific’ ‘Par) (2d 
week). Strong $12,000. Last week, 
big $14,000. 


Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (FN). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Three Smart Girls’ «U), 
strong $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Freedom 
Ring’ (M-G). Good $10.000. Last 
week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Made 
Spy’ (RKO), strong $11.500. 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Family Next 
Door’ (U). Fine $4,500. Last week, 
‘Ambush’ (Par) and ‘Secret Service 
Air’ (WB), fair $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Dodge 
City’ (WB), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th). Good $2.500. Last 
week, ‘Baskervilles’ (20th), after 2 
week at the Paramount, and ‘Every- 





body’s Baby’ (20th), fair $1,500. 
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Frisco Fed Up on Broncs; Dix, $13,000 


Off, ‘Stagecoach 


4 


San Francisce, May 9. 

Thundering epics of the outdoors 
aren't clicking as solidly at the b.o. 
as of yore, probably due to Market 
street having an overdose of his- 
torical outdoor pictures this week. 
Currently at the first runs are 
‘Stagecoach,’ at United Artists; ‘Man 
of Conquest,” at Paramount, and 


‘Union Pacific,” at Fox. All would 
have been big money-makers six 
months, or so, ago, but now they are 
doing just better than average busi- 
ness, with the possible exception of 
‘Union Pacific,’ which, in second 
week, is faring considerably better 
than the others. 

Every effort is being made by 
exhibs to get the femmes to come to 
see these horse oprys. The romantic 
angles are being played up to the 
hilt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk). Biz 
this week should run around $12,000 
okay. Last week plenty good at 
$23,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Code Steel’ (U) and _ vaude. 
Combo will take around fairish $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Made Her Spy’ 
(RKO) and vaude, fair $12,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Women 
Wind’ (WB). Biz on Republic’s out- 
doorer just so-so, in spite of an ex- 
cellent campaign and notices. Looks 
to get $13,000, which is considerably 
under predictions. Last week (2d), 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Society Law- 
yer’ (M-G), managed to end up with 
$10,000, nice. P.a. of Mickey Rooney 
one night towards the end of the 
run helped considerably. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘Kid 
Texas’ (WB) (3d wk). ‘Victory’ 
started out strong in its second week 
and then suddenly did a fade. Rather 
than take ‘Cisco Kid’ from the War- 
field, which would have meant west- 
erns in four of the downtowners, 
manager Frank Newman held ‘Vic- 
tory’ for an additional stint. Light 
$3,500. Last week, second, $5,500, 
under expectations. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—‘Stagecoach’ (UA). Picture 
has been held back so long it has 
lost its freshness. Boys are trying 
to disguise the fact that another 
horse opry is on the screen. ‘Dance 
hall girl, high born lady, both with 
the sgme passions, love and desire,’ 
etc., is typical of the ad copy. House 
is using 400 double cards in street 
cars (the first time this has been 
done here) and is buying plenty of 
space in the dailies. Should tick out 
$10,000, fairly good. Last week, (4th) 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), siowed 
down to $5,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Jane 
Arden’ (WB). Loy-Taylor getting 
good $12,000. Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) and ‘Inside Story’ (20th), got 
fairish $12,000 in 10 days. 


GEE-GEES HURT PROV.; 
BETTE HEFTY $9,000 


Providence, May 9. 

All stands are complaining about 
the big drop in matinee attendance, 
which can be directly traced to Nar- 
ragansett’s spring racing meet. To 
add to their woes, Crescent Park, 
amusement center it. a neighboring 
township opened for the season 
Sunday (7). Soaring temperature 
also helping outdoor spots. 

‘Dark Victory, at Majestic, and 
‘Union Pacific,’ at Strand, are the 
current standouts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘Sorority House’ 
(RKO). Very slow $3,500. Last 
week ‘Castles’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
Strikes Back’ (RKO) (2d wk), swell 
$5,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Fighting 
Thoroughbreds’ (Rep) (2d run). 
Looks like fairish $4,000. Last week 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Inspec- 
tor Hornleigh’ (20th), poor $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Code Streets’ (U) and vaude. Good 
evenings may help for fair $6,500. 
Last week ‘Can’t Murder’ (WB) and 
vaude, okay $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Mayor’ (WB), Slated for hefty $9,- 
000. Last week ‘Alexander Bell’ 
(20th) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th), 








poor $5,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Society 


Lawyer’ (M-G). Not too strong at 
$11,000. Last week ‘Hardys’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fighting Thoroughbreds’ (Rep), 
nice $13.000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Looks like 
biggest for house in long time, swell 
$10,000 spotted. Last week ‘Lady’s 
Kentucky’ (Per) and ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
(Par), poor $5,000. 





Fairly Good $10,000 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week. ..........$1,483,500 
(Based on 25 cities, 173 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, Inctuding 
| 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year............$1,170,900 
(Based on 22 cities, 152 theatres) 


U. P., $11,000, 
FAST IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, May 9. 

Business is perking somewhat this 
week, with ‘Alexander Graham Bell’ 
plus Tony Martin-Xavier Cugat 
stageshow, at Buffalo, and ‘Union 
Pacific’ at Great Lakes leading the 
pack. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Alexander Bell’ (20th), with Tony 
Martin and Xavier Cugat on stage. 
Looks like handsome $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB), got by 
at $14,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘With Murder’ (WB) and ‘Sweep- 
stakes Winner’ (WB). Around $5,000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
and ‘Inside Story’ (20th), good $7,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par). Should get 
excellent $11,000. Last  week,) 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), fine) 


(Shea) (2,100: 25-40) —) 
ys’ (M-G) (2d run) and ‘Made! 
Spy’ (RKO). Mild $5,000. Last week, 
‘Missouri’ (Par) and ‘King China-| 
town’ (Par), $4,000, poor, 




















| 


Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Lady Mob’ (Col) and ‘Romance 
Redwoods’ (Mono). Maybe $5,500, | 


n.s.h, Last week, ‘East Side Heaven’ | 
(U) (2d week) and ‘Gambling Ship’ | 
(U), nearly $9,000, swell. 


Omaha Plenty Bah, 
But ‘Nazi Spy’ Has 
Nice Sailing, $5,500 


Omaha, May 9. 
Perfect weather and a three-day, 
five-states Shrine celebration, plus 
possible some hangover from the 
‘Union Pacific’ premiere, are chok- 
ing the picture grosses here. Takes 
are not so bad, but considering the 
bill they aren’t up to standard. 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ en- 
countering no trouble, is doing nice- 
ly at the Brandeis. 
Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-180-650; 10-25) — ‘Little 
Pal’ (Mono), first-run, and ‘Trade 
Winds’ (UA), dual, split with ‘West 
Point’ (UA) and ‘O’Connor’ (M-G).' 
Fair $2,000. Last week, ‘Huck Finn’ 
(M-G) and ‘Daughter’ (WB), dual, 
split with ‘Wings Navy’ (WB) and 
‘Girl Downstairs’ (M-G), fair $2,000. 

Brandeis (Singer) (RKO) (1,250; 
10-25-35-40)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and 
‘Lady and Mob’ (Col). Good $5,500. | 
Last week (2d), ‘Dark Victory’! 
(WB), $6,000, excellent. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— | 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk). Good 
$9,200. Last week, world premiere, | 
sensational $13,000. House average | 
is $5,800. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) | 
—Alexander Bell’ (20th) and ‘Am-| 
bush’ (Par). Good $9,000. Last! 
week, ‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G)| 
and ‘Within Law’ (M-G), $9,300, | 
good. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) | 
—‘Silver Sage’ (Par), ‘Undercover | 
Agent’ (Mono), both first-runs, and | 
‘West Point’ (UA), tripler, split with | 
‘Little Pal’ (Mono), “Trade Winds | 
(UA), and ‘Daughter’ (FN), tripler. 
Fair $1,500. Last week, ‘Mexicali| 
Rose’ (Rep), ‘100 Faces’ (GB), both! 
first-runs, and ‘Wings Navy’ (WB), | 
split with ‘Forged Passport’ (Rep), | 
‘Let Live’ (Col) and ‘Lady Vanishes’ 
(GB), tripler, fair $1,500. 


H. O.s Dominate Port.; 
‘U. P.’, 54G, Bette, 5G. 


Portland, Ore.. May 9. | 

‘Union Pacific’ is still the big | 
winner in its second week at the 
Paramount, followed closely by ‘Dark | 

















Victory’ in second week at Broad- 
way. 
‘Lucky Night’ is another winner in 
its first week at Parker's UA. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 





40)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘Wife's | 


| ag 


| week, 


Relatives’ (Rep) (2d wk.). Holding | 


up to great biz at around $5,000. | 
First week great $7,100. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; | 
30-35-40 )—‘Hardy’s’ (M-G) and ‘So- 
ciety Lawyer’ (M-G). Following big 
first stanza at UA, still worth $2,800. 
okay here. Last week, ‘Midnight’ 
(Par) and ‘Street Missing Men’ 
(Rep), $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40) — ‘Alexander Bell’ 
(20th) and ‘Blondie’ (Col). Good 
enough $4,300. Last week, ‘Basker- 
villes’ (20th) and ‘Sudden Money’ 
(Par), okay $4,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). Still worth strong 
$5,500. First week terrific $8,000. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Paris 
Honeymoon’ (Par) and ‘Adventures 
of Chico’ (Mono). Two repeats doing 
nicely at $1,800. Last week, ‘Sweet- 
hearts’ (M-G) and ‘Spring Madness’ | 
(M-G), also repeats booked in when | 
Jeannette MacDonald visited the} 
burg in concert, good $2,000. | 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) — ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and 
‘Kid Texas’ (M-G). Good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Society | 
Lawyer’ (M-G), good $4,800, and 
moved to Mayfair. 


HUB BIZ SKIDS: 
U.P’ OK $25,000 











Boston, May 9. 
No doubt the alibi reports to the 
home offices this week will carry 
prominent mention of daylight sav- 
ing, baseball and the circus. All three 
certainly cut into the film trade, and 
yet ‘Alexander Bell’ and ‘Union 
Pacific’ are drawing very good coin. 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Society Smugglers’ (U) (2nd run) 
and ‘Boy Slaves’ (RKO) (lst run), 
dual plus vaude for four days; and 
‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) and ‘Saint 
Strikes Back’ (RKO) (both 2nd run), 
double, for three days. Heading for 
better than $8,000, good. Last week, | 
‘White Woman’ (Par) (reissue) and 
‘Whispering Enemies’ (Col) (2nd 
run), with vaude for four days; and 
‘White Woman’ and ‘Beauty for 
Asking’ (RKO) (2nd run), double, 
for three days, dandy $10,200. This 
split-week-duals vaude policy has 
been averaging satisfactory grosses 
ever since it opened several months 


oO. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) and ‘On 
Trial’ (WB). nash. on the intake, 
around $4,000. Last week, ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) (2nd run) and ‘Pardon 
Nerve’ (20th) (1st run), okay $6,700. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Alexander Bell’ (20th) 
and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Drawing 
good biz, aiming for $22,000. Last 
week (6 days), ‘Castles’ (RKO) (2nd 
wk.) and ‘Culver’ (U) (1st wk.), 
good $15,300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)-—Union Pacific’ (Par) and 
‘Winner All’ (20th). Responding to 
buildup and will get about $25,000, 
very good. Last week, ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (WB) and ‘Sudden Money’ 
(Par) (2d wk.), very good $19,000 for 
six days. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) and ‘Mad- 
den’ (M-G). Medium $16,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ (UA) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G), strong %18,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) and ‘On 
Trial’ (WB), dual. Sagging to 
around $6,500. Last week, ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) (2nd run) and ‘Pardon 
Nerve’ (20th) (1st run), okay $8,400. 


Screen Fare Not to L.A’s Liking, - 


‘Nazi Spy Wins H. 0. With $20,000, 
U. P.-Vande, 2d, Bright $17,500 





+ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
> re $243,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Weex 
EE PI cidxe veeadacxs $223,000 
(Based on 11 theatres) 











Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Dodge City’ (WB) (3d run) and 
‘Wong’ (Par) (ist run). Satisfactory 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ 


| (Par) and ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (both 


2nd run), $6,500, good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) and ‘Madden’ 
(M-G). Fair $12,000. Last week: | 
Wuthering Heights’ (UA) and ‘Kid 
Texas’ (M-G), good $13,200. 
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000. Last week, ‘Stagecoach’ (U), 
excellent $9,500. 

Royal Alexandra (UBO) (1,541; 35- 
50)—Dark. Last week, ‘Beethoven,’ | 
bad $2,900. 

Shea's (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-40)— | 
‘Lady and Mob’ (Col) and vaude | 
headed by Lee Sims and Ilomay 
Bailey. Fair $9,500. Last week, 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th) and Eddie Pea- | 
body, nice $10,100. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433, 25-40)— | 
‘Daughter’ (WB) and ‘Made Me | 
Criminal’ (WB). Fair $4,500. Last | 
‘Cafe Society’ (Par) one} 
‘Wings Navy’ (WB), fair $4,600. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) | 
—Dark Victory’ (WB). Off to a 
powerful start and will top the main 
stem with socko $12,000. Extra lap 
certain. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
(24 wk), disappointing $4,800 after 
an excellent $11,200 in the opener. 


DET. OFF, B 
UP. NICE 176 


Detroit, May 9. 

After a natural buildup ‘Union Pa- 
cific,’ at the Michigan, with ‘Women 
in the Wind,’ will easily lead the 
town. 

With business conditions in a gen- 
eral slump, things don’t look any too 
good. Warm weather isn’t helping, 
either. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Castles’ (RKO) (°d run) and ‘Fly- 
ing Irishman’ (RKO). After a lively 
sesh at Fox, looks like good $6,000. 
Last week fair $4,500 for ‘Redwoods’ 
(Col) plus ‘Winner All’ (20th). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
65)—‘East Side Heaven’ (U) plus 
vaude. In face of strong competi- 
tion, doesn’t figure to get more than 
mild $19,000. Last week ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) plus Xavier Cugat’s band, 
good $24,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and 
‘Women Wind’ (WB). Should have 
no trouble doing excellent $17,000. 
Last stanza ‘Madden’ (M-G) plus 
‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par), fair $12,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Blackwell’ (FN) plus 
‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) (2d run), 
Will do only $5,000, bad. Last week 
nice $9,000 for ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) 
(2d run) plus ‘Within Law’ (M-G). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Lucky Night’ (M- 
G). Picture comes in at wrong time; 
competition will hold it to $7,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), disappointing $7,000. 


Big Indpls. Theatre 
Shuts; King’s Orch 
Ups ‘Danger’ to 146 


Indlanapolis, May 9. 

With the 3,100-seat Indiana shut- 
tered, other houses in the downtown 
sector are splitting the coin in larger 
lots, with the Circle, Loew's, and 
the Lyric in the black. The weather 
man is still taking raps from man- 
agers, however, with the rush to the 
open road and green fields coinci- 
dental with the arrival of warm 
weather. 

Circle and Loew’s are riding com- 
fortably at the boxoffice with ‘Union 
Pacific’ and ‘Hardys Ride High,’ re- 
spectively. Wayne King’s orch is 
pulling the strongest biz in recent 
months at the Lyric, with the pic, 
‘Chasing Danger,’ practically ignored 
in the billing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Moved 
over from the now shuttered Indiana 
and faring mildly at $2,100. Last 
week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and 
‘White Room’ (U), also held for sec- 
ond week from Indiana, not so good 
at $1,800. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Turning 
in nifty $9,000. Last week, ‘Zenobia’ 
(UA) and Jimmy Dorsey’s orch on 
stage. dismal $6,50U. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—Dark this week. Last week, 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB), made the grade 
for nice $7,500 before house put up 
shutters for summer. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G), with former pic doing all 
the pulling to $9,500, very good. Last 
week, ‘Madden’ (M-G) and ‘King 
Turf’ (UA), faded $4,300, red. 

Lyric (Olson) (1.900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Chasing Danger’ (20th) and Wayne 
King’s orch. Latter given credit for 
$14,000, best gross this season. Last 
week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and Joe 
Sanders’ orch, Dixie Dunbar and 
George Givot, $9,500, profitable. 


Lee Tracy’s 2d at RKO 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Cliff Reid sent ‘The Spellbinder’ 
into work yesterday (Mon.) at RKO, 
with Lee Tracy in the top spot. 
Picture, concerning a _ criminal 
lawyer, is Tracy’s second at RKO 
since his return from England. 








Los Angeles, May 9. 

First run biz not too encouraging 
this week. Newcomers include ‘Cisco 
Kid’ and ‘Baskervilles’ at State-Chi- 
nese, with sufficient in sight to make 
it profitable week for both houses. 
‘Nazi Spy’ is day-dating at two War- 
ner houses and doing well enough to 
h.o. 

Of the holdovers, ‘Union Pacific’ 
continuing strong at Paramount, 
while ‘Three Smart Girls’ is in for 
just ordinary second week at Pan- 
tages and Hillstreet. Another hold- 
over, ‘Stolen Life,’ coing just fair at 


Four Star on second stanza. Or- 
pheum, United Artists ar © Wilshire 
not very encouraging. 
Estimates for Thi Week 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75 )—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th) dual Final 


week of straight sound before going 
into stage show pclicy (12) bringing 


neat $10,300. Last week ‘Freedom’ 
(M-G) and ‘Madden’ (M-G), very 
bad $6,200. 


Downtown (WB) 
65)—Nazi Spy’ (WB). Good $9,000 
and holds. Last week ‘Wuthering’ 
(UA) and ‘Torchy Mayor’ (WB), on 
holdover weak $5,500. 


Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Stolen Life’ (Par) (2d week). 
Sticks for third week of five days. 
Second full stanza bringing $3,200 as 
against okay $4,600 on initial week. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). Doing good 
$11,000 and holds. Last week second 
stanza of ‘Wuthering’ (UA) and 
‘Torchy Mayor’ (WB), just fair 
$6,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Boy Trouble’ (Par) and ‘Mus- 
keteers’ (20th) dual and vaudeville. 
Half a first run screen bill and no 
outstanding names on sta’e respon- 


(1,800; 30-40-55- 


sible for weak $6,500. Last week 
‘Strange Faces’ (U), first run, and 
‘Blackwell’s Island’ (WB), poor 


$6,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Lady 
and Mob’ (Col) dual (2d week). Sec- 
ond week quite disappointing with 
probable $6,500. First stanza ended 
with $10,600, about what was ex- 
pected. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par) and stage 
show (2d wk). Only real bright spot 
in town and on second week looks 
headed for nifty $17,500. First seven 
days exceeded expectations for big 
$22,500 


RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘3 Smart 
Girl (U) and ‘Lady Mob’ (Col), 
dual (2d wk). Will not lose any 
money on holdover with $6,900, First 
week not hot at $10,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Cisco’ (20th) and ‘Baskervilles’ 
(20th), dual. Took on new lease of 
life with $14,500, very good in sight. 
Last week ‘Freedom’ (M-G) and 
‘Madden’ (M-G), poor $8,800. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
‘Madden’ (M-G), dual. Another los- 
ing week on downtown moveover 
with slim $1,800. Last week, con- 
tinued run of ‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Kid 
Texas’ (M-G), after good start pe- 
tered out to dismal $1,800. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Freedom Ring’ (1°-G) and 
‘Madden’ (MG), dual. Biz away off 
with probable $2,600 the answer. 
Last week ‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Kid 
Texas’ (M-G), sweet $6,100, holding 
pace well. 


WB’s Philly Re-Map; Fox 
Vaudeville Ali Summer 


Philadelphia, May 9. 

With vaude set to stick at the Fox 
over the summer, Warners will 
shortly make other shifts in policy of 
midtown houses. Principal move 
will be to take first-runs out of the 
Palace and put them in the Earle. 
Palace’s three-hour show policy will 
also be switched to the Earle, which 
is much better equipped to handle 
it by reason o 2% times the seat- 
ing capacity. Palace will be reno- 
vated, although whether or not it 
will be shuttered during that period 
hasn’t been determined yet. 


Since a slash in downtown prices 
and switch of flesh from Earle to the 
| Fox in February, WB has also ate 
| tempted to mix up types of bookings 

and lengths of holdovers in various 
| houses, as a stimulant to business, 
peny- only on a limited scale, results 

are difficult to determine accurately. 
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Plenty of Theatre Ownership 


Changes and 


Managerial Moves: 





Denver, May 9. 

Gibraltar theatres added the 902- 
seat Wigwam, Basin, Wyo. House 
was bought by Ed Schulte, one of the 
partners. The spot will be closed 
for three weeks for repairs and re- 
modeling. John Greve has opened 
his new West, Craig, Colo. 

L Snyder installed 
plete ventilation equipment 
State, Ft. Collins, Colo. 

Glenn Gregory, Grand National 


com- 
in his 


exchange manager, has turned song- | 


writer, his ‘Somehow I Remember 
You’ having been sung on several 
radio shows. 

C. U. (Bank Night) Yaeger has left 
for a six-week trip east. 

Spanish films being used three 
days a week at the Bideawee and 
double-bili American films three 
days. The odd day is being used for 
political meetings, with city election 
near. 





Two in Kansas Change Hands 
Kansas City, May 9. 

Ritz 600 seats, McPherson, Kan., 
purchased by Peck Baker. Jack 
Johnston, former local manager of 
the Ritz is a partner. Baker is a 
Kansas City exhib. 

L. O. (Bob) Ringler acquired the 
Sunflower, Peabody, Kan., from W. P. 
Huston, operator of the Crawford 
and Kansas theatres, Wichita. Until 
recently Ringler was a partner in 
the Monogram franchise in Omaha 
and Des Moines. 

Orpheum gave two-week notices 
last Friday (5). Strong possibility 
house will close for the summer after 
the two-week run of ‘Nazi Spy.’ No 
definite announcement yet. 

House was renovated and reopened 
last Labor Day, following closing of 
Mainstreet, former RKO outlet. 





Smith Bros.’ New House 
Menominie, Wis., May 9. 
Smith Bros., veteran operators of 
the Orpheum, Minneapolis, have 
ew site for a new theatre 
ere 


Lucille Forbes, for the last three 
years manageress of the Bonham, 
Prairie du Sac. has taken over the 
Cosmo at Merrill, Wis., with her 
brother, Clyde, placed in charge of 
the Prairie du Sac house, which re- 
cently was remoceled. Miss Forbes 
intends to remodel the Cosmo. _ 

Oswald Mylener is redecorating 
the Lyric, Peshtigo, Wis. 

Eskin Amus. Co., Milwaukee, oper- 
ators *f theatres in Wisconsin, re- 
ported to have taken over the lease 
of the Grand, Mondovi, Wis. Sev- 
eral parties recently held the option 
of the Grand lease, including Frank 
Woskie, Minnvapolis, and William 
Woskie, Colby, Wis. In recent years 
the house has been under the man- 
agement of Frank McDonald, who is 
erecting a new theatre at Mondovi 
and will not renew the Grand lease. 
Grand is being remodeled at a cost 
of $20,000. 

' Kurt Rex of Reeseville, Wis., will 
show pictures in the Woodman Hall 
in Juneau, Wis. 

Work is progressing on the new 
house being erected at Oshkosh, 
Wis., bv the K. & N. Amu.s Co. 


N. O. Bookers Org. 


New Orleans, May 5. 

Arthur Barnet, of Theatre, Serv- 
ice, Inc., has organized bookers of 
various New Orleans Film Ex- 
changes into a club for an exchange 
of views, business outlook and other 
subjects of mutual interest. Will 
tentatively be known as Film Row 
Round Table. 

The old Buck, Hattiesburg, Miss., 





awarded by the RKO studio to top| 
men during Studio Appreciation 
Month (March). 

Winners in various district zones 
are J. F. Sharkey, W. D. Ward, F. | 
M. Bonnem, M. E. Cohen, C. R. | 
|Waxman (Detroit); J. B. Brecheen, | 
R. F. Branon, R. S. Mitchell, F. W. 
Bebhardt, W. W. Lake (Charlotte); 
G. C. Brown, R. C. Price, F. W.| 
Salley, P. Harrison, I. P. Stone (At- | 
lanta); R. J. Folliard, H. E. Kahn, 
E. W. Grover, C. Knox, A. P. Fol- 
lliard, J. R. Hildebrand (Washing- 
ton); R. S. Wolff, P. Hodes, E. T. 
Carroll, J. J. Dacey, J. Ellis, L. I. 
Kutinsky, H. Zeitels, F. L. Drumm 
(New York): H. F. Taylor, J. S. 
McPherson, P. Cardell (Calgary). 
Other territories were also-rans. 


' 
| 
| 
| 








Buffalo House Changes Owner 


Buffalo, May 6. 

The Central Park theatre and 
building, northside nabe, -urchased 
by former Under-Sheriff By~on A. 
Inderbitzen, who previously oper- 
ated the Roxy. Central Park is un- 
der lease until 1940 by Mac-Alt Co., 
independent operator. 

A new theatre, stores and offices 
is to be built on the site of the old 
Teck, according to Massachusetts 
Life, owner of the spot. Announce- 
ment is discounted by locals because 
it is reminiscent of the periodic 
visits of the Shuberts in the old days 
with similar announcements for the 
same site on the occasion of each 
visit. 





H. & S. Add Another 


Lincoln, May 9. 
Hennessy & Smith, of Marysville, 
Kan., took over management of 
Strand, Blue Springs (Neb). Closed 
the house a week for redecoration. 





Dallas Lands Variety 


Dallas, May 9. 
Dallas has landed the 1940 conven- 
tion of Variety Clubs, Chief Barker 
R. J. O'Donnell of the local tent 
maneuvering the deal at Detroit. 


Philly Stuff 


Philadelphia, May 9. 
Walter Potamkir and Charlie 
Wagner, of Affiliated Theatres cir- 
cuit, have switched mana~erial posts. 
Potamkin is now at the Frolic and 
Wagner at the Adelphi. 
Arcadia, Wilmington, closed: Man- 
ager Fred Leopold moved to man- 
agership of the Grand Opera House, 
Wiimington. Stan Zebrowski, his 
assistant at the Arcadia, will con- 
tinue in the same assignment at 
Grand. 
Rialto, Wilmington, will be en- 
larged to increase capacity from 450 
to 750, improvements to cost $80,000. 
New section will be built on prop- 
erty recently acquired at rear of 
house. ; 
Victoria, Harrisburg, closed. Will 
become a five-and-ten-cent store. 
Jerry Wollaston transferred to man- 
agership of Rio. 
Saul Krugman, former Grand Na- 
tional branch manager, named UA 
salesman in Harrisburg. Herb Given 
reported slated to replace Krugman 
as chief of the GN branch. 

U. S. Pipe Organ Co. last week 
was awarded $4,500 in an 11-year-old 
suit against the Roxy theatre. Case 
dates back to 1928, when the house 
was built. Ever since that time com- 
pany has been demanding the organ- 
back or its money. Suit was lan- 
guishing for years until the cash 
award decision last week. 

Organ hasn’t been used for years 
and the house itself ha. been shut- 
tered since 1937. 














closed about:a year, reopening as the ‘ 

Royal, controlled by Royal & Seig- Meredith’s Post 

ler Theatres, Inc. F ; tanburg, S. C., May 9. 

. The Ritz, Laurel, iss., reopening, Charles H. Meredith named direc- 


operated bv E. A. Lawrence. 


George Briant promoted to office 
manager for local WB exchange with 
Foster Hotard from assistant booker 
to head booker, and Leon. Trog to 
Clayton 


asst. booker from clerk. 
Casbergue taken into organization. 


Bill Brimmer Feted 
Rochester, N. Y., May 9. 





Entire theatre community turned 
out for farewell dinner in honor of 
Bill Brimmer, Par and Republic film 
Jim 
was toastmaster. 
Others present were Bill Rowell, 
Fox; Alex Weisman, Metro; Jack 
RKO; Howard Minsky, 
Howard McPherson, Re- 
public; Jack Bullwinkle, Columbia; 
Harry Tishkoff, Empress; John Stev- 


salesman, moving to Chicago, 
Fater, Universal, 


Chinnell, 
Warners; 


enson, Rivoli; Chester and Paul 
Fenyvessy; Charles Tibbetts, Mur- 
ray; Lester Pollock, Loew's; William 
Cadoret, Comerfords; Jay Golden, 
Palace; Charles Freeman, Century; 
Arthur Krolich, Regent; Howard G. 
Carroll, Strand; Harold Martz, Capi- 
tol; Louis Levitch, Schines. 





. RKO’s Sales Awards 
Gold money clips to managers and 


silver clips to salesmen, office mgrs. 
and head bookers, have been 





tor*of rebuilt historic Dock’ Street 
theatre, Charleston. 

State, Spartanburg, recently re- 
ainted, decorated, etc., second Wil- 
y-Kincey local to get face lifted. 
Strand having been re-done some 
time ago. 
' Everett Enterprises at Charlotte 
chartered to do motion picture and 
theatre biz with F. H. Kennedy, H. 
H. Everett and E. J. Hanson as in- 
corporators, 





Gilda Changes Hands 


Sacramento, May 9. 

The Gilda theatre, Portola, Cal., 
taken over by the Harvey Amus. Co. 
of San Francisco. Spaulding Arnold 
will be manager. The Gilda was 
owned and operated for several 
rome by Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Toomey. 

ince the death last fall of Toomey, 
Mrs. Toomey and her daughter have 
been managing the house. 





Norfolk Changes 
Norfolk, Va., May 9. 

Robert Etchberger, asst. mgr. 
transferred from Loew’s State, Nor- 
folk, to C ntury, Baltimore. 

Stanley Williams, house superin- 
tendent of Colley, Norfolk, made 
manager. W. O. Fishback, mgr., in 
non-professional position. 

— 
ayne, 


nel changes include C. A. 








Levine Theatres, Norfolk, 
from assistant to house manager of 





PETE ADAMS RETIRES 


DUE TO ILL HEALTH 





Due to ill health, Pete Adams, one 
of the Adams brothers of Newark, 
partners of Paramount, is in retire- 
ment with the senior brother of the 
combination, Adam A. Adams, carry- 
ing on the business. Pete Adams has 
been forced to give un active inter- 
est in the Adams-Par partnership be- 
cause of a bad heart. 

Recently the Shubert, Newark, was 
added to the two houses Adams-Par 
have operated for years—Par, New- 
ark, and United States, Paterson, 
N. J. 


MacPherson Retiring 


Chicago, May 9. 

Testimonial dinner held tonight 
(Tuesday) at the Congress hotel for 
Jack MacPherson, resigned as mid- 
west chief of the National Screen 
Service after 14 years with that com- 
pany. 

MacPherson, due to poor health, is 
going to California where he has 
some property holdings. 





QUEBEC TALKS 


SHUTDOWN DUE 
TO 10%, TAX 


Quebec City, May 9. 

All film theatrés in the city of 
Quebec will close this or next week 
and all employees are under notice 
unless the 10% amusement tax newly 
imposed by the city council is re- 
scinded. This was the ultimatum 
presented to Mayor Lucien Borne 
and the city council last week by the 
theatres, which stand to run in the 
red no matter what attraction is 
shown. 

There are two English-language 
first-run houses and one French with 
nine neighborhood theatres. 








the Plaza; Jack Davis, assistant to 
house manager of the Rosalee, Ocean 
View and H. T. Grissom, Jr., from 
Rosalee to house manager of Elton. 





Freeman’s Transfer 


Syracuse, May 9. 

Manager of four major Syracuse 
houses, David L. Freeman, manager 
of the Strand here, has been trans- 
ferred to the Schine Strand in 
Rochester, He will find competition 
there from a brother, Charles, man- 
ager of a rival house, 





Bailey’s Remodeling Job 
Atlanta, May 9. 
G. Tom Bailey, operator of chain 
of colored theatres, has just com- 
pleted remodeling his Lenox here, 
upping capacity from 250 to 499 
seats, 





Erwin Tucker Moves 


Oklahoma City, May 9. 

Erwin Tucker, resigned manager 
of two theatres at Pauls Valley and 
Wynnewood, to accept city manager- 
ship at Fayetteville, Mo., for the 
Griffith-Dickenson Theatres, Inc. 
Dudley Tucker, his father, will take 
over the two houses. 

Julian Mitchell, formerly connect- 
ed with the Crescent exchange here, 
will manage new theatre at Dallas. 

Vance Terry purchased the Ann 
theatre, Watonga, from Charles Roots 
and installed new equipment. 


Griffith Amus. Co. opened the new- 


Campus, Stillwater, Okla. 


Warren Lemon’s Berth 


Seattle, May 9. 

Warren Lemon, N. W. manager for 
Tri-National Films, is new manager 
of Uptown (Sterling), succeeding 
Ralph Smith, who is in charge of 
personnel for John Danz string. Up- 
town has been closed for sometime 
undergoing facelift. New policy is 
single bills, extended runs. 








Cliff Boyd’s Agency 


; Cincinnati, May 9. 

Cliff Boyd, dean of Cincy cinema 
managers, resigned from RKO thea- 
tres to open a talent agency. In re- 
cent years he was at the Shubert, 
where his assistant, Elwyn Jones, has 
succeeded him. A seasonal hand in 
the flesh end of show biz. Boyd is 
turning booker. 





Harrisburg Adds One 


Harrisburg, Pa., May 9. 

Opening of the Rio restores the 
situation in the Downtown, first-run 
area here, to something resembling 
equilibrium for first time in a year, 
with five houses now operating. 
Trouble started a year ago with the 
opening of the Senate, a Jay Eman- 
uel house, after Wilmer & Vincent 
had refused to sell Emanuel the 
empty Majestic, since renovating 
and rechristening Rio. 





Wednesday, May 10, 1939 








N. Y. Indies Would 


Join Alled Cony, 


In Discussions on Trade Practices 





$2,000,000 FILM MUSEE 
OPENS WED. (10) IN N.Y. 


The $2,000,000 Museum of Modern 
Art, rated the most elaborate and 
costly structure devoted entirely to 
modern art, including motion pic- 
tures, painting, sculpture and design, 
will draw a swank society audience 
of 5,000 tonight (Wednesday), when 
it is opened privately. Six-story 
building, which is the last gasp in 
modernistic architecture and light- 
ing, is located at 11 West 53d street, 
New York. Press preview was held 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon. 

One entire floor is devoted to the 
Film Library department, which is 
headed by John Hay Whitney, chair- 
man, and John E. Abbott, director. 
Every phase of the motion picture, 
including the largest book library on 
films in the world, is covered by this 
department of the Museum of Mod- 
ern Art. The Film Library has three 
times as much space as it possessed 
in old quarters in the Columbia 
Broadcasting Bldg. on Madison ave- 
nue. It has a small, streamlined pro- 
jection room seating about 40 on this 
floor, with special indirect lighting 
enabling students to take notes. 

In the basement of the building is 
a 500-seat modernistic theatre audi- 
torium, with no flat plane in the hall, 
in order to produce perfect acoustics. 
Elaborate projection equipment is 
used with a flat throw on an unusu- 
ally large screen for the size of the 
auditorium. 

Initial performance in this latter 
auditorium will be tonight when old- 
time and present-day shorts will be 
projected. First full-length show 
will be tomorrow (Thursday). 

Besides the extensive exhibits in 
the new structure, the upper floor is 
devoted almost entirely to clubrooms 
and entertainment facilities of mem- 
bers. 

Nelson Rockefeller, president of 
the Museum of Modern Art, will be 
the principal speaker on the dedica- 
tory program tonight, which will be 
broadcast. Whitney also will be a 
principal speaker and will introduce 
Walt Disney, speaking from the 
Coast. Other speakers will include 
Edsel Ford, Lowell Thomas, Commis- 
sioner Bruce of the Federal Fine 
Arts department; Mayor F. H. La- 
Guardia, Robert Hutchins, president 
of Chicago U, and President Roose- 
velt, latter speaking from Washing- 
ton. Dramatization of the history of 
films will be a part of this broadcast. 

Officers of the museum remain the 
same, excepting that Nelson Rocke- 
feller, who was treasurer, now is 
president; Stephen C. Clark has been 
made chairman of the board, and 
Mrs. John S. Sheppard has been 
elected treasurer. Advisory commit- 
tee of the Film Library, headed by 
Will H. Hays, consists of Jules E. 
Brulatour, Stanton Griffis, Sidney R. 
Kent, Dr. Erwin Panofsky, J. Robert 
Rubin and Dr. David H. Stevens. 
Iris Barry is curator. 


UA’s Army of Extras 


Hollywood, May 9. 

_ United Artists’ lot swarmed with 
560 extras yesterday (Monday), the 
largest number in months. 

. Sam Goldwyn had 325 in ‘Music 
School’ and 135 in ‘The Real Glory.’ 
Walter Wanger required 100 for 
‘Winter Carnival.’ 














Glorifying Pennsy 
Philadelphia, May 9. 

Pennsy understood to be next in 
line for filming, under the present 
push for dramas with historical basis. 
RKO is reported getting ready to 
celluloid ‘Pennsylvania Uprising,’ 
which deals with the protests by 
settlers against the treaties made in 
the 1760s by the British with the 
Indians. 

Harold Hendee, RKO director of 
research, was recently in Harris- 
burg, gathering material for ‘The 
Little Rebel.’ 





Merchants Bankroll Cinema 
Dawson, Okla., May 9. 

Merchants of this town have no 
film house, so they have banded to- 
gether and are offering folks a free 
open-air cinema each Thursday night 
to see if it can bring a crowd to the 
village. 

After a month’s test, future policy 
will be decided. 





vr 





If it is welcome, the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. of New York, 
headed by Harry Brandt, will attend 
the national convention of Allied 
States in Minneapolis June 12 to pre. 
sent its views concerning trade prac. 
tices and engage in any open discus- 
sions on problems in which it may 
participate. Brandt wrote W. A. 
Steffes, northwestern Allied leader 
during the past week, inquiring if 
th. ITOA may appoint a committee 
to attend the June conclave. 

He wrote, in part, as follows: 

‘I am enclosing the views of the 
ITOA in so far as the trade practice 
code is concerned, and the views 
that I expressed recently at the 
Metro convention were carried in 
the trade press. Knowing those 
views, I would like to have you, 
with an equal frankn~ss, determine 
whether you should like to have our 
| committee come. I believe that an 
open discussion by independent ex- 
hibitors of independent exhibitor 
problems, would go a long way to- 
ward cementing the strained rela- 
tions that are now actually in effect 
in our industry.’ 

Should the ITOA and other repre- 
sentative exhibitor bodies, together 
with leading distribution officials, 
attend this year’s Allie? powwow, it 
might become the most important 
convention of its kind ever held, 
Distributor executives of all com- 
panies are being invited and Par- 
amount, in order that some of its 
sales heads may be in Minneapolis 
June 12, changed the date of its Los 
Angeles convention so there would 
be no conflict. 

William F. Rodgers, sales chief of 
Metro and spokesman for the dis- 
tributor group on trade practices, is 
among those of other majors expect- 
ed to attend. 





Coast Delegation To 
Allied Meet in Minn. 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Recently formed local branch of 
Allied States exhibitor association 
will be represented at annual con- 
vention of national organization at 
Minneapolis June 13-15. At this 
powwow independent exhibitor fight 
for industry reforms in Southern 
California will be carried to conven- 
tion floor, with local delegation ex- 
pected to back Allied’s position of 
unrelenting opposition against indus- 
try trade reforms as submitted by 
distributors. 

Local Allied group is offshoot of 
American Federation of Theatres, or- 
ganized some months ago by James 
Quinn, and aimed primarily in op- 
position to Independent Theatre 
Owners of Southern California, long 
having field to itself in indie affairs 
in this area. 


PITT AND CLEVE RKO 
MANAGERS SWAP JOBS 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 
Exchange of branch managers be- 
tween Pittsburgh and Cleveland of- 
fices had just been made by RKO. 
George Lefko, the local representa- 
tive for years, goes to Cleveland and 
Herb Greenblatt comes here from 
the Ohio city. Each assumed his new 
pest over weekend. Shift was made 
at request of Lefko, whose wife has 
been ailing for some time and was 
told by medicos that Pittsburgh cli- 
mate may have been responsible. 
Pittsburgh distributors are plot- 
ting a testimonial dinner early next 
month for George Sallows and 
George P. Communitz of Morgan- 
town, W. Va., celebrating their sil- 
ver anniversary as showmen there. 


U Goes Mexican 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Universal erected its seventh per- 
manent outdoor set, a Mexican 
street, to be used for the first time 
in the Ben Pivar production, ‘In Old 
California.’ 

Previously built for permanent use 
were New England, European and 
South Sea Island villages, a western 
town and two New York streets. 














FREUND ILL, OFF ‘BOY’ 
Hollywood, May 9. 

Nick Musuraca replaced Karl 
Freund on the camera on Columbia's 
‘Golden Boy’ owing to latter’s illness 

Picture has been in work 22 days 
and will require another month's 
shooting. 
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Growth of Native 


Prod. to Determine Foreign Curbs 





Barcelona, May 1. 


An anticipation has been realized 
with the formation by Nationalist 
Spain of a governmental agency to 
supervise the country’s picture in- 
dustry. This follows the trend 
adopted by Germany and _ Italy, 
which for some time have controlled 
their respective film industries. 

The new group, National Depart- 
ment of Cinematography, is a branch 
of the National Service of Press 
Propaganda, which, in turn, is sub- 
ordinate to the Department of In- 
terior, Heading the new agency is 
Manuel G. Vinoles, a journalist. 

One of the main functions of the 
NDC is censorship. Producers must 
first submit their scripts to the de- 
partment before securing permits. 
Although the NDC’s chief object is 
to promote the Spanish picture in- 
dustry, which is still in its infancy, 
it does not necessarily follow that 
the screening of pictures will be con- 
fined to those produced in Spain. 
Foreign producers may continue ex- 
porting to Spain, with the proviso, 
however, that the cast doesn’t in- 
clude any player who may be guilty 
of reproachable activities or malo- 
dorous propaganda in the judgment 
of the government agency. The rate 
of development of the picture busi- 
ness in Spain would determine the 
extent and character of foreign re- 
strictions, 

There is an ever-increasing possi- 
bility that laws may be enacted to 
force dubbing of all foreign films 
in Spanish, with the exception of 
those towards which the NDC may 
show special leniency due to quan- 
tity, outstanding merit of songs and 
also because of the popular appeal 
of the singers. ~* 

The NDC supervises programs of 
all exhibs, acts as adviser to the 
censors, and holding, as it does, the 
vicepresidency of the Chamber of 
Films Importation of the Department 
of Industry and Commerce, it auto- 
matically controls the importation as 
well as the exportation of films. 


Encourage Private Enterprise 


All private enterprises will find 
official encouragement and support, 
the bureau provides, and while its 
aim is to foster the home industry, 
it would not cling to an iron-bound 
policy of monopoly and absorption, 
but would chiefly control activities 
in order that they may not run con- 
trary to the spirit of the ‘reborn’ 
Spain. Also, there’s provision for a 
national production body, under gov- 
ernment control and privately fi- 
nanced, for the production of pic- 
tures, both educational and propa- 
ganda. 


A representative of the NDC has}. 
already arrived here to reorganize | 199 


studios and laboratories. These 
emissaries from Burgos have offered 
to act as arbiters between distribu- 
tors and theatreowners in their feud 
of long standing, which, it’s claimed, 


is towards a fair settlement since}, 


the NDC’s intermediary negotiations. 

The NDC’s activities have so far 
been confined to the release of only 
12 newsreels and a few documentary 
films. The record appears rather 
meagre, but since all studios have 
been located in Marxist territory, 
and since negatives, shot with the 
very limited number of cameras 
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‘Pygmalion’ Big B. O. 
In So. African Spots 


Johannesburg, April 23. 

‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) has proved a 
big winner at the Metro (M-G) here 
for three weeks, with return dates 
booked. 

At the Plaza, Cape Town, the pic 
also received a big response, with 
b.o. in both spots being best in some 
time. 


2906 SUIT VS. 
M-G OPENS IN 
S. AFRICA 


Johannesburg, April 23. 

Damage suit of Georges Fayard, 
South African cafe owner, against 
Metro for alleged breach of agree- 
ment to supply product for three 
years, has come to trial in the 
Johannesburg supreme court. Fayard 
seeks 50,000 pounds (about $250,000). 
Action was filed some time ago. 

Metro claims Fayard never had 
more than an oral contract, which 
would nullify any legal claim. It 
also contends that the matter never 
got beyond negotiation. The com- 
pany unofficially is understood: to 
have refused to sign because of a 
sublet stipulation asked by Fayard 
without a sufficient increase in rental 
coin. 

Fayard states that he met Sam 
Burger of Metro in August, 1937, in 
Johannesburg and was informed that 
the company had decided to rent 
films to bio-cafes (bio-cafes are 
niteries using films). Fayard is said 
to have offered $2,500 weekly. Fa- 
yard claims he would have presented 
two programs weekly in 25 bio-cafes. 

Metro wanted $3,000 per week, ac- 
cording to testimony. Fayard claims 
$2,750 weekly was finally agreed on 
and he also alleges that he was given 
the right to sublet programs. 

Continuation of the case has been 
balked because Fayard went under 
an emergency operation for appen- 
dicitis. He’s not expected to be able 
to appear for a month. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 














‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37 


‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept, 14, 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
Sept. 20, ’38. 

‘Goodness, How Sad,’ Vaudeville— 
Oct. 18, '38. 
‘Geneva,’ St. James—Nov. 22, '38. 
‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24, 


‘They Walk Alone,’ Shaftesbury— 
Jan. 19, ’39. 

‘Design for Living,” Haymarket— 
Jan. 25, °39. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Strand — 
Jan. 26, ’39. 

‘Gas Light,’ Apollo—Jan. 31, °39. 

‘French Without Tears,’ Piccadilly 
—Feb. 5, ’39. 

‘Little Ladyship,’ Aldwych—Feb. 7, 


available in Nationalist Spain, had /|’39 


to be sent to Germany, there to be : 


developed, edited and synchronized, 
the results are considered promising. 


U. S$. Standing By Until 
After Victory Parade 


American companies won't do any- 
thing in Spain on distribution until 
after the Franco Victory Parade 
later this month when they expect 
to get a better perspective on the 
policy of the new Nationalist gov- 
ernment, 

Reason for such caution is that 
most foreigners are being kept out 
of the country until internal matiers 
have been adjusted. Those permitted 
across the borders must show speci- 
fic missions. Also, American com- 








ort Mother,’ Playhouse, March 3, 
‘Robert's Wife,’ Savoy—March 6, 
‘Black and Blue,’ Hippodrome — 


March 8, ’39. 

‘Gate Revue,’ Ambassadors — 
March 9, ’39. 

‘Sugar Plum,’ Criterion — March 
m, * 


‘Johnson Over Jordan,’ Saville— 
March 21, '39. 
‘The Man in Half Moon Street,’ 
New—March 22, ’39. 
Jrury Lane — 


‘Dancing Years,’ 
March 23, '39. 
‘When We Are Married,’ Prince's 
—March 27, ’39. 

‘The Doctor's Dilemma,’ White- 
hall—March 28, '39. 

‘Heaven and Charing Cross,’ St. 
Martin’s—March 29, ’39. 

‘A Woman’s Privilege,’ Kingsway 
—April 13, ’39. } 

‘The Women,’ Lyric—April 20. 

‘The Little Revue,’ Little—April! 21, 


panies don’t want to go ahead with | '39 
elaborate distrib plans until they 





learn if ‘excessive’ taxes and other 
restrictions, similar to those called 
for by the monopoly setup in Ger- 
many and Italy, are to be imposed 
on them, 





‘Interlude’ Duke of 7 rk’s—April 
39 


‘Hungarian Rhapsody,’ Adeiphi— 
April 27, 39. we 
‘Thirty Party Risk,’ St. Martin’s— 
May 2, ’39. 
‘Intruder,” Wyndham’s—May 8, '39. 





Balcon’s Bombshell 


London, May 9, 

Outburst by Director Michael 
E. Balcon, of Ealing Studios, in 
the London Times, already has 
brought plenty of squawks from 
American film company repre- 
sentatives here because of the 
way he described U. S. picture 
costs in connection with Great 
Britain’s new tax levy against 
foreign companies. Portion of 
his letter which American dis- 
tributors resent the most fol- 
lows: 

‘This (new film duties) should 
not seriously affect the import of 
American films, the cost of 
which has already been re- 
couped from the vast American 
market. British films, on the 
other hand, will be much more 
severely hit. They are made at 
a much smaller cost for a much 
smaller market; and the new 
burden will weigh on them pro- 
portionately more heavily.’ 

U. S. reps here say that this is 
twisting the facts. They deny 
that the cost of American films 
is recouped in the U. S. market 
and hint that the statement is 
lame, made in an apparent effort 
to assuage distributors of 
American pictures in this coun- 
try. 


Siritzky Circuit Adds 
8 Theatres in France; 


U.S. Distrib Deal Seen 


Paris, May 1. 

The Siritzky circuit, already op- 
erating six top Paris showcases and 
more than 30 in the provinces, will 
add another eight houses to its chain 
by the time the month is out. Seven 
are in Paris, while the eighth is in 
Versailles. Deals for further houses 
are under negotiation. 

The two sons of Leon Siritzky, 
Samy and Leon, will go to New 
York early in May. They plan to 
enter American distribution. It was 
formerly announced that they had 
already entered a distrib deal with 
Boris Morros, but this was denied 
here, Sammy Siritzky stated no 
American deal has yet been set. and 
that he was going to N.Y. with an 
‘open mind.’ 














LONDON’S ENTRIES 


‘Third Party Risk’ and ‘Intruder’ 
Fare Poorly in Debuts 








London, May 9. 

A thrilling second act was insuf- 
ficient to compensate for twc weak 
ones in the opening at St. Martin’s 
here of ‘Third Party Risk,’ by Gil- 
bert Lennox and Mrs. Gisela Ash- 
ley last Tuesday night (2). 

At Wyndham’s, ‘The Intruder,’ 
originally called ‘Asmodee’ when it 
played for a private performance at 
the Gate in February, was greeted 
by a perplexed audience that laughed 
in the wrong places opening night 
(3). 





Par Holds Brit. Parley 


London, May 9. 
Annual British sales convention of 
Paramount, which opened Friday 
(6), wound up here Sunday (7). 
David E. Rose, Par’s general man- 
ager in England, presided. 
Banquet at the Grosvenor House 
concluded the three-day meeting. 





Pair Fly from England 
To Aussie Script Jobs 


Sydney, Aprii 17. 
William Freshman and Lydia Hay- 
ward are flying here from England 
to write for Cinesound. First job 


will be on picture featuring Will 
Mahoney, set for June filming. 
Scripters, husband and wife, will 


work under director Ken G. Hall. 


$9,000,000 ACTION 
VS. INS. COS. 
SETTLED 


London, May 9. 
The $5,000,000 film suit brought 
by the Westminster Bank against 
15 insurance companies has been 








— 


Newsreels Claim Britain's New Tax 


On Films Will Force Them from Biz; 
U.S. May Cut Exports to Meet Boost 


| 

London, May 2. 

| Tax decisions in the Great Britain 
budget last week, whereby new 
duties go on raw film stock and im- 
|ported footage, gave the picture 
business the biggest slap it’s had in 
years. Situation came so unexpect- 
edly and is of such serious import 
that the week has been humming 
with feverish activity among pro- 
|ducers, distributors and newsreel 
people. Latter say they will be 
forced from business if the new 
duties are not eased. 

Because of importance attached to 
full distribution of newsreels, par- 
ticularly now when government 
propaganda is viewed as vital, with 
the reels as means of its dissemina- 
tion, few in the trade believe any 


| curtailment in coverage to make up - 


\the added burden would be counte- 
|nanced by the government. For this 
reason there are some who believe 
the government will ease the taxes. 
| Presently, the new tax on news- 
reels means around $10 per reel, and 
| with the larger number of prints 
needed weekly, it’s seen that every 
release would mean a tax of several 
| thousand dollars. Result of new tax 
| proposals is that producers, distribu- 


aNBerety iO RG 
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amicably settled in private. Amount |tors and newsreel units are planning 
of settlement hasn't been divulged. | immediate joint deputation to Sir 

Claims originated out of guarantee | John Simon, Chancellor of the Ex- 
policies issued by the insurance | Checquer, to show that the taxation 
companies to cover bank loans made may have far more damaging effect 
to British picture corporations.| than could first have been realized 
They included Capitol Film Corp.;| by treasury officials when they out- 


Cecil Films, Ltd, and Trafalgar 
Films, Ltd. The amount of the suit 
was based on coin claimed to have 
been lost by the bank on the latter 
firms. 

The suits brought by the bank in- 
volve 28 separate loans for the pro- 
duction of 22 films. 


STRAUS OPERETTA HIT 
REVIVED IN SYDNEY 


Sydney April 19. 

Australian-New Zealand Theatres 
has brought in a rewritten version of 
‘The Waltz Dream,” the Oscar Straus 
operetta hit, lavishly mounted and 
staged by Ernest C. Rolls. 

Cast includes Bernice Claire, Jack 
Arthur, Marie Bremer, Melton Moore 
and Helene Denizon. 











Carroll Due to Join 


With the arrival in the U. S. of 
Dan Carroll, exec of Birch-Carroll 
theatre circuit, Australia, and Charles 
Munro, head of Hoyts circuit, also of 


| lined it. 
Refuse Shipment 

The new increased taxes were 
judged so inequitable that American 
and foreign newsreel material went 
| straight off the boat last Wednesday 
(3) and into bond, consignees re- 
fusing to take delivery. 

Because the excise tax on the 
average eight-reel feature, figuring 
40 prints are needed, will run about 
$10,000 on the new tax scale, U. S. 
| distributors here believe that so- 
called weakie or program films will 
not be shipped to England for dis- 
tribution in the future. This cur- 
tailment of distribution is certain to 
;mean a reduction in distribution 
staffs of American companies in 
Great Britain. 

American distrib representatives 
claim that certain Class B features 
could gross only $10,000 to $12,000 
in this country. Hence they would 
not distribute such pictures when 
confronted with a $10,000 excise tax, 
not including import duties, over- 
head, etc. 

Old import duty on films was 10c. 


Aussie Aides in N. Y. | per foot on the first print, whether 


negative or positive, and 2c. a foot 
on subsequent prints. New import 
tax is 12c. per foot for positive or 
negative first print, or a 20% in- 


Australia, three out of the four mem- | Cease, while on all subsequent prints 


bers of the recently formed Film Ex- 
hibitors Council, Down Under, will 
be in this country. The two are ex- 
pected in New York shortly after 
May 15. 

Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
Greater Union Theatres circuit, al- 
ready is in N. Y., and plans to stay 
here until after the arrival of the, 
other twWo officials. The fourth mem- 





ber is Sam Snider, of the Snider- 
Dean circuit, 





Latin-American Patriots to Be 
Glorified in U.S. to Woo S. A. Mart 





A new approach to developing 
goodwill with patrons and exhibitors 
in South America will be tried out 
by several majors within the next 
few months. Fundamentally it is 
the framing of a program of worth- 
while, high budget features about 
Latin-American patriots or by using 
yarns with Spanish themes, appeal- 
ing directly to South and Central 
American countries. 

While thus far financial circles are 
not so sure that this will develop 
into a new cycle of feature vehicles, 
because no company is certain that 
the American domestic market will 
go for too many of them, a number 
of majors have lined up plans to 
give the idea a try. They believe 
they can’t lose much because there 
is a need for original screen themes. 
And also they realize that this is 


a more sensible, workmanlike and 
profitable handling of the present 
demand in Latin-American nations | 
than other plans previously plotted. | 

Financial investors have been told; 
that the railroad-building film cycle} 
has about run its course as far as 
actual production plans are con- | 
cerned, and attention now is turning 
to the Latin-American story possi- 
bilities. They also have been in- 
formed that about two dozen fea- 
tures on the lives of South American | 
patriots are now being projected. | 





it is 4c. per foot, a 100% increase. 
Former Setup 

American companies formerly 
breught in three prints, two being 
used for trade showings and another 
for censorship. The distribs later 
brought in a master positive from 
which all subsequent prints were 
made. These were non-taxable. Un- 
de1 the new tax scale, distributors 
now will just send in a master posi- 
tive film. This will slow down ac- 
tual distribution of a feature by 
about one week. 

The real wallop is contained in the 
excise tax alignment. This applies 
to all prints made in England. Ex- 
cise fee is 3c. per foot for each print, 
or roughly, $30 per reel. This fig- 
ures to be $240 for each eight-reel 
feature, or an outlay of $9,600 for 
each feature handled in Great Brit- 
ain, based on an average of 40 prints 
needed for this country. 

This excise tax figures to cost eight 





|major American companies $4,000,- 


900 to $5,000,000 annually to do busi- 
ness in England. 


Fred Lange, on N.Y. Visit, 
Weds Spanish Actress 


Fred Lange, Pararnount’s continen- 
tal Europe manager, in New York 











Scripters are reputed to have un-/| for home office huddles, was quietly 
covered much colorful material about | married over the weekend in New 





heroes south of the Equator. 

‘Juarez’ leads the pack in being 
released, with Warner Bros. also con- 
sidering a yarn about Simon Bolivar 
if their first feature pans out as 
anticipated. 


| Rochelle, N. Y., to Rosita Montene- 
| ro, Spanish screen and stage actress 
whom he met in Paris. 
Wedding reception was held at the 
— of John W. Hicks, Jr. Par’s 
foreign manager, in New Rochelle. 
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Rose of Washington Sq. 


(MUSICAL) 
release’ of Nunnally Johnson 
Stars Tyrone Power, -Alice 

aye, Al Jolson, features William Frawley, 
Joyce Comvton, Hobart Cavanaugh, Di- 
rected by Gregory Ratoff. Screenplay, Nun- 
nally Johnson from story by John Larkin 
and Jerry Horwin; dances, Seymour Felix; 
title song by James F. Hanley and Bal- 
lard Macdonald; one original song, Mack 
Gordon and Harry Revel; 13 other pops by 
divers songsmiths: camera, Karl Freund; 


20th-Fox 
roduction. 








editor, Louis Loeffler; music, Louis Sil- 
vers. At Roxy, N. Y., week May 5, '39. 
Running time: 90 MINS, | 
Mast CUIMIOR, cicvcstccicesens Tyrone Power | 
Rose SATHORN. ccccvegeecccvececed Alice Faye 
Ted Cotter... ccccccccesccctcsecsees 4l Jolson | 
Harry LenB. ccccccccesecs William Frawley 
POST . 2 orccccccccssedeccens Joyce Compton | 
Whitey Boone.........- Hobart Cavanaugh 
eS oe ae ere Moroni Olsen | 
Barouche Driver...ccccecssceee + E. Clive | 
Band Leader... .cccvevceesccce Louis Prima 
Mike Cavanaugh.......+...- Charles Wilson 
§ Hal K. Dawson 

Cee 60. KB ) Paul Burns 
MOM dsekey yo wh'es 0OK6-00 s088 4 Ree Ben . Welden 
BEYER. 6660600 0ccrtesonse Horace MacMahon 
District Attorney..ccccccesses Paul Stanton | 
Oe ree Maurice Cass 
BOE, PRU. ..0000c6c0ceekaseats Bert Roach 
Mine Lattice ccdsecsessocecs ass Irma Wilsen 
BPOMCEP. cc ccscccecsesuscsadec Harry Hayden 
Sam Kress. ..cccccccccssevess Charles Lane 
DUM. ccveccccccccccsccccvcgses Adrian Morris 
SUAS. 0c ccvvcccccvecesdteess John Hamilton 
Mra. Russell..ccsecctciocss Winifred Harris 
Of the three co-stars this is Jol- 





son's picture. But it’s not much of 
a filmusical, at least not to the ex- 
tent that Darryl Zanuc< intended it. | 
Primed for the same nostalgic ap- | 
peal as was 20th-Fox’s last season's | 


smash, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Banc’— + 


and with Tyrone Power and Alice 
Faye romantically paired again, to | 
further cement the idea—the film | 
misses fire, It’s primarily a story 


deficiency. Nunnally Johnson did 
both the screenplay and handled the 
production, althourh the basic origi- 
nal by John Larkin and Jerry Hor- 
win is as much to blame. 

A major, solo title (as distinguished 
from the usually casual, lower-case 
legend) emphasizes that the plot 
structure is fictionui, bears no re- 
semblance to persons living or dead, 
that any similarity is purely coinci- 
dental, etc. But the fans, if only 
through the critics, are bound to put 
the title song, the ‘Mv Man’ excerpt 
and a couple of other things to- 

ether for their wn _ conclusions. 

owever, the Fannie-Brice-Nicky 
Arnstein saga is an incidental to a 
show business romance where Al 
Jolson (billed as Ted Cotter, but he 
might just as well have been called 
Jolson in the first place) is the altru- 
istic patron of the beauteous and 
talented Alice Faye. She in turn is 
stuck on the personable, but wrong- 
g iy. character played by Power. 

Which constitutes the primary 
plot deficiency. P: ver i+ so palp- 
ably a wrong-gee that the audience 
sympathies are lacking, and that 

oes, in a measure, also for Miss 

aye’s misplaced romantic devotion. 
Jolson save for his dynamic song 
salesmanship, which is the quality 
that awards the film’s individual 
jJaurels to him, is likewise a neutral 
audience quantity. 

The yesteryear pop song cavalcade 
includes such familiars as ‘Toot, 
Toot, Tootsie, Goodbye,’ “The Vamp,’ 
*Ja-Da,’ ‘Always Chasing Rainbows,’ 
‘Rockabye Your Baby with Dixie 
Melody,’ ‘California He: I Come,’ 
*April Showers,’ ‘Wild About Harry, 
‘Everybody Loes a Baby,’ ‘My Mam- 
my,’ ‘Avalon,’ ‘I’m Sorry Made 
You Cry,’ ‘Curse of an Aching 
Heart,’ and the aforementioned ‘My 
Man’ and the title song. Gordon and 
Revel’s lone original contribution is 





| quence. 





‘I Never Knew Heaven Could Speak,’ 
a pretty fair ballad done by Miss 
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teur competition at a nearby 14th 
street vaudery, doing ‘I’m Sorry I 
Made You Cry.’ The ensuing shift 
in action is episodic and at times be- 
wildering, but seemingly accelerated 
to introduce Power in the mountain 
retreat where he first meets Miss 
Faye, also there for a rest. 

Most of the theatre stuff has Jol- 
son in blackface and clicking pro- 
gressively to stardom, including his 
accidental meeting with Cavanaugh 
as the box stooge. Miss Faye’s New 
Amsterdam theatre click in a Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies’ introduces her ‘Heaven 
Could Speak’ (Gordon and Revel) 
tune, plus the title song, done with 
a neo-Apache’ Background in the 
Latin quarter atmosphere. The ‘My 
Man’ tune comes in after much 
hoopla and to-do in a music pub- 


Miniature Reviews 





“Rose of Washington Square’ 
(20th). Fair filmusical with Ty- 
rone Power, Alice Faye and Al 
Jolson co-starred, 

‘Invitation te Happiness’ (Par). 
Irene Dunne and Fred MacMur- 


ray in hearthrob drama. Geared 
for good biz. 
‘Captain Fury’ (UA). For ac- 


tion audiences. Fair biz in keys; 
better for subsequents. 

‘Sorority House’ (RKO). 
eds’ fraternity life a 
trifle. 


Co- 
tearful 





lisher’s office that she should sing 


this number to show the world how | 
she feels about her great romance.| 


Seymour Felix’s dance staging is 
cursory and anything approaching a 
production flash is confined to the 
‘Rose of Washington Square’ a 
Abel. 


Invitation to Happiness 
Hollywood, May 5. 


Paramount release of Wesley Ruggles 
production. Stars Irene Dunne and Fred 
Mac Murray. Features Charlie Ruggles, 
Billy Cook, William Collier. Directed by 
Wesley Ruggles. Screenplay by -Claude 
| Binyon; based on story by Mark Jerome; 
; camera, Leo Tover; asst. director, Mel Ep- 
stein: editor, Alma Macrorie. Previewed 
at Westwood Village, May 4, ‘39. Running 
timg 97 MINS. 

WISCRROP WOIRS, os ccccccvcssics Irene Dunne 
Albert ‘King’ Cole........ Freil MacMurray 
POM TAPES ccacsteuveeeses Charlie Ruggles 
AIGOSS COI, Pie ccceoccccsspeeses Billy Cook 
Mr. Wayn@..cicocevece William Collier, Sr. 
BAGO 6.0 6 ccaeeseceveseessccee Marion Martin 
Divorce JUUSE. csecsccievccses Oscar O'Shea 
BOUNCED so 8060004604008 b 650s Ce Ose Burr Caruth 
ENO SAMDscccedsscsssivscocs Eddie Hogan 





The director-writer team of Wes- 
ley Ruggles and Claude Binyon has 
been responsible for several fine pro- 
ductions during the past few years. 
‘Invitation to Happiness,’ taken in 
stride by the duo, carries entertain- 
ing factors for general audience ap- 
peal. It will provide acceptable box 
office. In addition to Irene Dunne 
and Fred MacMurray in the top spots, 
Charlie Ruggles and William Col- 
lier deliver impressive performances. 
Fine work also is done by 10-year- 
old Billy Cook. Latter demonstrates 
plenty of dramatic flare and sincer- 
ity in performance that augurs much 
for his future. 


Picture is an emotional drama, 
with plenty of heart tugs. An admix- 
ture of romance in the ~-rlv stages, 
it swings into the heart-interest sec- 
tor in the latter half when a father 
attempts to gain the love and respect 
of his son. 

Dramatic appeal is engendered 
from several quarters. For the 
women, there’s the self-sacrificing 
wife who continually submerges her 
love for the husband-fighter that he 
might achieve his one objective of 
becoming champion of the world. 
For the men, there’s a hefty punch 
in the situation of the palooka’s at- 
tempts to gain his son’s confidence 
after continual absences from the 
family fireside, The fight for the 
championship, when MacMurray 
rises from knockout blows only be- 
cause his kid is at ringside, will pro- 
vide a kick to any fath:r who wants 
to be a hero in his youngster’s eyes. 

Ruggles steers his cha ‘2rs with 
deftness and many human and inti- 
mate touches. Story opens with so- 


‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO). A low- 
er bracket or flat rental picture 
thai has virtually nothing. 

‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par). Gene 
Krupa for the jitterbugs, Bob 
Hope wisecracking and Shirley 
Ross vocalizing. Fair program- 
mer. 

‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par). Weak 
offering of outmoded Continental 
drama, decidedly unconvincing. 
For the duals. 

‘The Rookie Cop’ (RKO). Po- 
lice dog drama with familiar 


story. Acceptable for the kid 
matinees. 
‘Boys’ Reformatory’ (Mono). 


Tepid juve meller with mild 
name rating; for bottom-billing. 








CAPTAIN FURY 


Hollywood, May 3. 
United Artist release of Hal Roach pro- 
duction-and direction. -Stars Brian Aherne 
and Victor McLaglen. Original and screen- 
play by Grover Jones, Jack Jevne, William 


De Mille. Camera, Norbert Brodine; photo- 
graphic effects, Roy Seawright; editor, 
William Ziegler. Previewed at Warners 


Hollywood, May 2, '39. Running time, 91 


MINS, 

COPAIM. PU vic ccciccvetecess Brian Aherne 
Es 20% 6400005606908 Victor McLaglen 
PRARCOIG DUDTO. cccsccaceqcceres Paul Lukas 
SOONSLIS DUNO. 2c cceccsecccscces June Lang 
| EATS terry yr reer John Carradine 
APMGIE Triste ss 66000095 <00sbn0s George Zucco 
PTOMGR . cvcccceecansete Douglass Dumbrille 
MRE. ccc cesdisvodecece e'eges Virginia Field 
MEPrgOn...sccccccverecves Charles Middleton 
GOVEFNOP, 6c ssssesssess Lawrence Grossmith 
MP. BAUCY s ccceccederoticesces Lumsden Hare 
MES, BAUS sc cccccscceveecceces Mary Gordon 
Ni 46ssesdseeaase reTiTy John Warburton 
BUCS. cocccvcvcceacecsoesecee Claude Allister 
BIOTERD. oo ncceceecedecnsendesees Will Stanton 
Governor’s Aide...ccccccces:: Edgar Norton 
Tess Bailey........e.ee.++..Margaret Roach 
yg - PTT Tree rr rT errr Te Bill Bevan 
pe Perr Ter tree Edwin Brian 





Here is lusty outdoor melodrama 
on the familiar Robin Hood format. 


There’s action, gunplay, fast riding, 
surprise attacks, some broad comedy 
and a few dashes of romance, Geared 
to catch adventure-minded audiences, 
picture will do pretty good biz in the 
keys, but will hit a more profitable 
stride in the subsequents, 

Brian Aherne and Victor McLaglen 
are co-starred, and pair supply fair 
marquee dressing. In the British 
Empire, ‘Captain Fury’ will catch 
profitable grosses. Picture’s back- 
ground is Australian and the char- 
acterizations presented are English. 

‘Captain Fury’ details the pioneer- 
ing days of the Australian bush 
country. Aherne, Irish patriot, is in 
group of prisoners shipped to Aus- 
tralia to serve sentences, Turned 
over to custody of George Zucco, 
despotic land baron, rebellious 
Aherne escapes with McLaglen and 
four other prisoners and wind up 
as a Robin Hood band of daredevils 





Wednesday, May 10, 1939 











tempo kept at a good pace to over- 
come minor shortcomings in the 
script. Production layout is okay, 
with camera work of Norbert Bro- 
dine standard throughout, 


SORORITY HOUSE 


i RKO Radio release of HKobert Sisk pro- 
duction. features” Anne Shirley “and 
James Ellison, Directed by John Farrow. 
Adapted by Dalton Trumbo from story by 
Mary Coyle Chase; camera, Nicholas Mu- 
suraca; musical director, Roy Webb; edi- 
tor, Harry Marker. At RKO Albee, Brooke 
lyn, dual, week May 5, '39. Running time: 


63 MINS. 

MEE IMs 6h 3eénccetcaeented Anne Shirley 
BOGEh AaPOMNIDs 0 oS o cRebhecesqedBos Tames Ellison 
DOERY BOERCEEs «oc cvccccesece Barbara Read 
Meetee. OGRE oc 60400650 004006 85 Adele Pearce 
+ Mme. Pregiquaes éeccccccccccess Helen Wood 
L LOW. FIGDEP. cove ccsecsiacdes J. M. Kerrigan 
} Neva Simpson. ......+.+.++4+> Doris Jordan 
i Moerman BAMCGOM. cecciscccsceseed June Storey 
i Mme, Scott....cscccsesees Elizabeth Risdon 
| Mrs, Dawson..........Margaret Armstrong 
Mr. Gramt...cccccccccecce. Selmer Jackson 
PEGs SERRANO. oh ca cce Teccevdcoses Chill Wills 





Boy meets girl, in a collegiate 
background, laying stress on the 
trials of freshmen at a co-ed insti- 
tution. Theme concerns snob sorori- 
ties and the exclusion of all except 
those of socially accentable parents. 
More or less wholesome story treat- 
ment, short on comedy and long on 
sentimental heart-break, should ap- 
peal to feminine audiences, and at- 
tract considerable business as a bet- 
ter-than-average ‘B’ for the family 
trade and college towns. 

Production suffers principally 
from a dearth of dramatic plot inci- 
dent. Here is acolleg picture with- 
out campus activities or athletic rah- 
rah, and virtually no co-e" doings 
except for the cute love interest de- 
veloped between Shirley and Ellison. 
Only villains are the snobbish frat 
leaders who reject a candidate if 
her folks aren’t socialite. 

Anne Shirley is tops in an overly 
saccharine portrayal as the grocery- 
man’s daughter who dreams of a col- 
lege career. J. WM. Kerrigan, her 
father, sacrifices his business .v raise 
money so she can realize her ambi- 
tion. She loses no time in attracting 
the attention of the handsome foot- 
ball hero, James Ellison, who fur- 
thers her desire to get into a soror- 
ity by noising it about that her father 
owns a chain of stores. 

Two other girls share her quarters. 
One is a plain, cynical type without 
any hope of getting into a sorority 
and the other a youngster who’ll 
simply die if she can’t land a bid. 
After a week’s festivities and ‘rush- 
ing’ parties, the latter doesn’t land, 
but Miss Shirley does. Her father 
has decided to sell his store and lo- 
cate in the college town to be near 
his daughter. 

At a swanky reception for parents 
of the girls who have b2«. accepted 
into Gamma, he shows up only to 
get a cold shoulder from his daugh- 
ter, who is somewhat ashamed of 
him. Realizing the enormity of her 
action, she leaves the snooty Gamma, 
seeks out her dad and begs forgive- 
ness. Her roommates are consoled 
to their fate and together all three 
organize their own non-fraternity 
club. 

Cast chiefly comprises a host of at- 
tractive young girls, with Barbara 
Read and Adele Pearce doing fine 
work. Ellison is satisfactory in every 


ably restraine 1 performance. 

Picture shows careful attention to 
production details in interior set- 
tings, lensing and art work. As en- 
tertainment, it is mildly diverting, 
but apt to become too dreary for 
fans who like action. 


FIXER DUGAN 


way and Kerrigan gives an accept- |, 


—=s3 


SOME LIKE IT HOT 
(WITH SONGS) 
--Hollywood, May 6. 


Paramount release of William C. Thomas 
production, Features Bop Hope, Shirley 
Ross, Una Merkel and Gene Krupa band, 
Directed by George Archainbaud. Screene 
play by Lewis R. Foster and Wilkie Mae 
honey; based on play by Ben Hecht and 
Gene Fowter. Camera, Karl Struss; asst, 
director, Hal Walker; editor, Edward Dmye« 
tryk; songs, Frank Loesser and Burton 
Lane; Gene Krupa, Remo Biondi and Loes- 
ser. Previewed at Paramount, L 


. A., May 
5, ’39. Running time, 63 MINS, 
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Here’s one that was turned out 
deliberately to catch the jitterbug 
devotees, with Gene Krupa and his 
swing band going to town for the 
rug-cutters. For general audiences, 
picture will slip into the. second 
spots of the key dualers and satisfy 
moderately. 


‘Some Like It Hot’ presents oppor- 
tunity for profitable exploitation to 
attract the jivesters, and can be tied 
up easily for contests among local 
alligators and ickies. Krupa puts 
out some hot stuff for the rug-cut- 
ters in his various appearances. 

Story itself is just an excuse on 
which to hang Krupa’s musical dis- 
play. It’s built around the smart 
cracks and antics of Bob Hope as an 
ambitious, cockey, and small-timey 
promoter of boardwalk amusement 
ventures. He has Krupa and a small 
band ballying a buried-alive pitch 
on the boardwalk, but aims to put 
the aggregation in the pier dance 
hall operated by Bernard Nedell. Ir- 
responsible Hope is closed up, and 
aced out of band management when 
Krupa and his boys get the dance 
spot. In between there’s a rather 
synthetic romance between Hope 
and Shirley Ross; and ultimate fin- 
ish with the pair getting together to 
ride along on Krupa’s success. 

Aside from the frequent appear- 
ances of Krupa’s band, picture has’ 
little to offer. Miss Ross sings the 
two songs, “The Lady’s in Love With 
You’ and ‘Some Like It Hot,’ accept- 
ably, but the vocal repetitions of 
both impart a song-plugging im- 
pression. Tunes will get over for 
normal radio attention. 

Krupa is on at the start for a fast 
shuffle of ‘Some Like It Hot,’ with 
a trio including Harry Barris doing 
the vocal. Later, the band does a 
free boardwalk ballyhoo to clinch 
the dance hall engagement. Inside, 
the band suddenly expands to full 
force of about 15 men, and the band 
leader gives out aplenty with three 
or four routines on the hot side. 
Supporting cast is acceptable, 
Krupa plays himself in the picture, 
and gets by _ satisfactorily. Una 
Merkel is lost in the shuffle, and has 
few scenes of importance. George 
Archainbuad’s direction keeps things 
moving with a creditable job, consid- 
ering tough assignment of spotting 
rupa and the band several times for 
numbers. 


HCTEL IMPERIAL 


(WITH SONG) 
Los Angeles, May 9. 


Paramount production and release. Fea- 
tures Isa Miranda and Ray Milland. Di- 
rected by Robert Florey. Screenplay by 
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feat he gains the respect of his son 
= regains the love of his waiting 
wife. 

Miss Dunne switches to a straight 
dramatic role from her recent cycle 
of comedies and farces, and does a 
most capable job in the assignment. 
MacMurray is splendid - th> fighter 
who battled his way up the ladder 


this one. It’s a weak sister to be 
slotted on lower brackets of the 
dualers where a filler is needed. 
Story is dated and inconclusive, mo- 
tivation is developed by some dry 
and extended dialog, and picturé as a 
whole never seems to generate any 
interest. 


‘Hotel Imperial’ remake of a Pola 


intermittent applause. But remem- 
bered or not, the singer’s blackface 
specialties are consistently socko. — 
The rest is also-ran, however, Miss 
Faye is still plenty on the s.a. side, 
excepting for a few unfortunate 
camera angles that don’t flatter her 
chin-line. Power's vacillating char- 
acterization is a missout and, while 


In both story setup and direction, 
characters for right and wrong are 
definitely etched. Zucco and his la- 
bor bosses, Douglas Dumbrille and 
Charles Middleton, are broadly 
drawn as heavies. In direct contrast 
are the heroics and humaneness of 
the Aherne-McLaglen cohorts who 


A low-bracket programmer of less 
than average importance for filler 
playdating. Belongs on double bills 
with the strongest possible lead fea- 
ture obtainable. 

Except for Lee Tracy the casting is 
brutal. Peggy Shannon looks and 
acts as much a lion-tamer as Shir- 





20th-Fox might take a cue from 
Metro’s ‘toughening’ process with 


Robert Taylor, here he’s too much of 
The Sing Sing 


a larcenous sappolo. 
exit scene where she tearfully prom- 
ises ‘I'll be waiting’ after his five- 
year sentence is unconvincing. 

Of the feature players, Hobart 
Cavanaugh as the x stooge, Bill 
Frawley as the agent and Joyce 
Compton as the femme star’s gal pal 
are most prominent. Louis Prima 
is himself as a band leader, in a 
blind pig of the early Volsteadian 
vintage; Ben Welden is a kind of 
silly plug-ugly; and Horace Mac- 
Mahon, who usually dominates such 
tough-guy scenes, acts as if he de- 
liberately wanted to remain un- 
obtrusive. The rest are bits. 

The backstage stuff starts in an 
Irving Place burlesquery where Jol- 
gon is shown as a candy butcher 
singing and selling ‘Everybody Loves 
a Baby’ and Miss Faye is in an ama- 





and into the heart of a spoiled but 
determined girl. Charlie Ruggles, in 
a straight dramatic part as the 
fighter’s manager, is topnotch, as is 
William Collier as the girl’s father. 

The fight at the finish is one of the 
most realistic and bruising that has 
ever been set up for ilm purposes. 
Ruggles catches the tempo of the 
bout from the first gong, and has the 
battle whizz through for a melo- 
dramatic finish—dovetailing the re- 
actions of the son and wife during 
the encounter to heighten the tense- 
ness of the situation. 

Ruggles catches audience attention 
at the start, and maintains a steady 
pace, with few slow spots, to the 
ultimate conclusion. It’s a fine job 
of etching the characters humanly 
and realistically throughout. 

Pictur2 has been given advantages 
of top production mounting. Musical 
seore by Frederick Hollander and 
camera work of Leo Tover is excel- 
lent. 








comprises John Carradine, John War- 
burton, Claude Allister and Will 
Stanton. Stanton, Allister and Car- 
radine provide some comedy mo- 
ments on the broad slapstick side, 
easily recognizable as carryovers 
from silent comedy days. 

Three romances are inserted for 
minor attention. June Lang gives 
Aherne a chance to lose his heart; 
McLaglen has a flirtation with bar- 
maid Virginia Field; and there is in- 
cidental lovemaking between War- 
burton and Margaret Roach. 

Story and direction provide lusty 
drama concocted in the old style. 
There are no detours for subleties 
or development of characters. Yarn 
is a familiar western in setup, but 
switch of locale to the Australian 
bush country gives the rugged and 
easily-distinguished plot a freshness 
which will be generally accepted. 

Picture is the first chore for Hal 
Roach as a director in several years. 
Job is moderately successful, with 





ley Temple. The same disregard for 
consistency applies to little Virginia 
Weidler, the waif who carries along 
with the circus after her mother, a 
wire artist, has fallen to her death. 
For Miss Weidler it’s her poorest 
chance to get fan mail. 

Tracy is the fixer for the Barvin 
Circus, a fast talker and a rather 
likable character. He plays the ro- 
mantic angle strong with Miss Shan- 
non but latter fizzes about as much 
as leftover soda and her scenes with 
the lions are a panic the wrong way. 

Producer Cliff Reid and director 
Lew Landers have been entirely in- 
different to details in the production 
of ‘Dugan.’ For instance, when the 
circus is at the Missouri-Kansas line, 
going into Kansas with a view to 
escaping service of legal papers, nu- 
merous shots follow of Missouri 
dates. Then Tracy, a couple scenes 
later, does a line indicating he’s in 


Negri silent, was originally set up by 
Paramount as a _ Dietrich starrer. 
After being in work several! days, she 
walked and picture folded. Second 
start was made with Margaret Sul- 
lavan in the top spot, but production 
halted when she broke her arm on 
the set. Completed version has Isa 
Miranda in the lead. She is unable 
to overcome the basic faults of the 
story and script. 

The Miranda name may carry the 
picture through to fair grosses in the 
foreign market, where she is better 
known than in this country. Girl 
shows capabilities in flashes, but 1s 
unable to rise to the exotic and fiery 
requirements of the script. Girl can- 
not be blamed for this condition, as 
direction fails to catch the dramatic 
elements apparently written orig- 
inally for Miss Dietrich. 

Action of the picture is confined 
almost entirely within the walls of 








Kansas. Where was editor Henry 
Berman? Char. 


the Hotel Imperial, located in 4 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Advance Production Chart 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Paramount has already started cutting into its 1939-40 product, having 
eight scheduled for the new season in work or cutting, Studio needs two 
more to complete promised 59 for present releasing program. 20th-Fox 
has washed up all 1938-39 product and is shooting four next season features 


;and has one in the cutting room. Universal and Warners have’ completed 
,one each designated as '39-40 product. 


Currently shooting on all lots are 38 features, as of April 19; 96 are in the 
cutting rooms and 340 either released or previewed, leaving total of 140 
more still to go before finishing promised 586. 





Columbia 


Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleied ing Rooms Cameras tion 
a 40 23 3 4 il il 
WRONG octdancer 16 li 0 2 3 3 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘ARIZONA COWBOY,’ western with songs; produced by Harry Decker | 
for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by Al Seigler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, | 
Sons of the Pioneers, Russell Simpson, Dick Curtis, Hal Taliaferro, Bob | 
Nolan, Sammy McKim, Hank Bell, Jack Rockwell, Eddie Hearn, Edmund | 
Cobb, Glenn Strange, George Cheseboro, Sam Garrett, John Rand. 


‘POWER TO KILL,’ drama; produced by Larry Darmour; directed by | 
Lewis D. Collins; original screen play by Gordon Rigby; photographed by | 
James S. Brown. Cast: Jack Holt, Gertrude Michael, Dickie Moore, Mari- | 
lyn Knowlden, Regis Toomey, Henry Kolker, Harry Hayden, Holmes Her- | 
bert, William B. Davidson, George Meeker. 


‘MISSING DAUGHTERS,’ produced by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin | 
unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original screen play by Michael Sim- 
mons and George Bricker; photograpred by Henry Freulich. Cast: Richard 
Arlen, Rochelle Hudsou, Isabel Jewell, Marian Marsh, Don Beddoe, Richard 
Wessel, Edward Raquello, Eddie Kane, Wade Botiller, John Tyrrell. 


‘OUTSIDE THESE WALLS,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Bris- 
kin unit; directed by Ray McCarey; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Dolores Costello, Michael Whalen, Vir- 
ginia Weidler, Don Beddoe, Charles Halton, Selmer Jackson, Dick Curtis, 
John Tyrell, Pierre Watkin, Robert Emmett Keane, Tommy Bupp, Joe 
Devlin, Stymie Beard, Jimmie Campbell, Joe Cunningham, William Searby, 
Walter Merrill, Allen Matthews, Eddie Laughton. 

‘MANDRAKE, THE MAGICIAN’ (serial), produced by Jack Fier for the | 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson and Norman Deming; no} 
writing credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Warren | 
Hull, Doris Weston, Al Kikume, Kenneth McDonald, Eddie Laughton, Eddie | 
Earl, John Tyrrell, Don Beddoe, Forbes Murray, George Chesebro. 


‘SPOILERS OF THE RANGE,’ formerly titled ‘THE OKLAHOMA 
TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘PRARIE NIGHTS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker 
for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing 
credits released; photogprahed by Allen Seigler. Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Iris Meredith, Dick Curtis, Bob Nolan, Sons of the Pioneers, Hank Bell, 
Edward Le Saint. 





| 


Columbia Pix New in Production 


‘GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS,’ formerly titled ‘GOOD GIRLS GO TO 
PARIS, TOO,’ comedy; produced by William Perlberg; directed by Alex- 
ander Hall; no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien Ballard. 
Cast: Melvyn Douglas, Joan Blondell, Walter Connolly, Joan Perry, Isabel 
Jeans, Stanley Brown, Alexander D’Arcy, Richard Fiske, Robert Sterling, 
Beatrice Curtis. 


‘GOLDEN BOY,’ melodrama; produced by William Perlberg; directed by 
Rouben Mamoulian; screen play by Lewis Meltzer and Daniel Taradash 
from play by Clifford Odets; photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Barbara 
Stanwyck, Adolph Menjou, William Holden, Joseph Calleia, Edward 
naar Sam Levene, Beatrice Blinn, Don Beddoe, Lee Cobb, William | 

trauss. 

‘MR. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON,’ drama; produced and directed 
by Frank Capra; screen play by Sidney Buchman; photographed by Joseph 
Walker. Cast: Jean Arthur, James Stewart; Edward Arnold, Claude Rains, 
Guy Kibbee, Eugene Pallette, Beulah Bondi, Ruth Donnelly, Astrid Allwyn, 
Thomas Mitchell, Larry Simms. 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Sheoet- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
, | ere cacen 68 12 1 2 53 53 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘SINGING COWGIRL,’ formerly titled ‘LADY BUCKAROO,’ Coronado 
production: produced by Donald K. Lieberman; directed by Samuel Diege; 
original screen play by Arthur Hoerl; photographed by Mack Stengler. 
Cast: Dorothy Page, David O’Brien, Vince Barnett, Ed Piel, Dix Davis, 
Stanley Price, Warner Richmond, Dorothy Short, Paul Barrett, Lloyd In- 
graham, Ethan Allen, Edward Gordon, Merrill McCormick. 

‘EVERYTHING HAPPENS TO ANN,’ produced by Jack Skirball; directed 
by Al Christie; screen play by Fred Jackson, original by Dalton Trumbo; 
photographed by Charles Van Enger. Cast: Heather Angel, John King, 
seestense Collier, Robert Elliott, Walter Catlett, Wilbur Mack, Tom Dugan, 

mma Dunn. 





GN Pix Now in Preduction 
‘THE MIRACLE OF MAIN STREET,’ melodrama; Arcadia production; 
produced by Jack Skirball; directed by Steve Sekely; screen play by Fred 
Jackson; original by Boris Ingster; photographed by Charles Van Enger. 
Cast: Margo, Walter Abel, Wynne Gibson, Veda Ann Borg, Lyle Talbot, 
Dorothy Devore, Pat Flaherty, Jane Darwell, William Collier, Sr. 


Metro 





Now Balance to 
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50 31 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘6,000 ENEMIES,’ meller; produced by Lucien Hubbard; directed by! 


George Seitz; story by Wilmon Manard and Leo Leonidas Stanley; photo- 
graphed by John Seitz. Cast: Walter Pidgeon, Rita Johnson, Nat Pendle- 
ton, Grant Mitchell, John Arledge, Guinn Williams, Harold Huber, Tom 
Neal, Truman Bradley, Tom Collins. 


Warner, Jean Fenwick, Halliwell Hobbs, Marjorie Main, Gladys Blake, 
Tom Collins, Gene Lockhart, Florence George, Hobart Cavanaugh, Oscar 
O’Shea, Theresa Howard, Jack Carlton. 

‘TARZAN IN EXILE,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist; directed by Richard 
Thorpe; based on characters created by Edgar Rice Burroughs; photo- 
graphed by Leonard Smith. Cast: Johnny Weissmuller, Maureen O’Sulli- 
van, Henry Stephenson, Kenneth Hunter, Henry Wilcoxon, Frieda Inescort, 
Uriah Banks, John Sheffield. 

‘THE WIZARD OF OZ’ (Technicolor), produced by Mervyn LeRoy; 
directed by Victor Fleming; based on story by Frank L. Baum; photo- 
graphed by Harold Rosson; for Technicolor, Allan Dazey, Cast: Frank 


Morgan Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack Haley, Charley | 


Grapewin, Billie Burke, Margaret Hamilton, Pat Walsh. 
‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA, 


| produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed by Frank Borzage; original 


story by Charles MacArthur; photographed by Charles Lawton. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy LaMarr, Walter Pidgeon, Thurston Hall, Carlos Val- 
dez, Leonard Penn, Ina Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Calhern, Lana Turner, 
Mona Barrie, Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, Frank Puglia, Adri- 
enne Ames. 

Metro Pix New in Production 


‘GONE WITH THE WIND’ (Technicolor), produced by David O. Selz- 


nick; directed by Victor Fleming, replacing George Cukor; screen play by | 
| Sidney Howard and Oliver H. P. Garret from novel by Margaret Mitchell; 


photographed by Ernest Haller, replacing Lee Garmes; Technicolor photog- 
raphy by Ray Rennahan. Cast: Clark Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Howard, 
Olivia de Haviland, Barbara O’Neil, Laura Hope Crews, Hattie McDaniel, 
Oscar Polk, Butterfly McQueen, Everett Brown, Victor Jory, Ann Ruther- 
ford, Evelyn Keyes, Thomas Mitchell, Carroll Nye, Jackie Moran, Harry 
Davenport. 

‘ON BORROWED TIME, drama; produced by Sidney Franklin; directed 
by Harold Bucquet; from play by Lawrence Edward Watkins; photographed 
by Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: Lionel Barrymore, Beulah Bondi, Bobs Watson, 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Una Merkel, Eily Malyon, Charles Waldron, Ian 
Wolfe, Dorothy Adams, Doris Rankin. 

‘MAISIE WAS A LADY,’ comedy-drama; produced by J. Walter Ruben; 
directed by Edwin Marin; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Oliver Marsh. Cast: Robert Young, Ann Sothern, Ruth Hussey, Ian Hunter, 
Cliff Edwards, Anthony Allan, George Tobias, Robert Middlemass. 


‘ANDY HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER,’ family drama; produced by 


| Lou Ostrow; directed by W. S. Van Dyke; no writing credits released; 


photographed by Lester White. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, Fay 
Holden, Cecilia Parker, Ann Rutherford, Sara Hayden, Terry Kilburne, 
Helen Gilbert. 


Monogram 
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Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Ceom- Sheet- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tion 
POMOETOS seccedece 26 16 0 1 9 9 
Westerns ......... 16 8 0 3 5 5 
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Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘TRIGGER SMITH,’ produced by Robert Tansey; directed by Alan 
James; original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert 
Longendecker. Cast Jack Randall, Joyce Bryant, Frank Yaconelli, Dennis 
Moore, Bobby Clark, Warner Richmond, Dave O’Brien, Frank La Rue, 
Horace Carpenter, Milt Kibbee, Mary Thompson, Denver Dixon, Forrest 
Taylor, Earl Douglas, Chick Hannon, James Sheridan, Archie Ricks, Bud 
Osborne. 

‘WOLF CALL,’ outdoor drama with songs; produced by Paul Malvern; 
directed by George Waggner; screen play by Joseph West from story by 
Jack London; photographed by Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: John Carroll, 
Movita, Peter George Lynn, Wheeler Oakman, George Cleveland, Guy 


Usher, Polly Ann Young, John Sheehan, John Kelly, Roger Williams, Pat |. 


O'Malley, Grey Shadow (canine). 

‘DOWN WYOMING TRAIL,’ western with songs; produced by Edward 
Finney; directed by Al Herman; original story and screen play by Peter 
Dixon; photographed by Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Mary rodell, 
Bobby Lawson, Charles King, Bob Terry, Horace Murphy, Ernie Adams, 
Jean Southern, Jack Ingram. 

‘ACROSS THE PLAINS,’ western; produced by Robert Tansey; directed 
by Spencer Bennett; original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed 
by Bert Longenecker. Cast: Jack Randall, Frank Yaconelli, Joyce Bryant, 
Hal Price, Dennis Moore, Glenn Strange, Robert Card, Bud Osborne, an 
Spencer, Wylie Grant. 


Paramount 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Roems Cameras tion 
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Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘BEAU GESTE’ (1939-40 release), produced and directed by William A. 
Wellman; screen play by Robert Carson; from story by P. C. Wren; 
photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Gary Cooper, Ray Milland, Rob- 
ert Preston, Susan Hayward, J. Carrol Naish, Broderick Crawford, Brian 
Donlevy, Donald MacBride, James Stephenson, Charles Barton, G. P. 
Huntley, Heather Thatcher, James Burke, Albert Dekker, Arthur Ayles- 
worth, Harry Woods, Harold Huber, Stanley Andrews, Donald O’Connor, 
David Holt, Martin Spellman, Ann Gillis, Harvey Stephens, Duke Green, 
Henry Brandon, Barry Macollum, Ronnie Rondell, George Chandler, 
Thomas E. Jackson, Joe Whitehead, Jerrie Storm, Joe Colling, Harry 
Worth, Francis McDonald. 


‘WHAT A LIFE’ (1939-40) release), comedy-drama; G.M.O. production; 
directed by Theodore Reed; screen er by Charles Brackett and Billy 
Wilder; based on play by Clifford Goldsmith; photographed by Victor 
Milner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Betty Field, John Howard, Janice Logan, 
James Corner, Vaughn Glaser, Lionel Stander, Hedda Hopper, Dorothy 
Stickney, Sidney Miller, Robert Smith, Betty McLaughlin, Janet Waldo, 
Douglas Fahy, Leonard Sues, Kathleen Lockhart, Lucien Littlefield, Eddie 
Brian, Rita Owin, Charles H. Bookout, Betty Blair, Bennie Bartlett, Kay 


‘CALLING DR. KILDARE,’ produced by Lou Ostrow; directed by Harold | Stewart, Inna Gest, Lois Ranson, Fay McKenzie, Muriel Kearney, Wilda 


S. Bucquet; based on the Max Brand stories; photographed by Les White. 
Cast: Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore, Lynne Carver, Nat Pendleton, Samuel 
S. Hinds, Emma Dunn, Marie Blake, Lana Turner, Laraine Johnson, Clinton 
Rosemond, Bohs Watson, Alma Kruger, Rinie Riano, Walter Kingsford, 


Bennett, Andrew Tombes, Nora Cecil, Marjorie Bell. 

‘FEDERAL OFFENSE,’ produced by Edward T. Lowe; directed by Louis 
King; screen play by Horace McCoy and William R. Lipman from J. Ed- 
gar Hoover’s ‘Persons in Hiding’; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: 





Donald Barry. 

‘BRIDAL SUITE,’ formerly titled ‘MAIDEN VOYAGE,’ produced by 
Edgar Selwyn; directed by William Thiele; original story by Godfried 
Reinhart and Virginia Faulkner; photographed by Clyde de Vinna. Cast: 
Robert Young, Annabella, Walter Connolly, Billie Burke, Gene Lockhart, 
Reginald Owen, Virginia Field. Arthur Treacher, Charles Judells, Felix 
Bressart, Mary Beth Hughes, Albert Morin, Roy Atwell, Renie Riano, 
Matthew Bolton, Mitchell Lewis. 

‘TELL NO TALES,’ formerly titled ‘100 TO ONE,’ produced by Edward 
Chodorov: directed by Leslie Fenton; no writing credits released; photo- 


graphed by Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Melvyn Douglas, Louise Platt, H. B. | 


Lloyd Nolan, J. Carrol Naish, Shirley Logan, Heather Angel, Broderick 
| Crawford, Robert Wilcox, Richard Carle, Stanley Price, John Eldredge, 
| George Meeker, Raymond Hatton, Philip Warren, Paul Fix, Richard Den- 
ning, Abner Biberman. Roy Gordon, Clem Bevans, Clarence Wilson, Monte 
| Blue, Grace Hayle, George Irving. Fern Emmett. Ottola Nesmith, Ivan 
' Miller, Galan Galt, John Maurice Sullivan. 

| "ISLAND OF LOST MEN,’ formerly titled ‘NORTH OF SINGAPORE,’ 
| meller: associate producer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Kurt Neumann; 
| no writing credits released; photographed by Karl Struss. Cast: Anna May 
Wong, J. Carrol Naish, Anthony Quinn, Eric Blore, Ernest Truex, Rudolph 

(Continued on page 18) 
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tions, the majors have acquired some 
5,000 theatres from independents. 
Without knowing specifically which 
ones are to be included, they face 
the almost impossible task of trac- 
|ing through thousands of files on 
| each sale, 
Execs’ Affidavits 

Affidavits were read from William 
F. Rodgers (Loew's); Sidney R. 
Kent, president of 2@th-Fox; Grad- 
well Sears (WB), and Ned E. De.- 
ninet (RKO), in which they ridiculed 
the statements made by Williams, 
|and declared that their companies 
| had never retaliated against any in- 
dependant and never would. 

Kent's affidavit especially waxed 
hot in its indignation, stating, ‘It is 
impossible to denounce with suffi- 
| cient emphasis the Government’s 
statements.’ It stated that the alle- 
| gations mean that the companies are 
|no better than lawbreakers, and 
‘should be tteated as irresponsible 
| persons. It concluded by saying 
| that the statement contained not one 
iota of truth, and that William’s ap- 
prehensions are wholly unfounded. 

It was also brought out by Dono- 
van that there have been 111 cases 
in the past three years of alleged 
violations, which the Government it- 
self has sent to the film firms for 
readjustment and in each case the 
Government sumitted the name of 
the complaining exhibitor. 

Williams, answering this, declared 
that there were many others which 
were not given to the companies, as 
the exhibitors did not want the com- 
panies to know they were complain- 
ing. 

Donovan continued after this in- 
terruption by declaring that Fox 
and Loew’s had continued to deal 
with the exhibitor mentioned by the 
Government as having been denied 
Paramount product for suing them. 

After a session of recriminations, 
Judge Bondy declared that if the 
companies had done what the com- 
plaint says they did they are en- 
titled to no consideration, but that it 
must first be proved. 

He declared that he believed that 
the companies should know what 
they are expected to defend but that 
they also should file through a re- 
sponsible officer, that there will be 
no retaliation on any independent 
for testifying against them. This 
they agreed to do. Decision was 
then reserved, with the probability 
that the companies have won the 
major point in that the Government 
will probably have to answer with 
most of the names of the exhibitors 
that they have at the moment. 
Donovan also told the judge at the 
end of the hearing that the com- 
panies are not satisfied that they re- 
ceived sufficient information from 
the Government, and next week will 
file a demand for a further bill of 
particulars. Judge Bond facetiously 
told him that they might as well ap- 
ply for a contempt order for failing 
to comply with instructions. 

Williams declared that the majors 
had received all the information 
they were entitled to, and a lot more, 
and then the hearing broke up. 








F-WC Clearance OK'd 
Los Angeles, May 9. 

Kinema theatre’s action against 
Fox West Coast and several major 
distributors was dismissed in U. S. 
district court. Plaintiff had sued for 
the right to play pictures day-and- 
date with F-WC’s Gentry. As a re- 
sult of the dismissal, F-WC retains 
the clearance it has held in that 
neighborhood for a number of years. 





Fried Vs. WB Pestponed 
Philadelphia, May 9. 

Slated to be heard in U. S. District 
Court this week, suit brought by 
Harry Fried against the Warner cir- 
cuit and major distribs has been 
postponed until fall. Fried is de- 
manding better runs and clearance 
for his houses, the Seville, Subur- 
ban and Anthony Wayne, all in the 
Main Line suburbs of Philly. 

Fried denied a report that the case 
would be settled out of court through 
the intervention of Ben Golder, re- 
cently added to the Warner legal 
staff to handle exhib complaints. 

Bryn Mawr Business Men's Asso- 
ciation is taking an active part in 
Fried’s fight. They have already 
sent letters of protest about Fried’s 
clearance difficulties to the Depart- 
ment of Justice and the distributors. 
They may go even farther by filing 
suit on their own hook. It is their 
claim that the unreasonable clear- 
ance forced on Fried causes poten- 
tial patrons to go to houses in other 
towns, thus taking them away from 
the Bryn Mawr shopping district and 


injuring all business. 
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So Momentous It Required Six Academy Award Winners and a Supporting Cast of 
1186 Players Including 


BRIAN AHERNE 


CLAUDE RAINS: JOHN GARFIELD - DONALD CRISP 
JOSEPH CALLEIA: GALE SONDERGAARD + GILBERT ROLAND: HENRY O'NEILL 
Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE 


Screen Play by John Huston, Aeneas MacKenzie and Wolfgang Reinhardt * Based on a Play by Franz 
Werfel and the Novel, ‘‘The Phantom Crown,’’ by Bertita Harding « Music by Erich Wolfgang Korngold 


JACK L. WARNER + HAL B. WALLIS * HENRY W. BLANKE 


In Charge of Production Executive Producer Associate Producer 


WARNER BROS., Producers 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 16) 


Foster, William Haade, Broderick Crawford, Richard Loo, Ralph Soncuya, 
Rupert Andez, Sam Labrador, Andrew De La Cruz, Torben Meyer, Lai 
Chand Mehra, George Melford, Rafael Storm, George Kirby, Vivian Oak- 
land, Jack Perry, Ruth Rickaby, Ethel May Halls, Bruce Mitchell, Mitchell 
Ingraham, Philip Ahn, Philson Ahn, C. L. Sherwood. 


‘UNMARRIED,’ formerly titled ‘NIGHT SPOT HOSTESS,’ formerly 
tilled ‘ME AND MY GAL,’ associate producer, Mel Shauer; directed by 
Kurt Neumann; screen play by Lillie Hayward and Brian Marlow; based on 
story by Grover Jones and William Slavens McNutt: photographed by 
Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Buck Jones, Helen Twelvetrees, Donald O’Connor, 
Dorothy Howe, John Hartley, Larry Crabbe, Robert Armstrong, Ed Paw- 
ley, Sidney Blactkmer, Philip Warren, Louise Carter, Kathryn Bates, Sarah 
Edwards, Gordon Hart. 

‘GRAND JURY SECRETS,’ produced by Sam Engel; directed by James 
Hogan; screen play by Irving Reis and Robert Yost; based on a story by | 
Irving Reis and Maxwell Shane; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: | 
John Howard, William Frawley, Gail Patrick, Jane Darwell, Porter Hall, | 
Harvey Stephens, John Hartley, Morgan Conway, Elisha Cook, Jr., Jack 
Norton, Richard Denning. Gordon Jones, Charles Jackson, Kitty Kelly, Tom | 
Kennedy. 

‘“GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed 
by Alfred E. Green; screen play by Nat Perrin; based on novel by S. S. | 
Van Dine; phovwgraphed by Charles Lang. Cast: Gracie Allen, Warren 
William, Kent Taylor, Ellen Taylor, Ellen Drew, Jerome Cowan, Judith 
Barrett, Donald MacBride, H. B. Warner, Horace MacMahon, William 
i emarest, Al Shaw and Sammy Lee, Lillian Yarbo, Waiter Soderling, Lee 
Moore, Harry Tyler, James Flavin, Tiny Newlan, Willie Fung, Don Brodie, 
Jack Baxley, Rube Demarest, Jim Ke!so, Helen MacKellar, Edgar Dearing, 
Esiher Howard. 

‘MAN ABCGUT TOWN,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow; directed by 
Mark Sandrich; based on story by Morrie Ryskind and Allan Scott; screen | 
play by Morrie Ryskind; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Jack Benny, 
Dorothy Lamour, Edward Arnold, Binnie Barnes, Phil Harris, Eddie An- | 
derson, Monty Woolley, Leonard Mudie, Herbert Evans, Clifford Severn, | 
Cyril Thornton, Kay Linaker, Isabel Jeans, Betty Grable. E. E. Clive, Har- | 
riette Haddon, The Pina Troupe, Theo E. Reebuck, Cecil Kellaway, Norman | 
Ainsley, Wesley Barry, Charles Irwin, Charles Hall, Charles Coleman, | 
Colin Kenny, Bernice Steward, Patti Sacks, Matty Malneck’s ork, Merriel 
Abbott Dancers, Bert Roach, Lecn Belasco, Adolph Milar, Dorothy Dayton, 
Alphonse Martel. 


‘MR. AND MRS. BULLBOG DRUMMOND,’ meller; associate producer, 
Stuart Walker; directed by James Hogan; screen play by Stuart Palmer 
and Garnett Weston; based on ‘Bulldog Drummond and the Oriental Mind’ 
by H. C. (Sapper) McNeile; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: John 
Howard, Heather Angel, H. B. Warner, Reginald Denny, E. E. Clive, Eliza- | 
beth Patterson. Eduardo Ciannelli, Gerald Hamer, Adrienne D’Ambricourt. 

‘THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD,’ produced by Harlar. Thompson; directed | 
by Robert Florey; screen play by Gilbert Gabriel and Walter Ferris; 
adapted from story by Charles G. Booth; photographed by William Mellor. 
Cast: Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd Nolan, Patricia Morison, Steffi Duna, Robert 
Warwick, Frank Reicher, Donald Gallaher, Mary Boland, Ernst Verebes, 
Barbara Pepper, Virginia Dabney, Edward McWade, Julius Tannen, Nestor 
Paiva, John Sheehan, Roger Gray, Ernest Cossart, Ralph Forbes, Abner 
Biberman, George Zucco, George Nardelli, George Magrill, Andre Mar- 
saudon, Count Stefenelli, Ralph Norwood. 


‘GERONIMO,’ formerly titled ‘GREAT ENEMY’ (1939-40 release), his- 
torical western, General manager’s office production; directed by Paul 
Sloane; no writing credits released; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast 
Chief Thundercloud, Preston Foster, Ralph Morgan, Andy Devine, William 
Henry, Harry Templeton, Ellen Drew, Pierre Watkin, Jack Chapin, Richard 
Denning, James Glines, Frank Cordell, Cecil Kellogg, Carl Sepulveda, Tom 
Coats, Ted Wells, Lee Shumway. 

‘LAWFUL OUTLAWS’ (1939-40), western; produced by Harry Sherman; 
directed by Leslie Selander; screen play by Sam Robins; added dialog by 
Walter Roberts; based on original by Josef Montaigne and on character 
Hopalong created by Clarence E. Mulford; photographed by Russell Har- 


lan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Jane Clayton, Betty Moran, 
Britt Wood. 





Par Pix Now in Production 

‘THE CAT AND THE CANARY’ (1939-40 release), mystery-comedy; pro- 
duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.; directed by Elliott Nugent; screen play by 
Walter DeLeon and Lynn Starling; based on play by John Willard; photo- 
graphed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard, John Beal, 
Douglas Montgomery, Gale Sondergaard, Nydia Westman, George Zucco, 
Willard Robertson, Elizabeth Patterson, George Regas, Charles Lane, Frank 
Mclton, Milt Kibhee, William Abbey. 

‘MILLION DOLLAR LEGS,’ college drama; associate producer, William 
C. Thomas; directed by Nick Grinde; no writing credits released; to- 
graphed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Betty Grable, John Hartley, 
O’Connor, Jackie Coogan, Larry Crabbe, Peter Hayes, Dorothea Kent, 
Richard Denning, Philip Warren, Eddie Arnold, Jr.. Thurston, Roy Gordon, 
Matty Kemp, William , Joyce Mathews, Wallace Rairden, John Hart, 
Russ Clark, Anthony Marsh, Tom Seidel, Mabert Rogers, Bob Ireland, 
Roger Laswell, Bill Boggess, Ken Nolan, Billy Wilkerson. 

‘HEAVEN ON A SHOESTRING’ (1939-40 release), drama: produced by 
George Arthur; directed by Lewis Milestone; no writing credits released: 
een gh me by Leo Tover. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Olympe Bradna, Roland 
} Sear George E. Stone, Frank Sully, Russ Powell, Doodles Weaver, D’Arcy 

orrigan. 

‘THE STAR MAKER,’ based on story of Gus Edwards’ life: produced by 
Charles R. Rogers; directed by Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits released: 
photographed by Karl Struss. Cast: Bing Crosby, Louise Campbell, Ned 
Sparks, Linda Ware, Walter Damrosch, Janet Waldo. 


‘DISPUTED PASSAGE’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Harlan 
Thompson; directed by Frank Borzage; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Akim Tamiroff, John 
Howard, Judith Barrett, Gordon Jones. 


‘RULER OF THE SEAS,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; second 
unit director, Jim Havens; no writing credits released; first unit photog- 
rapher, Theodor Sparkuhl; second unit photographer, Archie Stout. Cast: 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Margaret Lockwood, Will Fyffe, George Bancroft, 


David Torrence, Montagu Love, Vaughan Glaser, Wyndham Standing, Wil- 
son Benge, 





RKO-Radie 


Number Number 
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Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoet- Cutting Before Prepara- 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE SECOND SHOT,’ comedy drama; produced by Cliff Reid; directed 
by Jack Hively; screen play by Michael Kanin from original by Garrett 
Fort; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Lucille Ball, Allan Lane, Steffi 
Duna, Evelyn Brent, Donald Briggs, Bernadene Hayes, Abner Biberman, 
William Pawley, Earle Hodgins. 


‘GIRL FROM MEXICO,’ comedy: produced by Robert Sisk; directed by , 


Leslie Guodwins; screen play by Lionel Houser and Joseph Fields from 
original by Lionel Houser; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Lupe 
Velez, Donald Woods, Leon Errol, Donald MacBride, Linda Hayes, Edward 
Raquello, Elisabeth Risdon, Ward Bond. 

‘G-DOG,’ meller; produced by Bert Gilroy; directed by David Howard; 
screen play by Morton Grant from original by Earl Johnson and Guy K. 
Austin: photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: Tim Holt, Virginia Weidiler, 
Janet Shaw, Frank M. Thomas, Robert E. Keane, Monty Montague, Don 
Brody, Ralph Harolde, Muriel Evans. 


‘LITTLE MOTHER,’ drama; produced by Buddy De Sylva; directed by 
Garsen Kanin; screen play by Norman Krasna from piay by Felix Jack- 
son; photographed by Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, David 
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Jr., Ernest Truex, Ned Class, Paul Stanton, Gerald Oliver Smith, Bessie , 
Thomashefsky, Leona Roberts, Denny Moore. ! 
‘RACKETEERS OF THE RANGE,’ western; produced by Bert Gilroy; | 
directed by J. Ross Lederman; screen play A Oliver Drake; original by 
Bernard McConville; photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: George O’Brien, 
Marjorie Reynolds, Chill Wills, Gay Seabrook, Ray Whitley, Monte Mon- : 
tague, Robert Fiske, John Dilson, Bud Osborne, Ben Corbett. | 


RKO-Radie Pictures Now in Preduction 


‘FIVE CAME BACK,’ meller; produced by Robert Sisk; directed by John 
Farrow; screen play by Jerry Cady and Dalton Trumbo; original by Rich- 
ard Carroll. Cast: Chester Morris, Wendy Barrie, Lucille Ball, John Car- 
radine, Joseph Calleia, C. Aubrey Smith, Elisabeth Risdon. 


‘THE DOVE,’ drama; produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Lew Landers; 
screen adaptation by Joseph Fields from play by Willard Mack; photo- 
graphed by Russell Metty. Cast: Leo Carrillo, Steffi Duna, Tim Holt, 
Donald MacBride, Chris Martin, Edward Raquello, Paul Fix, Julian Rivera, 
Frank Puglia, Esther Muir, Paul Sutton, Charles Stevens, Frank Lackteen. 


‘MEMORY OF LOVE,’ drama; produced by George Haight; directed by 
John Cromwell; screen play by Dudley Nichols and Hagar Wilde from 
novel by Bessie Breuer; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Carole Lom- 
bard, Cary Grant, Kay Francis, Charles Coburn, Helen Vinson, Katharine 
Alexander, Jonathan Hale, Nella Walker. 


——— 





3-Day Week 
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second assistarts will receive eight- 
hour credit for al. legal holidays. 


Minimum pay for second assistants 
will be 90c. hour the first year, 95c, 
the second year, $1 the third and sub- 
sequent years. 

Contracts may be cancelled after 
three years, upen one year’s notice 
by either side. They become effec- 
tive as of March 13, 1939. 

Steer Clear of Strikes 

The Guilds agree that during life 

| of the contracts they will not call or 





‘CAREER,’ drama; produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Leigh Jason; | engage in or against a strike affect- 


from play by Phil Siong and Chester Erskine; photographed by Frank |ing motion picture production. 
Cast: Anne Shirley, Edward Ellis, Alice Eden, John Archer, 


Redman. 
Janet Beecher, Leon Errol, Raymond Hatton, Maurice Murphy, Harrison 





Greene, 
Now Balance te 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
, | reef 59 33 3 6 20 20 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘STREET O27 MISSING MEN,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed 
b> Sidney Salkow; screen play by Leonard Lee and Frank Dolan; original 


by Eleanore Griffin and William Rankin; photographed by Ernest Miller. | 


Cast: Charles Bickford, Harry Carey, Tommy Ryan, Guinn Williams, Mabel 
Todd, Nana Bryart, John Gallaudet. 
‘THREE TEXAS STEERS,’ western; produced by William Berke; directed 


by George Sherman; original screen play by Betty Burbridge and Stanley 


, Roberts; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, 


Max Terhune, Carole Landis, Ralph Graves, Roscoe Ates, Billy Curtis, 
Collette Lyons, Stanley Blystone, Ted Adams, David Sharpe, Lew Kelly. 


‘DAREDEVILS OF THE RED CIRCLE,’ adventure serial; produced b 
Robert Beche; co-directed by Jack English and William Witney: srinteat 
screen play by Barry Shipman, Franklyn Adreon, Rex Taylor and Sol Shor; 
photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Charles Quigley, Carole Landis, 
Herman Brix, David Sharpe, Miles Mander, Charles Middleton, Snowflake, 
Ben Taggart, Ray Miller, C. Montague Shaw. 


‘SOUTHWARD HO,’ formerly titled ‘HEADIN’ FOR TEXAS,’ western 
with songs; produced and directed by Joe Kane; screen play by Gerald 
Geraghty; original by Jack Natteford and John Rathmell: photographed 
by Jack Marta. Cast: Roy Rogers, Mary Hart, George Hayes, Wade Boteler, 
Arthur Loft, Tom London, Ed Brady, Roger Williams, Wayne Chandler, 
Brandon Beach. 

‘ALL THE TOMORREOWS,’ drama; produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
Sidney Salkow; original screen play by Garrett Fort; photographed by 
Ernest Miller. Cast: Frieda Inescort, Qtto Kruger, Don Douglas, Adrianne 
Ames, J. M. Kerrigan, Ann Todd, Jane Darwell 

‘S.O.S. TIDAL WAVE,’ formerly titled ‘TIDAL WAVE,’ melodrama; 
produced by Armand Schaeffer; directed by John Auer; screen play by 
Maxwell Shane and Gordon Kahn; original by James Webb: photographed 
by Jack Marta. Cast: Ralph Byrd, Kay Sutton, George Barbier, Frank 
Jenks, Dorothy Lee, Oscar O’Shea, Mare Lawrence, Mickey Kuhn, Donald 
Barry, Ferris Tayler. 


Republic Pix New in Preductien 

‘MOUNTAIN RHYTHM,’ produced by Harry Grey; directed by Breezy 
Eason; screen play by Gerald Geraghty; original by Connie Lee; photo- 
graphed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June Storey, 
Maude Eburne, Bernard Suss, Walter Fenner, Jack Ingram, Roger Williams, 
Duke Lee, Al Taylor, Bob Burns, Ferris Taylor, Jack Pennick, Ed Cassidy, 
se Atchley, Curley Dresden, Joe Yrigoyen, Bill Yrigoyen, Howard 

ickey. 

‘IN OLD CALIENTE,’ formerly titled :-‘THE ROAD TO EL DORADO,’ 
produced and directed by Joe Jane; original screen play by Norman 
Houston and Gerald Geraghty; photographed by William Nobies. Cast: 
Roy Rogers, Mary Hart, George Hayes, Frank Puglia, Katherine DeMille, 
Jack LaRue, Harry Woods, Ethel Wales, Paul Marian, Merrill McCormack, 
ae Ted Mapes, Vinegar Roan, Al Taylor, George Montgomery, 
Jim Corey. 

‘MICKEY, THE KID,’ formerly titled ‘STAND UP AND SING,’ produced 
by Herman Schlom; directed by Arthur Lubin; screen play by Doris 
Malloy and Gordon Kahn; original by Alice Altschuler; photographed by 
Jack Marta. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Ralph Byrd, Tommy Ryan, Jessie Ralph, 
ZaSu Pitts, June Storey, Robert Elliott, James Flaven, J. Farrell Macdonald. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance te 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Pre rT 52 42 4a 12 a 0 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘GIRL FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY 
LIGHT’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Edward Kaufman: directed by 
Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; photographed by Kari Freund. 
Cast: Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur 
Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 

‘STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE’ (1939-40 release); produced by Ken- 





Number Number 


neth wan; directed by Henry King; no writing credits released; pho- 
(ographed by George Barnes. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Richard Greene, Nanc 
Kelly, Walter Brennan, Charles Coburn, Henry Hull, Sir Cedrick Hard- 


wicke, Henry Travers, Hasson Said. 

IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU,’ mystery drama: produced by David 
Hempstead; directed by Alfred Werker; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Leon Shamroy. Cast: Gloria Stuart, Stuart Erwin, Raymond 
Walburn, June Gale, Douglas Fowley. 


‘THE GORILLA,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed by Allan 
Dwan; no writing credits released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. 
Cast. Ritz Brothers, Bela Lugosi, Anita Louise, Lionel Atwill, Edward Nor- 
ris, Patsy Kelly, Wally Vernon, Joseph Calleia. 

‘SUSANNAH OF THE MOUNTIES,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; 
directed by Walter Lang; no writing credits; photographed by Arthur 
Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Randolph Scott, Margaret Lockwood, Mar- 
tin Goodrider, Moroni Olsen, J. Farrell MacDonald, Maurice Moscovich, 


Victor Jory, Lester Matthews, Herbert Evans, Leyland Hodgson, Jack 
Luden, Charles Irwin. 


‘CHARLIE CHAN IN RENQ,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Nor- 
man Foster; no writing credits released; photographed by Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Sidney Toler, Sen Young, Phyllis Brooks, Ricardo Cortez. Kane Rich- 
mond, Slim Summerville, Pauline Moore, Robert Lowery, Kay Linaker, 
Louise Henry, Iris Wong. 

‘NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed 
by Alfred Verker; original screen play by John Larkin; photographed by 
Ernest Palmer. 2st: Preston Foster, Lynn Bari, George Barbier Eddie 
Collins, Russel] Gleason, Paul Harvey, Minor Watson, Charles Halton. 

‘BOY FRIEND,’ formerly titled ‘POLICE SCHOOL,’ produced by John 
Stone; directed by James Tinling; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jane Withers, Arleen Whelan, Richard 


Bond, Douglas Fowley, Robert Shaw, Robert Kellard, George Ernest, Minor 
Watson, Ted Pierson, Warren Hymer. 


‘EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE’ (1939-40 release); produced by Sol M. 
Wurtzel; directed by Ricardo Cortez; ne writing credits released; photo- 





Niven, Charles Coburn, Frank Albertson, Baby Elwood, Elbert Copeland, 





(Continued on page 20) 


The 
| twe erganizations also agree they 
will not close their membership 
books, adopt exorbitant — initiation 
fees, and to accept for membership 
any director, assistant director or 
unit manager employed by producers. 

The minimum pay for unit man- 
agers is fixed at $150 week, whether 
freelance or contract. Those now re- 
ceiving above the weekly minimum 
will be given a 10% increase. All 
contracts with unit managers must 
be for a minimum of 46 weeks each 
|year. Freelance unit managers will 
lreceive severance pay of one week 





\if they have been employed more 
than two consecutive weeks, and 
three days if employed for two weeks 
or less. 

Following completion of negotia- 
tions with the two directorial units, 
Joseph M. Schenck, prexy of the As- 
sociation of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, issued the following state- 
ment: 

‘The amicable solution of all] is- 
sues between the members of the two 
Guilds and the producers affords us 
all a great deal of satisfaction. 

‘The agreements do more than dis- 
pose of pressing labor problems in 
the industry. They also serve to 
emphasize anew that the conference 
table, with its free and democratic 
give-and-take, represents the best 
medium for the solution and settle- 
ment at differences between em- 
ployers and employes. 

‘Out of these agreements, we feel, 
will come widespread benefits to the 
entire film industry, and all those 
engaged in it. They will mean a uni- 
fication of energy and purpose be- 
tween the creative crafts and pro- 
ducers toward the common aim of in- 
creasing efficiency and elevating the 
artistic standards of the film product. 

‘At this time I would also like to 
take the opportunity of thanking the 
committees representing the Screen 
Directors, unit managers and pro- 
ducers who carried these negotiations 
to a happy conclusion. 

‘The agreements they helped write, 
stand as a credit to the fairness, good 
judgment and spirit of all parties 
represented. They are a demonstra- 
tion of enlightened handling of labor 
problems by all concerned.’ 

Frank Capra, prexy of SDG and 
president of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences, directed the 
negotiations for the directors. 

Officers of Motion Picture Paint- 
ers Local 644 were instructed to 
push their demand for a five-day 
week, with pay based on six days. 
Contract with studios, still in ef- 
fect, expired May 1, but discussions 
on a new pact postponed until after 
settlement of the JIA-Technicians 
| dispute. 





Louis Weiss to Appeal 


Adverse Dallas Decision 


Dallas, May 9. 

Louis Weiss, of New York, veteran 
serial producer, will appeal the de- 
cision handed down here last week in 
favor of the Amity Film Exchange of 
Dallas against his Stage & Screen 
Productions, Inc. 

Contract made in 1936 was held in- 
valid by court. Paper called for 
local firm to take ‘Custer’s Last 
Stand,’ ‘The Clutching Hand’ and 
‘The Black Coin.’ Amity took ‘Cus- 
ter’ but refused others, paying plain- 
tiff $6;000, whereupon Stage & 
Screen brought breach of contract 
suit, asking $12,000 for remaining two 
films. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Peter B. Kyne sold his yarn, ‘Roll- 
ing River,’ to Republic. 

Metro bought screen rights to 
‘Countess Maritza,’ light opera. . 

‘The Happiest Man in the World, 
by Albert Maltz, purchased by 
Metro. 

Bernard Vorhaus acquired screen 
rights to ‘A Frame of Mind,’ by An- 
gela Brophy. 
| Warners bought talking and tele- 
| Vision rights to ‘The Patent Leather 
Kid,’ by Rupert Hughes, 
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“oh, by the way” 





“Hello Mr. Exhibitor” 


“GOODBYE MR. CHIPS” opens at the Astor, N. Y. on May 16th 
launching this most talked about attraction in the same showman-: 
ship manner which gave nationwide fame to “Pygmalion” (still 
§.R.O. as it concludes a sensational 6-month run at the Astor.) 


While the fame of ““GOODBYE MR. CHIPS” (Robert Donat, Greer 
Garson) spreads throughout the nation, M-G-M exhibitors will say 
hello to hit after hit. For instance: 


Hold-overs are mounting as the “HARDYS RIDE HIGH”—best of 
them all! “LUCKY NIGHT” (Myrna Loy, RobertTaylor) strong in all 
i first engagements. “IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD” (Claudette 
Colbert, James Stewart) rolled preview audience in the aisles. It’s 
socko at the b. o. “CALLING DR. KILDARE” (Lew Ayres, Lionel 
Barrymore) establishes Dr. Kildare as another Hardy series. The 
new “TARZAN” looks great! And that’s just a few in coming weeks! 








Goodbye Mr. Exhibitor, you’re in the chips as usual with Mr. Leo. 








20 


= 


VARIETY 














PICTURES 








Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 18) 


graphed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Amanda Duff, Kane Richmond, June 
Gale, Henry Armetta, Frank Reicher, Leona Roberts, Edward Norris, 
Scotty Beckett, Rex Downing, Jimmy Butler, 


‘JONES FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD,’ associate producer, John Stone; 
directed by Mal St. Clair; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, George Ernest, June Carlson, Spring 
Byington, Florence Roberts, Kenneth Howell, June Gale, Billy Mahan, 
Marvin Stephens, Matt McHugh, William Tracey. 

20th-Fox Pix New in Production 


‘SECOND FIDDLE,’ musical romance; produced by Gene Markey; di- 
rected by Sidney Lanfield; no writing credits released; photographed by 


Leon Shamroy. Cast: Sonja Henie, Tyrone Power, Rudy Vallee, Edna Ma 
Oliver, Mary Healy, Lyle Talbot, Brian Sisters. . ' 


‘YOUNG MR, LINCOLN,’ historical drama; produced by Kenneth Mac- 
gowan; directed by John Ford; no writing credits released; photographed 
by Arthur Miller. Cast: Hgnry Fonda, Marjorie Weaver, Arleen Whelan, 
Richard Cromwell, Eddie Collins, Pauline Moore, Eddie Quillan, Dorris 
Bowdeh, Alice Brady, Fred Kohler, Jr., Francis Ford, Ward Bond, Spencer 
Charters, Milburn Stone, 


‘THE RAINS CAME?’ (1939-40 rele 








ase), drama; produced by Harry Joe 
Brown; directed by Clarence Brown; or‘ginal story by Louis Bromfield; 
photographed by Bert Glennon. Cast: Myrna Loy, George Brent, Tyrone 
Power, Joseph Schildkraut, Jane Darwell, Henry Travers, Marie Ouspens- 
kaya, Montague Shaw, H. B. Warner, Nigel Bruce, Marjorie Rambeau, Mary 
Nash, Brenda Joyce, Laura Hope Crews, Abner Biberman, William Royle, 
Sonia Charsky, Adele Labansat. 

‘JONES FAMILY AT GRAND CANYON’ (1939-40 release), family 
drama; produced by John Stone; directed by Malcolm St. Clair: no writing 
credits released; photographed by Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jed Prouty, 
Spring Byington, George Ernest, Billy Mahan, June Carlson, Florence 
Roberts, Eddie Collins, Fred Kelsey. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND?’ (1939-40 release), mystery 
drama; produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Norman Foster: no 
writing credits released; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Sidney 


Toler, Sen Yung, Cesar Romero, Pauline Moore, John Carradi sall 
Blane, Charles Halton. : a ie 


‘HOTEL FOR WOMEN’ (1939-40 release), produced by Raymond Griffith; 
directed by Gregory Ratoff; screen play by Kathryn Scola and Darrell 
Ware; original by Kathryn Scola; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: 
Elsa Maxwell, Linda Darnell, Ann Sothern, Joyce Compton, Lynn Bari, 
Katharine Aldridge, Amanda Duff, Lillian Porter, Frances Leslie, Jean 
Rogers, June Gale, Alan Dinehart, Helen Erickson, Dorothy Dearing, Kay 


Griffith, Irma Wilsen, Alice Armand, Barbara and Gloria Brewster, Kay 
Linaker. 





Universal 
ee New Balance te 


in Be Placed Stories in 
Sheet- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number 
of Pix Com- 


Now 


Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tion 
Pemteres .cccscccs 40 31 oe 5 4 4 
WROMSOTAS. <ccccccce 12 12 e cy 6 é 
BOFIRES 6.cccesecss 4 4 1 1 @ 0 
Sey ae 4% 5 6 4 “4 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘HOUSE OF FEAR,’ formerly titled ‘BACKSTAGE PHANTOM,’ mys- 
tery meller; produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by Joe May; screen 
play by Peter Milne; original by Thomas Fallon; photographed by Milton 
Krasna. Cast: William Gargan, Irene Hervey, Dorothy Arnold, Harvey 
Stephens, Walter Woolf King, Alan Dinehart, El Brendel, Jan Duggan, 


Tom Dugan, Raymond Parker, Stanley Hughes, Don Douglas, Herbert 
Corthell. ° 


‘EX-CHAMP,’ drama; produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Phil Rosen; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Victor 


McLaglen, Tom Brown, Nan Grey, Constance Moore, William Frawley, 
Donald Briggs. 


‘OREGON TRAIL’ (1939-40 release), western serial; produced by Henry 
MacRae; directed by Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; original screen play 
by George Plympton, Basil Dickey, Edmund Kelso and W. W. Watson; 
photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Louise Stanley, 
Fuzzy Knight, Ed LeSaint, Bill Cody, Jr., Colin Kenny, Jim Toney, Jack C. 
Smith, Charles Stevens, Charles Murphy, Roy Barcroft, James Blaine, 
Charles King, Forrest Taylor. 


‘FOR LOVE OR MONEY,’ comedy: produced by Max Golden; directed 
by Al Rogell; screen play by Charles Grayson from original by Julian 
Blaustein, Daniel Taradash and Bernard Feins; photographed by Stanley 
Cortez. Cast: June Lang, Robert Kent, Edward Brophy, Richard Lane, 


Addison Richards, Tony Merrill, Horace MacMahon, Etienne Girardot, 
Charles Regan, Dora Clement. 


‘OLD GRAD,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Harold Young; 
screen play b rold Buchman; original story by Matt Taylor; photo- 
graphed _by John Boyle. Cast: Charley Grapewin, Anita Louise, Dick 


Foran, Frances Robinson, Richard Lane, Burton Churchill, Samuel. S. 
ah David Holt, Jerry Marlowe, Eddie Acuff, Cully Richards, Emma 
unn, 

‘THE SUN NEVER SETS,’ romantic drama; produced and directed b 
Rowland V. Lee; original story by Jerry Horwin and Arthur Fitz-Richard; 
screen play by W. P. Lipscomb; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Basil Rathbone, Barbara O’Neil, Virginia ‘Field, 
Mary Forbes, Arthur Mulliner, John Burton. 


Universal Pix Now in Preduction 

‘INSIDE INFORMATION,’ produced by Irving Starr; directed by Charles 
Lamont; screen play by Alex Gottlieb; original by Martin Mooney and 
Burnet Hershey; photographed by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: June Lang, 
Dick Foran, Harry Carey, Mary Carlisle, Addison Richards, Joseph Sawyer, 
Grant Richards, Paul MeVey, Selmer Jackson, Fred Burton. 

‘IN OLD CALIFORNIA’ (1939-40 release), produced by Ben Pivar; 
directed by Christy Cabanne; original screen play by Michael L. Simmons; 
photographed by John Boyle. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Con- 
stance Moore, Noah Beery, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Thurston Hall, 
Richard Lane, Mabel Albertson, Marion Burns, Paul Fix, Byron Fougler, 
Eddy C. Waller, Charles Trowbridge, Edward J. LeSaint, William Moore, 
Edwin Stanley, Mala, Sandra Kane, Mamo Clark, Princess Luana. 

‘MODERN CINDERELLA,’ produced and directed by John M. Stahl; 
original by James M. Cain; photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Irene 
Dunne, Charles Boyer, Nydia Westman, Frances Robinson, Philip Trent, 
Myrtis Crynley, Edward Earle, Inez Courtney, Florence Lake, Dorothy 
Granger, Helen Lind, Mary Treen, Kitty McHugh. 

‘THE UNDERPUP’ (1939-40 release), produced by Joe Pasternack; 
directed by Richard Wallace; screen play by Grover Jones; from story by 
I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Gloria Jean, Nan Grey, 
Robert Cummings, Virginia Weidler, Ann Gillis, Ernest Truex, Doris Lloyd. 

‘THE PHANTOM CREEPS’ (serial for 1939-40 release), produced by 
Henry MacRae; co-directed by Ford Beebe and Saul A. Goodkind; original 
screen play by Willis Cooper, George Plympton, Basil Dickey and Mildred 
Barish; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Bela Lugosi, Robert Kent, 
Dorothy Arnold, Regis Toomey, Anthony Averill, Edwin Stanley, Jack C. 
Smith, Roy Barcroft, Eddie Acuff. Forrest Taylor, Edward Van Sloan, 
Karl Hackett, Robert Blair, Jerry Frank. 


Warners 





Now Balance te 
New in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number 

of Pix Com- 

Promised pleied 
52 34 


play by Lee Katz and Dean Franklin; photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: 
Ronald Reagan, Rosella Towne, Eddie Foy, Jr. Moroni Olsen, John Gal- 
laudet, John Litel, June Gittelson, Steffi Duna, 


‘ENEMY AGENT,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy; associate producer, 
Mark Hellinger; no writing credits released; directed by Terry Morse, 
photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Boris Karloff, Margaret Lindsay, 
Holmes Herbert, Maris Wrixon, Bruce Lester, Leonard Mudie, Clarence 
Derwent. 


‘NAUGHTY, BUT NICE,’ formerly titled ‘THE PROFESSOR STEPS OUT,’ 
formerly titled ‘ALWAYS LEAVE THEM LAUGHING,’ executive pro- 
ducer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray 
Enright; screen play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macauley; photographed 
by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Gale Page, Ann Sheridan, ZaSu 
Pitts, Maxie Rosenbloom, Allen Jenkins, Jerry Colonna, Halliwell Hobbes, 


: Granville Bates, Ronald Reagan, Helen Broderick. 


‘HELL’S KITCHEN,’ produced by Mark Hellinger for the Bryan Foy 
unit; directed by E. A. Dupont; no writing credits released; photographed 
by Charles Rosher. Cast: Dead End Kids, Margaret Lindsay, Stanley Fields, 
Ronald Reagan, Grant Mitchell, Frank E. Burke, Charlie Foy, Fred Tozere. 


"WATER FRONT,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terry Morse; no 
writing credits released: nhotographed by James Van Trees. Cast: Dennis 
Morgan, Gloria Dickson, Marie Wilson, Sheila Bromley, Ward Bond, Arthur 
Gardner, George Lloyd, Aldrich Bowker. 

‘NANCY DREW, TROUBLE SHOOTER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by William Clemens; from original by Caroline Keene; photo- 
graphed by Lou O’Connell, Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John 
Litel, Charlotte Wynters, Aldrich Bowker, Edgar Edwards, Erville Al- 
derson. 


‘THE KID FROM KOKOMO,’ formerly titled ‘BROADWAY CAVALIER,’ 
executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Sam Bischoff; 
directed by Lew Seiler; screen play by Michael Fessier from original by 
Dalton Trumbo. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Wayne Morris, Jane 
Wyman, Maxie Rosenbloom, Max Robson, Stanley Fields, Morgan Conway, 
Sidney Toler, Ed Brophy, Olin Howland, Jack Roper, Clem Bevans. 


‘GIVE ME A CHILD’ (1939-40 release), drama; executive producer, Hal 


B. Wallis; associate producer, Sam Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Bacon; | 


screen play by Robert Rossen; photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn, Gale Page, Eve Arden, Johnnie Davis, 
Gloria Holden, Spring Byington, Henry O'Neill, Jean Sharron, Nanette 
Fabares, John Litel. 

‘GANTRY, THE GREAT,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; no writing credits released; photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: 
Edith Fellows, Jimmy McCallion, Granville Bates, DeWolf Hopper, Frankie 
Burke, Fred Tozere. 


‘EACH DAWN I DIE,’ executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate pro- 
ducer, David Lewis; directed by William Keighley; original by Jerome 
Odlum; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: James Cagney, George 
Raft, Jane Bryan, George Bancroft, Willard Robertson, Maxie Rosenbloom, 
Victor Jory, John Wray, Stanley Ridges, Louis Jean Heydt, Ed Pawley, 


Joseph Downing, Alan Baxter, Aldrich Bowker, Fred Tozere, 
Trowbridge. 


‘A FAMILY AFFAIR,’ formerly titled ‘FAMILY REUNION,’ formerly 
titled ‘AMERICAN FAMILY’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate 
producer, Henry Blanke; directed by Michael Curtiz; no writing credits 
released; photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: John Garfield, Pris- 
cilla Lane, Gale Page,. Jeffrey Lynn, Fay Bainter, Claude Rains, May Rob- 
son, Lola Lane, Rosemary Lane, Dick Foran, Frank McHugh. 

‘BATTLE OF CITY HALL,’ comedy drama; executive producer, Hal B. 
Wallis; associate producer, Max Siegel; directed by Ray Enright; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: ‘Dead End’ Kids, 
Ronald Reagan, Ann Sheridan, Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, Berton 
Churchill, Eduardo Ciannelli, Franklin Pangborn, Bernard Nedell, Egon 


peeches Henry O’Neill, Minor Watson, Jackie Searle, Marjorie Main, Sara 
adden. 


‘LIGHTHORSE HARRY,’ comedy-drama; supervised by Mark Hellinger 
for Bryan Foy unit; directed by Noel Smith; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: Bert Wheeler, Marie Wilson, Gloria 
Dickson, Eddie Foy, Jr., De Wolf Hopper, Jr., Charles Wilson, Trevor Bar- 
dette, William Demarist, Don Turner, Max Hoffman, Jr. 


‘DEVIL ON WHEELS,’ formerly titled ‘THE ROARING CROWD,’ for- 
merly titled ‘THE ROARING ROAD’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; 
associate producer, Max Siegel; directed by Lloyd Bacon; no writing credits 
released; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Pat O’Brien, John Payne, 
Gail Page, Ann Sheridan, Frank McHugh, Ronald Reagan, Granville Bates, 
Regis Toomey. 

‘THE OLD MAID,’ drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate 
producer, Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund Goulding; screen play by 
Casey Robinson from play by Zoe Akins; photographed by Tony Gaudio. 
Cast: Bette Davis, Miriam Hopkins, Humphrey Bogart, Jane Bryan, Cissy 
Loftus, Donald Crisp, Jerome Cowan, Frank Darien. 


‘HOBBY FAMILY,’ family drama; produced by Gordon Hollingshead for 
Bryan Foy unit; directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Henry O'Neill, Gabriel Dell, Jean 


Sharon, Irene Rich, Fred Tozere, John Ridgeley, Aldrich Bowker, Jackie 
Moran, Larry Williams. 


Warner Pix Now in Preduction 

‘DUST BE MY DESTINY’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate, 
Lou Edelman; directed by Lew Seiler; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Allen Jen- 
kins, Jane Bryan, Billy Halop, Bobby Jordon, Stanley Ridges, Henry 
jaws Margo Stevenson, Arthur Aylsworth, Walter Miller, Charley 

rapewin. ws 

‘THE KNIGHT AND THE LADY’ (Technicolor), executive producer, 
Hall B. Wallis; associate producer, Robert Lord; directed by Michael Curtiz; 
screen play by Norman Reilly Raine and Aeneas MacKenzie; from the play, 
‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ by Maxwell Anderson; photographed by Sol Polito; 
associate photographer, W. Howard Greene. Cast: Bette Davis, Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Alan Hale, Vincent Price, Donald Crisp, Henry 
Stephenson, Henry Daniell, Guy Bellis, Robert Warwick, Keith Kenneth, 
Nanette Fabares, Rosella Towne, James Stephenson, John Sutton, Maris 
Wrixon. 

‘NOT WANTED,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terr 
screen play by Lawrence Kimble and Fred Niblo, Jr.; adapted by 
from play by Edna Ferber and George S. Kaufman; photographed by 
Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dennis Morgan, Fred Stone, Gloria Dickson, Sonny 
Bupp, Bernice Pilot, Greta Meyer, Christian Rub, Frank Faylen, Dennie 
Moore, Aldrich Bowker, Charles Halton, Georgia Caine, William Pawley, 
Gary Owen. ‘ : 

‘DEAD OR ALIVE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith; 
screen play by Earle Snell and Charles Belden; from original story by Scott 
Littleton; based on characters created by Frederick Nebel; photographed 
by Arthur Todd. Cast: Jane Wyman, Allen Jenkins, Tom Kennedy, Joe 
Cunningham, Frank Shannon, George Guhl, Sheila Bromley, Eddie Grib- 
bon, Eddie Marr, Edgar Dearing, Aldrich Bowker, Vera Lewis, William 
Gould, Cliff Clark, Sidney Bracy, Ruth Robinson, John Harron. 

‘NANCY DREW AND THE HIDDEN STAIRCASE,’ produced by Bryan 
Foy; directed by William Clemens; screen play by Kenneth Gamet; based 
on the Nancy Drew stories by Carolyn Keene; photographed by L. William 
O'Connell. Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel, Vera 
Lewis, Louise Carter, William Gould, Frank Orth, Renie Riano, Fred 
Tozere, Dick Elliott, John Ridgely, DeWolf Hopper, Creighton Hale, Frank 
Mayo, Don Rowan, George Guhl. 


United Artists 


Morse; 
e Katz 
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Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn... 4 2 1 a 1 1 
Selamlok « ...ccscese 2 2 0 0 C) 0 
Walter Wanger..... 8 2 1 0 5 5 
Chaplin ........ éee 1 a 0 0 1 1 
eee osese 8 3 0 1 4 4 
London Films...... 5 3 0 6 2 2 
Edward Small..... 5 2 0 1 2 2 
er Per 33 14 2 2 15 15 





ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 
Total 5 16 2 


Pictures*in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘CODE OF THE SECRET SERVICE,’ formerly titled ‘SMASHING THE 
MONEY RING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith; screen! 


ee 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE MAN IN THE IRON MASK,’ produced by Edward Small: directed 
by James Whale; screen play by George Bruce; based on the novel by 


(Continued on page 23) 
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PAR’S JIM TULLY 
REPLY; OTHER 
PIX SUITS 


Paramount filed answer in N. Y, 
federal court yesterday (Tues.) to 
the $50,000 suit of Jim Tully against 
William K. Howard, Odessco Pro- 
ductions, Inc., and Par, in which 
Tully claims unauthorized use of his 
name in connection with ‘Back Door 
to Heaven’. 

Paramount replies that Tully re- 
quested a statement be issued to the 
effect that he was leaving California 
for N. Y., and was going to deliver 
a series of lectures about the pic- 
ture, which he claimed was based on 
his life. 

Paramount claims that it did as 
requested, and did not at any time 
attempt to use this statement for 
publicity or advertising purposes. 
The company asks a dismissal of the 
action. 

A temporary injunctior restrain- 
ing International Roadshows, Inc., 











| John and Bert Goldberg, from ex- 


hibiting their picture, ‘ES¢ape from 
Devil’s Island’ was granted Monday 
(8) by N. Y. supreme court Justice 
Bernard L. Shientag to Columbia 
Pictures Corp. Latter also asks for 
$50,000 damages, claiming title in- 
fringement. 

Col, asserts it made a picture with 
similar name in 1935, at a cost of 
$200,000, from a story by Fred de 
Gresac. Col. charges the defendants 
acquired their picture from Olym- 
pic Pictures of England and changed 
its title from ‘Broken Melody’ to 
‘Escape from Devil’s Island’ and that, 
among others, sold it to Skouras 
Theatres Corp. 


Zanuck’s Exam on Coast 


Darryl F. Zanuck need not come 
to New York to be exe.nined before 
trial in connection with Stephen 
Tamas’ suit against 20th Century- 
Fox Film, but a Los Angeles com- 
mission may examine him in Cali- 
fornia, according to Judge Alfred 
Frankenthaler’s ruling in N. Y. su- 
preme court. 

Tamas claims that he was engaged 
by Fox in 1936 to write a scenario 
for Shirley Temple, the result of 
which was ‘Stowaway.’ Screen credit 
was given to others, and Tamas was 
not paid. An injunction, accounting 
of profits and damages are sought. 


Tippett Can’t Amend 


N. Y. supreme court Justice Philip 
J. McCook denied yesterday (Tues.) 
an application by John D. Tippett, 
Inc., to amend its bill of complaint 
against Universal Pictures, Print 
Stock Corp, Eastman Kodak, Con- 
solidated Film Industries, Inc., Carl 
Laemmle, Maurice Fleckles, J. E. 
Brulatour, Inc., and Jules E. Brula- 
tour, by discontinuing the action 
against Eastman, Consolidated and 
Brulatour, with whom the plaintiff 
has settled, and to bring further 
charges against the others. 

Tippett seeks $600,000 damages in 
this action, which is one of three 
that he has filed. He claims breach 
of a raw stock agreement with Uni- 
versal on a five-year contract made 
in 1932. 

The judge in denying the applica- 
tion stated the case had been marked 
for trial, and it was too late to 
amend. 





‘Ali Baba Suit Kayoed 
Los Angeles, May 9. 

Andreas F. Michael’s $1,000,000 
plagiarism suit against Eddie Can- 
tor and 20th-Fox was quashed by 
Superior Judge Thomas C. Gould. 
Michael claimed his manuscript had 
been pirated in the making of Can- 
tor’s picture, ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town.’ 





Wyler on ‘Intermezzo’ 





Hollywood, May 9. 
David O. Selznick has borrowed 
William Wyler from Samuel Gold- 
wyn to direct ‘Intermezzo,’ slated to 
ro!l May 23. 
Ingrid Bergman, Swedish 
plays opposite Leslie Howard. 


star, 





CINECOLOR’S SPREAD 
Hollywood, May 9. 

Cinecolor is building a $40,000 ad- 
dition to its Burbank plant to house 
a recently invented method for proc- 
essing 16-mm. film in color. 

-New equipment will give plant 4 
capacity of 600,000 feet of film & 
week. 
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DIO CITY | 
SIC HALL! 


mast MAY 25! 


PRE-SOLD BY BIG ADS 
IN 21 OF THE LARG- 
EST MAGAZINES | 
WITH MILLIONS 
OF READERS 


SATURDAY EVENING POST « 
COLLIER’S« LIFE* LOOKe LIBERTY 
e TIME « HOLLYWOOD « SCREEN 
BOOK « PHOTOPLAY ¢ MOTION 
PICTURE »« MOVIE STORY « 
MOVIE MIRROR « SCREENLAND 
e SILVER SCREEN ¢ PICTURE PLAY 
e SCREEN ROMANCES ¢ SCREEN 
GUIDE * MODERN MOVIES « 
MOVIE LIFE*MODERN SCREEN 
° PERSONAL ROMANCES! 
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| First Prize—$1,000 

| {) RETA WAYWORTH | | $4,000 IN PRIZES! £,"0's9555229 . 

for a best campaigns inclusive of advertising, publicity and ex- ; 

RICHARD BARTHELMESS | ploitation! Open to all theatre managers and advertising men! | ; 

: poe piay ee Mele re te eet | Contest to run for 6 months beginning with release date of picture! | 

a i sk dE aioe ee | Entries should be addressed to ‘Contest Committee, Columbia | : 
i wee H OWARD H A Ww K $ Pictures Corporation, 729 Seventh Avenue, New York City”. | 2 
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CIRCUITS’ GAMES 
CAUSE BRONX 
PRICE WAR 


Film admission price war has 
broken out in the Bronx, N. Y. The 
Windsor (Brandt Bros.) last week 
dropped its admissions from 30c to 
lSc as a result of stiffened competi- 
tion from competitive circuits. 

Situation was brought about by 
RKO Circuit operating five houses 


in the Bronx. Each week the cir- 
cuit runs a ‘$1,000 banko—$500 each 
Tuesday and Wednesday night. All 
five houses participate in the draw- 
ing of lucky numbers, but the prin- 
cipal drawing is confined to one 
house. Last week it was held in the 
RKO Franklin. In addition to this 
the RKO Fordham is also giving 
away $250 on its own every Tuesday 
night. 

To buck this, Loew's Paradise is 
trying out a new one-night-a-week 
band policy, on Tuesdays. Another 
Loew move was to adopt screeno at 
its Grand, in addition to first-run 
product, each Tuesday and Wednes- 
day. 

With both RKO and Loew’s bat- 
tling, indie exhibitors, who have to 
follow stiff competition of the best 
pictures plus giveaways, see the ad- 
mission slash as the only defensive 
gesture possible. Bolognino’s Con- 
solidated Theatre Circuit and the 
Cocalis houses are said to be weigh- 
ing advisability of following action 
of the Brandts at the Windsor. 

The Independent Theatre Owners 
Association of N. Y. completed a 
survey of all indie houses in the 
metropolitan area last month on the 
problem of prize games. Tabulation 
showed that four theatres to one 
were using games; five and a half to 
one said games improved business 
immediately; twice as many theatres 
said business falls off on nights they 
don't give away money than those 
which claim it does not, and all were 
unanimous in stating that competi- 
tive theatres of all types give away 
more money or prizes than the other 
fellow. 

Despite the proven value of prizes 
as a business stimulator, two the- 
atres to every one said they do not 
approve of continuing the practice; 
five theatres to one said the public 
was tiring of the novelty; three to 
one said they would be willing to 
eliminate prizes if the others did, 
and three theatres to one claim that 
giveaways are not profitable to a 
theatre considering the expense and 
competition. 

Nine out of every 10 churches, 
halls and clubs in the area polled are 
still playing bingo and other prize 
games. This latter competition does 
not take in all such edifices in the 
territory. 








Interstaters Convening 


Currently in Galveston 
Dallas, May 9. 


Interstate Circuit employes are 
converging on Galveston for their 
annual convention through Thursday 
(11). 

Exhibitor problems will be dis- 
cussed and roundtable conferences 
will be held to iron out a few of the 
more prominent current headaches. 
Karl Hoblitzelle and R. J. O'Donnell 
lcok for 150 general office hands, 
theatre managers and publicity men 
to attend. Swimming, fishing and 
golf will keep ‘em busy. 





Balaban te Galveston 


Barney Balaban leaves today 
(Wed.) for Galveston by plane to 
attend final day of Interstate circuit 
convention there. Leon Netter, who 
has attended the annual conclave 
in former years, is unable to get 
away this time due to pressure of 
theatre department matters at the 
h.o. 
Several partner-operators of Para- 
mount are also due in New York 
before the end of the week, includ- 
ing Vincent McFaul, of Buffalo; Nat 
Goldstein, of Massachusetts, and 
either this week or next probably 
John J. Friedl, of the northwest. 
Bob Wilby, presently at the Inter- 
state convention, is also due in for 
home office huddles with Balaban, 
Netter and others. Netter con- 
ferred with Adam A. Adams Mon- 
day afternoon (8) and will have fur- 
ther meetings later in the week con- 
cerning the policy to govern the 





Shubert, Newark. He inspected the 
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100 OKLA. OPS. FILM BOOKING CHART 
. (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
SET UP OWN reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
; COPYRIGHT, 1939, BY VARIETY. (NC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key te Type A iations &. T. Min.—Running Time ia Minutes 
M—Melodrama: c—c omedy: CD—Comedy-Drama;: W—Western: me 3 5. Me—Musical ma Cee 
WEEK Rev. R. 
OF in TITLE TYPE Co. TALENT ZT. 
RELEASE | Var. Min. 
AR 2/17/39 2/15 | FAST AND LOOSE Cp | M-G | BR. Montgoemery-R. Russell 18 
boy eats c| 2 cameo | 
j Y OUBLE ‘ar - Huggies- 
. Oklahoma City, May 8. ~~ GUNGA DIN D | RKO | C. Grant-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 120 
Approximately 100 Oklahoma in- 2/8 THE THREE MUSKETEERS Mu 20th D. Ameche-Ritz Bros.-B. Barnes! 71 
dependent theatre owners are ex- 3/15 | os OF THE TURF 7 . _ = ig nrg oe = 
, ‘22 | CAN’T CHEAT HONEST MA ).C. Fields-Edgar Bergen 
pected to gather here today (9) for 3/1. | NANCY DREW, REPORTER» M | WB | B. Granville-J. Lite! 87 
the purpose of creating a new inde- 2/24/39 3/22 | LET US LIVE D Col H. Fonda-M. O'S ivan 69 
pendent exhibitors association and} ’ 2/22 LET FREEDOM RING Mu M-G Nelson Edéy-V. Bruce 87 
discussion of a buying pool for 4/12 STAT REPORTER D Mone W. Hull-M. Hunt 4 
equipment and product. Meeting, ste pan IR nag D4 NATION b. a See eee 7 
. a : : rs ys INS RAIL r . Beyd-C. rs 
a gy Fo mssamge +8 ee oe 2/22 | FORGED PASSPORT mM | Rep | P. Kelly-J. Lang Pot 
My «1 Aten Plagrecergag Loong nacoreeiaall 2/15 | BEAUTY FOR ASKING RC | RKO | L. Ball-A. Lane 64 
hibitor, as te mpo! ary chairman. ; 2/8 PARDON OUR NERVE CM 20th L. Bari-J. Gale-G. Williams 67 
The organization will be set up in 4/5 SOCIETY SMUGGLERS D U P. Foster-I. Hervey 70 
opposition to the MPTO, affiliate of 2/8 YE:, DARLING DAUGHTER C | WB P. Lane-J. Lynn 85 
MPTOA, which backers of the new | 37g 739 977 | PY ‘MALION C | M-G | L. Howard-W. Hiller 96 
organization state is ‘a circuit-domi- | ~’ 4/12 MYSTERY OF MR. WONG M Mono | B. Karloff-D. Tree 69 
nated organization.’ 2/8 CAFE SOCIETY RD Par M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 88 
A plan of operation, presented to 3/8 I WAS A CONVICT M Rep B. McLane-B. Roberts 62 
the exhibitors, embraces a setup of at. aan ieee seme . = —" aint, Bees. Sieige = 
ei regi istricts, hi LO ay . ’ . Young-W. xter 
SE GaeE Une seuishsans 48 the sapte 2/8 | STAGECOACH D | UA | © Trever-J. Wayne 95 
ciation’s board of directors This 3/29 RISKY BUSINESS M 0 G. Murphy-D. Kent a6 
ne edt nena: . 3/8 | SECRET SERVICE AIR M | WB | BR. Regan-J. Litel «1 
board will be the governing body of | _—_-_____ } —____— “BLONDIE MEETS BOSS Cc Cc a 
the association, name its officers and | 3/10/39 3/8 ICE FOLLIES OF 1939 D el | P. Singleton-A. Lake ai 
direct its activities. 3/8 ’ M-G | J. Crawford-3. Stewart 
- ae : 3/29 | MYSTERY PLANE A | Mene | J. Trent-P. A. Young 60 
Each of the eight districts will 9/30 THE BEACHCOMBER D Par C. Laughton-E. Lanchester 86 
comprise a separate group within the 4/12 ROUGH RIDERS ROUND-UP A R. Regers-M. Hart-R. Hatten 55 
association and will hold regional 3/1 SAINT STRIKES BACK D RKO G. Sanders-N. Hamilten 64 
meetings each three months for the 4/19 | INSIDE STORY D 2@th M. Whaten-J. Regers 61 
purpose of discussing problems af- 10/5/38 | PRISON WITHOUT BARS M UA C. Luchaire-E. Best 68 
fecting exhibition in their territories. 22. | San det ah aoe = U_ | J. Cooper-F. Bartholomew = 
‘As far as I am concerned this will ie “LONE STAR PIONEER 7 J. Cagney-R. Lane — 
od 5 wer Gla ar ee ee 4/12 | WITHIN THE LAW m | mG | & Musccl-J, King-P. Kelly 63 
ee eee 3/22 | KING OF CHINATOWN M | Par | A. M. Weng-A. Tamiroff 56 
not seek any affiliation with any na- 9/22 LITTLE PRINCESS D 20th S. Temple-A Devine 33 
tional group. It may be wise to work 3/29 MYSTERY WHITE ROOM M U B. Cabet-H. Mack RR 
with the Allied setup in some in- 4/5 ADV. OF JANE ARDEN M ws R. Towne-W. Gargan 58 
stances, but we will have no direct | ________ |_|, — | ‘V HESPERING ENEMIES D a €2 
affiliation with them whatsoever’ |3/24/39 | 3/59 | SERGEANT MADDEN >| mG W, Meerr A, Cortie-®. _ 78 
Leaders of the organization have 4/5 TRIGGER SMITH W | Mone | jack Randall 51 
decided ‘o withheld the buying pool 3/15 | MIDNIGHT Cc Par C. Colbert-D. Ameche 82 
plan wnu. a later date, when their 3/8 MY WIFE’S RELATIVES Cc Rep | J. L. and &. Gleasen 63 
association is operating, and until the 3/8 THE FLYING IRISHMAN B | RKO | D. Corrigan-A. Appleby 3 
; “ : TROUBLE IN SUNDOWN w RKO e 6¢@ 
outcome of the Government's anti- EVERYBODY'S BABY C G. O’Brien-I. Keith 
trust suits ia district court here is 11/30 : 2th J. Preuty-R. Gleasen 61 
Sis . 3/22 THREE SMART GIRLS Mu U D. Durbin-C. Winninger 87 
known. The Department of Justice 3/8 BLACKWELL'S ISLAND D WB J. Garfield-R Zene V7 | 
suits name the Griffith Amus. Co.j| 3/8 LADY AND THE MOB Cc Cel . = : ro 
and four other Griffith firms as hav- 3/31/39 4/19 ROMANCE OF REBWOODS D Cel = Ll igo wl 6 
ing violated the Sherman anti-trust 4/5 SOCIETY LAWYER D M-G Ww Pidgeon-V Bruce-Carriile 77 
act. 3/22 | SUBDEN MONEY C | Par | C. Ruggles-M. Rambeau o 
SILVER ON SAGE w Par | W. Beyd-R. Regere 6s 
3/22 | ALMOST A GENTLEMAN BP | RKO | 3. Ellison-M. Weed 6a 
3/29 | HOUND OF BASKERVILLES M | 26th | @ Green-W. Barrie 78 
4/12 | FAMILY NEXT BOOR UC U H. Herbert-J. Hedges +4 
3/29 _| ON TRIAL ‘my ——__M_|_WE_| M. Lindsay-J. Litel _ sz 
a BROADWAY SERENADE Ma ” ; ill 
4/7/39 Vig | UNDERCOVER AGENT mt | tone | 5 macDensit-L. Ayres 65 
wh a. 3/22 | 'M FROM MISSOURI c Par Bob Burns-G. Geerge 77 
3/15 | LOVE AFFAIR D | BKO | I. Dunne-C. Boyer 87 
3/22 MR. MOTO IN DANGER ISLAND M 20th P. Lorre-J. Hershelt 7e@ 
Williamsport, Pa., May 9. oa Santis Caan HEIGHTS > b 4 M. Oberen-L. Oliver = 
The ‘Lone Ranger’ of the film 414739 ————_ | FIRST OFFENDERS ia. 2 ae de Havitene 
serial rode today into a possible /14/ 4/5 THE KID FROM TEXAS w M-G D. O’Keefe-F. Rice-R. Johnsen 7 
court test disputing his right to the 4/19 | DRUMMOND’s SECT PoLIce om | MOB? | Jackie Cooper = 
title. Lee Powell, film cowboy, has 3/3 | NEVER SAY DIE © | See | ot tee tee Ort to 
‘ : 4/5 | THEY MADE HER SPY BD | RKO — a 67 
been directed in a Federal court / THE NIGHT BJ DEBS w S. Eilers-A. Lane 
order to show cause why he should 4/5 ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL D Rep J. Wayne-K. Regers = 
not be restrained from using the title 4/5 WOMEN IN THE WIN” M pa D. Ameche-L. Young-Fenda 
in a circus performance with Bar- THY HARDYS RIDE SIGH © |e |  Franels-W. Gargan 
nett Bros. Circus showing in this 4/21/39 4/19 WANTED BY SCOTLAND YARD M M-G M. Reoney-I.. Stone-F. Heiden ad 
section, BACKDOOR HEAVE ‘Mone J. Stevenson-B. Lynne 
4/12 oa f D| Par | w MacMahon 81 
The order was obtained by counsel 5/10 FIXER DUGAN Cc RKO - Ford-A. 68 
representing Lone Ranger, Inc., 4/12 | FRONTIER PONY EXPRESS Wiis Rep > ie Een, Hatton 53 
which contends it created the radio 4/5 | WINNER TAKES ALL C | 2eth | & martin.G. Stunt $1 
program character nationally since aie” HOENLEIGH D | 20th | G warker-A. Sim-H. Williams 
ae was BIG TOWN CZAR 4 UA | ©. Hardy-H. Langden-B, Burke | 71 
Attorney for the plaintiff says the 3/15 | BARK VICTORY D v B. Maclane-E. Sultivan 61 
‘Lone Ranger’ is a ‘mythical’ char- | ——— __ @KLAMOMA TRAIL w Ws B. Davis-G. Brent 163 
acter, hero of millions of young | 4/28/39 CALLING DE. KILDARE D Cel C. Starrett-1. Meredith 
radio listeners in the United States. 5/10 | BOYS’ REFORMATORY p | M-G L. Ayres-L. Barrymere 86 
‘They believe in the-radio voice of 4/12 | LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY Bp | Mone | Frankie Darre ) 62 
the Ranger just like they believe in 5/3 BLUE MONTANA SKSES w Par G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert 15 
Santa Claus. Powell's appearance 4/5 | VERNON AND IRENE CASTLE pD | Bep | G. Autry-8. Burnette 56 
with a circus disillusions them.’ 5/10 | THE ROOKIE CoP M ee F. Astaire-G. Rogers 90 
The atto said er 4/28 | BETORN OF CISCO KID D . | &. Holt-J. Shaw-V. Weidier 6e 
see Eo Mime ere pe FOR LOVE OR MONEY p | th | W. Baxter-L. Bart 70 
Inc., gave Republic Pictures the right 1/25 | CAN'T GET AWAY WITH M’DER M U J. Lang-R. Kent 67 
to make films centering around aj}. _ OUTSIDE THESE WALLS x ws H. Begart-G. Paige-B. Halep 15 
Powell was selected to play the role. 5/3 UNION PACIFIC D M-G M. Ley-R. Tayler-J. Alles 80 
The complaint asked $250,000 dam- THREE TEXAS STEERS w Par B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 13% 
ages and contended more _ than CHASING DANGER cD Rep Three Mesquiteers 
$1,000,000 had been spent in exploit- 4/19 | CODE OF THE STREETS D = i. Foster-L. Bari-W. Vernon 
ing the title for commercial pur- 5/3_ | CONFESSIONS OF NAZISPY D/| oO, = } gore —— 72 
poses. Federal Judge Albert W./5/1@/39 | 4/26 | BLAND ALLEY D |—ca | = eet 168 
Johnson set May 15 for a hearing. . TELL NO TALES 2 | ase | 2 eee 68 
Pood St. Ge foe tm DOWN WYOMING TRAIL “ M. Douglas-L. Platt 
come gpg P SOME LIXE IT HOT Mone | Tex Ritter 
serial of ‘Ranger’ and is one of sev- 5/10 PANAMA LADY S Par B. Hepe-S. Ress-G. Krupa 63 
eral actors who have played the 5/10 | SORORITY HOUSE c | BKO | L. Ball-A. Lane 
part. None of them have ever been RO RKO | A. Shirley-J. Ellise 6e 
: : 5/10 SE OF WASHINGTON SQ. D 
identified and WXYZ consistently TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR Cc 20th | T. Power-A. Faye-A. Jelson 90 
plays down all performers. In the 5/19 39 aan IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD cD WB G. Farrell-B, MacLane i 
case of ‘Ranger’ the character wears | 9/ 44, WOLF CALL p | M-G | C, Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee 
a mask at all times and it is deemed 5/10 | HOTEL IMPERIAL p | Mono | Mevita-J. Carrelt 
essential to suppress the personality RACKETEERS OF RANGE Ww | cot, | & Mendes. ieee 78 
angle entirely. 4/12 | MAN OF CONQUEST p| ge + ty ~-* pee 
Barnett circus is a fair-sized truck BOY FRIEND c 20th J wihon a Whelan H 
outfit. Powell has been enteri h THEY ASKED FOR IT cD y ee eens ad 
ring on a white horse and shouting SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER Cc Col BR. Arien-M. Marsh-R. Hudson 
‘Hi Yo Silver,’ the standard theme- ———|~-ONLY ANGELS WE | M. Wilson-J. Davis 
line of the copyrighted program. 5/26/39 BRIDAL SUITE HAVE WINGS ce Col J. Arthur-C. Grant a Re 
Radio interests want to force cir-|"’ ~ ’ UNMARRIED cp | M-G | Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke 
eus and Powell to desist and with STOLEN LIFE D Par B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 
that to establish its property rights THE DOVE D —- E. Bergner-W. La~ son 
in controlling the right to billing. THE GORILLA | Se | mae. 
Major Bowes has often complained SUN NEVER SETS D u ay be wet gg 
of actors booking themselves on the CODE OF SECRET SERVICE M | wB | R. Reagan-R. Towne 
strength of previous association. 5/10 | CAPTAIN FURY D VA B. Aherne-V. MeLagien 91 
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HOTEL IMPERIAL 


(Continued from page 14) 





small Gallacian town which changes 
hands continually in 1917 between 
the Austrians and the Russians. Miss 
Miranda, arriving in the village to 


the roundup of the hoodlums who 
framed them. Even the film’s criti- 
cism of reformatory methods is rou- 
tine and anemic. Also, the picture is 
peppered with holes of illogic and 
implausibility. 


| 





hooks. fire catapults, halberds, 
hatchets, cutlasses, cannon, and 
swordplay aplenty for those who like 
a stirring tale of adventure. 

Picture is set in unusual locales, 
reminiscent cf the rocky grandeur 
of the Sicilian coast, and wisely 
chosen to contribute rugged flavor to 
a pirate epic. Settings are huge and 
ornate throughout. Handling of all 
phases of technical production work 
are a credit to the director’s staff. 








avenge the death of her sister, takes 
the latter’s place as chambermaid in | 
the hostelry. When the Russians oc- | 
cupy the town again, she is given a} 
tumble by the Russian commander. | 
Intrigue within the hotel develops | 
when Miss Miranda discovers an| 
Austrian army officer, Ray Millana, 
hiding in a room. Then follows an 
immediate infatuation; disclosure and 
death of her sister’s betrayer; escape 
of Milland through the lines to save 
his army from a rout; and clinch of 
the couple when the Austrians recap- 
ture the town. 

As presented, picture never seems 
¢o detail whether or not it is a seri- 
ous or farcical presentation of the 
situation. Supporting cast is nicely 
set up, but members are handieapped 
by the material and direction pro- 
vided. Reginald Owen, as the Rus- 
sian general, is presented as more of 
a musical comedy caricature than as 
a serious leader of the army bent on 
victory. 

Picture shows plenty of production 
values in sets and component depart- 
ments, with William Mellor’s pho- 
tography above par. 

One song, ‘There’s Something 
Magic Saying Nitchevo,’ is sung by 
Miss Miranda in banquet sequence, 
with the Don Cossack chorus assist- 
ing. Tune is nicely put over by Miss 
Miranda. 


THE ROOKIE COP 


Hollywood, May 4. 


RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 
Features ‘Vim Holt, Virginia Weidler, 
Janet Shaw. Directed by David Howard. 
Screenplay by Morion Grant and* Jo Pa- 
gano. Story by Guy K. Austin and Earl 
Johnson; camera, Harry Wild; editor, 
Frederic Knudtson. Previewed at Capi- 
tol, Glendale, May 3, '39 Running time: 
60 MINS. 


RNY 6546 6349340N0S 4000064004000 Tim Holt 
eN 65-464350 5000555405084 Virginia Weidler 
SHORTT 6 00.66006000660600060060608 Janet Shaw 
GAN... ccs cceccccesceees Frank M. Thomas 
Commissioner....... Robert Emmett Keane 
er eres eee 
WOMMIOD 6k 8 cucctccecsedcchenden Don Brodie 
— phhehd<s606Sn00 sendwaneess Ralf Harolde 

Flin 600.406020600600060000808 Muriel Evans 
MOOD isseccctdescceevestacie The Wonder Dog 





Lightweight and light budgeted 
dog drama which will suffice as filler 
material in the secondaries and for 
bookings at kid matinees. Combo of 
vim Holt and Virginia Weidler in 
most prominent spots will satisfy the 
juve trade. 

Story is of familiar pattern, full 
ef illogical situations inserted for 
dramatic convenience. Tim Holt is a 
tookie cop with Ace, his trained 

Olice dog, carried conveniently in 

is car on various assignments. Com- 
missioner puts ban on the dog as 
Holt’s companion while on duty, 
with story then swinging through 
series of holdups and robberies that 
upset the department, but which al- 
lows Holt and his dog to eventually 
round up the gang. 

Script utilizes regulation stock sit- 
ee of the cops-and-robbers for- 

ula, with the dog assisting Holt in 
routine tricks of trailing, scenting 
and jumping the gangsters at the 
proper dramatic moments. 

Holt is okay as the young cop, 
while young Miss Weidier delivers 
several cute kid sequences as the 
admiring youngster who wants to be 
@ junior G woman. Supporting cast 
is adequate, and David Howard’s di- 
rection is standard considering ma- 


;are merely 





terial and budget provided. 


BOYS’ REFORMATORY 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
= Features Frankie Darro, Grant 
‘ithers. Directed by Howard Bretherton, 
goresapiag by Ray Trampe and Wellyn 
otman, frog original by Ray Trampe and 
Norman 8. Hall; camera, Harry Newman; 
t Central, N. Y., May 6, °39, dual bill. 
unning time, 62 MINS, 


DOM 2.kdbensi esceceess+-Frankie Darro 
we, GRE. + c208600es eseee+-Grant Withers 
EE pecsbabpeeensadeusss David Durand 

PING Sec cccccecececceces Warren McCollum 





BUS cccccccccosccccccosccs Ammere Hill, Jr. 
UNE -66440000800.4644500464 Bob McClung 
a eee George Offerman, Jr. 
BOD. 660050 466e00s eee Frank Coghlan, Jr. 
PE MOD. isc bb becdcetnteven Ben Welden 
Se A OR 6.5.8 04.6540.464408 Lillian Elliot 


Low budget juve-crime meller is 
strictly a dualler and only so-so at 
that. Has a mimeograph story with- 
out climactic punch or love interest, 
doesn’t develop character or atmos- 
ae, and it’s shy on name value. 

imited to spot lower-billing. 

Obvious yarn deals with the or- 
phan lad who supports his foster- 
mother and weakling foster-brother, 
takes a rap for the latter te save the 
old gal’s faith in her son, and finally 
breaks out of the jug to bring about 


———— 
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Two brothers are accused of be- 
aying the Spanish war in Flanders. | 
Despite their innocence, their ac- | 
cuser comes into power and con- | 
demns them to death. They escape, | 
swearing to avenge their honor and | 
bring the guilty Governor to book. 
One of the brothers is captured and | 
hanged, but the cther turns Black | 
Pirate and becomes the scourge of | 
the seas. In a sea battle they cap- | 
ture a fair lady, traveling incognito. | 
Ciro Verrati as the corsair Nero | 
falls in love with her, but abandons | 
her to a cruel fate in mid-ocean | 
when he finds she is the daughter of 
his persecutor. 


His opportunity for final settling | 
of accounts arrives and the pirates | 


Frankie Darro is unable to rescue | ¢, 
the leading part from cardboard 
heroism, while Grant Withers’ doc- 
tor role doesn’t offer real acting 
scope. Frank Coghlan, Jr., gives a 
credible representation of the well- 
intentioned but spineless foster- 
brother. Ben Weldon grimaces as 
the chief gangster, while the others 
adequate. Direction, 
photogging and production are pass- 
able for second-rate product. Hobe. 


A GIRL MUST LIVE 


(British-Made) 

(WITH SONGS) 
London, April 29. ; 
Twentieth-Fox release of "Gainsborough attack the Governor in his castle | 
production. Features Margaret Lockwood, stronghold. Result is a complete | 
Renee Houston, Lili Palmer. Directed by rout, with the Gov fleeing on horse- 
Carol Reed. Screenplay, Frank Launder, iin | 
from story by Emery Ronett; camera, Jack back to rocky promotorys, Verrati a } 


Cox. At Century, London. Running time, pursuit. 
89 MINS. 





with sword and dagger ensues with 


Leslie James...ccceccees Margaret Lockwod the pirate leader victor. | 

Gloria Lind.. ° eseeeee Renee Houston Vv ti i tall 4 dedi 2d 

Rese: DPOVIBE:. cise geseecsececas Lilli Palmer erratl 1s a ta an ashing Ppl- | ‘ hi i Ctacmin® 

Horace Blount syhhipccaerieboris George Robey cafe tut in seldom stewed t6 un- | that while styled a ‘license’ the con- | 
Sarl of Pangborough...... {ugh Sinclair : - viene i 
Hugo Parkinson.......+...Naunton Wayne bend from a re, eeenense See 

FOO Gold... ccccccvocevccoesecess David Burns } Purpose. He is agoom personified, 

Mrs. Wallis......seeeess-+++...Mary Clare| implacable in his hatred, but just. 

PPO eT Tee Tor ce Kathleen Harrison In his cut-throat band of followers | 

BRL . PUURNSGG 06 v6 6iees ca0adss Helen Haye 





is pic . hia cig tve he had rescued from a dire fate. She | 
age Bi Ra ag Ph oo joins his we = sy pe — | 
Ong yong lag «se PR ‘© | of the fighting throughout, as staunch | 
ate oe ChaRhees See Tes ey Ee and valiant as any of them. Nerio} 


. A ‘ov- | 
Two gold-digging chorines try to Bernardi as the treacherous Gov 


. Soe -|ernor, Guido Celano as pirate Mor- | 
east ota sees maa yo be gan, Ada Biagini as the blonde hero- | 
plantation. He’s ultimately won by | ime, and several others have fat roles | 
a demure little member of the danc- | 224 make the most of them. é 
ing contingent. For English-speaking fans, tedious | 

Renee Houston is splendid as the| stretches of dialog wiil lessen their 
lying, grasping little chorine; it's one| interest in the film. Its 95 minutes 
of her best performances on the| and could profitably be cut to speed 
screen, Lilli Palmer is good as the} up these passages. | 
other vamp, but Margaret Lockwood 
seems a trifle wooden in the hero- | 
ine’s role. 


io do except wander in and out-of | Coper-Bartholomew Pic, 
clutches as the peer, while George " ; ° 
‘Victory’ Rolling at U 








Robey aimlessly plays a ‘hot sport.’ 
Naunton Wayne doesn’t seem quite 


at ease as a blackmailer. There are | 





excellent character studies by Mary 
Clare, as a _ theatrical landlady; Hollywood, May ®. 
Kathleen Harrison, a slavey, and by ‘Bright Victory,’ first of the pic- 
Muriel Aked and Martita Hunt.| tures to be made by Jackie Cooper 
David Burns is his usual breezy self|andg Freddie Bartholomew, rolled 
as the producer of the dance troupe. yesterday (Monday) at Universal, 
Clem. with Joseph Santley directing. 


erate. yar ‘Flying Cadets,’ starring Cooper, 
IL CORSARO NERO 


was postponed until the completion 
(‘The Black Pirate’) 


of ‘Victory.’ 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 

Esperia release of Artisti Associati pro- 
duction, Features Circo Verrati, Silvana 
Jachino, Ada Biagini, Directed by Amleto 
Palmeri. Story and adaptation by Emilio Hollywood, May 9. 
Salgari; technical director, V, Falanga; ” 
camera, Vaclav Vich; music, Alessandro Coronado Pictures turned ye Be 
Cicognini. At Cine Roma, N.Y., week May ive of ‘Singing Cow Gir ° 
5, ‘39 Running time, 95 MINS, negative 0: ging , 

Grand National, which has four films 








‘Cow Girl’ for GN 





Nero cece evcccccccccesccsece. Ciro Verrati 

SONGAR. cctccccccecs eeesee-Silvana Jachino to sell now. 

Wan Goad: .c0000IIIIUNGo"wernarai | Others are ‘Exile Express,’ “Pana- 
Wan Siiller.......... seeeee-Cesco Baseggio|ma Patrol’ and ‘Six-Gun Rhythm, 
CAPMORW ciccccccee ecccecs «-Cheeco Durante 

|. ee seseeees-«-Guido Celano 

Di Ventimiglia..... eoeeeee Piero Carnabucci 

Freres seuseeenaeears C. Conti TO THE HORSES, MEN 
Rabouillon ...... Cotocectses Olinto Cristina ; 

Dea Gamara..... «oeee-Maestro De Sanctis Hollywood, May 9. 
L’/Olonese ..... eecccececcess- Eugento Duse A. 
T/imbonitore ...ceeeeee0-+... Romolo Costa |. Oo. Henry’s characters started rid 
Il Marinaio.......csseeeed Alfredo Martinelli|ing again yesterday (Monday) at 





Lone Pine when Harry Sherman 


(In Italian; no English titles) rolled ‘Double Dyed Deceiver’ for 


_This product of the Italian Luce Paramount release. Bi 
cinema organization is a grandiose Picture features Tito Guizar, Mex- 
sea spectacle employing hundreds of ican sinaer . 
actors and produced on a magnifi- | *©#" S!neer. 
cent “—. There is om , — 
sweep to the romantic tale of re- — 
venge and piracy in Caribbean Loew’s Take Czech ‘Crisis’ 
waters. Production has elements of} «cricis’ feature documentary pro- 
strong dramatic appeal to natives of ma P : 
the Latin tongue. Its appeal for this duction covering the Czechoslova 
country, however, is necessarily lim- | kian situation in Central Europe, has 
ited because of that drawback, there | been booked by Loew’s circuit in 
being no English explanatory titles. |New York. It is showing in the 
Director Almeto Palermi employs | Warner houses in Pennsylvania and 
a broad brush in portrayal of yarn. | Delaware. 


Brians ‘photographed, scenes of | Herbert Kling, indie American pro 
ous hand-to-hand fights with war |@ucer, made the footage while in 


implements used in the 16th Century | Europe several months ago. Picture 
are here—grappling and boarding | is narrated by Lief Erickson. 


Advance Production Chart 
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A hand-to-hand struggle | 


is a maiden, Silvana Jachino, whom | 


| 





Alexander Dumas; photographed by Robert Planck. Cast: Louis Hayward, 
Joan Bennett, Warren William, Joseph Schildkraut, Alan Hale, Miles | 
Mander, Bert Roach, Marian Martin, William Royle, Montagu Love. 


‘CAPTAIN FURY,’ produced and directed by Hal Roach; original screen | 
play by Jack Jevne, Grover Jones, and William de Mille; photographed by | 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Brian Ahearne, Victor McLaglen, June Lang, Paul 
Lukas, George Zucco, John Carradine, John Warburton, Claud Allister, 
Will Stanton; Gibbons Gowland, Charles Middleton, Virginia Field, Luns- 
den Hare, Margaret Roach, Eddie Brian, Nichols Sussanin, Leonard Willey. 


UA Pix Now in Production 


‘MUSIC SCHOOL,’ formerly titled ‘ANGELS MAKING MUSIC,’ drama | 
with music; produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by Archie Mayo; no | 
writing credits released; photographed by Greeg Toland. Cast: Jascha | 
Heifetz, Joel McCrea, Walter Brennan, Margot Stevenson, Gene Reynolds, | 
Tommy Kelly, Porter Hall. 


‘WINTER CARNIVAL,’ romantic drama; produced by Walter Wanger; | 
directed by Charles Riesner; original screen play by Budd Schulberg, 
Morris Rapf and Lester Cole; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: | 
Ann Sheridan, Richard Carlson, Helen Parrish, Robert Armstrong, James , 
Corner, Joan Brodell, Marsha Hunt, Robert Allen. | 








La. Exhibs Protest 1% Tax Rap: 
Amus. Levy Irks Alberta Owners 


Baton Rouge, La. May 9. tract entered into between exhibi- 
The question of whether fees paid|tors and distributors or producers 
by motion picture exhibitors to pro-| was in reality a lease on tangible 
ducers and distributors are subject! personal property. Referring to U. S. 
to taxation under the lease and|Supreme Court decisions on some- 
rental provisions of the Louisiana} what similar cases, Blanche said that 
Public Welfare act was argued here | in his opinion they did not apply, 
Friday (5) for the fist time before} but ‘in event the court decides they 
any state court. |do have some bearing on this case, 
Gibbons Burk of New Orleans, rep-| I'd like to call the court’s attention 
resenting 11 major exhibiting com-|to Judge Sibley’s recent opinion in 
panies of the state, contended before| the Fifth U. S. Circuit Court of 
Federal Judge Charles Holcombe! Appeals in which he says that in 
that exhibitors were granted aj|these times we must be guided by 
‘limited license to exhibit the films| ‘principle rather than precedent’.’ 
under the copyright law of the) Companies suing for immunity to 
United States’ and did not rent or) the tax, which amounts to $50 to $150 
lease the ‘tangible personal property’| 4 month each, are Canal Realty & 
as defined under the welfare act's} tmprovement Corp., United Thea- 
tax provisions. The case was taken | tre, Corp., Dixie Theatres, Capitol 
under advisement on briefs to be | Theatres, Saenger Theatre Corp, 
filed. Saenger-Ehrlich Enterprises, Singer- 
Fred Blanche, attorney for the | New Orleans Corp.. Southern Amuse. 
state collector of revenue, against | «, Inc.. DeSoto Theatres, Inc., and 


whom the suits were brought, argued I st. Landry Theatres, Inc. 





Canadian Exhibs Teo 

TITLE CHANGES Calgary, May 9. 
Hollywood, May 9. It was proposed to petition the 
‘Secret Enemy’ latest tag for | Provincial Government of Alberta to 
‘Enemy Agent’ at Warners. withdraw the amusement tax at a 
‘Bridal Suite’ is release title for| meeting of the independent theatre 
Maiden Voyage’ at Metro. | owners of the province held here this 
‘Stand Up | and Sing | week. Realizing that, in the present 
‘Mickey, the Kid’ at Republic. ‘ state of provincial finances, such a 
Paramount switched from ‘Home . j ; idered 
Work’ to ‘Night Work.’ proposal would not be considered, 
‘In Old Caliente’ final handle for} the theatremen offered to accept a 
‘The Road to El Dorado’ at Republic.| substantial increase in theatre lh- 
. O. S. Tidal Wave’ is final tag | censes to equal the average amount of 

for ‘Tidal Wave’ at Republic. ; tax receipts. 

RKO switched from ‘60 Glorious| No delegates from the larger cities 
Years’ to ‘Queen of Destiny” attended and it is understood this re- 
‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ is official title quest is to apply to small towns and 
of the RKO picture tentatively villages in this territory. Passing of 


Ramee: "Sant Saver an act by the Alberta legislature last 

. month to compel theatres to issue & 

Weavers Saw Again combined tax and admission ticket 

Hollywood, May 9. may have inspired the proposal, In- 

Republic signed Weaver Bros. and | dependent theatre owners claim that 

Elviry for the leads in an untitled | local dance halls paying no tax and 

hillbilly sequel to ‘Down in Arkan- | sports events are proving formidable 
saw.’ opposition. i 

Dorrell and Stuart McGowan are| New act awaits order-in-council to 

doing the story. Zo into effect. 
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car” MUSIC HALL 
“ONLY ANGELS 
HAVE WINGS" 


Spectacular Stage Productions | 


we Soe 


in FERSONM 


AND HIS PENNSYLVAMIANS 
LATE FEATURE 
TONITE 1 A. M. 

























Starts Thurs. 





















In Persona 
= wes 
BEN BERNIE FTE h Av. & 60th St. 
In Person Mike RILEY a “ROSE OF 
On Screen and Orch, 
“LET FREEDOM On Screen 
RING” “MIDNIGHT” 





ROXY "suite" 


ALL e TO 
SEATS 1 PM. 





—On the Stage— 
New Stage Show 











Myrna LOY 
Robert TAYLOR p,csaws 








y Street HELD OVER 


in “tucry WHT” "|| "WUTHERING 


“YOUNG DR. KILDARE” 


Lew Ayres Lionel Barrymore HEIGHTS" 
|| UNITED RIVOLI Broadway 
|| ARTISTS at 49th St. 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. WIDNITE SHOWS 


PARAMOUNT.«cxc 


CECIL B. DeMILLE’S 


“UNION PACIFIC” 


Starring BARBARA STANWYCK 
And JOEL MeCREA 
IN PERSON 


RICHARD HIMBER and Band 
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IA-Writer Breakdown 








(Continued from page 5) 





able consideration of the problems 
we attempted to solve.’ 


Following a special meeting of the | 


SWG executive board, Brackett for- 
warded a reply to Silverberg in 
which the producers were accused of 
irying to foster a company union 
contract on the Guild. Brackett’s let- 
ter follows: 

‘In reply to your letter of May 3, 


may I call your attention to the fol-| internal strife in court. The IATSE | 


lowing points: 
‘When informed of the earlier con- 
ferences between the producers and 


bership drew up a list of basic points 
without which our members felt that 
any contract between them and the 
producers would be impossible. 
‘You will recall that the bargain- 
ing committee told you of these de- | 
mands at the conference of March | 
28, making clear that they were the 
membership’s minimum demands, 
‘Among them was an insistence on | 
a short term contract. When you re- 
fused to give us a contract for fewer | 
than seven years, we hoped (both 
you and the bargaining committee) 
that a contract providing for periodic 
arbitrations might be found to satisfy 


sentatives designated by the mem- 
bers. 


IATSE international 


junder an emergency declared by 
George E. Browne, 
but are enjoined from even com- 





and Local 37 has been set for May 
22, but in the meantime strenuous 
efforts are being made to reach an 
agreement without having to air the 


claims it is ready to restore local 


| autonomy to union any time the or- 


— | ganization will divest itself of sub- 
the bargaining committee, our mem- versive groups that have been agi- 


tating against the leadership. 

Kibre Twice Sprung From Jail 
Jeff Kibre, leader of the autonomy 
group, went to jail last week rather | 
than pay a $50 fine for contempt of | 
court in publishing a throwaway dur- 


representa- | 
tives are now in charge of the local | 


municating with the members. Trial | 
|of the issues between the IATSE| 


r@an 


| editors is created for top assistants. 
| Their pay will be hiked from $1.10 
'an hour to $70 week for 54 hours and 
| $14 per day for those employed on 
'a daily basis. 

' Pay of senior apprentices is hiked 
from 50c an hour to 70 and 80c, de- 
pending upon seniority. Editors and 
assistants also will receive straight 
time for preview time away from 
studios, 

New officers for Motion Picture 
Relief Fund will be elected June 27. 
The nominating committee is com- 
posed of Walter Wanger, Mary Mc- 
Call, Jr., Lucille Gleason, William 
Seiter, Frances Goodrich, Ewell D. 
Moore, 

Producers have approved new 
working agreement with the Ameri- 
Society of Cinematographers, 
but company heads are withholding 
signatures until they can determine 
whether the IATSE is serious in its 
demand for jurisdiction over all em- 
ployes of photographic departments. 
The new pact provides for 10-hour 
rest period for lensers between calls. 


Sereen Publicists Guild has re- 


IATSE prexy, | 


ing recent trial. He was immediately | newed negotiations with a commit- 
sprung on a writ of habeas corpus,}tee of major studio managers. SPG 
but the writ was recalled the next| is demanding minimum of $50 week 


| day 
| Moore stated he had discovered he} 


when Superior Judge Minor | 


was Without authority to issue such 
a writ. Kibre could not be located, | 
but surrendered the next day and | 
Was sprung again on a habeas corpus | 
writ, this time from District Court. ' 





your objections to a short term con- 
tract and quiet our fear of a long 
one. 


Predicted Ultimate Failure 


‘For about a month we labored the 
point and you convinced us that you 
had made your maximum conces- 
sions. Let me remind you that we, 
of the bargaining committee, repeat- 
edly predicted that these minor con- | 
cessions would never meet with the, 
approval of the executive board and 
the membership. 

‘True to this prediction, when the 
results of our negotiations were re- 
ported to the board, it felt that they 
did not in any way achieve what our 
members had asked and that the 
month of intensive conferences had 
proven us irreconciliably apart. 

‘In the opinion of the board, there 
has been no change in the attitude 
of the producers toward the Guild. 
The best you have offered us is a 
company union contract and the his- 
tory of our labor relations in the 
past is such: that we cannot ask our 
members to surrender their freedom 
of action for seven years in return 
for such a contract.’ 

The contract offered by the pro- 
ducers called for 80% Guild shop 
effective third year, with 70% the 
first year and 75% the second year. 
Agreement was to run seven years 
and contract writers were prohibited 
from working during lay off period. 
Writers had demanded immediate 
80% Guild shop, agreement of not 
more than three and half years, and 
right of the: writer to material pro- 
duced during layoff periods, 

The producers are expected to op- 
pose reopening of the NLRB hearing 
on the grounds that the SWG has 


The second (6) arrest order was on 
suspicion of criminal syndicalism. 
These incidents are understood to 
have widened the breach between 
the IA and No. 37. 

Local 37 has also forced the Inter- 
national to post $40,000 bond to guar- 
antee $56,000 in funds collected from 
the membership. Approximately 
$100,000 in funds belonging to Local 
37 is now tied up by court action. 

IATSE is reported ready to con- 
cede demand of Local 37 that Harold 
V. Smith, Coast head of IA, be taken 
out of the picture. 


Kibre Would Step Down 


Kibre in the following wire to 
John F. Gatelee and Frank Stickling, 
IA_ international representatives, 
offered to resign if autonomy is im- 
mediately restored to Local 37: 

‘I have been accused of being the 
stumbling block in the way of an 
immediate restoration of autonomy 
to Local 37. Since the welfare of 
thousands of studio technicians whose 
wages are now. reduced to WPA 
levels is more important than any 
individuals, and since immediate ac- 
tion is demanded to turn the energy 
of the IA towards collective bargain- 
ing, I am making the following pro- 
posals: 

‘I will hand in at once my resigna- 
tion from the IATSE, the acceptance 
of the resignation to be based upon 
the results of a trial of myself by 
the members of Local 37, in accord- 
ance with the constitution and by- 
laws. The offer is made on the fol- 
lowing conditions. 

‘That autonomy be immediately 
restored to Local 37. That Harold 
V. Smith and Lew C. G. Blix also 
present their resignation to be con- 





twice broken off negotiations. They 
also will claim that the unfair labor 
practice complaint was eliminated 
when the producers recognized the 
SWG as the exclusive bargaining 
representative for all film writers 
and agreed to cancel their present 
contract with the Screen Play- 
wrights, Inc. as soon as the SWG 
agreement was inked. 

In the meantime the Screen Play- 
wrights are continuing to arbitrate 
disputes over screen play credits. 
The SP has just handed down a de- 
cision awarding sole credit for screen 
play for Columbia’s ‘Good Girls Go 
to Paris Too’ to Gladys Lehman and 
Ken Englund. Protests filed by Isa- 
bel Dawn and Boyce de Gaw were 
tossed out. The arbitration commit- 
tee held the latter two had not con- 
tributed sufficient script to be en- 
titled to joint screen play credit. 

Protests are now being considered 
on Warners’ The Old ‘Maid,’ and 
Paramount's ‘The Star Maker.’ The 
writers involved include Casey 
Robinson, Virginia Van Upp, Wanda 
Tuchock, Lewis Meltzer, Daniel Tara- 
dash, Sarah Y. Mason, Victor Her- 
man, Frank Butler, Don Hartman, 
Arthur Caesar. SP arbitration com- 
mittee awarded Miss Mason, Heer- 
man, Meltzer and Taradash joint 
credits; studio originally only cred- 
ited the latter two. 

Pay Tilts Stalled 

IATSE leaders insist that auton- 
omy fight is holding up negotiations 
with producers that would be cer- 
tain to result in pay hikes for elec- 


tricians, property men, grips, labor- | 


ers, technicians, and perhaps paint- 
ers, teamsters, carpenters, etc. They 
claim that producers will not resume 
negotiations until muddle in Local 37 
is ironed out and bargaining repre- 


ditional upon the results of a trial 
in accordance with the constitution 
and by-laws. That Willie Bioff and 


for beginners and $150 week for 
senior fliacks, The studios have 
classified the men according to the 
importance of their work assign- 
ments and will insist that minimum 
salaries be fixed for each division. 


| Want Code In 











(Continued from page 3) 





asks, is any exhibitor going to want 
a 1938-39 contract instead? 

While Allied of N. Y. assumes no 
attitude at all directly on the code, 
leaving it up to its membership, the 
organization reflects a desire to step 
forward in any constructive way 
that it can, according to Cohen, and 
is behind an honest plea for regu- 
lation from within. 

He does not believe there is any 

necessity for incorporating arbitra- 
tion into the contract or for agree- 
ment on it, because if an exhibitor 
has a dispute with a distributor, he 
can ask that it be conciliated. His 
contention, however, is that arbitra- 
tion will have to be elastic and, not 
seeing eye-to-eye with some leaders 
who are making many recommenda- 
tions and demands, says he will be 
satisfied if the distributors will just 
be sincere about the whole trade 
practices situation. 
- ‘All the contracts, codes and agree- 
ments in the world mean nothing 
unless the distributor behind them 
is sincere,’ is the way N. Y. Allied’s 
head sums it up. 

Rodgers, spokesman for the distrib- 
utor committee on trade practices, is 
regarded in exhibitor circles gener- 
ally as championing the cause of self- 
regulation with more determination 
than the industry has ever known in 
the past, and is conscientiously at- 
tempting to foster an arbitration sys- 
tem that will be entirely fair. 


Suggestions Wanted 
He is accepting all suggestions and 











the international officers involved in 
the charges before the National 
Labor Relations Board answer these 
charges by affidavit. Offer was 
promptly nixed by Gatelee and 
Stickling, who declined to enter into 
any negotiations with Kibre. 

Superior Judge Emmet Wilson 
tossed out of court injunction se- 
cured by three extras to restrain 
the Screen Actors Guild from order- 
ing a new election to fill 17 vacancies 
on the Council. Special meeting of 
the SAG board of directors last 
night (Mon.) adopted resolution or- 
dering election be conducted by mail 
ballot. 

Ed Heim, minority leader on the 
council, Eddie Aquilina and Paul F. 
Cook signed the complaint. They 
claimed the SAG board of directors 
was without authority to declare 
void the election held on April 16 
and requested that the board be in- 
structed to seat the 17 high candi- 
dates, 





because the meeting was not at- 
tended by a quorum of 20% of the 
Class B membership as required by 
the by-laws of the SAG. Only 887 
votes were cast out of a membership 
of approximately 7,000. 
Film Eds Okay Scale 

Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors has approved new wage 
agreement with major film com- 
panies, Contract calls for time and 
half for all workers employed on an 
hourly basis. Time and half agree- 
ment is retroactive to Oct. 24, which 
will give Society members approxi- 
mately $30,000 in differential pay. 

A new classification of recording 








The election was declared illegal | 


recommendations for consideration 
and is keeping distributor attorneys 
busy going over them for legality, 
workability, etc. Some proposals 
that have already been made will 
come up for discussion with distrib- 
utors and lawyers at the meeting 
Redgers hopes to schedule before the 
end of the week, maybe tomorrow 
(Thurs.) or Friday (12). Neil F. 
Agnew (Par) and Abe Montague 
(Col), members of the distrib com- 
mittee, are out of town, but unless 
other factors cause a postponement, 
Rodgers will hold the meeting any- 
way. 

Concerning arbitration, Rodgers 
| points out that every care is being 
‘exercised in setting up arbitration se 
| that it will have balance and not be 
|one-sided in any way for either the 
| distributors or the exhibitors. He 
| believes that while awards cannot be 
|forced in a few states there will be 
/no difficulty in using a feasible arbi- 
tration system in them for the settle- 
ment of controversies that otherwise 
|might require other action. 
| The Intermountain Theatres Assn. 
|of Utah, which rejected the final 
draft of the trade practices agree- 
ment without indicating why, is go- 
|ing to call a meeting for the purpose 
'of providing the specific reasons, 
Rodgers revealed. He asked John 
Rugar, president of Intermountain, 
|for the reasons. On getting them, the 
| distrib committee may be able to 
|iron out the difficulties. 
| There have been no other complete 
| rejections of the code, although AlI- 
lied States Assn., a national exhib 
body, has refused to either accept or 
| reject the code; in effect doing the 
latter by taking no action. _ 
| Allied Independent Theatre Own- 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Almost complete washout for Chatham Phenix Allied Corp.—investment 





| trust created originally by Chatham Phenix Bank, and later added to the 


Floyd Odlum financial empire—in playing with General Theatres Equip- 
ment paper. Congress learned in a Securities & Exchange Commission 
report that out of $1,125,000 sunk in G.T.E., the trust wound up with a 
$1,056,050 loss. Discussing Chatham Phenix Allied operations, the S.E.C. 
noted the trust acquired 30,000 shares of the bankrupt company’s stock 
and a note for $1,375,000 from Harley Clarke, the Chicago promoter, which 
bore endorsement of Electrical Research Products, and which later was 
liquidated. 

Bank affiliate originally agreed to put up half of $5,000,000 which ERPI 
was scheduled to loan Clark. Instead of going ahead on this basis, it 
grabbed the shares at $1,125,000 which turned out in the end to be worth 
a mere $68,950. 





Group at a private screening of ‘The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle’ 
at the Toronto exchange of RKO included Major Jimmie Suydam and Capt. 
F. H. Reid, both of whom cut the lifeless body of Vernon Castle from his 
wrecked plane after he crashed at Fort Worth 21 years ago. Reid later 
handled the dead flier’s estate. 

Former Royal Air Force comrades of Castle claimed the film authen- 
tically captures the spirit of the Castles and the times—but pointed out a 
few inaccuracies: (a) Irene Castle wasn’t at Fort Worth when the crash 
occurred, (b) Canadian flying cadets never appeared on any New York 
stage, (c) Irene Castle was never in Europe during her husband's service 
in France, but was in Cuba, (d) there was no inspection on when the crash 
occurred, (e) Castle’s plane did not nose-dive. Reid and Suydam, who are 
now in business in Toronto, recalled that Vernon Castle’s neck was broken 
but that his body was hardly marked. The student-flier was unhurt. 





Newsreels used the visit of the Nicuaraguan president and his party to 
Washington last week as a dress rehearsal for the coming visit of England's 
king and queen to this country next June. Camera stands were spotted 
in strategic locations just as they will be when Great Britain's royalty 
visits. Representatives of the five newsreel companies went from New 
York to line up details. The British king and queen land in Quebec, 
May 15. 

At the same time, Claude Collins, in charge of newsreels for the N.Y. 
World’s Fair, was mapping out arrangements for coverage when the royal 
party visits the expo shortly after their Washington call. England's king 
and queen will go almost immediately to Hyde Park for a brief stay with 
President Roosevelt after inspecting the Fair. 





Frank E. Woods, who died May 1 in Hollywood, was described by North 
Carolinian Thomas Dixon as ‘one of the great scenario writers of the 
world.’ Woods and Dixon collaborated in the screen version of Dixon's 
‘The Clansman,’ which was produced by D. W. Griffith as ‘The Birth of a 
Nation.’ 

‘Mr. Woods was the man who selected my book as the subject of an epic 
film,’ said Dixon, who now is clerk of Federal District Court at Raleigh. 
‘It was through him that the film was projected.’ ‘The Birth of a Nation,’ 
said Dixon, grossed approximately $16,000,000, 





The $50-a-week cashier for Doubleday, Doran & Co., Joseph Carbone, 
who is being sought by police on charges of having looted the publishing 
firm of $100,000 or more, included a theatre acquisition among his invest- 
ments. Recently he closed a deal to take over the Pelham, at Pelham, 
N. Y., putting up $5,000 to cinch control of the independently-operated 
house. 

It will no doubt revert to its former owners, with the $5,000 put up 
toward purchase among the coin considered recoverable for Doubleday, 
Doran. 





For the Latin-American market, Warners’ ‘Juarez’ will be released 
simultaneously in Mexico, South and Central America, Spain and other 
Spanish-speaking countries with superimposed titles in Spanish. 

About 50 prints are being made up for this purpose, the largest num- 
ber of prints going to the Argentine, with Mexico next. 





Publicity boys are doing a burn over the snooty attitude of a foreign 
actress now playing leads in B pictures, the best roles she ever had. Flacks 
gave her breaks a few months ago because she was out of work and could 
not even pay her Guild dues. Now, with every new part, the high hat 
grows higher, with a corresponding decrease in her publicity lineage. 





New directorial system is being tried out on ‘The Women’ at Metro. Joe 
Newman, shorts pilot, is aiding George Cukor by directing rehearsals and 
plotting camera setups a week ahead of the actual shooting. Newman's 
job is to fix positions of players in every scene and work out problems of 
business and dialog. So far, according to the production office, the sys- 
tem is paying dividends in time saving. 





Russell Moon, now in a Veteran’s hospital in Arizona and bed-ridden, has 
turned his hand to writing and has submitted his initial story for publica- 
tion. Suffering from arthritis, he was recently moved from N. Y, to 
Arizona. 


— 





ers of Iowa and Nebraska, headed by 
Leo F. Wolcott, has just taken a sim- 
ilar stance by neither accepting nor 
rejecting the code. This local unit 
covering two states is not a member 
of the parent Allied States Assn., 
however, and the Rodgers committee 
may be able to induce it to at least 
indicate its reasons for the present 
cold shoulder. 


In Mpls., All the Indies 
Will Discuss the Code 


Minneapolis, May 9. 

When Allied States holds its na- 
tional convention here June 13-15, it 
is planned to obtain a comprehensive 
independent exhibitors’ expression 
of opinion relative to adoption or 
rejection of the proposed industry 
code, and whether independent the- 
atre owners should lend their sup- 
port to the Neely anti-block booking 
bill and other legislation intended to 
eliminate allegedly unfair trade 
practices. 

A blanket invitation to attend the 
convention has been extended to pro- 
ducing and distributing company 
executives, as well‘as all independent 
exhibitors regardless of whether or 
not they are affiliated with Allied 
or any other organization. As a re- 
sult it is hoped that there will be a 
complete threshing out of all pres- 
ent industry differences and a final 
binding decision on the course of ac- 
tion henceforth to be pursued. 








W. A. Steffes, convention chairman, 





states that the entire distributor 
trade pact committee, including 
Chairman William F. Rodgers, will 
be present. Ed. Kuykendall, presi- 
dent of MPTOA, rival organization 
to Allied States, also has announced 
he’ll be on hand. 


The open forum, featuring the con- 
vention, will be a discussion from 
the floor in which everybody present 
will be permitted to participate. It 
will consist of arguments as to 
whether or not the proposed new 
cede should be ratified or rejected 
and whether independent exhibitors’ 
organizations should abandon efforts 
to obtain ‘legislative relief’ and, in- 
stead, seek to settle problems within 
the industry—preferably at round- 
table conferences. After the forum 
a vote will be taken to determine 





Neb.-Ia. on the Code 


Omaha, May 9. 

Members of the Nebraska and 
Western Iowa MPTO will probably 
gather late this month to discuss the 
proposed trade pact, Charles E. Wil- 
liams, president stated here today. 
Williams has contacted members of 
group’s board to determine whether 
a general gathering or regional ses- 
sions will be held. 

He has just recently returned from 
Washington, where he attended 
hearings on the Neely bill and per- 
sonally expressed ‘alarm for the 
small exhibitor if the Neely bill goes 
through.” If a general meeting is 
held: it will probably be in Omaha. 
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CHICAGO IN 
PRODUCTION 
- SPURT 


Chicago, May 9. 

NBC program production in Chi- 
cago has been lately stepped up ap- 
preciably, particularly as it applies 
to evening shows. Addition of three 
Brown & Williamson stanzas has had 
much to do with the latter develop- 
ment. With the addition of the B. & 
W. stanzas there are at present eight 
half-hour and one full-hour evening 
commercials originating from Chi- 
cago. 

On the daytime commercial end the 
weekly clearance is 115 quarter-hour 
periods and a half-hour program. 
As far as sustainers are concerned 
the local quota is 52 quarter-hours 
and 10 half-hours during the day 
and nine 60-minute, four half-hour 
and six 45 minute programs during 
the evening. Summed up, NBC, 
Chicago, is producing 70 hours of 
network shows a week. 


Settle Colgate Operetta 
Ciaim for $500; Marks 
Music Co. Sued Colgate 


Suit of the Edward B. Marks 
Music Corp. against Colgate-Palm- 
olive-Peet, Benton & Bowles and 
CBS over the unauthorized broad- 
east of an operetta, ‘A Waltz Dream,’ 
was discontinued in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court Monday (8) after the case 
had been settled for $500. Broad- 
east took place on Jan. 25, 1936, 
while Palmolive was running its 
‘Beauty Box’ series. 

Agency had obtained a _ grand 
right license for a ‘Waltz Dream’ 
operetta, but as it later developed 
the license didn’t cover the score 
broadcast. Operetta involved in the 
litigation was composed by Joseph 
Herbert. A. Walter Sokolow was 
Marks’ counsel in the case, 


BIG GUEST NAMES FOR 
LEVER TUESDAY FROLIC 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan is shooting the 
Lever Bros. bankroll to lure to its 
Tuesday Night Party the cream of 
town’s guest talent. Set for May 16 
is Jack Benny, with other top names 
to follow. 

Hugh Wedlock and Howard Sny- 
der, former scripters for Benny, are 
pounding out the gags for the Dick 
Powell soap show. 




















Gov. Lehman Approves 
Radio Libel Statute 


Albany, May 9. 

Governor Lehman has signed the 
Coudert-Moffat bill extending to ra- 
dio libel and slander protection on 
‘fair true report of judicial legisla- 
tive, public and official proceedings.’ 

Networks and others favored this 
first official recognition of radio as 
of equal status with press. 


Winchell Renewed 


By telephone from Cincinnati, last 
week, Jergens renewed Walter Win- 
chell as its radio commentator for 
another year. 

Same $5,000 a week for 15 min- 
utes. 


Doris Rhodes on Upbeat 


Doris Rhodes has been signatured 
for another year by CBS as staff 
chanteuse. Muzak, Inc., last week 














Up on the Bounce 





Hollywood, May 9. 
Two KNX guides, Bud Larkin 
and John Ryder, did such a good 
job of selling Columbia’s plant 
to rubbernecks on tour that they 
—_ been promoted to the sales 
staff. 





Rush In Show 
To Protect 
Phone Stunt 


Lewis-Howe Co,, maker of Tums, 
has advanced the starting date of its 
Horace Heidt program on the NBC 


Different 








Approach Veers 
Away from General Cri- 
ticism of Juve Program 
as’ Inciting to Crime — 
Instead, the Present Type Pp & a Se ial 
of Kid Entertainment is|4 * ° i 

Being Called Inferior and 
Squandered Opportunities 





FICTION AS EXAMPLE 





EAKING UP ON THE KIDS 


—== 











Good Business Man 





CRITICS OF RADIO | Sots én 
TAKE WEW TACK 


who is currently in Hollywood 
to make a picture, gave J. Wal- 
ter Thompson a start when he 
quoted his price for a broadcast. 
He asked $4,000. Agency has 
been paying the amount only for 
top film names. 

Fyffe said that he would do 
but one broadcast while in this 
country and that the solo shot 
would have to bring him $4,000. 








On CBS Repeats 
‘Later on NBC 


red (WEAF) link to June 3 for fear 
that some other account might get in 
ahead of it with the same money 
giveaway idea. Tums, which will 
make the Wheel of Fortune stunt the 
main feature of the broadcasts, had 
originally figured to debut the series 
in the early fall. 

After several revolutions of the 
wheel a telephone subscriber in some 
city gets a call from the studio noti- 
fying him he has just been picked 
for a gift of $100. The thing sim- 
mers down from state to town to a 
designated page in a telephone book 
and finally to a numbered line on 
that page. 

Legalites have given it as their 
opinion that this stunt does not fall 
within the purview of the lottery 
laws since there are no obligations 
attached to the receiver of the 
money. 





‘The old attitude on children’s 
programs was to criticize some of 
them, or all of them, as injurious to 
the child. We now believe this was 
an unwise approach to the problem. 
We weakened our case by talking 
about the evils because, quite 
frankly, most people thought we 
were exaggerating. In consequence 
we were merely considered fussy 


harmless pleasures of other people.’ 
The above statement, loosely rend- 


shows who are now veering away 
from the extreme view that children 


arson by what they hear over the 
air. New attack is not that the typi- 
cal programs do any specific harm, 
but that they consume time and 
money to disseminate inferior enter- 
tainment and thereby’ constitute 


and impractical intruders into the | 


ered, sums up the expressed thought | 
of some of the critics of radio kid | 





Procter & Gamble is buying time 
on the NBC red (WEAF) network 
to repeat some of its Columbia day- 
time serials. The first one set is 
‘Life Can Be Beautiful,’ which cur- 
rently clears over CBS at 1:15 p.m. 
EDST. The time on the red for the 
repeat broadcast, starting July 3, 
will be 5:15 p.m. EDST. 

When P & G had its business 
mostly on NBC it used the red and 
the blue (WJZ) links for the same 
serials, running them on one in the 
morning and repeating over the 
other in the afternoon. With a serial 








are influenced toward burglary and | 


allied with both NBC and Columbia 
| the soap and by-products manu- 
| facturer will be able to book the 
| show on certain preferred Coast sta- 
| tions which are on the NBC list, 
| CBS had barred the use of tran- 
scribed versions on such NBC 


| 


‘Guess Who?’ Guessing When 


Philip Morris may soon substitute 
another program for ‘Guess Who?’| churchmen, 
currently on Mutual. 
several weeks. 





submit another quiz or a dance band. 


squandered opportunities. 

Educators, librarians, clubwomen, | 
parent-teacher and} 
It's been on! similar persons, who think in what 
they call ‘social terms,’ feel that the the New York Journal American, 
Milton Biow, agency on the ac-/; question is better stated in positive | makes another personal appearance 
count, hasn’t decided whether to/ terms of what could be rather than /at Loew’s State, N.Y., week of June 8. 
(Continued on page 27) ' 


affiliates. 


Dinty Doyle Encores 


Dinty Doyle, radio columnist on 


He was there last November. 





CRITICISM OF KID SHOWS 





Controversy over children’s radio programs, 
never quite ceasing despite steps taken in the 
past to end the worst aspects of cliffhanger- 
ism, seems imperceptibly to be crystalizing 
along new lines. At least it is now somewhat 
clearer what the clubwomen, Parent-Teacher 
and civic groups have in mind. The latter have 
often been vague and confused in some of their 
attacks. The charge that radio shows created 
‘moral delinquency’ was and is substantially 
phoney organizational melodrama in complaint 
of phoney radio melodrama. It now appears 
that each side has forced the other to re-evalu- 
ate. Out of the discussions, verbal and printed, 
several salients are emerging. 

Critics of the more sensible kind realize that 
they may play into Government operation 
hands and this might be a calamity for the very 
democratic ends now sought. But coupled to 
this sympathetic tendency to be pro-industry 
in the lineup against Government operation 
there is a growing resentment against the net- 
works’ ‘buck passing.’ It is particularly re- 
sented as snide and cheap for the networks to 
answer criticisms of existing shows by saying, 
‘Very well, tell us what to substitute—if it’s 
commercial, we're for it.’ This is not, say the 
fault-finders, the responsibility of criticism, 
nor an answer to it. The responsibility, they 
aver, is with the networks. 





There has been a counter-propaganda against 
the critics. It has, of necessity, been largely 
private but nonetheless pointed and significant. 
Like many extreme utterances from the de- 
nouncers of radio programs, the defenders of 





booked her for another series of 
transcriptions. 

Deal is on for her to appear in the 
next Rodgers and Hart show, cur- 
rently untitled. 





_ Bob Reinhart, the magician, audi- 
tioned by NBC’s television depart- 
ment this week. 


| complete laissez faire in children’s broadcast- 


ing may be out of tune with the country a! 
large. 





‘Whatd’ya mean kid programs?’, is the re- 





sponse of some of these persons. ‘When the 


kids are out playing in the streets the grown- 


ups are in at the radio listening to Dick Tracy 
and Little Orphan Annie and Jack Armstrong, 
the all-American boy.’ 


This sidelight on the ‘children’s hour’ is 
passed off as a realistic, if cynical, commentary 
on the I.Q. of the masses. The claim is made 
therewith that the parents concur with their 
offspring in addiction to the flapdoodle melo- 
drama and that, on occasion, programs that are 
too unreal and phoney for the kids go down 
with the adults, 

This reasoning sums up: 

‘Why criticize radio programs for being 
tawdry, puerile and silly? Why don’t the club- 
women pick on the daily newspaper cartoon 


MILLER TAPE 
TAKES DISC 
PLANT 


Miller Broadcasting System, Inc., 
which started out to promote the 
tape method of recording, has taken 
over the studios and equipment of 
Jean V. Grombach and Advertisers 
Recording Service, Inc., for the mak- 
ing of wax and acetate recordings. 
James A. Miller has been elected 
president of the ARS; George R. 
Smith, treasurer, and D. L. Provost, 
commercial manager. 

Officers of the Miller setup are 
Miller, C. M. Finney, of the North 
American Co., utilities combine, v.p. 
and treasurer, and E. B. McCutche- 
son, secretary. David D. Chrisman 
is commercial manager. The direc- 
tors are S. H. Diebold, head of Sterl- 
ing Products, Frank Hummert, head 
of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Lin- 
coln Epworth, Finney, Miller, Hun- 
ter S. Marston, George H. Smith and 
Jacques Vinmont. 


James Melton Set For 
Ford Series; Insert 
From Detroit Expected 





James Melton will do a 15-week 
series on the Sunday CBS show 
for Ford. Begins June 11, with 
Josef Pasternack’s orchestra. Show 
will probably also have occasional 
femme guest warblers. Melton one- 
shots tomorrow night (Thursday) 
over NBC blue on a special program 
from the New York World's Fair, 
guests Sunday (14) on the Magic 
Key program, and May 25 with 
Andre Kostelanetz for Ethyl gas. 

Tenor will appear in ‘Manon, 
‘Mignon,’ ‘Lucia, ‘Traviata’ and 
‘Madam Butterfly’ this summer at 
the Cincinnati opera, shuttling be- 
tween there and Detroit for the Ford 
radio stint. 

A new twist will be added. 
There'll be a ‘Rouge Plant Reporter’ 
inserted in the middle. This will be 
a spieler who gathers human interest 
stuff at the Ford industrial empire 
outside Detroit. 

Will be informal in style. 


ED SCHEUING GOES 
BKPT.; OWES $13,784 


Edwin W. Scheuing, salesman for 
WMCA Artists Bureau, Inc., filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
the N. Y. federal court Thursday (4), 
listing no assets and liabilities of 
$13,784. 
| Among some of his creditors are 
| the State of N. Y. for back taxes, 
| $2,573; Meyer Davis, $1,300 money 
_ loaned; Decca Records, $75, for re- 











strips which are far more devastating to the Comdings made; and the late Con 


mental fibre of the nation. 


ree "| 
Millions of adults | jiabitities are hotel bills, doctors’ 


Conrad, $871, monies loaned. Other 


carry over an infantile devotion to the comic fees, a British law firm for fees, 
cuts which, in the main, are badly drawn, badly ; radiomen, etc. 


plotted, out of touch with life and calculated to 
fix low mental horizons.’ 

The criticism against radio programs for 
children is now (see separate story) taking a 
positive rather than a negative aspect. 
of saying this or that show is bad for kids, the, 
new tack is that kids shows in general are 
‘missed opportunities’ to help develop a better | 
bunch of brains and a higher national L.Q. than | 
heretofore. This puts the whole question on | 
a higher plane. 





The strength of ‘social criticism’ of radio 
must be that it is absolutely and demonstrably 
sincere and not mere selfish career-seeking. 
Second, that radio is too important and vital to 
be beyond the proper concern of those inter- 
ested in society at large and the education of | 
youngsters in particular. One thing is fairly 
certain: kids shows cannot indefinitely be con- 
sidered simply as a fifth ace in the game of sell- | 
ing trade-marked foodstufis. ' 





| by Conrad Nagel. 
| 





Nagei’s Summer Stint 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Summer show of subbers for Fib- 





Instead | ber McGee and Molly will be emceed 


Alec Templeton 

and Edna Odell were previously set. 
Fibber and Molly take their turn 

on the Screen Guild show May 28. 





*‘Tovarich’ on Lux 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Miriam Hopkins and William Pow- 
ell set for May 15 Lux broadcast. 
They'll do “Tovarich.’ 


ALTON COOK’S OPERATION 


Alton Cook, radio editor of the 





| N. Y. World-Telegram, is recovering 


from an appendix operation per- 
formed upon him at the Lenox Hill 
hospital, N. Y., last Thursday (4). 

Maxine Cook, of the staff and no 
relation, started pinchhitting for him 
Monday (8). 











ne? 
































26 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, May 10, 1939 





| 





OVER-SIZE CALL LETTERS KILL PUBLICITY 


STILLS; CALL ADMEN BUM PRESS AGENTS 





Radio Editors Gratuitously Footnote Questionnaires 


Sent ‘Variety’s’ Radio Directory—Still Complain ‘enguitea cath 


of Failure to Provide Program Corrections 


- 





— 7 


Radio editors of newspapers 
around the country do not think 
much of radio press agentry. This 
conclusion is derived from footnotes 
added voluntarily—and unasked—by 
editors filling in questionnaires con- 
cerning themselves and their papers | 
for the benefit of the VARIETY ae | 
Directory (Vol. III in preparation). | 





Fresno Now Basic Red 





KMJ, Fresno, owned and operated 
by the McClatchy newspapers, be- 
comes a member of the Pacific basic 


red network this Monday (15). KMJ | 


was formerly an optional station 
available to advertisers on either the 





| EVERYTHING WRONG 





Mishaps 

‘The Engulfed Cathedral,’ last 
| Saturday night’s (6) edition of Arch 
| Oboler’s plays series over NBC red, 
ran into a nightmare «. mishaps. 
| First of all, NBC’s regular studio 
‘organ was being used for the repeat 
‘Dick Tracy’ broadcast, so the organ 
at the Paramount theatre, N. Y., had 
to be piped in and co-ordinated with 
| tae Hammond organ in the studio. 
| . Secondly, Ann Shepherd, ingenue 


The fact that the information repre-|;eq or blue as part of the Mc-/| on the program, was sudden’y called 


sents an overflow of strongly felt 
sentiment makes it doubly illuminat- 
ing. 

Radio editors dislike most of all 
advertising agency. press agents. 
Their output is called sloppy-over- 
written, meandering and showing a 
shocking lack of familiarity with a 
newspaperman’s attitude and eval- 
uation of news. There is a wide- 
spread feeling that the agencies think 
who they are will justify their re- 
leases no matter how carelessly 
turned out. There is also a suspicion 
that the publicity is regarded as a 
routine gesture of appeasement to the 
client, but not as something that 
gets real attention. 

Biggest trouble of the _ radio 
publicity system is its failure to 
recognize that a radio editor, except 
on the larger of papers, is generally 
also either a reporter, a copy-reader, 
or even a linotype setter. Hence his 
time is limited—even more so since 
the cuts in radio stuff have thrown 
many bona fide radio editors into the 
unemployed class—and he cannot 
wade through miles of publicity. 
Short, snappy items do not seem to 
be in the nature of the press agent. 

A large share of the western edi- 
tors complain that material from the 
east gets there so late that it is use- 
less. 

Others still complain that the net- 
works and stations fai] to send cor- 
rections (due to program cast 
changes) in time, whereupon the edi- 
tor takes the rap for printing the 
wrong cast, list of songs, etc. 

NBC is taken to task for putting 
the captions of its pictures on the 
back of the glossy prints. Hence, 
when the editor sends his prints to 
the engraver, his captions are apt to 
be lost. 

Slicker Stuff 


Numerous complaints about CBS 
cuts and mats were voiced. All of 
them said that CBS’s call letters 
were painted in over-size and that 
the managing editor squawked, and 
sometimes doused all CBS pictures 
entirely. F 

CBS got panning from one editor 
in Tulsa who said that he used to 
run a full Sunday page until CBS 
forgot to send material. Result: the 
page was killed. It will be started 
again as soon as CBS cooperates, 





The battle of microphones in pic- 
tures—i.e., the increasing size for 
display of call letters—is a threat to 
the continued use of pix in several 
papers. 

More and more editors want the 
titles of songs to be played on pro- 
grams. 

Gossip is still a good item for get- 
ting into columns. A lot of radio 
editors want it. But there are the 
same old complaints about too much 
phoney stuff which never happens. 

Straight news and items for ‘best 
bets’ listings are in biggest demand. 

There is an incipient interest in 
television publicity. 


ALLEN ANTHONY OF KWK 
OUT-OF-TOWNING MARS 


St. Louis, May 9. 

Allen Anthony, chief announcer at 
KWK, will commute between St. 
Louis and Chicago to m.c. Mars 
Candy’s ‘Dr. I. Q.’ show during the 
five weeks it’s slated to clear over 
WENR. He will also do three weeks 
for the same account in either Min- 
neapolis or Kansas City. 

Allen got the nod for the, out-of- 
town assignment after the show had 
originated from the Fox theatre, St. 
Louis, for five weeks and the Grant 
Advertising Agency, which handles 
the account, preferred him to the 
Chicago announcers auditioned. 











Ray Buffam took leave of writing 
chores for Ruthrauff & Ryan to do 


Clatchy group. 

Remaining options stations in the 
McClatchy package are KFBK, Sac- 
ramento; KERN, Bakersfield, and 
KWG, Stockton. 





Northwest Lawyer Assails 


Failure of FCC Examiner 
To Provide Questions 


Seattle, May 9. 


John W. Kendall, attorney for Lee 
E. Mudgett, KREO, Everett, stirred 
up no little excitement during a 
Federal Communications Commission 
hearing last week when he assailed 
the examiner for failing to provide 
his client with copies of questions 
sent out to commission witnesses. 
John B. Cunningham, representing 
the commish, said he had no author- 
ity to grant such request and that 
the commission itself would have to 
rule on the motion. 


Quizzing had to do with some 
stock transactions involving the sta- 
tion, and the bid by another group 
for a station franchise in the same 
area, Kendall charged that the anti- 
Mudgettites were sniping at him un- 
fairly and that they were dragging 
in matters that were not pertinent 
to the issue of renewing Mudgett’s 
license, 


WLW COPS 6 OF 20 
EDUCATIONAL HONORS 


Cincinnati, May 9. 

WLW, Cincinnati copped six of the 
20 awards and honorable mentions 
handed out in Columbus to educa- 
tional programs last week by Ohio 
State University which holds an an- 
nual spring huddle on the subject. 
In the primary school division 
WLW’s ‘Once Upon a Time’ and 
‘Backyard Adventures’ took both 
prizes. In the somewhat older divi- 
sion ‘I Like Music’ took honorable 
mention. There was a first for gen- 
eral type educational and two of the 
four firsts in the high school age 
division went to WLW. NBC and 
CBS got one each. 

Meanwhile Joseph Reis, WLW’s 
educational director, has gone to 
New York to headquarter for the 
summer at the Crosley pavilian at 
the World’s Fair. 











by the Group Theatre to replace 
| Sylvia Sidney, who was ill and for 
| whom she was understudy in ‘The 
Gentle People.’ Miss Shepherd had 
t' skip part of the last rehearsals to 
make the curtain at the Belasco the- 
atre, hustled back to the studio at 
10 o'clock during her offstage period 
in the third act, and then tore back 
at 10:30 for the final scene at the 
theatre. She missec her first few 
lines of the broadcast, but Adelaide 
| Klein, who was playing the mother, 
doubled in both parts for that por- 
tion. Those were the only major 
ccmplications, 

After the program Oboler picked 
up a billfold containing $3, a cigar- 
ette case, a pair of gloves, a book, a 
set of keys, a pocket comb, a foun- 
tain pen and the secretary’s report 
of a woman’s club meeting, all ->ft 
behind by the nerve-shattered cast. 


JANE COWL 
MAY AIR OWN 
SCRIPT 


Jane Cowl has written a radio se- 
rial in which she may star. It’s a 
backstage yarn about a famous ac- 
tress named Jane Carroll, and said 
to be based on actual incidents in the 
author’s own life. Piece is tabbed 
‘Curtain Time,’ and is in 30-minute 
stanzas. NBC has recorded the first 
installment and is offering it to ad- 
vertisers. If there are no immediate 
takers the network may air the se- 
ries sustaining, beginning this sum- 
mer or fall. 

Series is the actress’s first writing 
effort in radio, but she has collabo- 
rated on several plays. 


Uncle Don at Expo 


WOR, Newark, last week closed an 
agreement to broadcast the Uncle 
Don program daily from the New 
Jersey exhibit at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair. New Jersey furnished the 
studio space and WOR the technical 
facilities. 

Special events will also originate 
from the spot. 

















edral’ a Nightmare of 





Diplomatic 


Double Talk 


By BOB LANDRY 





Young & Rubicam. 


Encirclement—General Foods hemmed in by Benton & Bowles and 


Entente Cordiale—General Mills-Socony. 


European Theme Song—‘I Love 


Curt Note—‘Cease and desist.’ 





a Parade.’ 


Economic Penetration—Part of the Procter & Gamble account. 


(Signed) Federal Trade Commission. 


Bomb Shelter—20, or better, in'C, A. B. 
Democracy—Sponsor and account executive after fifth drink. 
Staff Talks—‘Listen, Joe, I've lined up a couple of ingenues Ss 











‘Clipping Bureau o 
Perry Bill as Ba 


f Air’ Condemns 
d Way to Good Goal 





Billy Gilbert With Riggs 


A guester with the Tommy Riggs- 
Quaker Oats show this Saturday (13) 
will force Billy Gilbert to fly back 
to the Coast. He’s due for a Univer- 
sal film assignment around the 15th. 
He and his straight, Harry Lang, 
closed last night at the Broadway 
Paramount after two weeks, and had 
to turn down other stage personals 
because of film commitments. 

Lang returns to the Coast by train 
ahead of the comedian. 








Bar Radio as Nicaraguan 


President Is Welcomed; 
Eye-Witness Stuff Nixed 


Washington, May 9. 

Unusual instance of Federal cen- 
sorship last week limited radio cov- 
erage of the visit paid President 
Roosevelt by the Nicaraguan presi- 
dent. 

Besides unequalled military and 
police precautions, Government ban 
blocked an eye-witness account of 
the greeting of the two chief execu- 
tives when they shook hands at the 
Iccal railroad terminal Friday morn- 
ing (5). Little satisfaction could be 
obtained by inquirers, who were told 
haughtily the State Department dis- 
liked the idea and the Secret Ser- 
vice, responsible for the President’s 
safety, felt the same way. 


NBC GOT EX-KING’S 
SPEECH EXCLUSIVE 


Duke of Windsor’s talk from Ver- 
dun, France, Monday afternoon (5 
p. m., New York) was exclusive to 
NBC, An innocuous spiel, it derived 
most of its importance from the 
British display of prejudice against 
their ex-king. 

Windsor has been a_ personal 
friend for years of Fred Bate, BBC’s 
London representative. 














Helen Jepson on Lasky Show 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Helen Jepson will show Jesse 
Lasky’s discoveries on ‘Gateway to 
Hollywood’ program May 21 how to 
tonsil around those upper registers. 
Dick Powell draws the guest call 





following week. 





Washington, May 9. 

Because of the mountain of un- 
decided cases, the FCC plans to call 
off hearings for a six-week period 
this summer, in marked contrast to 
usual procedure. Drastic move is to 
get abreast of the work already on 
hand. 


Brief announcement Saturday (6) 
said there will be no _ testimony 
taken between July 15 and Sept. 5, 
eacept in unusual cases on direct in- 
structions from the Commish. The 
*‘me will be used to tackle pending 
business, which includes, in addi- 
tion to a host of broadcast applica- 
tions, the matter of new rules and al- 
location policies, the long-delayed 
report on the telephone investiga- 
tion, and the chain-monopoly in- 
quiry. Various other items are on 
th» menu, including possible hear- 





tome on AI Jolson. 


ings on television standards, 


and; unusual demands on 





hearings on modification of the rule 
restricting rebroadcasts. 

The examiner-type hearings, now 
held before members of the law de- 
partment who preside in the capac- 
ity of master or referee, will be con- 
tinued as usual, but the announce- 
ment means cases which must be 
presented to the commission as a 
whole or a committee of the seven- 
man board will be delayed until 
after Labor Day. 

In past years the Commish by 
tacit agreement has _ suspended 
everything except the most pressing 
business during August, although 
there have been many instances 
where sessions for testimony-taking 
have been held. This is the first 
time the regulators have declared 
anything resembling a formal recess 
of this character. 

For nearly a year, routine admin- 
istrative work has been upset by ‘the 
time of the 





FCC Will Matus July 15 to Sept. 5 
In Move To Catch Up With Docket 


members. Last June the three-man 
committee named to weigh WLW’s 
renewal application and on rules and 
policy changes spent a full month 
hearing testimony. Since last No- 
vember, a majority has been tied 
up—at least theoretically—four days 
a week, with rare exceptions, with 
the chain monopoly proceedings. 
Consequently, meetings to discuss 
cases have been fewer than usual 
and a tremendous load of unfinished 
business has accumulated. The dock- 
et congestion has been increased 
since the abolition of the examining 
department and the necessity for in- 
dividual members to make a more 
thorough study of the evidence in 
contested application cases, Object 
is to try and get at these piled-up 
matters so that in the fall a return 
te the schedule of one or two ses- 
sions weekly will be enough to keep 
more or less current with docket 





business, 





In a brief filed Monday (8) with 
the rules committee of the State As- 
sembiy in Albany, Henry Portnow, 
counsel for Audio-Scriptions, assailed 
the pending Perry bill as not only 
raising the civil liberties issue but 
threatening to put off-the-air record- 
ing companies out of business. The 
Perry measure, sponsored by the 
National Association of Performing 
Artists, has already passed the State 
Senate. 

Portnow wrote that he _ didn’t 
question the NAPA’s objective, 
which is the elimination of the ‘ra- 
dio pirate,’ but that he did believe 
that the association was going about 
it in the wrong way. The lawyer 
stated that the most effective way to 
stop the rebroadcasting of programs 
taken off the air without the artists’ 
permission would be to seek the sus- 
pension of such ‘small, unscrupulous 
radio stations.’ 

He described the firm he repre- 
sents as a clipping bureau of the air 
and held that to stop it from record- 
ing significant public events would 
be like prohibiting newspapers from 
reporting a speech delivered at a 
public meeting. He criticized the 
wording of the Perry measure as al- 
together too loose and broad and 
tending to make a crime of a simple 
civil liberty, since the bill does not 
distinguish between professional ra- 
dio artists and others who broadcast 
discussions on public questions. 


HOW ARE YOUR FEET? 


Coward Shoes Vox Pops ’Em in 
Front of Belgium Building 











WMCA, N. Y., starts a ‘Fair In- 
terviews’ program today (10) from 
the New York World Fair sponsored 
by Coward Shoes. Airing 15 mins. 
daily Monday through Friday, pro- 
gram will gather opinions of expo 
visitors on various topics. Skedded 
for 2:30-2:45 p.m. 

Will originate from the Belgium 
Building on Constitution Mall and 
be conducted by Sam Taylor. Sam- 
uel Krivit Agency, N. Y., handled. 


H. Ryan, WSPD, Toledo | 
‘Heads NAB’s 7th District 


Cincinnati, May 9. 

Annual meeting of NAB’s seventh 
district, held Thursday (4) in the 
Netherland Plaza, elected J. Harold 
Ryan, of WSPD, Toledo, as district 
director for a two-year term. He 
succeeds Mark Ethridge of WHAS, 
Louisville, who resigned. Latter re- 
ported that he was suffering from a 
‘radio stomach’ and desires to de- 
vote more attention to his firm’s pub- 
lishing business. 

Neville Miller, NAB prez, presided 
at the powwow. 

Joe Miller, director of labor re- 
lations, and John A. Kennedy, of 
WCHS, Charleston, chairman of the 
legislative committee, reported on 
problems in their lines. Ed Kirby, 
director of the parent org’s public 
relations, also was heard from. 

Powwow was attended by 45 execs 
from 25 stations in Ohio, Kentucky 
and West Virginia. Wound up with 
an elbow-bending session tendered 
by Cincy’s five stations. 


Woollcott DX to England 


Schenectady, N. Y., May 9. 

Alexander Woollcott will do six 
broadcasts this summer for the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation, the 
series originating in Schenectady 
and being shortwaved to England 
via W2XAD, a General Electric 
transmitter. Woollcott will come to 
Schenectady from his home in Ver- 
mont, instead of going to New York. 

Quarter-hour talks will reach Eng- 
land in the evening, American period 
being- 4:05 to 4:20, EDST. First shot 
will be fired July 2. Others will zing 
at week intervals. 
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‘DO NOT CHOOSE TO 


NAB GROUP AMULLS 
RIGID KID CODE 


Washington, May 9. 
Specification for children’s pro- 
grams more drastic and rigid than 
the networks’ self-adopted formulas 
seem certain to be recommended to 





the industry by the NAB program 
code committee. Standards and | 
ethical principles now being whipped 
into shape for mulling at a semi-final | 
meeting tentatively set for around | 
Memorial Day. 

While determined not to recom. | 
mend a code which will contain an 
excessive proportion of thou-shalte | 
nots, the industry group is im-| 
pressed with the steady barrage of | 
complaints from teachers, parents, | 
and civic groups about the type and | 
quality of radio fare dished up for 
kid listeners. Unless strong steps are 
taken, the NAB crew fears the in- 
dustry’s argument that self-regula- 
tion is better than Government cen- 
sorship will fall flat. So the axe 
is being whetted for those features 
for the youngsters which have drawn 
most criticism. 


Box Tops 


A complete ban on the box-top 
technique may be recommended, 
though there is some difference of 
opinion and the sponsor viewpoint 
cannot be disregarded, Broadcasters 
are beginning to wonder whether 
both radio and the advertisers may 
not suffer through parents’ disgust 
at this type of lure. 

The group is virtually agreed to 
lay down a prohibition against any 
direct appeal to kids to eat this mush 
or wear that kind of shoes. Actors 
would be prevented from making 
specific references to the advertised 
product in an attempt to get around 
other limitations and restrictions on | 
the amount and type of copy. 

Worst headache is what to do| 
about the cliff-hanger programs. 
Feeling the kids won’t listen to a lot 
of Fauntleroy entertainment, but 
realizing a line must be drawn, the 
NAB group is sounding out moth- 
ers and fathers in trying to learn 
what programs might be lively 
enough to hold the youngsters’ in- 
terest without causing bad dreams 
and other undesirable reactions. 

From the industry point of view, 
emphasis will be laid on the need 
for better craftsmanship in fabricat- 
ing the kid entertainment. In talks 
with some of the women’s organiza- 
tions, code writers have been re- 
minded of radio’s ability to make 
imaginary situations too realistic. 
Need for better writing is appre- 
ciated by both sides. 


Parents Share Blame 


The industry people have con- 
ceded radio must assume responsibil- 
ity for the effect of programs on 
child listeners, but are pointing out 
in defense that parents have to take 
some of the blame if their offspring 
persist in tuning to entertainment 
not designed for the youthful por- 
tion of the radio audience. The point 
is that during the late afternoon, 
mothers are so busy getting supper 
th.t they can’t maintain close super- 
vision and radio will do its best to 
see that the stuff put on the air at 
that hour is not objectionable; on 
the other hand, the parents should 
co-operate by boosting the good pro- 

rams, encouraging their kids to 
listen to features specially prepared 
fc. them and preventing them from 
sitting up late at night when enter- 
tainment of necessity must be 
f-amed for adult dialers. The tone 
©° the whole program structure can- 
not be brought down to child levels, 
the NAB group insists. 

In tackling some of the other out- 
standing problems, the code framers 
have been discussing both the in- 
dustry and the listener viewpoint 
with representative public groups 
and individuals. Such as at the Ohio 
State University sessions last week 
when educational broadcasting was 
taken up. 


Sidestep Religion? 
General agreement has been 





reached on the question of dis- 
couraging sale of time for contro- 
versial public questions. Sponsored 





dis- 


religious programs may be 
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Springing It on A.F.A. | COUGHLIN ALL SUMMER 


N.A.B. will use the Advertising 
Federation of America conven- 
tion in New York City June 18- 
22 as a sounding board for its 
code. Neville Miller will dis- 
cuss the issues at a luncheon to 
be held by the N.A.B. at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

Other speakers at the Federa- 
tion will include Bruce Barton 
of B.B.D.&O., Don Francisco of 
Lord & Thomas, Elizabeth Ar- 
den, George Sokolsky and Paul 
Garrett of General Motors. 








couraged, although an outright ban | 


is not likely. Code probably will 
condemn use of purchased time for 
general discussions where there 
may be a kick-back. Such a policy 
would mean, for instance, the end 
of the W. J. Cameron talks for Ford 
on political and economic issues as 
well as the Father Coughlin blasts. 
Definitions and interpretations would 
be a headache, it is admitted, but 
with an enforcement agency—which 
seems sure to be recommended—the 
code group feels sure the problem 
can be worked out. 


In framing the standards, the 
NAB crew has come to the realiza- 
tion that all critics cannot be ap- 
peased. Some reform organizations 
appear to be bent on gaining con- 
trol of operations in a way that is 
contrary to the statute and which 
would mean station operators would 
have almost nothing to say about 
their program structures. Likewise 
the advertisers’ interest is being 
wholly overlooked by certain finger- 
pointers. : While the suggestions and 
yowls of these factions are being 
scrutinized,- the industry’s own 
censors are reassuring apprehensive 
colleagues the code won’t be too 
hard. 


Every industry member has been 
promised an ample time to digest 
and discuss the recommended stan- 
dards before the Atlantic City con- 
clave. Code committee is deter- 
mined to have its report in the 
hands of the rank and file a month 
ahead of the convention, although to 
date it has not seen fit to make any 
detailed disclosures of the position it 
has taken on several points of prin- 
cipal interest. 





Budd Hulick, of the ‘Guess Where’ 
program over Mutual, was ill and 
missed last Sunday’s (7) stanza. 
Shirley Booth, featured on the show, 
doubled as m.c. 





| ‘ 
| Will Divide Program in Two Parts 


| —Some Stations Tied Up 





Father Charlies E. Coughlin, re- 
versing his usual custom, will con- 
tinue to broadcast during the sum- 
mer months on a special hookup of 
47 stations. For some weeks the 
Royal Oak (Mich.) priest had been 
asking listeners to inform him 
whether they wished him to stay on 
the air over the summer. Sunday 
(May 7) the announcer stated Father 
| Coughlin would do so. 

Emphasized was the fact that due 
to other commitments, nine of the 
stations could carry 


The phraseology of 
seemed to indicate that Father 
Coughlin would like all the trans- 
mitters to carry the full hour. Be- 
cause nine stations drop the sec- 
ond half, the program is divided into 
two parts, with a musical interlude. 








| Sneaking Up 
\] 





(Continued from page 25) 





in negative terms of why what is 
falls down. That will presumably 
be the new tact. 


Change in Kid Fiction 


Closest point of comparison of 
radio to a practical expression of 
what this coterie has in mind is the 
change in the past decade in chil- 
dren’s fiction. A Brooklyn librarian 


conference on radio programs for 
youngsters. 


It appears that junior book editors 


together with children’s libraries 


potboiler stuff. It is the essence of 
the educational viewpoint that chil- 


claptrap.’ 
tions, wholesome 


of wall-eyed absurdity with atrocious 
style. 

In recent years, book publishing 
for children has brought in w.k. 
writers capable of first-rate profes- 
sional work in other fields. Writers 
in the field of juvenile fiction in- 
clude A. A. Milne, Rachel Field, Dor- 
othy Canfield Fisher, Elizabeth 
Coatsworth, Henry Beston, and 
others of literary standing. 





| Baby Talk 


only the first | 
half hour of the priest’s addresses. | 
announcement ! 


called attention to this at a recent | 


of the publishing houses finally got) 


around the country and took steps to | 
substitute well-read fiction for the! 


dren should not ‘waste their time on | 
Good writing, sane situa- | 
excitement are! 
contrasted with the Nick Carter type | 





Philadelphia, May 9. 

WDAS, here, received a letter 
last Friday requesting that it not 
play ‘Three Little Fishies’ any 
more. 

Mother complained that it has 
taken her years to make her kid 
stop talking baby talk and now 
he hears it on the radio and is 
reverting. 








GEROLD LOUCK LUCKY 


N. W. Ayer Exec Escapes in South 
} African Smash-Up 











Philadelphia, May 9. 
Gerold M. Louck, exec v.p. of N. 
W. Ayer & Son, was the only one 
of eight persons aboard who was not 
injured when a giant Imperial Air- 


ways airliner crashed in Mozam- 
bique Anchorage, Southeast Africa, 
last week. Two members of the 


crew were killed in the accident and 
five other passengers and employees 
were injured. 

Louck took another plane imme- | 
diately for Durban, his destination. | 
|He is in Africa on a business trip, | 
ithe agency recently having made a 
;survey of the possibilities of mer- 
chandising diamonds in this country | 
'for the DeBeers Syndicate, of Lon- 
don, which has its mines near Dur- | 


Fred Hoey on WBZ 


Boston, May 9. 
Fred Hoey, focal point of a high- 
pressure campaign of protest by his 








friends who attempted to get him |The kind of speaker who cannot or 


re-instated on the Yankee Network 
after 12 years of sports broadcasting, 
|has signed: a 13-week contract to 
broadcast a sports roundup series, 
with Howard Johnson (road side 
| stands) as sponsor, over WBZ, Bos- 
ton and WBZA, Springfield. 

Series officially started Monday | 
night (8) at 6:15, but a special ‘wel- | 
come back’ broadcast was aired Sat- | 
urday (6) with representatives of 
the ‘Fred Hoey Boosters,’ sports 
writers and baseball players partici- 
pating. 

Hoey aired a similar series for | 
Yankee Net, besides his play-by-play. | 
Both now handled by Frankie Frisch. | 





Doris Fisher has replaced Jose- | 
phine Huston on ‘Take a Note,’ Mon- 
day night sustainer series over Mu- 
tual. 








Fog of Delay and Uncertainty Clouds 
Whole Question of FCC Reorg Plan 


Washington, May 9. 

Unless Congress sticks on the job 
through mid-summer, prospects for 
consideration of proposals to reor- 
ganize the FCC appear remote this 
session. Despite anxiety to tackle 
the mess which caused President 
Roosevelt to urge drastic changes 
back in January. 

Gossip in trade circles that the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee may launch hearings this 
month appeared unfounded this 
week, with the group still snarled 
in railroad problems and Chairman 
Burton K. Wheeler personally up to 
his neck in a conglomeration of leg- 
islative matters. There is a desire 
to take up the reform proposals of- 
fered by Wheeler and Senator Wal- 
lace H. White, Jr., of Maine, the 
ranking Republican, but the oppor- 
tunity to spend several days listen- 
ing to testimony is still invisible. 
Schedule is so crowded no definite 
arrangements for hearings can be 
made for some time to come. 

While Wheeler promised Chair- 
man Frank R. McNinch he would 
try to obtain action before adjourn- 
ment, the busy Montana Democrat so 
far has failed to make any move for 
committee discussion. He has indi- 
cated he desires to preside person- 
ally over any hearings, rather than 
turn the chore over to a subcommit- 
tee. But his own interests cover such 
a wide range and other matters in 
which he is concerned at the mo- 
ment are so much more pressing 
that he cannot see a breathing spell 





on the horizon for several weeks 
when he might devote his full atten- 
tior. to communications. In addition 
to his work on the Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, Wheeler is deeply 
interested in farm legislation slated 
to be taken up by a subcommittee 
of the Agriculture Committee and 
hopes to run those hearings. The 
railroad legislation currently is re- 
ceiving the most of his thought and 
time. 


On the House side there is even 
less chance that radio hearings will 
be launched ‘his session, although 
a counterpart of the Wheeler bill 


The House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee has 


to the exclusion of everything else 
since the start of the session and still 
has been unable to get a bill in shape 
for debate. There is much less sen- 
timent in the House committee ranks 
for a communications bill, even 
though the FCC has been attacked 
far more sharply at that end of the 
Capitol. 
MeNinch’s Health 


With Chairman McNinch forced to 
desert his office again on account of 
his precarious physical condition, 
political circles heard new rumors he 
will not come back to the FCC. In 
recent days, influential Senate 
leaders are supposed to have seen 
sounded out on the matter of his 
return to the Power Commsision, of 





been | 
weighing railroad problems almost | 





nearly two years ago to clean up the 
FCC. While none would admit hav- 
ing been asked, there was a report at 
the Capitol the overwhelming senti- 
ment was against confirmation of his 
|nomination to the old job. During 


HGH 


| portunity for 





|his absence, the chairmanship is be- 
ing rotated. 
In the near future, the question of 








BADIO ASKS BOTH 
PROS AND CONS 


Large hopes are nursed by the 
broadcast industry in connection 
with the program code due for adop- 
tion this July at the Atlantic City 
convention of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters. It is hoped 
that through united action the sta- 


| tions will not hereafter be placed in 
| such 


invidious predicaments as in 
the past. 

Particularly, the code is expected 
to force controversial broadcasts to 
be made under conditions and cir- 
cumstances guaranteeing equal op- 
rebuttal and taking 
stations off spot It is the absence 
of perfectly-meshed mechanics for 
accomplishing equality of rebuttal 
that has often put the station—the 
innocent bystander—into an unen- 
viable position of seeming to take 
sides. 

As foreseen, the code will probably 
provide that religion be entirely on 
free time and entirely devoted to 
religion. Any deviation into politics, 
or social matters, would end the re- 
ligious status and reclassify the pro- 


| Sram as a public controversial ses- 
| sion that would have to accept a re- 
| sponsibility of fair play and give 


equal opportunity for the contrary 


viewpoints. 
| 


Inviting Both Sides 


Radio has no wish to bar con- 
troversy, but it has every wish to 
escape the odium of one-sidedness. 


will not be fair, or accept the kind 
of analysis of his own conduct or 
remarks he wants to make of others, 
will suffer perhaps under the new 
hope. But that won’t make anybody 
sorry. 

If the laws of libel and slander 
could be generally overhauled, the 


| program code, in combination, could 


preserve free speech without mak- 


|ing the station the victim of intol- 


erable dilemmas arising suddenly 
and demanding quick decisions, 

Part of the trade feels that a short 
code limited to three or four salients 
would be easier to enforce and un- 
derstand than a long, detailed one. 

However, the committee formulat- 
ing the code for the N.A.B. does not 
see how this can be accomplished 
with the necessary clarity. It is 
pointed out that the code, like the 
American constitution, is only law in 
relation to interpretation and appli- 
cation, and that specific written 
clauses must be drawn. 

Clear-Cut Issues 

Many issues all agree, however, 
are: 

1, Controversial public issues—in- 
volving the industry's relationship 
to politicians, propaganda gener- 
ally, churchmen and all those who 
deal in vituperation. 

2. Children’s programs — the 
Achilles heel; that hole in the indus- 
try’s screen that lets the flies in. 

3. Length and nature of advertis- 
ing—the abuses which invite ridi- 
cule and ill will. 

There is a growing feeling that 


the Commission’s continuance be- | the crusading editorializer is doomed 


| yond June 30 must be faced. Due to Stations and networks should not 
|the President’s request for reform | ‘buy a quarrel’ (to borrow a phrase 


‘legislation and disatisfaction with | 


coined by Ed Klauber of CBS), and 


the way things were going, the House | it looks more and more that adver- 
| Appropriations Committee knocked | tisers and agencies have the same 


out the budget request for money for 


idea. ‘Buying a quarrel’ is a funda- 


was introduced three months ago. |the fiscal year 1940 in writing the mental contradiction of the purposes 


| annual Independent Offices appro- | of advertising in this view. Whereas 


yond June 30, as appears inevitable | 
{now, the last of the customary de- | 
ficiency supply bills will not reach 
the floor until the new fiscal year | 


priation bill. If the session runs be-| advertising seeks good will, it is a 


paradox in the name of advertising 
circulation to stir up animosity. 
Controversy must be kept within 
clearly defined limits with absolute 


|has started. There is a possibility of | neutrality by the industry—that is 


a resolution giving the Commish) the clear sense in which the indus- 
authority to spend the amount made ‘try is approaching the preparation 


available for this year, $1,700,000, but 
not allowing additional funds for 
personnel expansion needed to han- 
dle the mounting administrative bur- 
dens. Though the end of the fiscal | 





| and adoption of a code, long or short, 


Bea Wain Offered Solo 


Rockwell General Amusement is 





year now is less than two months Offering Bea Wain for radio separate” 
distant, no thought has been given | from Larry Clinton's orchestra with 


by the House group to the status of whom she got her start. 


Singer will 


the FCC’s exchequer, while Repre- | not be with Clinton when he goes on 


sentative Clifton A. Woodrum, chair- | the 2° 
man of the committee which handles | will 


for Sensation Cigarettes, nor 
: be with the band when it 


both the Independent Offices and de-| goes into the Park Central hotel, 
ficiency appropriations, is eompletely | N. Y., next week (17). 


engaged running the relief investiga- 





which he was chairman until drafted 


tion. 


Replacement vocalist has not been 


i named. 
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UP go the grosses 
as “UNION PACIFIC” 


a gets a-rolling .... 


arsine 


PORN On 


THE CITY THE THEATRE THE GROSS 








Kansas City Newman 180% 
Atlanta Fox 157% 
Sioux City Capitol 143% 
Sioux Falls State 139% 
Detroit Michigan 135% 
Duluth Lyceum 133% 
Des Moines Des Moines 133% 
Birmingham Alabama 133% 
Memphis | Malco 133% 
Worcester Capitol 130% 





. .» and in the 


SECOND WEEK 





Omaha Omaha and 

Paramount 130% 
Los Angeles Paramount. 110% 
Salt Lake City Centre 102% 


“UNION PACIFIC” 


is getting additional playing time at theatres all 





over the country—including The Denham The- 
atre, Denver; Paramount Theatre, Portland, 
Oregon; the Fox, San Francisco. . .transfers 
from Fox to Orpheum for continued record run 
in San Diego; Worth Theatre, Fort Worth; Ma- 
» jestic Theatre, Dallas; Martini Theatre, Galves- 


ton; Criterion Theatre, Oklahoma City. 
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Produced and Directed by Cecil B. DeMille 


n an Adaptation by Jack Cunningham of a Story by Ernest Haycox — 


— 
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Those Midnight Grosses 
Are Still Going UP! 


This big Paramount comedy smash was a natural for the keys 
»..- but now we can tell you it’s a natural for the small town, too, 
Figures pile in every day to prove ‘‘Midnight’’ has what the 
small towns like...and don’t forget John Barrymore and Elaine’s 
front-page news story is helping plenty. 


Bob Bobs UP Everywhere 


Everytime you look at a report from the smaller keys and the 
smaller towns another theatre checks in with a rave for the Bob 
Burns’ laugh hit, ‘I’m From Missouri.’’ ‘‘We're packin’ ’em in, 
Give us more Bob Burns’ pictures,’’ says Mr. Small Town Ex- 
hibitor. “Okay, brother,”’ says Paramount, ‘‘you'll have ‘Our 
Leading Citizen’ before the summer is over, and don’t forget 
‘Casey Jones’ on the Paramount lineup for fall!!!" 


Los Angeies Wakes UP to “Stolen Life” 


We thought we had a BIG ONE when we first glimpsed the 
Elisabeth Bergner picture, ‘‘Stolen Life.’”’ NOW WE KNOW WE 
HAVE A BIG ONE...For we set the picture in the Four Star 
Theatre in Los Angeles...with no fancy buildup...no ballyhoo 
«»--RESULT: The picture opened strong, and more important 
—built daily to weeks’ gross of $6,100 against theatres’ average 
of $3,250. Women were crazy about it...called it best women’s 
Picture of year...We’re giving it a big smash premiere opening 
in New York and then...gentlemen, grab it fast...it’s terrific, 


UP with the Champions.... 


Yes, sir...‘‘The Lady’s from Kentucky’’ is the Johnstown of the 
racing pictures. Exhibitors who confess they didn’t like horses 
till they saw this picture pull ’em in at the gate...are horse 
crazy now...They admit when it comes to fast-stepping pictures 
--.action.,..heart sock...laughs...Paramount sure knows its 
oats... 


UP Come Those Adjectives... . 


We knew the critics would have to dust off their biggest ad- 
jectives for ‘‘Invitation to Happiness.’’ Listen: ‘‘One of the most 
humen pictures that has come to the screen in many moons, 
Should play to heavy grosses in all types of theatres.’’...Film 
Daily. ‘‘Paramount can look for hefty grosses from ‘Invitation 
to Happiness’. The picture doesn’t miss a trick.’’...Hellywood 
Reporter. ‘‘A grand and exciting picture. Entirely different and 
very true to life.’’...Adela Rogers St. John. ‘It’s a story that 
Mr. and Mrs. John Public will appreciate and understand. Fred 
MacMurray gives his best performance. Box Office of course is 
important and ‘Invitation to Happiness’ has all the necessary in- 
gredients.’’...Louella Parsons. ‘‘I never thought I'd cry over @ 
prizefighter, but I did. And I loved it.’’...Hedda Hopper, 


UP with Another Hit Song.... 


When Paramount writes songs and has Paramount’s Bob Hope 
and Shirley Ross to sing ’em...well...remember ‘“Thanks for the 
Memory” and ‘‘Two Sleepy People.’’ Here’s one that tops either 
ef those. Ask any musician and he'll tell you ‘‘The Lady's in 
Love with You" is one of the half dozen reasons why Para- 
mount’s “Some Like It Hot’’ is going to have the jitterbugs 
@ancing in your aisles and the quieter citizens applauding the 
first swing picture that really has what it takes...Gene Krupa 
and His Band do plenty to put over the fastest romance comedy 
with music of the spring season, 


What's UP? 


Philo Vance (Warren William to you) fs out on the trail of the 
best 8. 8. Van Dine detective mystery of ‘em all...and who's 
*“helping’’ him...Gracie Allen herself...who makes Paramount's 
“Gracie Allen Murder Case’’ the novelty hit of the early summer, 


FLASH—Holiywood Reporter 


“JACK BENNY’S OKAY; FANS FORGIVE TRIAL 
Oakland—Paramount, which has been wondering what was going 
to happen with its upcoming pictures with Jack Benny, can go 
ahead with the release of ‘‘Man About Town,’ anyway. Brought 
to the Orpheum here, on a sneak showing, to grab reaction on 
Benny, it got a terrific hand, and Jack’s okay, the patrons ape 
parently forgiving him his trespasses., Bill LeBaron, Mark 
Sandrich and Lou Lipstone left the theatre feeling happy.” 
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ASCAP Asks Formal Contract With 
NBC to Cover Television Rights 





af 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has assumed 
the right to license the catalog of its 
members for television perform- 
ances. Formal notification of this 
step was conveyed to ASCAP’s pub. 
lisher membership in a letter signa- | 
tured by John G. Paine, general | 





manager. Paine has also advised | 
: ie ag 

NBC that his organization was in-| 
! 

terested in working out a formal 


agreement on television as quickly | 
as possible and that hereafter all ap- | 
plication to televise the 
works of ASCAP members would 
have to be taken up direct with the | 
Society. 

While ‘some publisher quarters | 
within ASCAP are inclined to ques- | 
tion the legality of the Society stand | 
on television authority, the indica- | 
tions are that the general member- | 
ship will become convinced  the| 
prvadcasting of music to the accom 
paniment of a picture constitutes a 
regular radio perfoming right and| 
that this species of performance is | 
covered by their (the member’s) 
contracts with the Society. ASCAP’s 
management points out that the 
angle of synchronization, as under- 
stood by the trade, can only apply 
to television when the sound broad- 
cast originates from a mechanically 
recorded device such as a sound-| 
track or disc. Under the latter cir- | 
cumstances the user must obtain a_| 
manufacturing or mechanical li-| 
cense from the copyright owner di- | 


musical | 





rect, independent of the perform: 
ing rights which is granted by the 
Society. The statutory implications | 
are the same as though a transcrip- 
tion were the source of broadcast. 


Word Struck Out 


What has tended to confuse! 
ASCAP members on the question | 
over television administrative au-| 
thority is the fact that when the| 
present membership contract was} 
signatured the word ‘television’ was | 
deliberately struck out with the con- | 
sent of the ASCAP board. Some of} 
the publishers, particularly those 
controlled by film producers, ob- 
jected to the inclusion of the word 
and the board, following advice re- | 
ceived from ASCAP general counsel, | 
saw no reason for arguing over it. 
They figured that when the show- 
down came the members would re- 
alize that a broadcasting perform- 
ance right remains a broadcasting 
performing right even when ac- 
companied by a picture. 

In his letter to the membership 
Paine wrote that ‘various agencies 
have been contacting publishers and 
writers of dramatic and musical 
works with a view to securing from 
them the right to license perform- 
ances of such works by television 
for experimental purposes and other- 
wise.’ ‘As,’ the letter continues, ‘you 
have vested in ASCAP the television 
performing rights in your musical 
works, as we are presently engaged 
in surveying the current situation, 





we request that you refer all in-| 


quiries to us.’ 

Paine has asked NBC to get to- 
gether wih him on working out some 
formal licensing agreement for tele- 
vision, even though the medium is 
held by the network to be still in 
the experimental stage. As Paine 
sees it RCA, NBC’s parent cor- 
poration, has got down to the busi- 
ness of making or trying to make 
money out of television. Sets are 
being sold in quantities and regular 
tele broadcast schedules have been 
established. Paine feels that ASCAP 
can no longer rely on informal un- 
derstandings. Regardless of whether 
a fee is to be charged at this time, 
the rights and relationships between 
the copyright owner and the tele- 
vision broadcaster should be put on 
paper, 


‘DISTRICT ATTORNEY’ 
MAY GO HALF HOUR 


‘District Attorney,’ crime meller 
serial nightly over NBC red, may be 
extended from 15 minutes to a half- 
hour and aired once weekly, begin- 
ning about June 1. If so, it will be 
shifted to another time, as Chester- 
field now has one of the slots de- 
sired for the extension. 

Laurence Hammond is now work- 
ing with Phillips Lord on the script- 

ing. 














Weiss, Lubcke to Wash. 


Los Angeles, May 9. 





Don Lee net’s headman, Lewis 
Allen Weiss, and television wiz, 
Harry Lubcke, made tracks for 


Washington last weekend to call on 
Federal Communications Commis- 


|sion in regard to adoption of tele- 


vision standards. 

While east they will inspect the 
various visio laboratories and check 
up on equipment for KHJ here. 





Phiico Demonstrates 
Circuit Television In 
Milwaukee Auditorium 





Milwaukee, May 9. 


Milwaukee’s first public view of 


| circuit television took place Wednes- 


day (3) afternoon and evening in the 
auditorium of the Public Service 
Building. Artists, announcers, and 
guest of WISN (Milwaukee Sentinel) 
took part in the two ‘broadcasts,’ 
which had transmission and recep- 
tion all within the confines of the 
auditorium and stage. 


Performances were made possible 
through a new portable television 
transmitter developed by Philco 
whose chief television engineer, Al- 
bert F. Murray, conducted and de- 
scribed the technical features in- 


| volved. 


Murray and a crew of engineers 
have visited nearly a dozen major 
cities demonstrating the television 
apparatus, which the engineer hinted 
will be ready for sale to the public 
at prices ranging from $125 to $600 
before summer. 

Two drawbacks to television at 
this stage of its development were 
cited by Murray. These are the 
limits of its range, which is not over 
45 miles in clear weather, and the 
fact that automobile motors in the 
vicinity of a receiving set disturb the 


| reception. 


Farms Outside Range 


The first obstacle, he said, means 
that individual sending stations must 
be located in every community that 
wants television. It cuts the farmer 
out of the picture at present. A send- 
ing unit costs about $200,000. 

On the favorable side is the ab- 
sence of static found in radios, the 
minimum of aerial and other outside 
equipment, and the value of syn- 
chronized pictures with sound in the 
home. Program material for tele- 
vision broadcasts must of necessity 
confine itself to newsy and short sub- 
jects, Murray explained. He said the 
radio singer of tomorrow will have 
to have sex appeal as well as a good 
voice if she is to be seen; but that 
with a good transmitter, exaggerated 
makeup will be unnecessary. 

Appearing on the programs 
Wednesday were Margie Schiff, ac- 
cordionist; Helen Whitman, soprano; 
James Conway and Tom Dolan, 
WISN staff announcers, and in the 
evening Mickey Heath, manager of 











NBC (N.Y.) Television 





May 10 (8-9) Specialty acts 
from ‘Mexicana,’ skit, ‘The 
Faker’; Sue Read and Ralph 
Blane, songs; Top Hatters, 
skaters. 

May 12 (8-9) Helen Morgan, 
Jean Muir, Aldo and Mme. Nadi, 
fencers; Weir Brothers; Paul 
Remos and Midgets. 











Gaumont-British 
Readying Six 
Visio Theatres 





London, May 2. 

Gaumont-British is readying six 
London theatres to put over the 
Derby on television. Installations at 
Marble Arch and Tatler will be sup- 
ported by Baird sets at three others 
in West End, Tivoli, Gaumont and 
New Gallery, and another at the 
Gaumont, Lewishman, which will be 
the first uptown theatre ever to have 
a permanent visio system. 

Combined seat capacity of these 
houses approaches 15,000. Altogether, 
G-B aims to have 12 cinemas rapidly 
equipped, but rate of production at 
Baird factory is limited, and short- 
age of technical personnel has also 
put a brake on their plans. Ian 
Javal’s trip to New York to put over 
the Baird system hasn’t been a help- 
ful factor, either. 


VAL GIELGUD’S TRICK 
IN TELEVISION DEPT. 


London, May 2. 

In the aim of familiarizing pro- 
ducers of radio programs with visio 
technique, BBC is planning transfers 
of leading Broadcasting House per- 
sonnel to the television department 
at Alexandra Palace from time to 
time. Val Gielgud, director of fea- 
tures and drama, will be first to go, 
and will do a six-month’s stint from 
July 1 as visio producer. 

Moray McLaren, assistant features 
and drama director, will keep Giel- 
gud’s seat warm in his absence. 











Lewis at WWL; Ricau to WSM 
New Orleans, May 9. 
Don Lewis returned to the radio 
industry here after absence of sev- 
eral years to announce at WWL. 
Lewis was with WDSU before leav- 
ing the industry. 
He replaces Lionel Ricau now at 
WSM, Nashville. 





the Milwaukee Brewers baseball club 
with Tex Carleton, pitcher. 
Engineers assisting Murray were 
Charles Stec, Raymond Bowley, Nor- 
man Young and E. N. Alexander. 
The Milwaukee Journal Co., opera- 
tors of WTMJ, last December filed 
the first application in the United 
States for a commercial television 
station to operate on a regular 
schedule. The application is now 
pending before the FCC and indica- 





tions are that two years may elapse 
| before action is taken on it. 





' 
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Experimental Uses 





Wednesday, May 10, 1939 


Earmarked Channels for Facsimile And 


Undergoing Change 





Washington, May 9. 


Revision of allocation rules cover- 
ing special services has resulted in 
substitution of the ribbons available| regular basis, while formerly only 

and high-frequency |12 were available without the ‘ex. 
New code embossed last| perimental’ sticker on the papers, 


for facsimile 
stations. 
week by the FCC. 





| cational, 


and experimental 
| but the 


only 


Many minor changes made in the 
regulations affecting relay, interna- 
tional, visual, high frequency, edu- 
plants, 
important feature of | 


though more strings are tied to the 
permits. Commish will license re. 
peaters on 36-plus channels on ag 





| But the licensee of two or more rege 
ular plants must state which of these 


ithe latest recipe is the withdrawal | Single month. 


of three low frequencies formerly 
earmarked for facsimile. In their 
| place, the Commish staked out sev- 
eral stripes between 25,000 and 116,- 
000 ke., remarking these are ade- 
quate to meet present demands and 
accommodate researchers. 

The high-frequency stations—now 
given 16 specific channels running 
from 25,950 to 41,800 ke plus any 
over 86,000 kc except for a slight 
gap—get 51 spots and any over 300,- 
000 ke aside from the few previous- 
ly reserved. Eight groups, instead 
of five as before, with wider spec- 
trum separation between stations in 
the same area. While the new cur- 
riculum drops a few of the research 
requirements, all holders of tickets 
for such plants are required to con- 
vince the Commish their research 
menu holds promise of ‘substantial’ 
contributions. Some changes in the 
type of operations by stations in the 
various groups, as well as different 
eligibility requirements. 

Complete rearrangement of the 
rules covering the visual transmit- 
ters characterizes the new code. In 
accordance with a reshuffling an- 
nounced a few weeks ago, FCC has 
staked out the frequencies more par- 
ticularly. Television stations now 
will be split into three groups, each 
using a 6,000 kc band, with those in 
the A class obligated to carry on re- 
search regarding service to the pub- 
lic and the other two for auxiliary 
operations, such as relay and mobile 
transmission. 

The television channels for pub- 
lie reception run from 44,000 to 108,- 
000 kc, with the secondary bands in 
the spread between 156,000 and 294,- 
000 ke and over 300,000 ke. Rule 
states restrictions more definitely, 
with no plant given more than one 
band in the A category. No tickets 
will be issued for a second plant 
using an A ribbon to cover an area 
already served. 


Facsimile Rules 


In bringing the facsimile rules up 
to date, the Commish required in- 
stallation of ‘sufficient facsimile re- 
corders to accomplish the experi- 
mental program proposed’ in the 
neighborhood of the transmitter. 
Wattage limit of 1 kw is provided 
for the stations in Group A, which 
can use frequencies between 25,025 
and 25,250 ke. No station will be 
given more than one facility in each 
category, unless there is a strong 
showing of need. The visual-record 
transmitters will be sprinkled as fol- 
lows: Group A, 25,025 to 25,250; B, 
43,540 to 43,940; C, 116,110 to 116,470; 
and D, any frequency over 300,000 
except 400,000 to 401,000. 

Substantial increase is provided 
for the number of relay stations, al- 








Television got some attention from 
the actor-artist unions last week, fol- 
lowing the wide publicity given the 
telecasts from the World’s Fair. It is 
a matter of jurisdiction, with three 
or four unions claiming the right 
over performers in television, Al- 
though it was claimed that the mat- 
ter would be amicably adjusted, re- 
ports are that heated arguments 
arose at a special meeting of the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica last Friday (5). 

Equity claims priority, pointing out 
that when it relinquished the rights 
to radio, paving the way for the or- 
ganization of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, it specifically 
reserved television. AFRA, however, 
now contends it should logically have 
that jurisdiction. Understood that 
the American Guild of Musical Art- 
ists has interposed a claim and it 
is possible that the Screen Actors 
Guild will do likewise, since a ma- 








terial part of television programs is 
expected to be motion pictures, 


Will Investigate 


Television is regarded as the most 
complex field of all actor-artist activ- 
ities so far as the unions are con- 
cerned. That the jurisdiction may 
not finally be determined for some 
time by the various groups in the 
Four A’s set-up is expected to show 
which union should have the say. 


Equity, however, will make a de- 
termined fight for the rights and 
television was the order of special 
business at the council meeting this 
week. Association figures that with 
telecasting in its ken the loss of rev- 
enue from SAG, which has been pay- 
ing Equity part of the dues of its 
higher bracket members, will be 
equalized. SAG payments were in 
return for Equity giving up its studio 
rights, but the guild must revise its 
budget because of an operating 
deficit. 

Under discussion in Equity fs the 





Television Union Jurisdiction Up; 


Kquity Will Make Strong Presentation 


position of George Heller, a paid ex- 
ecutive of AFRA, who is on the 
council of the legit actors association. 
Heller is expected to work for AFRA 
in getting television jurisdiction, and 
therefore is opposed to Equity’s 
claim. Situation was discussed 
when Equity’s nominating committee 
named candidates for the new coun- 
cil. Heller was named for a one- 
year term instead of the usual five 
years, it being felt that his position 
would be more definitely defined 
during next season, if not before. 
Television is likely to provide plenty 
of discussion at Equity’s annual 
meeting, a session which was expect- 
ed to be routine. 


Rates of pay for television are 
among the points in dispute. Actors 
were paid $50 for tele assignments 
but there has been a reduction to $40, 
which is under the AFRA scale. It 
appears that the dispute was crystal- 
ized when an idea to make 16 mm. 
film of operatic artists was proposed 
with the intent of using it on air. 





the auxiliary is designed to serve. 
Novel clause stipulates that no relay 
| plant can help any except that 
named, for more than 10 days in a 
| Each relay station can get four 
|frequencies in any of the altered 
groups. First-come-first-serve basis 


| embodied in the rules, so that initial 
applicant in a metropolitan area will 
'get the A ribbons, second will get 
the B, and so on. Outside the major 
centers, the same applies to the D, 
E, F, and G batches. The ninth group 
of frequencies, running above 300,- 
000, will be licensed only for re- 
search and experimentation. 

New restrictions allow the Com- 
mish engineers to say how much 
wattage is needed. No station in the 
A, B, C or J group can have more 
power than that ‘necessary to trans- 
mit the program and orders satis- 
factorily to the receivers.’ Those in 
the D, E, F, and G categories can- 
not top 25 watts, except for four fre- 
quencies where 50 watts is permissi- 
ble. The H and I stations are lim- 
ited to 50 watts and may be cut 
down, to avoid interference, to 10. 


IF WAR COMES, 
TELECASTS STOP 


London, May 2. 

War scare is revealed as one fac- 
tor holding back development of 
television, though not on account of 
cost. BBC sees present unsettled 
state of European affairs as wrong 
peroid for going ahead, and alterna- 
tively plans to shut down completely 
on telecastings if war comes, and 
with that prospect ahead it is im- 
practical to go further. 

Reason for shutdown is that the 
shortwave band of telecasts would 
be of prime tactical value for official 
reports, instruction and information. 

Situation means construction of 
second television transmitter, at 
Birmington, to serve middle of Eng- 
land, will be delayed, though BBC 
had carried preparations to a point 
where it was ready to open out with 
a station that would be served with 
the London program either by land- 
line or by. relay links. 


Lohr Forsees Long Wait 
For Chicago Before 
Town Sees Telecasts 


Chicago, May 9. 
New York will get all the tele- 
vision attention, at least of NBC, for 
some time to come, according to 


Lenox Lohr. Due to the tremen- 
dous cost of televisio experimenta- 
tion, Lohr couldn’t see how this com- 
pany could possibly go into further 
testing outside of New York. This, 
despite fact that NBC has taken pro- 
tective leases on the tops of three 
Chicago buildings, the Field, Civic 
Opera House and the Board of Trade 
buildings. 

Lohr, however, does feel that Chi- 
cago may ultimately get television 
out of New York through the use of 
long-distance telecasting. This will 
not be done by coaxial cables but 
through the shooting of visio by way 
of booster stations situated about 15 
miles apart. These booster stations 
are comparetively inexpensive, cost- 
ing around $500 each. 

Lohr also expressed the hope that 
the operators of diathermy and 
X-ray machines be forced to run on 
a specified ether channel, since their 
current practice of running up and 
down the wave lengths is causing 
considerable distortion to television 
transmitters. These diathermy ma- 
chines effect television apparatus at 
distances as far as 500 miles. 




















Frank Jaffe has joined KMA, 
Shenandoah, Ia, as promotion man- 
ager. He will also have charge of 





special events programs. 
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~ Talent Agents, Personal Reps and The Law 
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i Auto Static : 


By ROD REED 
On Tour, May 9. 


NBC’s summer layoff plan is 
natural consequence of the quiz- 
puzzle craze. 








Makes it tough on boys who are 
still trying to learn to pronounce 
CBS’ ‘hiatus.’ 





Groucho’s extemporaneous gags 
annoy Basil Rathbone. He doesn’t 
believe in ‘live and ad lib.’ 





Appropriately, Amos ’n’ Andy are 
putting CBS farther in the black. 





When the radio censors get to 


work, those three little fishies will |! 


be swimming over the darn. 





Free slogan dept.: ‘Dancin’ and 
datin’ with Lenny Hayton.’ 





Or, ‘Bring your cutie to hear 
Venuti.’ 





Johnstown finished so far ahead 
in the derby, broadcasters pondered 
a piano fill pending arrival of the 
second horse. 





Motte: One belle in the rumble 
seat is worth two from Fidler. 


CBS RESUMES 
TALKS WITH 
BRUNTON 


Herbert Akerberg, v.p. in charge 
of station relations for CBS, will, 
while on his current trip along the 
westcoast, look in again on the pos- 
sibilities of working out a deal with 
Ralph Brunton in connection with 
the use of KQW as Columbia outlet 
in the San Francisco territory. 
KQW, now assigned to San Jose, 
is slated to go 50,000-watts when the 
Havana treaty becomes effective. 

Idea under discussion is to spot 
KQW’s transmitter not far from 
Frisco. As a Class B clear channel 
occupant, the 50-watter would have 
to shield its signal from the east 
and west. KSFO is Columbia’s 
present release from Frisco. 

Akerberg’s present trip will also 
take him to Portland and Seattle. 


OUT AFTER 12 YEARS 


Various Letouts at WLW Due te 
Power Curtailment 

















Cincinnati, May 9. 

Talent curtailment at WLW went 
into effect last week. Among the 
let-outs are Grace Clauve Raine, 
vocal director, who joined the Cros- 
ley organization 12 or more years 
ago when it took over WSAI from 
the U. S. Playing Card Co.; Helen 
Nugent, contralto; Lou Levy, Paul 
Hughes and Eva Pownall, of the 
dramatic staff, and Bob Monroe, 
scripter. 

Paul De Fur, newcomer, has been 
assigned to the production depart- 
ment. 

Reduction, according to James D. 
Shouse, general manager, is in line 
with the station’s power cut from 
500,000 to 50,000 watts and the sub- 
Sequent slicing of time rates. 


Les Quailey Checking Up 
Philadelphia, May 9. 

Les Quailey, in charge of broad- 
casting personnel on Atlantic Refin- 
ing sports airings, is making a tour of 
the south. 

N. W. Ayer exec is listening to his 
Sabbers, making suggestions and 
working with them where necessary 
to educate them to the Atlantic 
style. 








Benell Turns to Fair 
Julie Benell, legit and radio ac- 
tress, will do a World’s Fair com- 
mentary over WINS, New York, 


thrice weekly at 9 p.m. starting May | 





—s 





I. Robert Broder, 





By Ben Pratt 


In the general field of entertainment, there is a good 
deal of question as to the correct definition of a ‘per- 
sonal manager and sole representative’ in contra-dis- 
tinction to the person, firm or corporation known as 
| ‘theatrical agent or agency. The duties, commissions 
| and functions of the latter seem to be fairly well 
| understood. The status, however, of the personal man- 
ager seems to be somewhat obscure. In addition, it 
may be stated that in using this latter title as a cloak, 
many unscrupulous persons are taking advantage of 
actors, artists and members of the entertainment pro- 
fession generally. 

I should like to have Variety re-define or enlarge on 
the above definition, if you think the ground has not 
been fully covered. 


A mere definition, however, of the term ‘personal 
manager and sole representative’ will not suffice, as 
there are a great many questions that require answers 
in order that members of the entertainment profession 
may fully understand the duties and obligations that 
exist between themselves and a ‘personal manager and 
a sole representative.’ I shall take the liberty of citing 
a few of these questions. They are as follows: 


1. How many clients may a personal manager have? 


2. What is the maximum commission that a personal 
manager should receive? 


3. If the personal manager in addition to his or her 
other duties handles and directs the publicity for the 
client, what should be the maximum commission paid 
by the latter? 


4. In the event the personal manager obtains em- 
ployment for the client through a regularly licensed 
theatrical agent or agency, is the commission to be 
paid the latter deducted from the personal manager’s 
commission, or should the client pay the agent’s com- 
mission in addition to the manager’s commission? For 
example, suppose a personal manager receives a com- 
mission of 20% and suppose through an agent he ob- 
tains employment for his client, the agent to receive 
10%, should this 10% come from the manager or from 
the client? Thus, if the client were to rescive $100 a 
week for an engagement, should he or she pay a total 
of 30%. fis 

5. Should the personal manager have an agent’s 
license from the City of New York? 


6. What are the usual and reasonable expenses that 
should be assumed #y a personal manager? 


7. In the event the personal manager also acts as 
publicity representative, what expenses should he rea- 
sonably assume ... i.e. should he pay for photographs 
for use in publicity; should he meet the expense of 
‘entertaining’ press representatives; on publicity ‘stunts’ 
that involve additional expense such as taxicabs, etc., 
should he pay the bills or should the client, and gen- 
erally speaking, what publicity expense should unques- 
tionably be assumed by the client and what by the 
personal manager and publicity representative? 


8. Have there been any legal decisions as to the 
length of time a contract between the client and his 
or her personal manager may run? 

9. In the event there have been no such legal de- 
cisions, what is the usual term of such a contract or 
extension thereof? 

10. Is there any standard form of contract generally 
recognized by the law for personal management of an 
artist or entertainer? 

11. Does Equity have any such standard form of 
contract? 

12. What is the maximum commission a regularly 
licensed theatrical agent or agency may charge for 
(a) work in the legitimate theatre, (b) radio engage- 
ments, (c) theatrical engagements, and (d) musical 
engagements? 

13. Has there been any legal definitions of the 
number of engagements a personal manager must ob- 
tain within any specified time in order to meet his or 
her general contractural obligations? 

14. Is there any difference between the amount of 
commission that should be paid a personal manager 
by a client whose professional reputation and standing 
has already been established, and one whose career is 
just starting and who is, for all practical purposes, 
practically unknown in the field of entertainment? 

15. In the event a personal manager signs a client 
who is unknown in the entertainment field, builds that 
client by publicity and other methods and creates 
thereby for the client, the ability to earn a large in- 
come, should the personal manager’s percentage de- 
crease with the increase in income on the part of the 
client? For example, assume that a manager takes 
over the management of a young actress who is earn- 
ing nothing per week; assume that he through con- 
tacts, publicity, etc., increases this income to a point 
where she is earning $2,500 a week in a three-year 
period; assume that he has a five-year contract; as- 
sume that his commission during the three years of 
building has been 20%; then at the end of the three- 
year period when she is earning $2,500 per week, 
should his 20% commission be reduced, assuming that 
he continues actively to manage and direct her career? 

16. In the understanding that Equity allows only 
5% commission for actors and actresses in legitimate 
performances, should this percentage apply insofar 
as the personal manager is concerned if he is able 
to place his client without going through any estab- 
lished and licensed agent or agency? 

17. In the event railroad or other trips are neceés- 
sary and that it is also necessary for the personal 
manager to make such trips, is his expense paid by 








15. It’s her first experience in this, himself out of his commission, or is such expense met 


type of radio. 

She's currently in two NBC serials, 
‘Stella Dallas’ and ‘John’s Other 
Wife.’ 


by the client? 

18. When compensation is paid for the services of 
a client, should that compensation be paid to the per- 
sonal manager or should it go direct to the client? 





By I. Robert Broder 


Answering the various questions raised by Ben Pratt | 
in his communication to Variety the matters, in stated | 
order, involved are: 


1. A personal manager should have only as many | 
clients as he can render actual personal services to. | 
It must be borne in mind that the employment agency 
law specifically exempts those whose business only 
incidently involves the seeking of employment. There- | 
fore, in order to qualify as a personal representative 
and manager, one must devote most of his time te 
services other than the procuring of employment. 
Those services should include, among others, the com- 
plete management of the professional affairs of the | 
artist, such as the arrangement of programs, proper | 
casting in roles, selection of proper wardrobe, arrang- 
ing for advantageous publicity, choosing proper ‘spots,’ 
providing office facilities for the artist’s business, 
checking up on the artist’s performances and giving | 
constructive criticism, checking on advertising and 
billing, ete. In view of these numerous duties, a man- 
ager must of necessity, limit himself to very few'| 
clients. If he takes on too many clients, the results 
to all will suffer. There is no hard and fast rule as 
to the number of clients the manager may have, since 
the capacity of individual managers varies. One man- 
ager may be able to render exclusive services to a 
dozen clients, whereas, another manager may only be 
able to service two. 


2. There is no fixed maximum commission for a 
personal manager. Courts have sustained amounts up 
to 33 1/3%. In that particular case, the manager had 
developed the artist from scratch to the point where 
the artist became an outstanding personality, earning 
thousands of dollars per week. Not alone had the 
manager given the artist his professional name, but 
had created a unique style of performance for the art- 
ist which had become so closely identified with the 
artist that it became a definite part of his stock in 
trade. 


3. If the manager is also a press agent, he is en- 
titled to compensation or an added fee for his services 
as a press agent but such compensation should not be 
based upon a percentage of earnings. 


4. It should be borne in mind that the answers to 
these questions cannot be set in accordance with any 
fixed rule or procedure since, as the questioner re- 
peatedly states, situations vary in each particular in- 
stance. One cannot fix the amount of commission to 
be paid to a manager as a general rule. If the man- 
ager is equipped to obtain engagements for the artist, 
he should include in his fee, an amount to cover his 
services as an agent. If, however, the manager cannot 
perform an agent’s duties, his contract with the artist 
should provide that the agent’s commission should be 
paid by the artist and the manager’s commission re- 
duced proportionately. 

5. (See 1). 


6. The personal manager should be prepared to ex- 
pend such sums and provide such facilities as are usual 
and adequate for his business. Surely, no manager can 
expect any compensation if he has his office in front 
of the Bond Building. Every business must expect 
to have some overhead if it is to operate at all. 


7. It is customary that a press agent provide steno- 
graphic services for preparation of press material, pos- 
tage and such office expense as is ordinarily incurred. 
The artist however, usually pays for photographs, en- 
tertainment, transportation, etc. It is always best, how- 
ever, that before any such expenses are incurred, the 
approval of the artist is first procured. 

8. Usually management contracts are for a period 
of seven years. California has limited such contracts 
to a seven-year period and seven years has become the 
customary period throughout the industry. Courts, 
however, will limit the length of a contract to a ‘rea- 
sonable’ period. 

9. (See 8). 


10. There is no standard form of contract generally 
recognized by law for personal management. Such 
contracts must be fair and equitable, to be enforced. 
As consideration for the agreement of the artist to deal 
exclusively with the manager, the manager must like- 
wise agree to part with some valuable consideration 
to the artist. 


11. No. 
12. (a) 5%. 
(b) No provision, 
(c) 5%. 
(d) No provision. 
13. No. 


14. There is no fixed rule as to the difference in 


(Ben Pratt, former NBC network exec now in the talent representation business, has| .--—-—-—-—-—-—-—- = ' 
propounded to VaRIETy some basic questions apropos the relation of artist to agent and/or | 
personal manager. Striking at the fundamentals of these matters which, all too frequently, | | 
are taken for granted but not fully understood, Pratt’s questions together with a theatrical 
lawyer’s answers thereto are printed herewith in parallel columns. 
theatrical attorney, was formerly of counsel for Radio-Keith-Orpheum.) 








Washington Lobby | 


Washington, May 2. 

Professional jealousy has hit a new 
high since Congress let down the 
bars and recognized radio commen- 
tators on parity with news corre- 
spondents. Despite difference in 
numbers, the two crews are having 
an amusing word tiff, with the radio 


| gang good-naturedly talking about 


duplicating all of the stunts custom- 
arily staged by the typewriter maul- 
ers. Formal organization will be set 
up, with identification cards and all 
the trimmings (perhaps even a 
snooty button). Everybody can hold 
office, since there are only four 
members of the radio gallery. Iron- 
ical twist to the rivalry is that the 
networks for years have donated 
huge amounts of top-flight talent to 
provide entertainment at the annual 


| White House Correspondents Asso- 


ciation dinner despite the continued 
snubs from the press corps. 





Latest vacation of Chairman Frank 
R. MecNinch for health purposes led 
to revival of the story he is about 
done at the FCC. Curt announce- 
ment Friday (28) that the diminu- 
tive head man is slipping away for 
another two or three weeks to rest 
up and improve his physical condi- 
tion prompted speculation whether 
he will return to the job this time. 
Last summer he went to the Naval 
Hospital for a ‘brief rest’ and re- 
mained away from the office for the 
best part of two months, announc- 
ing on his belated return that he 
was in tip-top shape. 


CBS STAFF 
SEES OMEN IN 
VISITS 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Wholesale letouts and _ realign- 
ment of personnel are expected to 
follow the recent influx of CBS offi- 
cizls from New York. James Seward, 
assistant treasurer of the network, 
has been in the Hollywood branch 
for several weeks making a survey 
of the personnel setup and after 
turning over his report to Mefford 
Runyon, v.p. in charge of local sta- 
tion operations, Seward left for New 
York, 

W. B. Lewis, v.p. in charge of 
brvadcasts, is due in Hollywood the 
end of this week. Reported that 
Charles Vanda, on leave as Coast 
production head to handle Wrigley’s 
‘Gateway to Hollywood will soon re- 
turn to his CBS post. 


LORD & THOMAS ADDS ONE 


Sprague Warner May Use Radice in 
Chicago Area 

















Chicago, May 9. 

Lord & Thomas agency has snared 
the Sprague, Warner food products 
account. Account hasn’t used agency 
service for several years. 

Plans include series of ether tests 
on a spot campaign to start late this 
summer. Tests will be concentrated 
primarily in a radius of 250 miles 
from Chicago. 


Lives Paes tt Sik 


Two of Philadelphia’s Levy family, 
chief holders of CBS stock, played 











amount of commission to be paid by an established 
performer and that of a beginner. The amount of 
commission depends entirely upon the bargain made 
between the parties. 

15. Ordinarily, the manager’s percentage remains) 
fixed throughout the entire period of the contract. 
After all, the manager gambles with the artist. and if 
the artist is increasingly successful the manager’s com- | 
pensation should increase in like proportion. 

16. The percentage of commission is purely a mat- | 
ter of individual bargaining between the manager and | 





‘he artist. None can attempt to fix the amount of 
that fee. 
17. Whether railroad expenses are paid by the man- 


ager or artist, depends entirely upon the arrangement 
between them. 

18. The artist is entitled to the compensation which | 
he receives from the employer. The manager is in- 
terested in that compensation only to the extent of his | 
commission. If the artist desires the manager to col- 
lect the money for him, that is entirely a matter for 
the parties to decide. 





Santa Claus with web securities dur- 
ing March, the semi-monthly Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission state- 
ment on insiders’ activities showed 


| last week. 


Without indicating the recipients, 
the S.E.C. revealed Isaac D. Levy 
gave away 394 of his A holdings, 
keeping 61,981, while Leon Levy 
made a present of 672 B shares, re- 
taining 43,505. Latest check shows 
Isaac with 23,115 B’s and Leon with 
37,850 A’s. 





George B. Russell, formerly pro- 
gram director of WIND, Gary, Ind, 
heads the revamped staff of WCHV, 
Charlottesville, Pa. Dave McGowe 
an will handle sports and special 
events, while Everett Howard ree 
mains in charge of musical programs, 
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Young Clears Up N.Y. Fair's Radio Fog: 
Locals to Carry 160 Hours Weekly 


Although it’s not admitted at the/reason to waive it for un activity 
World’s Fair that there ever was a, that’s essentially commercial. The 
situation serious enough to be called | local, however, is being liberal where 
a clash, the possibility of friction be- | shortwave propaganda pick-ups from 
tween the World of Tomorrow ard! the Fair are involved. 
the radio stations of the metropoli- 
tan area, has been removed, John | 
S. Young, the expo radio chief, has 
clarified the setup. The purely lo- 
cal stations (WOR is rated network) | 
will provide 160 hours a week of 





John S. Young has lined up a se- 


lar time schedules. These will in- 


clude: 
Christy Walsh 
Fredericka 


sports at the Fair. 


Millet—women’s ac- 
time. Most of this will be filled by ! tivities. 
pickups fromthe Fair of talks, mu-} pr. Gerald Wendt—science. 
sic and special events, which also go} Olin Downes—music. 
out over the Fair’s own public ad-'! Holger Cahill—-fine arts. 
dress system. To Europe Via WNYC 
Station WQXR and WINS are giv-| City-owned transmitter WNYC, 


ing three hours a day each. Vary-'! New York, has started relaying short 
ing segments of time will be devoted | wave broadcasts of New York 
to pick-ups by WMCA, WHN, | World’s Fair events to Europe via 
WNEW, WOV, WBIL, WHOM and! WIXAL, Boston. Latter station is 
the Brooklyn smallies, WARD, | also a non-commercial-educational 
WLTH, WWRL. WINS has its own | transmitter as is WNYC and is op- 
studios on grounds and will be ex- 
tremely active. WOR is taken care! Foundation, a 
of in this regard through the New 
Jersey and Crosley buildings. 

Joseph Littau 
own staff orchestra of 40 men, 
which will provide much of the en- 
tertainment the Fair will send over 
the grounds’ wiring system and 
through the central switchboard to 
the various local stations. There is 
no union standby fee involved. Lo- 
cal 802 will in no way modify its 


subsidized outfit. 
So far the two stations have col- 


at the Fair. Airings will be widened 
later to two broadcasts a day, shoot- 
ing out most of the major events 
scheduled. 





Jimmy Saphier, of Music Corp. of 
America radio department, left 
Thursday (4) to spend five weeks on 
$3 rule for the expo, taking the po-jthe Coast. Hal Hackett, of MCA 
sition that it fought for years to es-|radio department, out of the hos- 
tablish the principle and sees no pital after a minor operation. 


—————— nae 
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in the mixing 


business, Cee oo 


With an audience the size of the WSM audience, with all 
ages and all sexes in cities, towns and on farms, tuning to 
650 kilocycles every day for news, information and enter- 
tainment— 


WSM must do, and does, more than merely offer a network 
outlet. This station, realizing a fundamental obligation, 
makes certain that no day passes without broadcasts designed 
and built in its own studios for the needs and the tastes of 
each class of listeners. 


Such mixing of broadcast appeal cannot be haphazardly done, 
It can only come out of long and uninterrupted intimacy 
with the likes and dislikes of this great and heterogeneous 
mass of people. It requires the services of one of America’s 
largest single station talent staffs. It is something which 
only years of work can create. 


But—the rewards are richly worth the effort. To WSM it 
has brought, is still bringing, an audience outstanding over 
all America for size and loyalty. To you, as an advertiser, it 
offers concentrated buying power, customers who can spend, 
who do spend, for whatever is offered on their radio station. 


May we show you proof? 


WS: 


“G@ NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 


Met eued Sopresen int oo Bdwent Romy & Co 


VheFaith off Cur Jhuience Comes First 








erated by World Wide Broadcasting | 


| laborated on beaming to Europe the | 
heads the expo’s | dedication of each foreign building | 
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DALLAS YUM-YUM | 


City Will Derive Profit of $25,000 
From Its WRR. 





Dallas, May 9 

| City fathers swooned with joy 
here when check of books of WRR, 
municipal station, for April showed 
$2,795 in the black. Prediction made 
{station will show $25,000 annual 
| profit, as compared with $6,500 last 
| year. 


Old management’s contract was 
recently terminated by city after 


court fight. 


D.C. Appeals Court Won't 
Reconsider on Pottsviile; 
May to Go Top Bench 


Washington, May 9. 

Despite strong arguments, the| 

D. C. Court of Appeals last week 
refused again to allow the FCC to 
reopen the Pottsville, Pa., case which 
has been involved in almost constant | 
| litigation for more than a year. Pe-| 
tition for reconsideration of recent | 
|ruling against a new hearing on plea! 
| of the Pottsville Broadcasting Co. for | 


| a construction permit was turned 
down Friday (5) coincident with ~ 
suance of a mandate directing the 
|'Commish to grant the application. | 


| Brief explanatory announcement 
said that ‘after due consideration’ of 
the belligerent assertions by FCC 
Chief Counsel William J. Dempsey 
and the answer by Eliot C. Lovett, 
counsel for Pottsville Broadcasting 
Co. ‘the court is of the view that it 
should adhere to the opinion an- 
nounced in this case April 3.’ Judges 
commented they found nothing in 
the U. S. Supreme Court opinion 
cited by the Commish which con- 
flicts with the last previous Potts- 
ville ruling and once more told the 
Schuylkill Broadcasting Co., . rival 
contender and intervener, it is not 
entitled to simultaneous considera- 
tion of its application. 

Because the FCC indicated its in- 
tention of carrying the vital pro- 
cedural dispute to the Supreme 
Court, the appellate body stayed the 
writ of mandamus, allowing 30 days 
in which the Commish can prepare 
papers for the top bench. Since the 
controversy involves an issue which 
the New Deal brain-trusters consid- 
er of outstanding importance—right 
of courts to tell administrative agen- 
cies how they shall function—and 
has deep political significance, it is 
expected the Justice Department 
will give Dempsey permission to go 
higher in search of a ruling which 
would allow the FCC to reopen the 
whole proceeding. Petition for re- 
view by the Supreme Court cannot 
be filed without consent of the So- 
licitor General. 


New Yorkers N.A.B. Meet 


Schenectady, N. Y., May 9. 

Station owners, managers and sales 
managers in the Second District of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters, will hold an all-day meeting 
in Schenectady on May 19, under a 
call issued by Harry C. Wilder, of 
WSYR, Syracuse. There will be a 
luncheon in the Hotel Curler at 12:30 
p.m., followed by a session for sta- 
tion owners and managers in the 
hotel at 2 p.m. 

At four o’clock the conferees, ex- 
pected to number 50 or more, will 
inspect WGY’ new studio structure, 
as guests of Manager Kolin D. Hager. 
Also scheduled is an inspection of 
General Electric Company’s televi- 
sion studios and transmitter, the 
short wave facilities, and the South 
Schenectady plant, where the trans- 
mitter of WGY, the transmitter of 
W2XAD and W2XAF, and other 
equipment are located. 

















J. E. McCaw to KELA 


Seattle, May 9. 

KELA, Centralia-Chehalis, Wash., 
starts operating under the general 
managership of J. Elroy McCaw the 
latter part of this month. Station, 
which is licensed at 1,000 watts, will 
also have a full time staff at Ray- 
mond, Wash. 

It will be affiliated with Mutual- 
Northwest network. 





Jimmy Dudley at WCFL 
Chicago, May 9, 

Jimmy Dudley, who formerly han- 
dled the baseball broadcasts on 
WIND, has joined the spieler staff of 
WCFL here. 

Dudley is working with Hal Totten 
on the WCFL broadcasts of play-by- 
play baseball in addition to his regu- 











lar staff assignments. 





eer . ** 











FCC Washington Docket 


MAJOR DECISIONS = 


Massachusetts: Night juice-jump for WAAB, Boston, okayed by the Commish 
to help the Yankee Network key station to recoup losses. Boost from 500 watts 
to 1 kw (present daytime power of the station) would enlarge listener area ana 


provide a signal strength 40% greater than the station now enjoys. Transmitter 


has been providing a meritorious service, Commish decreed, and could operate 
under the proposed assignment ‘without materially decreasing the service areas 
of any existing stations.’ 

Operating as proposed, Boston station would limit WBCM, Bay City, Mich.. ana 
WHIS, Bluefield, W. Va., to their approximate 4.7 millivolt per meter contours 
nights. Station now receives limitation to its night service by the above-men- 
tioned transmitters and WBC, is limited to within its 5.6 mv/m contour by W ROK, 
Rockford, Ill WHIS is annoyed by WSFA, Montgomery, Ala., to within its ap- 
proximate 4 mv/m contour at present. 

WAAB lost $15,650 during the 26-week period ended July 31, 1937, decision 
pointed out, although the Yankee Network corporation would up with a net profit 
of $85,721 during same period, Other stations which are Yankee licensees are 
WNAC, Boston, WICC, Bridgeport, Conn., and WEAN, Providence. WNAC ac- 
counted for most of the profits, turning in a net take of $60,345. 

Paul D. P. Spearman appeared for applicant. 

Oklahoma: Transfer of the operation of WBBZ, Ponca City, from the late 
Charles Lewis Carrell to Adelaide Lillian Carrell, executrix of his estate, .was 


formally ordered by the Commish last week. Station also received a renewal of 
license to operate on 1200 ke with 250 watts days and 100 watts nights. 


Rhode Island: Uneconomical use of a regional frequency and a ‘fatal defect’ 
in presentation of the case before the Commission last week cost Peter J. 
Caldarone, Providence insurance man, a grant for a proposed daytime station 


to be operated on 1270 ke with 250 watts. Existence of five regional transmitters 
within the so-called greater metropolitan area of Providence—three located in the 
city proper and one each at New Bedford and Fall River—make it 


unnecessary 
to set up a sixth station, Commish decreed, Area is amply served by 


the existing 


stations and no evidence that the foreign population (namely 30,000 persons of 
Polish descent) is not receiving a satisfactory service. 

Granting of the application would not satisfy the best standards of engineering 
practice, Commish further argued. Less than 50% of the metropolitan district 
would receive a satisfactory service from the use of the proposed regional fre- 


quency. 

Caldarone, a well-to-do insurance man, steamship operator 
posed to charge rates which would be approximately 
charged by the other regional stations, 
time to foreign broadcasis 

Elmer W. Pratt appeared on behalf of the applicant. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


and realtor, 
two-thirds lower 


Would have devoted 


pro- 
than those 
20% of the station’s 


Arkansas: Hot Springs Broadcasting Co., Hot Springs, new station to be oper- 
ated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 
Indiana: WIBC, Indianapolis, authority to transfer control of corporation from 


Glenn Van Auken to H. G. Wall, 510 shares common stock 


Michigan: WJR, Detroit, new portable mobile relay broadcast station to be 
operated on 1646, 2090, 2190 and 2830 ke with 260 watts, A-3 emission 

Missouri: KSD, St. Louis, change directional antenna, change frequency from 
550 to 630 ke, hours of operation from sharing with KFUO, Clayton, to unlimited 
(contingent on KFRU, Columbia, and WGBF, Evansville, Ind., requesting facili- 


ties of KXOK, St. Louis). 


Nevada: Las Vegas Broadcasting Co., Inc., Las Vegas, new station to be oper- 
ated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

New York: WBNY, Roy L. Albertson, Buffalo, change hours of operation from 
specified (all not used by WSVS, Buffalo) to unlimited, requesting facilities of 
WSVS;: W2XBF, William G. H. Finch, New York, change class of station from 
experimental broadcast to facsimile and change frequency from 35600, 38600, 41000 


ke to 48740 Ke, 


Ohio: Springfield Radio Service, Inc., Springfield, new station to be operated 
on 780 ke with 250 watts, days only. 

Puerto Rico: WPRP, Julio M. Conesa, Ponce, install new transmitter, vertical 
antenna, change frequency from 1420 to 1480 ke, boost power from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, to 5 kw all times, change hours of operation from 
specified to unlimited. 

+ 








DECLINE TO TAKE BAN 
OF USURY SERIOUSLY 


Montreal, May 9. 

Proposal of the Senate Banking 
Committee at Ottawa that radio ad- 
vertising by small loan companies 
should be prohibited over Canadian 
stations was rejected in the Upper 
House of Parliament last week, 

Senatorial bloc could see no reason 
why these loan companies should be 
barred from radio if permitted to 
advertise in the newspapers. Defense 
of the loan companies was made on 
grounds that they carry on business 
according to statute and that only re- 
sponsible companies advertised, with 
loan sharks unlikely to take space in 
newspapers or time on the air. 


























WJAR carries the most © 


Spot and Network business in’ 
Rhode Island. Experience 
proves it to be The Key to 

the Market”. Just as WJAR is, 
so are our other Stations 

“Keys” to 
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~ New ASCAP Deal Same for All 





John Paine Opposes Discrimination for Newspaper- | 


Owned Stations—Meets Miller Tomorrow (Thurs.) 





a 





Whatever new contract is worked 
out between ASCAP and the broad- 
casting industry will be uniform for 
every licensee, John G, Paine, gen- 
eral manager for the performing 
rights society declared last week. 
There will be no special deals, ex- 
ceptions or discriminations, and a 
different contract for newspaper 
owned or operated stations is out. 

In explaining the policy he pro- 
poses to pursue in his negotiations 
for a new agreement with radio 
Paine stated that his organization 
now knows enough about the busi- 
ness and other details of the broad- 
casting industry to avoid getting into 
any form of discrimination. ASCAP, 
he said, has discarded granting 
newspapers a special contract since 
he came into office two years ago. 
Prior to that, he added, there have 
been quite a number of newspapers 
that have refused to accept the dis- 
criminatory agreement. 

Neville Miller, president of the 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
is slated to meet Paine tomorrow 
(Thursday) to continue their pre- 
liminary discussions on a new con- 
tract. Miller is to submit certain 
data in support of clauses that he has 
argued ought to be inserted into the 
succeeding agreement, 


WMCA IN POSSESSION 
OF BUND RECORDINGS 


Group of 44 recordings taken at 
the riotious Nazi Bund rally at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., Feb. 
22 last, has finally been acquired by 
WMCA, N. Y., and will be used in 
excerpt on several programs. Plat- 
ters cover every incident of the 
rally, covering more than three 
hours. Station will use parts on its 
recorded ‘America Marches On’ pro- 
gram. 

Waxings were made secretly for 
shipment to Germany where high 
officials bent an ear. 











 g 


FLOCK OF RADIO-FILM 
FOLK ATTENDED DERBY 


By GEORGE WIEDERHOLD 
Louisville, May 9. 
Total of $1,665,733 was wagered on 
the nine Derby Day races, breaking 
la 10-year record. Bets on the Derby 


| totaled $580,227, up $51,465 from last 
year. 


Former Mayor Neville Miller, prez 








ington. Miller had as his guests Ed 
Craig, owner of WSM, Nashville, and 
John Kennedy, of Clarksburg, W. 





Virginia stations. 
Al Jolson, seeing his first Derby, 


|position on Gov. A. B. 


Chandler’s knee. 

Don Ameche was plenty busy days 
preceding big race, and made p.a. 
at Rialto Friday (5) with ‘Graham 
Bell” Johnson Musselman, man- 
ager, snared loads of publicity and 
photos in local papers, and had 
about 20 cops on hand to handle 
crowds outside theatre. 


Edmund Lowe and Mrs. Lowe, 
George Raft, Mary Brian and other 
Hollywood celebs were the targets 
for autograph fans, at the track and 
in hotel lobbies. 


Honorable Order of Kentucky 
Colonels pre-Derby dinner at Ken- 
tucky Hotel drew 500 to sip mint 
julep Friday (5). Don Albert's or- 
chestra imported for occasion. Gov. 
Chandler named 12 new Colonels, 
two generals and an admiral. Cere- 
monies were aired over WHAS, with 
Bryan Field, New York turf writer 
and announcer as m.c. Those receiv- 
ing colonelcies were: David Butler. 
director; Walter Brennan, actor, and 
Joseph M. Schenck, producer, hon- 
ored for their parts in producing 
‘Kentucky’; and Don Ameche, whose 





of NAB, and Mrs. Miller, arrived in| 
one of the special cars from Wash- | 


Va., owner of a number of West! 


posed for photographs in ‘Mammy’ 
(Happy) | 


| ccinenslianion was withheld until he 
isang ‘Easter Parade.’ 

James E. Sauter, of New York City. 

radio program organizer, was one of 
a Derby party which came in four 
| special cars frora Washington, D. C. 
Special Police Court, Saturday 
| night (6) disposed of 235 cases in two 
‘hours and 35 minutes. Majority of 
'cases involved drunkenness, 

Courier-Journal beat its  roto- 
gravure picture record of Derby 

|finish last year by two minutes this 
year. First roto with pic of finish 
was on the street one hour and 27 
'minutes after the pic was snapped 
jat the Downs. Associated Press 
was transmitting a picture of John- 
stown’s victory from coast to coast 
just 16 minutes after the Derby fin- 
ish. Race was over at 4:32 p.m. and 
first picture of the finish was moving 
by Wirephoto at 4:48 p.m. 
| L. B. Wilson, director of WCKY, 
Covington, was a guest in Room 20, 
reserved for some 75 selected mil- 
lionaires. 

For first time big race was tagged 
i‘Derby’ at all times over Station 
WHAS and CBS network. Pronun- 
ciation ‘Darby,’ over which there was 
;much controversy in former years, 
;} went into the discard this year, as 
majority of race fans objected stren- 
uously to the English pronunciation. 


| Ask 100-Watter Station 
For Burlington, N. C. 


Charlotte, N. C., May 9. 
| Incorporators of the Alamance 
Broadcasting Co., a firm chartered 





|with a view toward establishing a 
| radio station in Burlington, has filed 
|}application with the Federal Com- 
munications commission for final 
authority to set up a unit here. 
| R. R. Isenhour, C. V. Sharpe, V. W. 
| Lane, all of Burlington, and A. J. 
| Fletcher, Raleigh, have subscribed 
$700 of an authorized $100,000 capital 
stock jn the corporation. 
Application is being made for per- 
mission to set up a 100-watt station. 





WLW Acts Re-Monicker 
Cincinnati, May 9. 

Kresup Erion, soprano, on WLW 
programs, including the new ‘Vocal 
Varieties’ edition, has changed her 
first name to Kaye. 

Harry Mummae, basso, on the 
same station, has adopted Michael 
Stewart as his monicker. 





—* 
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Shotwell Group for Copyright Changes 
That Would Oddly Affect Networks 


+ 
+ 
| 








| 
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| KOIL’S GOLDEN SPIKE Formality committee of the group, 


'which under the leadership of Dr. 


BROADCAST PAY OFF tecommendations for changes in the 


U. S. copyright law has expressed it- 








Omaha, May 9. 

Total of 13 hours and 37 minutes 
was devoted by station KOIL to the 
‘Golden Spike’ celebration in con- 
nection with the world preem here 
of ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) flicker. All 
sponsored by Omaha National Bank. 
With exception of a 30-minute sus- 
tainer dramatic script on the Mutual 
and originated in KOIL. 


self as being in favor of the elimina- 
tion of the compulsory provision in 
the present law and the portion ex- 
empting coin-operated machines 
from paying performing fees. Com- 
mittee may also recommend that 
phonograph records be granted a sec- 
|ondary copyright. 

| Observers in the trade point out 
that the adoption of a secondary 


| _ KOIL erected a glass studio on the | copyright would place NBC and Co- 
Douglas County Courthouse lawn for | lumbia in a curious position. Each is 
the broadcast of its ‘Opry House’ | affiliated with record manufacturing 


| by Secretary of State Thad Eure} 


shows, so that the public could 
watch the broadcasts. 


Flit Time for Stanco 


Standard Oi! of New Jersey 
| (Stanco) is switching the plug on 
| its script series, ‘The Career of 
| Alice Blair’ to Flit for the summer 
| spell. World Broadcasting will 
| continue to turn out the records as 
|part of the latter’s Gold Network 
sales arrangement. Schedule is five 
programs a week. 

Stations on the World list getting 
the business are WOR, Newark; 
WCAU, Philadelphia; WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, and WBAL, Baltimore. WLW, 
Cincinnati, is being added and there 
will be a Chicago outlet. 


Felix Hinkle Runs WHBC 


Akron, May 9. 

Felix Hinkle, former business man- 
ager of the now defunct Scripps- 
Howard Akron Times-Press, has 
been named manager of WHBC, sub- 
sidiary of Brush-Moore Newspapers. 
Hinkle succeeds Paul Morgan who 
several months ago was transferred 
to the radio post after a number of 











interests and each has affiliated sta- 
| tions which use phonograph records 
| If phonograph records are invested 
| with a secondary copyright, NBC and 
CBS will, through these interlocking 
| subsidiaries, be able to collect broad- 
icast royalties from such station af- 
filiates. It will be a case of the net- 
works having to choose just where 
their greater interest lies. 
Automatic 

Under the compulsory provision of 
the copyright law a copyrighted 
|number becomes available to all re- 
'corders once a license has been 
lissued for recording purposes. The 
| Provision was adopted some 20 years 
| ago after competitive companies 
charged that Victor was able to cor- 
ral the recording rights to copy- 
righted music by paying top figures 
on an exclusive basis. 

As the statute now stands a place 
| using a mechanical device repro- 
ducing music is exempt from paying 
royalties as long as the spot does not 
charge admission. With this exemp- 
tion out of the way copyright owners 
would be able to collect royalties 
from public places where coin- 
operated machines are in use, or 
where the proprietor depends on his 
own phonograph record player for 
music. 











years as business manager of the 
Canton Repository. Bert Lahr set for guesting with 

WHEC is now completing a new|Bing Crosby, Rudy Vallee and 
building and transmitter. Screen Guild show. 
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The 1939-40 Variety Radio 
Directory will thoroughly 
and authoritatively cover 
every complex phase of the 
broadcasting industry. 
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After Years of Adverse 


Publicity 


Over Radio, Insurance Files Suit: 


Name of Company Not Mentioned! 





Libel action for $550,000 damages 


was filed last week (3) against the | 
Co., | 
Inc., operators ,of WMCA, by the| 


. | several weeks ago program tagged 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., in | 5¢V°"* S ago prog &g 


Knickerbocker Broadcasting 


the supreme court in N. Y., listing 
22 causes of action. While the ac- 
tion admits that the name of the 
plaintiff was not mentioned by Don- 
ald Besidine, in his broadcasts on 
insurance, a company with assets of 
$4,000,000,000 was mentioned. 

The plaintiff claims to be the only 
company with that amount of assets. 


plenty of while they 


burn. 


respect even 


Metropolitan Answering 
Started on WNEW, New York, 


C. Hill, has been shifted by its spon- 


to WOR, N. Y., Monday (8). WNEW, 
however, will retain the program, 
airing a transcription of each broad- 
cast one night after it’s done on 
WOR. Latter contract is for 52 
weeks in a 9:15-9:30 p.m. spot set by 
Young & Rubicam. WNEW spot is 


‘Stop, Look and Listen,’ with Edwin | 


sor, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.,} s'arted a series of programs labeled 





$4444 4444. 
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Back Fence Gossip 
Janesville, Wis. 


is featured in a new series of shows | ance to radio, Object of series 
titled ‘Meet Missus 
preeming May 5. Programs will be; themselves. e 
held in a local theatre weekly, spon- | ‘ 
| sored by local grocers. 

Interviews will be along the line 





Bureau of Missing Business 


(This department is devoted to discussion of types of ad- 
Paul Ruhle, WCLO news speiler,; V¢rtising that, for one reason or another, usually offer resist- 


is to stimulate thought and ex- 


2 >| ; . ~ . . . . 

Janesville’ | change of ideas, Persons within the trade are invited to express 
ither on specific subjects brought up, or on related 
| aspects overlooked or not covered.) 





of back fence gossip of the city. 





Denver. 
| With the idea inspir 


Station operators and reps are 
‘ by the old | agreed that the outstanding advance 
| Tabor Grand Opera House, KLZ has | made in the spot broadcasting field | 
during the past season has been the | 

‘The Silver Dollar Theatre.’ Casts} consistent sale of marginal time to 
for the plays are picked from the | experienced advertisers. Both fac- 
Denver Civic theatre group and/tions figure that they have pretty 
ALZ’s own staff. | well annihilated the old antagonism 
‘Haw’ Tabor’s favorite daughter} toward buying the periods preceed- 
was Rosemary Silver Dollar Echo/ ing 7:30 a.m. and following 11 p.m. 
Honeymoon Tabor, and half the sa-| by producing a series of unquestion- 


} 


Some of the charges were to the ef- | 7-7:15 p.m. Both run Monday through 
fect that too much insurance is sold Friday. 


needlessly, high pressure salesman- In order to effect the shift and 
ship is used, the public is bled of| start the transcription arrangement 
hard-earned money and overcharged, 
and immigrants are browbeaten. 





earlier programs on Monday (8). 
Hill’s Monday night stint at WOR 

Besidine is a new advertiser over | was then aired on WNEW last night 
WMCA in emulation of Morris H. (Tuesday). Airing the oldie was the 
Siegel who has been lambasting in- | only way WNEW’S time could be 
dustrial-type insurance over the} filled. Formula used at the outset 
various stations of New York for| on WNEW will be retained. 


Not the Main Blaster 





with WNEW working, the latter sta- | 
tion aired a plaiter of one of Hill’s| 


loons in the old territory used ‘Sil- 
ver Dollar’ in the name. 





Western Union Tie-Up 
Louisville. 
teve A. Cisler, who recently re- 
signed as general manager of KTHS, 
Hot Springs, to take over the man- 
agement of WGRC, New Albany- 
Louisville, has installed innovations. 
Cisler has arranged a tie-up with 
the local Western Union offices, 
whereby station announces the time 


j}able success stories. 


| What is regarded as the latest 
trend in this direction is General 
Mills spotting of a transcribed ver- 
sion of ‘Jack Armstrong’ on KMOX, 
St. Louis, at 7:30 in the morning. It 
catches the kids just before they 
|leave for school. The food proces- 
sor expects to do more than de- 
| velop a taste for its breakfast brands. 
By furnishing something that will 
| stimulate the youngsters into getting 
|up early, General Mills anticipates 


four years. Siegel spends about $150,- 
000 a year for radio time and has re- WNEW between 


cently extended to Boston. He ex- 
pected to eventually take in 
whole Inter-city group of Atlantic 
seaboard towns. 

The insurance industry has been 
in a state of near-apoplexy over the 
adverse publicity poured out by 
Siegel. The latter does not sell in- 
surance but collects a percentage of 
such sums he is able to retrieve from 
lapsed policies and other situations 
too complicated for the policyholders 
to understand, Siegel is privately 
described as a veritable ringmaster 
snapping his whip in the offices of 
the insurance companies and getting 





the | 


Quiet battle is taking place on 
Hill’s insurance 
and insurance advisors. 
Hill’s programs consist of dramatiza- 
tions of case histories from Metro- 
politan files. It’s not pointed out but 
dramatizations are written as warn- 
ings against heeding advice of coun- 
sellors, scripts emphasizing against 
taking advice from ‘anybody other 
than a man in the insurance busi- 
ness.’ 

Dick Brooks is aired thrice weekly, 


| sponsor 





Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
backed by Graham-Kirk, Inc., insur- 
ance advisors. Hill doesn’t air on 
Saturday and Brooks takes his 
(Hill’s) 7 p.m. spot on that day with 


at fifteen-minute intervals, credit-|™uch good-will from among the 
ing Western Union. In turn, girls | mothers. If the KMOX experiment 
manning the W. U. switchboard, an- | clicks the account proposes to extend 
swer all inquiries for the time, by | such disk placements to many other 
saying, ‘It is .... o’clock, tune in | Markets. 

WGRC. Local W. U. manager esti- | As for the late night stretch the 
mates there are about 1,500 calls a| broadcasters are making headway in 





day asking for the correct time | selling advertisers on the idea of try- 
clearing through his switchboard. | ing to capture the consumer interest 
| of college students by airing phono- 

Forest Fire ‘Forecast’ | Sraph records containing the latest 
Hartford. | stencillings of leading name bands 

Connecticut State Forest Fire | between 11 and 1:30 p.m. Approach 


Service has ordered all fire wardens | has been mainly from broadcasters 
in the state to listen nightly to a|°Perating in communities where 
forest fire forecast aired by WDRC | there are several colleges, with a 


Is given at the conclusion of the 1 ;couple cig manufacturers reported 








counteractions to Hill’s effect through 
the week. Brooks is scheduled at 
8:30 p.m. the other two days. 
Morris Siegel, who calls himself 
the Policy Holders Advisory Coun- 
cil, is on WNEW every day in the 
a.m., including Sunday. He also 
uses WMCA, N. Y., time. Metropol- 
itan advertises Hill’s programs in al- | 








































ALL-NEGRO COMMERCIAL 


KXOK, St. Louis, Has Participation 
Jubilee Singers 
St. Louis, May 9. 
KXOK has sold six colored busi- 
ness firms on co-sponsoring a weekly 
series of programs, ‘The Jubilee 
Singers.’ It’s the first local alliance 
of the kind. Program is recorded 
and the contract is for 13 weeks. 
Linked in the sponsorship are 
Boy’s Laundry, Stivers Motor Co., 
Johnson’s Deluxe restaurant, Careful 
Cab Co., Calumet Taxicab Co., and 
the St. Louis Argus. Local colored 
population is 11%, or around 100,000. 
Idea was hatched and carried out by 
Fred Bryant, of the station’s sales 
staff. 
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Chrysler, through J. Sterling Get- 
chell, Detroit, spotting nightly an- 
nouncements on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, for eight weeks. 


Repres' ntatise 














most every suburban N. Y, daily. | 
| Tulsa, Okla., on KVOO, Tulsa, for 


p.m. Esso News. 
Forecast includes 











information on 


humidity and other necessary data. 


United States Forest Department. 





Dept. Store Sales Chats 
Tulsa. 
Brown-Dunkin Department Store, 


new series of morning programs 15 
minutes at 10:15 am. Four sales- 
people from store are brought before 
the microphone to tell in ‘man-to- 
man’ chats about store merchandise. 





One Stenog to Another 
New Orleans. 

To attract attention to a WWL 
brochure-file, a page of stenographic 
short-hand was used as a preface. 

It translated as a plea from Vince 
Callahan’s secretary, Marion Mc- 
Clusky, to the secretaries of other 
busy execs. Would the girls please 
see that the matter was shoved un- 
der the boss’ schnoz when he was 
mentally present? 








Indoor Games for Kids 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

WHP Junior Town program, con- 
ducted by Ed Smith, originates from 
the Victoria theatre, local film 
house, Saturday mornings. Broad- 
cast is sandwiched with action pic- 
tures and draws between 1,000 to 
1,300 kids per session. 

Program includes balloon-blowing 
and milk-drinking contests. There 
are also Wednesday and Friday aft- 
ernoon programs of the same series 
with the kids taking part from 
WHP’s studios. 

















KYA’s Musical Boekiet 

San Francisco. 
Booklet containing an 
two-hour concert of recorded classical 
music aired over KYA, as well as a 
list of other outstanding programs 
for the month, and several articles 
on music, is being prepared by the 
local Hearst transmitter under the 
title of ‘A Guide to Better Music.’ 
Major musical events in the city 


tioned. 

Leading advertisers on the station 
get complimentary space in 
booklet, which is the brain-child of 
station manager Reiland Quinn. J. 
Clarence Myers is editing the 
monthly issues, copies of which are 
offered to listeners for ten cents 
and are also being sold at various 
downtown newsstands. Announce- 
ments plugging the booklet 
made during the ‘Evening Concert’ 
as well as a similar morning broad- 
| cast, 





| weather, condition of state forests, | 


Reports are supplied station by the | 


entire | 
month’s programs for the nightly | 


during the month are also men-| 


the | 


are | 


|as seriously considering giving the 
| proposal a whirl. 

Still another marginal segment 
which gives indication of panning 
gold is that which comes before 8 
jam, Saturdays. Data dug up by 
Broadcasters show that the average 
family in the small community buys 
60% or more of its weekly food on 
Saturdays. Since most of the coun- 
try’s industrial plants are operating 
on a five-day-week the wife has her 
share of the pay envelope at hand 
Friday nights and a survey has dis- 
closed that as a rule the small town 
wife is out Saturday morning doing 
the major part of her week’s food 
shopping. 





More on Dept. Stores 


Santa Rosa, Cal., May 9%. 

Six quarter-hour newscasts, orig- 
inating in the window of the White 
House department store here and 
aired at three p.m. daily last week, 
were sponsored by the store to cele- 
brate its 72nd anniversary. Loud- 
speakers outside the window per- 
mitted onlookers to hear the broad- 
casts by Howard McCauley, who 
handled the programs with the as- 
sistance of producer Gordon Brown. 
The news dispatches were received 
in the window over a Western Union 
teletype machine. A daily ‘special’ 
was advertised in the window and 
alsu plugged in the commercial copy. 

Department store managers from 
all parts of the United States wit- 
nessed a similar series of broadcasts 
in San Francisco during the recent 
National Radio Open House Week, 
when Frisco staged a total of 50 
programs in the window of the city’s 
largest department store, The Em- 
porium, on Market street. These 
programs, chiefly newscasts, were 
sustaining. 





Helped Deal Along 
New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 
Variety, I think, deserves some 
|eredit for WOR landing the five- 


| times-a-week, 52-week Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Co. show, ‘Stop, Look 





_ Robert Benson Resumes Yodel 
Philadelphia, May 9. 

Robert Benson, who a month ago 
| quit as half of a piano-vocal team 
| on WCAU to take a job as announcer 
| at the station, gave up the new job 
this week. He’s decided he’d rather 
sing and has resumed his old spot 
| with his partner, billed as Benson 
and Marr. 

John Franklin, of WIP, succeeds 
|him on the gab staff. Allen Fort, 


| of Chattanooga, is filling Franklin’s 
| spot, 





| KL2Z's Silver Dollar Theatre NO. 6—EARLY AND LATE HOURS 


and Listen With Edwin C. Hill.’ Be- 
cause it was Variety's ‘Bureau of 
Missing Business’ that provoked the 
first step leading to the contract. 

As far as I’m concerned, Variety’s 
Bureau is one of the most construc- 
tive editorial features Variety has 
sprung in quite some time. 

This statement is probably weight- 
ed with a little bias. But what state- 
ment wouldn’t—when prompted by 
the pressure of a good contract 
signed by a company whose name 
and program should add prestige to 
any station’s list of accounts. 

Joseph Creamer. 
Prudential te Columbia 

Prudential Life Insurance becomes 
a customer of CBS May 29 by way 
of a five-times-a-week serial, ‘When 
a Girl’s Married.’ It scheduled for 
2:45-3 p. m. EDST. 

Hookup will consist of 50 stations. 
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Spot Campaigns 


(New, Renewed or Pending) 





McRoskey Airflex Mattress Co., 
through Emil Brisacher & Staff, has 
renewed through July 20 its weekly 
quarter-hour ‘Sleep Serenade’ with 
Archie Presby, reader, tenor George 
Nickson and organist Leslie Harvey 
on KPO, San Francisco. 





Studebaker is renewing its three- 
a-week evening spot schedule for an 
additional 13 weeks through the 
Roche, Williams & Cunnynham 
agency, Chicago. 

With 26 weeks of night time spot 
on a three-a-week schedule, it rates 
a: the fattest chunk of coin that has 
lended in the laps of the local sta- 
tion reps in a month of Sundays. 





WCAE, Pittsburgh, New biz: 

Bayuk Cigars, continuation of Sam 
Balter’s Inside of Sports to June 10, 
through Ivey-Ellington. 

Grennan Bakeries, station break 
five times weekly for four weeks, 
through Campbell-Mithum. 

Independent Wall-Paper Co., re- 
newal of participation in Morning 
Express four times weekly for eight 
weeks. 

Packard Berk Co., minute disc an- 
nouncements twice weekly for four 
weeks, through W. S. Hill. 

Washington State Apple Commis- 
sion, 50-word announcements twice 
daily, five times weekly for two 
weeks, through J. Walter Thompson. 

Sweetheart Soap has ‘taken over 
sponsorship of three noon-time 
newscasts weekly (Monday, Wednes- 
day, Friday) from Wilen Wines on 
WCAE, Pittsburgh. Other three 
periods have been renewed by Os- 
wald-Hess Packing Co. Bob McKee 
does the spieling for both bank- 
rollers, 


Russell Grey Calls ’Em 


Philadelphia. May 9. 


Russell Grey, dean of Philly agency 
men, gave rein to a yen of years 
standing last week by assigning him- 
self as announcer on a new show 
which one of his clients is sponsor- 
ing on WFIL. He is also doing all 
the production on the unusual show, 
which is tagged ‘It’s Restaurant 
Time.’ 

Sponsored by Mrs. Smith’s Pies, 
program plugs all the restaurants in 
the city which use the b-r.ers pro- 
ducts. Featuring waxings of name 
bands, it runs across the board in 
an evening spot. 

Grey is associated with the Rich- 
ard A. Foley agency. 








American Tobacco Co. (Roi-Tan 
cigars), through Lord & Thomas, 
New York, signed for seven night 
announcements weekly for 13 weeks 
on KSFO, San Francisco. 





| Inc., 


LOADINGS AT WXYZ 


29 New Accounts on Bill of Laden 
During April 








Detroit, May 9. 
WXYZ's new biz contracts during 
April hit an all-time record for sta- 
tion, total of 29 new accounts being 
added during the month. . 


Included were four new NBC con- 
tracts, 11 spots for local programs 
and the remaining 14 new spot cam- 
paigns. NBC biz includes General 
Mills, Quaker Oats, Westinghouse 
and Old Gold, 

New local biz includes programs 
for Pfeiffer Brewery, Ekhardt & 
Becker Brewing Co., Associated In- 
vestment, Ford Motor (livestock re- 
ports), Cluett Peabody, General Bak- 
ing Co., Lutheran Church, Saint Ger- 
main Press, Blue Ribbon Stations, 
Unity and Liberal Credit 
Clothes. Spot campaigns comprise 
Cuticura Soap (renewal), Michigan 
Consolidated Gas, Grocers Spotlight, 
Liberal Credit Clothes, J. L. Hudson 
Co., Koppitz Beer, Michigan Mutual 
Liability Co., Oldsmobile, Pringle 
Furniture, Peoples Outfitting Co., 
Washington State Apples, Kling’s 
Beer and Sinovac. 
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Lennen & Mitchell (Open Minded 


In Search for Woodbury Pattern 








Add: New Lawyers 


Washington, May 9. 

Dozen additional radio attorneys 
admitted last week to practice before 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, New batch includes: 

George Davis Cary, Washington, 
D. C.; W. N. Cuddy, Anchorage, 
Alaska; Fenton B. Culley, Jr., Evans- 
ville, Ind.; William H. Dietrich, 
Beardstown, Il.; Emmet Glore, Mis- 
soula, Mont.; E. H. Hogueland, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Hannibal N. Joyce, 
Martinsville, Va.; Emanuel Leof, 
Philadelphia; Gilbert E. Moody, Tur- 
lock, Calif.; George A. Shives, Cin- 
cinnati; William J. Van Allen, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 








Seven-Up- Bottling Co. (soft 
drink), through Allied Advertising, 
San Francisco, on KSRO, Santa Rosa, 


| Cal., with 123 spot announcements. 





Lennen & Mitchell is departing 
somewhat from its usual policy in 
picking a show for the quarter-hour 
spot it has contracted for in behalf 
of Woodbury Soap on CBS Friday 
nights (7:45-8), starting July 7, The 
agency is throwing the doors wide 
open to listen to all sorts of pro- 
gram ideas, preferably new. 

Cholly Knickerbocker, Hearst so- 
ciety columnist, had been under con- 
sideration, but this is now totally 
out. 


Chuck Myers Re-elected 


Portland, Ore., May 9. 

C. W. (Chuck) Myers, KOIN, was 
re-elected president of the Pacific 
Northwest division of the National 
ssociation of Broadcasters at @ 
meeting of the regional group last 
weekend. 

Myers was formerly national prez 
of the NAB. 
































Premier Vacuum Cleaning Co. will 
sponsor ‘Air-Grams’ on KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, three morning quarter- 
hours weekly for next 13 weeks. 
Show features Dorothy Bushey and 
Pat Haley, who have been on sus- 
taining for some time now, with 
Bernie Armstrong accempanying 
them at piano. 

Look Magazine has signed for 48 
participations in the Yankee Net- 
work News Service, four’ times 
weekly, starting May 9. Contract 
placed through Farrall & Co., Des 


Moines. WNAC, WTHT, WSAR, 
WEAN, WICC, WNLC, WCSH, 
WLBZ, WFEA, WATR, WNBH, 


WLLH, WLNH, WRDO, WCOU, and 
WHAIL. 

Borden’s Milk set with KOIN- 
KALE, Portland, Ore., for 15 shows 
each week, all built around news. 

Pullman Company is carrying 100- 
word announcements on ‘Boone 
County Caravan’ on WSAI, Cincin- 
nati, to May 30. Contract through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago. 





Phileco Radio Corp. through 
Thompson-Holmes, San _ Francisco, 
using 50 announcements on KSRO, | 
Santa Rosa, Cal. 





California Fruit Growers Ex- 
change (pectin), through Lord & 
Thomas, Los Angeles, participating 
in Elma Latta Hackett’s ‘Your Home’ 
program thrice weekly on KSFO, 
San Francisco, for 13 weeks. Mrs. | 
Hackett’s ‘Friendly Homemaker’ pro- 
gram gets a weekly participation by 
Everkleen Manufacturing Co. (furn- 
iture cleaner), through L. C. Cole, 
San Francisco. 


CBS Dividend Up 


CBS has returned to its 1937 divi- , 
dend level. The network's board of 
directors last Wednesday (31) de- 
clared a 35c dividend on the Class A 
and Class B stocks of $2.50 par value, | 
payable June 9 to stockholders of | 
record May 26. 

Dividend for the previous quarter 
was 25c. It was the same for the | 
second quarter of 1938. 
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For Men Who Want FACTS—Not FANCY 


We submit an 


WLW vs. COMBINED DOMINANT LOCAL STATIONS 
in 13 MARKETS 


See the Crosley Building at the New York World’s Fair 


analysis of 





Gone are, the days when a station or network could make blithe claims about 
coverage. Today cautious buyers demand unbiased facts and figures. Today 
WLW presents such facts compiled by unquestionable, authoritative sources. 


During the week of March 22 through March 28, 1939, Ress Federal Re- 
search Corporation, made 118,920 telephone calls, of which 78,793 calls 
were completed, in 12 cities: Columbus, Fort Wayne, Indianapolis, Louis- 
ville, Charleston, Dayton, Lexington, Muncie, Kokomo, Newark (Ohio), 
Springfield (Ohio) and Lima. In the 13th market, Cincinnati, out of 21,883 
calls made by Alberta Burke Marketing and Research, 14,947 were completed. 


Findings bring much food for thought, leading off with this important cer- 
tainty: The average audience tuned to WLW from 8:30 A.M. to 10:30 P.M. 
Monday through Friday is 111.8% greater than, or 2.1 times that of the 10 
dominant local stations serving these markets. The combined costs of these 
10 dominant local stations is $1,830 per hour, while that of WLW is $1,080. 
Therefore, the cost of the local stations is 69.4 % greater than that of WLW. 


Since the dominant local stations collectively have an average of 22.8% of 
the audience listening to the radios in their respective markets and their com- 
bined costs amount to $1,830 per hour, then on an identical cost per listener 
basis WLW,’s rate should be $3,876 per hour, inasmuch as WLW’s average 
audience is 48.3% of the sets in use in these same markets. (And this dis- 
parity is based on the unfactual assumption that WLW’s coverage is confined 
to the city limits of these 13 cities!) 


AND REMEMBER: These cost comparisons completely ignore WLW’s 


almost absolute dominance in the small towns and rural areas. 


IF YOU WOULD KNOW THE WHOLE STORY 
PLEASE WRITE WLW, 
TELEVISION AND BROADCASTING, NEW YORK 


or TRANSAMERICAN 


ASK FOR “MORE FACTS AND FIGURES ON WHY I SHOULD BUY 


THE NATION'S STATION” 
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Canadian Pioneer Dies at 38 





Ted Rogers, Manufacturer and Operator of CFRB, 
Toronto, Had Spectacular Success 





Toronto, May 9. 
The man who placed on the world 
market the first commercial light- 


densers and chokes. He finally found 
the right combination, 
In 1925 he put on the world market 


socket radio receiving set and 
thereby made the battery radio ob- 
solete except where no light current 
available, Edward S. (Ted) 
died here Saturday (6) in 
his 38th year. One of the youngest | 





was 


; sets were ripped apart for examina- 
| tion and used as the basis of similar 


Rogers 


of the Dominion’s business leaders, | 


he was president of Rogers-Majestic | 
Corp. and owner-operator of Can-| 
ada’s most powerful private station, | 
CFRB, Toronto. He had been ill} 
only three days. 

While attending high school here 
in 1911, Rogers first heard of radio. | 
He immediately built a set with an | 
electrolytic detector, changed it for | 


the first home radio to operate by 


hcusehold current. He was 24. | Dept. will be split into five sub- 
Rogers-Majestic Corp. grew from | divisions, to serve eater ~P 7 ~~ 
that discovery. World patent rights | ductions, variety, features and 
were sold and dozens of his early drama, and overseas program di-| 


batteryless sets now in universal use. 


'From 3BP grew CFRB, Toronto, most 


powerful private station in the Do- 
minion. 

Rogers is survived by his widow, | 
Velma; a son, Samuel, 6; his mother, 
Mrs. A. S. Rogers, and a brother, J. | 
Ellsworth Rogers, both of Toronto; | 
a sister, Mrs. J. Garner of Chicago. | 





In Austraiia 











a crystal detector when that dis-| 
covery was announced, and con- | 
tinued experimenting. 

After the Armistice, he became | 


Canada’s leading amateur. With the | 
call letters 3BP, he went on the att | 
in 1921 with a half-kilowatt spark 
transmitter. Reports came in of re- 
ception on the Coast, a remarkable | 
feat in those days. Sent to bleak | 
Ardrossen, Scotland, by a group of | 
American amateurs to catch trans- 
Atlantic signals from this continent, 
Paul Godley sat in a tent before a 
receiving set tuned in on America. 
Godley heard young Rogers and his 
3BP, Toronto. 

Graduating from the School of 
Practical Science at the University 
of Toronto, Rogers went into the 
laboratories of the Independent 
Telephone Co. a subsidiary of the 
Canadian General Electric Corp. On 
a visit to an American laboratory, 
Rogers saw a small, experimental 
radio tube designed to operate from 
the customary 110-volt electric light 
circuit. 

He was advised by engineers that 
it would be hopeless to develop this 
commercially. When Rogers re- 
turned to Toronto, he carried in his 
pocket the Canadian patent rights to 
the tube. A year of research fol- 
lowed. He experimented with varied 
arrangements of transformers, con- 
re 


' 











pean crisis. 


Lotte Lehmann here for Austral- 
lal 


Broadcasting Commission. 





Air commentators going very eas- 

ily with matter covering new Euro- | 

Wised by officials not | 

to take slaps against British govern- 
ment. 





Allen Doone may do a couple of | 
Irish plays for the Austrialian 
Broadcasting Commission. 











H., M. Bateman, English cartoon- | 
ist, will give a series of lectures for 


| 
‘ ‘ ee | 
Australian Broadcasting Commission. | 





2 KY, Sydney, to air the premiere 
of Wirth’s Circus. First time saw- 
dust and spangles have gone over 
the commercial airway in this spot. 
| 





. | : 3 
Community singing still remains a, 2"4 XEUZ here are allowing the/~awn Tennis Association for permit 


top fave over both 


commercials. 


national and | 





German short-wave station now 
uses femme announcer concert pro- | 
grams. Hits here strongly. | 

Doreen McKay, femme announcer | 
on 2-SM, Sydney, is on her way to} 
U.S. to 0.0. radio conditions there. | 











Will also cover the Fair, | 


Everything NEW but the 
Rhapsody in Biue 


PAUL 
WHITEMAN 


Peter Dawson nixed a concert tour , 
for Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion and is now set with Greater 
Union Theatres. Dawson will prob- 
ably do some airings during visit. 













General Electric’s new short-waver 
from Treasure Island, San Francisco 





























| Technical Men Grouped 


| 


London, May 1. 
With the aim of coordinating tech- 
nical methods, BBC is to establish a 
new department to centralize bal- 
ence and control of London pro- 
'srams. Chief is Dr. F. W. Alexan- 
| der, and his assistant is A. W. Par- 
‘ish; personnel will consist of all 
itechnicians handling this work at 
|present in various program depart- 
‘ments together with the effects staff. 





visions, 


ASSURES MARITIMES 


St. John, N. B., May 9. 


Privately owned stations in this| 


area have been assured by C. D. 
Howe, Canadian Transport Minister, 
that CBS, Sackville, N. B., new Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. outlet, will 
not prove serious competition to 


‘them. While on a local visit Howe | famous 


said that CBA would cover only the 
rural areas of New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 


| heretofore poorly serviced, and that | 


the non-CBC stations had nothing 
to fear about CBS cutting in on their 
income from local or national busi- 
ness. 

Howe added that the programs 
fed to CBA will be mostly of the 
culture classification and that the 
station won't be able to put on many 


local programs because of lack of | 
| funds. 





Anti-Fascist Germans 
Broadcast in Mexico 


Mexico City, May 9. 
Government radio stations XEFO 





League for German Culture in 
Mexico, composed of prominent Teu- 
ton business and professional men, 
an hour every Thursday evening for 
broadcasting a campaign against 
communism and _,fascism. 

Speakers include L. Vicente Lom- 
bardo Toledano, Mexico’s labor boss. 


Nashville DX’er’s Sked 


Nashville, May 9. 

WSM’s new ultra high frequency 
affiliate, W4XA, is now on a regular 
schedule of 35% hours a_ week. 
W4XA operates on 26,150 ke (26.15 
megacycles) with a power of 1,000 
watts. It is licensed to experiment 
with short waves in local broadcast- 
ing. 

The shortwaver was constructed 
by WSM engineers and its transmit- 
ter is located in the heart of Nash- 
ville’s residential district. 








Chris Ellis has been designated by 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to 
cover procession of the King and 
Queen of England at the Montreal 
City Hall next week and will hop 
to Ottawa for similar assignment 
there. 





SOOO 9444446646644446464646664 


; London Calling ; 


TH44444444444444644644444 


BBC has placed contracts with 
Marconi’s for two new transmitters 
to replace existing plant serving 
London and North regions at Brook- 
mans Park and Moorside Edge, aris- 
ing from Montreux convention at 
which power limit for European 
medium waveband stations was 
upped to 120 kilowatts. Both sta- 


tions currently operate on 70 kw., 
but the new equipment will raise 
| output strength to 120 kw. 





Alien Newscasts 
Prompt Revision 


Of BBC Schedule 


London, May 1. 
Use of BBC transmitters for goy. 
ernment purposes is causing re. 











| Both transmitters will go into cer- | 
in the Spring of 1940, when 


| vice 
Montreux plan takes effect. 





June 14 will bring into service two 
inew BBC transmitters serving west 
of England. Stations are at Start 
Point and Clevedon, and will replace 
existing low power plants at Ply- 
| mouth and Bournemouth, both latter 
going out of commission on that 
date. 








‘Me and My Girl,’ including the 
‘Lambeth Walk,’ televized 
direct from Victoria Palace; entire 
second house of twice-nightly show 
| was put over. 





Geoffrey Gilbey, well known rac- 
| ing journalist, will do a series of 
|weekly quarter hour programs as 
|commentator on sporting subjects 
ifor Radio Normandy commencing 
| May 10. 





Edith Day’s first appearance in a 
BBC music productions program will 
be as Madame Sans-Gene in ‘The 
Duchess of Dantzic.’ 





Erwin Wasey & Co. has placed 
contract with IBC for another year’s 
Radio Normnady service for Fairy 
Soap. 








Gaumont-British dickering with 
| to put international championships at 
Wimbledon on their theatre visio 
screens. 








WMCA, New York, cuffo deal for 
an exchange of broadcasts with Nor- 
mandy begins with a waxing of Lee 
Grant Orchestra (house staff at 
WMCA) and the first Normandy pro- 
duction was ‘Ye Old English Miero- 
phone,’ dramatizing a 
English scene. 


traditional 





Freezone Corn Remover, which 
started on Radio Normandy in 1936, 
have authorized C. Mitchell & Co, to 
renew for another year. 





Toscanini’s arrival in London to 
conduct BBC series of Beethoven 
concerts was most unorthodox; 
stepping from the train at Waterloo 
station, he was knocked down and 
trampled on by fans who had assem- 
bled to welcome—Spencer Tracy! 





Charlie Coborn replaces Syd 
Walker in first three programs of 
BBC ‘Roundabout’ series, on account 
of Walker being held up by picture 
work. 











And His Bay, hits here at nice strength 
around 10:30 p.m. Carries a cork- 
ALL-AMERICAN ing news service and is gaining a 
BAND lot of listeners. 
+ —— we | =| Jam Rubini airing for Albert-Doyle 
CHESTERFIELD commercial chain. 
i” ag Stuart Doyle is seeking additional 
Oenst-to-Const stix stations to hook with Common- 
Wed., 8:30 P.M, wealth Broadcasters. 
D.S.T. 
+> 
Exclusive 
Direction 
ARTISTS 
Management 
ne. 
11 EF. 45th &8t. 
rose Montreal, May 9 
: ontreal, May 9: 
ocr ty = Private broadcasters have become 
worried by the implications of a deal 








which the Canadian 











Broadcasting 


THE O'NEILLS’ 


JANE WEST 




















By 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


|AUGHTER TEARS avo [{EART-THROBS 


pure 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EDST 
IN cBS - WABC— 2:15 te 2:30 P.M. EDST 
e« 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


Canadian Deal With P&G Vexes 
[Indie Stations; See Selves Out-Smarted 





Co. has worked out for one of its 
regional networks with Procter & 
Gamble. The government will carry 
two installments of two serials on 
a sustaining basis as long as the 
time for the other three weekly 
programs is underwritten. The non- 
CBC operators regard this arrange- 
ment as some form of underselling | 
and are wondering whether they will | 
have to resort to similar methods. 








The two serials which P&G has| 
tied up for the CBS hookup are | 
‘Vie de Famille’ (Chipso) and ‘La | 
Pension Valdare’ (Ivory). The gov- 
ernment will pay the entire cost 
of talent and lines for the sustaining 
phases of the series, and it is re- 
ported that CBC will even share the 
talent costs on the commercial pro- 
grams, charging this to the French 
language budget allotted by Par- 
liament. 

Private broadcasters are talking 
about protesting to Premier King or 
Transport Minister Howe on the 
ground that public tax money is be- 
ing used to undersell private sta- 
tions which are themselves taxpay- 
ers. Private broadcasters declare 
that they have been completely dis- 








| competition of Canadian Broadcast- 


appeasement policy and are regret- 
ting their failure to appear before 
the Parliamentary radio committee 
when they had a chance to contend 
for their rights. 


ESTABLISHED WRITERS 
IGNORE CBC CONTEST 


Toronto, May 9. 
First winner of the radio-playlet 








ing Corp. is Noel Watts of Victoria 
who snaffles the $250 prize for his 
half-hour drama, ‘Hang the Poets at 
Dawn.’ 

Winners are all ‘unknowns.’ Estab- 
lished writers refused to nibble at 
the CBC bait. Marjorie Jordan, Brant- 
ford, Ontario, took the $150 second 
prize for her ‘The Doctor’s Wife.’ 
E. G. Archibald, Timmins, Ontario, 
took third place for $100 with ‘White 
Acacias.’ Fourth prize of $50 went 
to Mary Turner and Charles Car- 
ruthers of London, Ontario, for their 
‘Some Must Watch.’ 

All wili be produced and pre- 
sented over the CBC national net- 


}mer months, 


organization of late evening enter- 
tainment programs throughout sum- 
Five wavelengths are 
required for broadcasting news in 
French and German for continental 
listeners, and between 10 and 10:45 
p.m. nightly all main regional trans- 
mitters are linked for this purpose 
so as to ensure output reaches most 
parts of Europe. Home listeners are 
served only by the national program, 
and there is no alternative listening 
beyond what BBC selects for that 
period. 

One effect is that late night dance 
music, which has for years been 
available between 10:30 p.m. and 
midnight, is heavily curtailed, with 
varied programs of dramatic mate- 
rial, readings, talks and serious mu- 
sic getting a showing. These have 
always been there, but formerly 
there was always rhythm on the re- 
gional wavelengths for the folks 
with frivolous tastes. 

One reason for switch is annual 
changeover to summer time in U.K, 
which became effective this week, 
During winter and spring foreign 
language news was broadcast in 
early evening spots, but long-dis- 
tance reception of medium-wave 
transmissions requires darkness as 
an aid, so these programs have been 
rearranged for a late session when 
that condition applies. 


Miss Trent’s Kids Spread 


Montreal, May 9. 

‘Miss Trent’s Children,’ dramatic 
sustainer on CBC, written by Joseph 
E. MacDougall of the J. Walter 
Thompson Agency, is to be spotted 
over the western net of the NBC, 

Program will go to NBC as an ex- 
change feature. 














to cover GREAT BRITAIN 
you MUST USE 


RADIO 
NORMANDY 


Full Particulars of Air Time & 
Talent from WN 
INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY, LTR 


3% PORTLAND PLACE, 
LONDON, Wi. 
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“Program is worthy of 
sponsorship” — Ackerman, 
Billboard. 


“DON’T FORGET” 


ALLEN PRESCOTT 
Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 











|illusioned of the CBC commission’s 


work next fall. 











JOSEPH RINES 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Hotel St. Regis 


Viennese Roof 


2nd Consecutive Year 


NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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Wednesday, May 10, 1939 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Warner Bros. will not withdraw entirely from its interest in Associated 
Music Publishers and the latter’s two affiliates, Muzak and Associated Re- 
corded Library Service. However, it may lose control of the trio through 
the issuance of AMP treasury stock. WB holds 51% of AMP common. 
AMP needs money which Warners is loath to put up and which will 
probably force AMP to bring forth the treasury shares. When and if that 
course is taken and WB does not acquire the stock on sale or a portion of 

















RADIO 
Sears Roebuck Renews 


Dallas, May 9. 
Grandma Beale’s Story, 15-minute 
morning serial on WFAA, drew re- 
newal from Sears Roebuck. Ken- 
neth Sponsel handled deal for 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago; 


Luther Jordah for the mail order 
house’s Dallas office, and R. C. Mar- 
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Special OK to Beer Sponsor of Baseball 


‘One Commercial Before, One After Games Not 
Enough, C.B.C. Admits 














Montreal, May 9. Under current regulations beer- 
J. Walter Thompson Agency, it is|sponsored programs are allowed 








it, its holdings will fall below the controlling 51%. 

When Warners made the deal with North American Corp. which gave 
it control of AMP it cost WB nothing more than $50,000 which was ad- 
vanced for remodeling Associated Record’s studios. Sale called for a price 
of $5,000,000, which was to be paid out of operating profits. In other words, 
Warners could pay for the buyup of the trio via installments of 10% 
of whatever profits there were. Papers contained a proviso that WB could 
return the entire setup before April 1, 1940, without obligation. North 
American retained ownership of all preferred stock which dominated the 
physical assets of the three affiliates. 

In the event the aforementioned block of treasury stock is brought forth, 
either North American or Rediffusion, Ltd., an English firm now holding 
shares in AMP, will bid for them. Would probably distribute control be- 
tween the two organizations, depending on how much of the stock was 
acquired by each. Whichever of the two gain control, or if it’s evenly dis- 
tributed, it will not disturb Warners’ holdings. Latter is on record as say- 
ing it will not withdraw. 


reported, has been granted special} mention of sponsor only at the be- 

permission by the Canadian Broad-| ginning and at the close of show. 

; : F ; casting Corp. to insert plug for ‘Black | Due to the time involved in baseball 
Sponse] said blind questionnaire | Horse’ Ale every half hour in the | comment, running two hours or 

to 2,000 preferred customers showed | paseball game program sponsored by| longer, concession was allowed in 

82% followed story every day. |National Breweries over station] order that sponsor should not be for- 
Aline Ballard writes scripts. |CHLP. gotten by listeners, 


ley for the firm’s radio advertising 
department. 

















Nan Wynn, Columbia Broadcasting sustaining singer and Vocalion re- 
cording artist, went on the Griffin Time and Shine show last week (Tues- 
day) and immediately thereafter was signed for a 13-week stretch. First 
airing was in the nature of an audition and later was logged as part of the 
13 stanzas. 

An arrangement is being worked out whereby Miss Wynn will sing with 
Kemp’s band at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y. She will go out on the 
road for college and one-night dates with the band starting June 3 at 
Mercersberg Academy, Mercersberg, Pa. Kemp’s regular vocalist, Maxine 
Gray, is still with him, but may leave to go to the Coast. Kemp will bread- 
cast from the road when he goes out. 

Time mag called Miss Wynn a colored chanteuse last week, but will 
square it in this week’s issue. 
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RICHARD 


R. A. Wilkinson, director of public relations of Benton & Bowles agency, 
last week sent out the following official release signed by ex-partner 
William B. Benton: 

‘After a bout with pneumonia I returned to New York to be asked by 
friends who might know better whether I am about to re-enter the agency 
business. 

‘1. I do not ever expect to go back into the agency business or any 
other business. 

‘2. If I did I would naturally rejoin my old partners, Chester Bowles 
and Atherton Hobler at Benton & Bowles.’ 





a 











Arrangements have been made by WNEW, N. Y., to carry two baseball 
games a.day on Thursday and Friday of each week when both the Newark 
Bears and Jersey City Giants are playing at home. Teams are sponsored 
by General Mills and Atlantic Refining. 

Alternating arrangement now holding true, which airs each team every 
two days, will also be applied in the doubling. One will be aired in the 
afternoon one day and at night the next. Teams had to rearrange sched- 
ules slightly in order to make it work. Starts first week in June. Earl 
Harper will call both games. 























‘Musical Steelmakers,’ the weekly (Sunday) house program of Wheeling 
Steel Co..over Mutual, now has its own publication, Radio News. It’s a 
weekly mimeographed sheet, of two, three or four pages, containing per- 
sonal trivia, chit-chat and generally puffish remarks about the program. 
Since it’s obviously aimed to boost morale, it’s all couched in folksy, house- 
organ style. Written by John L. Grimes, advertising manager of the com- 
pany and godfather of the program. 


PARADISE 


Restaurant 


RICHARD 
HIMBER 





Emulating Fred Waring as musician-inventor, orchestra leader Dick 
Aurandt, of KSFO, San Francisco, has invented a mechanical butter slicer 
which is said to have commercial possibilities for both homes and res- 
taurants. Press a lever and out pops a slice of butter. Aurandt is now 
simplifying its operation by installing an electric eye in the gadget so that 
the user will merely have to pass a hand under the apparatus instead of 
pressing the lever. 








Hildegarde stopped the annual Harvard freshman smoker in historic 
Sanders theatre last week for 55 minutes, after which she was presented 
with honorary degree of ‘Doctor of Charm’ before 700 excited students, 
Also on the program were Albert Ammons, boogie-woogie pianist; Roy 
Eldridge, trumpeter; Ella Fitzgerald and Jack Hill band. 














With last month’s gross billings CBS took the leadership away from the 
NBC red (WEAF) link. Latter had for 11 months consistently run ahead 
of Columbia. April gross for the red was $2,731,133, while Columbia 
reported $2,854,026. The blue (WZJ) link this time figured for $829,851. 











John L. Clark, head of the Transamerican Broadcasting & Television | 
Corp., left hurriedly Monday (9) for his farm homestead 20 miles outside 
of Richmond, Va., on hearing that his father had suffered a serious stroke. 
Latter is 58 years old. | 
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_)| WFBR-Preakness-Amoco 
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Baltimore, May 9. 
The Preakness, classic turf event 
to be run at Pimlico, Sat. (13), will 
again be fed this year to the NBC | 
Red network by WFBR which has | 
an exclusive on the broadcasting | 
rights to the famous race. 


| | 
| American Oil through Josepn Katz | 
| Advertising Agency, will sponsor as | 
in previous years. 


KSD Loses Petition 


St. Louis, May 9. 
FCC last week in an oral decision | 
























Every audience sur- 
vey ever made in the 
Detroit Market 
shows that WWJ is 
first in listener in- 
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~— ~ OF - ad | temporarily nixed application of| 


| KSD for permission to operate on an | 
| unlimited basis on 630. The station | 
|/now operates on 550 and shares time | 
| with KFUO, owned by Lutheran 





“Variety” Showmanship Award, 1958 
Basie Red Network Station 


Represented Nationally by 
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Synod of Missouri. i 
Geo, P. Hollingbery Co. A hearing has been set for June} ’ , t 
New Verk: Chicago: Detroit: |20 on the application of KXOK for | « 


3 Kenses City: Sen Francisco: Atlente 'permission to use 630 ribbon now | 


held by WGBF, Evansville, Il. j 
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Importance of Showmanship, Makeup, 
Clothes Pointed Up in NBC Telecast w#‘i2$, couse 


mee ee 


Wednesday night (May 8, 1939), 1-hour 
revue from 8-9 p. m. in metropolitan New 
York area. Lowell Thomas, Helen Lewis, 


Three Swifts, Marcy Westcott, Dick Rod- 
gers, Earl Larimore and Marjorie Clark, 
Fred Waring orchestra. Also a street | 


interview and a Walt Disney cartoon, 





By BEN BODEC 


NBC last Wednesday night (3) put 
on the first of its new series of one- 
hour studio broadcast of television. 
While the event proved to be more 
of a demonstration than a well-in- 
tegrated program of entertainmeni, 
the spectator couldn’t help but re- 
alize again that technically 
medium has made vast strides. There 
are still quite a number of bugs, but 
the majority of these revolve around 
the problems of sharper definition for 
large groupings and shortening of 
blurred moments as the electric 
camera intermingles close-ups with 
long-shots. 

Three cameras were used in the 
studio interludes, but no effect was as 
pleasing or easy on the eye as the 
image deriving from a fairly sta- 
tionary subject and a 
focused camera. Best defined bit of 
reception occurred in that part of 
the program which had to do with a 
shortwave relay from the ground in 
front of RCA’s exhibit at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair to the Empire State 
building, the site of NBC’s television 
transmitter. It was a sidewalk in- 
terview via a mobile unit. The ques- 
tions pertained to impressions about 
the Fair. Each person picked for the 
quizzing turned out a crack camera 
subject and the chances are that the 
few scores of persons constituting 
the present home audience for tele- 
vision rated this item as the most 
piquant of the evening. 

The Wednesday night program 
‘was caught on an RCA television and 
sound receiver TRK12, retailing at 
$600, in a home located in Mama- 
roneck, N. Y., 20 miles from the point 
of transmission. At no time were 
there any distortions or blemishes in 
the imagery, but a rain of horizontal 
streaks would occur when autos 
passed by the house or a plane flew 
overhead. The aerial in this case 
was not shielded against electrical 
disturbances. 

During the broadcast it became 
evident that television was due to 
develop a world of its own when it 
came to looks and clothes. The eye 
fixed on that small frame is bound to 
sharpen the critical response. Rela- 
tively minor features such as wide 
nostrils are enhanced out of all nor- 
mal proportion by the electric eye. 
NEC has been making some progress 
in make-up but there’s still a huge 
research job facing it. As for 
on the first of its new series of one- 
clothes, the more streamlined they’re 
cut the kindlier is the curve cast on 
the iconoscope, while ruffles and 
things loosely hung tend to exag- 
gerate in the opposite direction. 

The broadcast, which was put to- 
gether with a minimum of showman- 
ship, mixed short subjects with bits 
of vaudeville. Helen Lewis. a comely 
miss, served as m.c. She spoke her 

ieces very briefly and cutely. The 
mpresarios of the event could have 
contributed a touch of showmanship 
by having her change her gown two 
or three times, thereby pointing up 
the interest in her various appear- 
ances, at least for the women spec- 
tators. ; 

After a few news bulletins by 
Lowell Thomas, the program went 
newsreel, with NBC showing a series 


of clips that a freelance cameraman 


took of the recent celebration of 
George Washington’s inaugural trip 
from Mount Vernon to Washington. 
NBC has to retain its own camera- 
-men because the various newsreel 
companies refuse to service tele- 
vision, 

The Three Swifts, a vet vaude act, 
unloaded their entire club tossing act. 
Had the routine been cut in half the 
exhibit would have been far more 
pleasing. Again showmanship! The 
one incident in their exhibition 
which particularly captured the at- 
tention stemmed from a neat bit of 
camera focusing. It revealed the 
keen skill and timing in catching and 
returning a swiftly thrown Indian 
club. 

Marcy Westcott, singer in ‘The 
Boys from Syracuse,’ took over from 
that point to trill a couple numbers 
from the Broadway show, with Dick 
Rodgers, composer of the score, ac- 
companing her at the piano. Here 
egain the ingenue suffers pho- 
togenically via the iconoscope. A reel 
documenting the operations and 
functions of the New York Authority 
(tunnels and bridges) came next. 
After that it was Fred Waring and 
his entire organization in practically 
the same type of act they put on the 
stage. While most of Waring’s 
specialty teams and combinations 
showed up acceptably, there were 
several instances when the limita- 
tions of the medium made themselves 
acutely noticeable. 


the | 


steadily | 





| HAL KEMP ORCHESTRA 

With Three Smoothies, Nan Wynn, 
Bob Trout, David Ross, Bob Allen, 
Saxie Dowell 

30 Mins. 

GRIFFIN SHOE POLISH 

Tuesday, 10 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Bermingham, Castleman & Pearce) 


Hal Kemp’s music serves again to 
| provide Griffin with a summer con- 
| veyance from which to hang adver- 
| tising posters on behalf of its white 
shoe cleaning products. This time 
there is an added item in the form 





| of the CBS campus, who does a four- 


minute bit called ‘Taken From Life.’ | 


This is a radio equivalent to elocu- 
tion. It’s a new style version of an 
| Old time dramatic piece. But the 
instinctive aversion which some 
listeners may have to the interpola- 
, tion of such a seemingly extraneous 
litem into the body of smart music 
is partially disarmed. Trout gets 
|away with it. As a sheer sample 
| of co-ordinated syllables and breath 
control it commands respect for 
craftsmanship. Actually, it’s pretty 
risky to ask people to stay tuned in 
|/as an imaginary horse race is syn- 
| thetically word-pictured. Trout is 
|}man enough. There was a jockey 
to answer a few questions and give 
| the event some sort of timeliness, 
| and to add facts of the ‘did you know 
| that—’ variety. 

Kemp’s molasses music should 
continue to please as heretofore. Its 
1939 and no effort. he Smoothies 
whammed across a_ perfectly-re- 
hearsed and oven-fresh rendition of 
the ‘Three Fishes,’ which had the 
| studio audience behaving like the 
|} Opera gallery at La Scala when the 
tenor beans high C with a perfect 
throw. Here’s an act that can do 
a little radio show-stopping and that 
must inevitably be a popular part 
of the Griffin entertainment. he 
three of ’em come to full steam 
kettle sizzle. In quieter idiom, Nan 
Wynn provides the *half-hour with 
a touch of biffy ballading. Kemp's 
own Bob Allen and Saxie Dowell 
help, too. 

The praise work is by David Ross. 

Land. 


JULIE BENNELL 
Commentator 

15 Mins, 
Sustaining 
M.-W.-F.; 9 p.m. 
WINS, New York 

Miss Bennell is a legit and radio 
actress newly trying her voice in the 
service of the World’s Fair series of 
commentaries. It’s experience, that 
being the only payoff. It may be 
worth the trouble she’s going to, for 
Miss Bennell has a warm voice and 
a friendly manner, assets that in 
time should be marketable. 

For the first time out there was 
perhaps too much of the prepared 
publicity department mimeograph. 
It was loaded with dry statistics, but 
the engaging manner did take off the 
curse. Indeed it was a victory to 
make some of the paragraphs even 
palatable. As her eye and editoriial 
judgment improves, the selection of 
a newsy stuff will probably fol- 
ow. 

A straight spiel of 15 minutes is a 
task in sheer breath-control. Best 
thing in girl’s favor is her ‘aliveness,’ 
Interviews will break it up a, 

nd. 








‘RELATIVELY SPEAKING’ 


KENTUCKY DERBY 

With Al Jolson, Bryan Field, Ted 
Husing, Mel Allen 

30 Mins. 

20th-FOX 

Saturday (6) 


Churchill Downs, where America’s 
classic horse race was run, held most 
of the nation’s ears late Saturday 
afterenoon. Despite the fact that 
Johnstown was the odds-on winner, 
there was a certain amount of inter- 
est because of the personalities at- 
tracted to the blue grass country. 

20th Century-Fox sponsored the 
broadcast to exploit ‘Rose of Wash- 
ington Square’ and one of the ma- 
jor angles of the program was the 





plug for the picture. Al Jolson a 
star in the feature, who is 
horse-minded actor, was on 

for the contest and 

cast. 


|could judge. Press release 


little difference in Jolson’s 


lengths or not. 


much and Jolson was quite okay. 
As for the race itself the descrip- 
tion by Bryan Field of the N, Y. 
Times left no doubt as to the win- 
ner but the excitement of the throng 
interfered, which is almost invariable 
when major sporting events are put 
on the air. 
cal color angles and Mel Allen of 
the CBS staff was announcer who 
introduced Jolson, Governor Chand- 
ler, Col. Matt Winn, the track man- 
ager, and other names. 

As a stunt it was a good promo- 
tion for the feature, although the 
fulsomeness of the plug for the pic- 
ture was a bit overboard. Ibee. 


UNCLE WALTER’S DOG HOUSE 
With Tom Wallace, Phil Davis or- 
chestra, Red Skelton 
30 Mins. 
SIR WALTER RALEIGH 
Tuesday, 10:30 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York. 
(Russell M. Seeds) 

This is more unique as radio en- 
tertainment than its modest budget, 
lack of names, and cheap-price 
product would lead most trade ob- 
|servers to assume. There is a glint 
of authentic American homespun 
comedy. It’s corny, but with con- 
siderable success and some finesse. 
The comedy, while overdone here 
and there, does start in tune with 
the recognizably ridiculous. It's 
what people outside the wisecrack 
beat of Manhattan smile at. 

The basic idea of husbands inno- 
cently jammed up with their spouses, 
and therefore ‘in ‘the doghouse,’ has 
the chuckle-pitch of the great num- 
bers, who, without ever coining an 
epigram, do share the native humor 
of common domestic experience. 
Although real names and addresses 
are not used (NBC legal department 
vetoed that), there is an invitation 
to send in true life experiences. 
Free tobacco and $10 pipes are prom- 
ised to those submitting material 
that can be adapted. 

Red Skelton stepped in (one time) 
from another Brown & Williamson 
program to toss off a few minutes 
of hokey-pokey gags, all in the best 
style of small time vaudeville. The 
show was consistent to its own flavor 
throughout and impressed as a 
shrewd down-to-earth sample of 


Ted Husing gave the lo- | 





Follow-Up Comment 
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‘Lights Out,” NBC’s Wednesday 
midnight chiller from Chicago, is 
getting grislier by the week and re- 
quires. a_ substantial stomach to 
stand the 30 minute dose. Even Tom 
Mix in his deadliest six-shooter days 
wasn’t as active in depopulation as 
one installment turned out by this 
program’s scribbler. And Mix did 
his jobs without the aid of neu- 
resthenic sound effects. 


Idea of Wednesday’s (3) airing was 
the story of one gent’s campaign to 





a |schools—when he couldn't get ‘em 
hand ;|fresh enough via grave robbing he 
the broad-|t#0k to making his own, 
His contribution was the clear- | course of the 30 mins. such gentile 
lest so far as listeners in New York | lines as ‘I’ll take your own axe and 


from | Split you into two quivering halves,’ 
of Bob Trout, a post-graduate spieler| CBS mentioned that it would make/|the sound of the blows, the noise 
mood | made by gore running from a pair of 
whether his selection won by six | Smashed skulls, and the top effect of 
That was accurate |@ll, that of a murderer being pulled 
prediction for Johnstown led by that |@Ppart on the rack, bones cracking, 


| 





radio showmanship, unable to spend 
big coin, but getting good results on 
small, Land. 





JULIAN FUHS ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 8:30 p.m. 
V'IZ-NBC, New York 

Julian Fuks is a European import 
who has made occasional radio ap- 
pearances. He is identified with 
lush arrangements, warm and thor- 


Interviews 
30 Mins., Local 
Sustaining 
Friday, 10 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 

‘Relatively Speaking’ has a good 
basic idea. 


headline personalities, who might 


possibly give some inside dope on the 
On Friday night (5) four 
people were interviewed by Paul 
Brenner: Wilfred Clark, nephew of 
John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated 
Lincoln; Mrs. Barnum Brown, wife 
of the curator of the Museum of Na- 
tural History and a dinosaur hunter: 
Harry Thomashefsky, son of Boris, 
the oldtime Yiddish actor, and Fan- 
ny Robinson, wife of the colored tap 


latter. 


dancer. 


The basic purpose of the program 
is defeated to some extent since only 
one of the four, Bill Robinson, is 
actually publicized at moment. How- 
ever, that may be captious since all, 
whether of the bygone or present 


day, had fairly interesting lives. 


Brenner handles the questions well. 


It presents close kin of 


oughly pleasant pop and semi-pop 
music. It is illogical that ‘occasional’ 
should be part of the report, for he 
seems to have a rich line of musical 
notions that ought to command at- 
tention. 

In this case, NBC assigned several 
staff singers, four no less. It all 
added up as a splendid program. 
On merit Fuhs rates a break. 

Land. 





‘MIDSTREAM’ 

With Hugh Studebaker, Betty Lou 
Gerson, Mercedes McCambridge, 
Connie Osgood, Willard Farnum, 
Dick Wells 

Dramatic Serial 

15 Mins. 

TEEL (P. & G.) 

M-to-F.; 4 p.m. 

WMAQ-NBC, Chicago 

(Kastor) 

_ Another show in the increasingly 

intensive and extensive campaign 

for the new P. & G. Teel (liquid) 
dentifrice. Instead of dealing with 
young girl romance stuff, this pro- 





1916. The television version of this 
crook comedy drama co-starred Earl 
Larimore and Marjorie Clark. Tech- 
nically the results showed a consider- 
able advance over the demonstration 
of an excerpt from ‘Susan and ye 

e 
definition in both the long-shots and 
close-ups was consistently okay but 


televised by NBC last summer. 





For the dramatic interlude the 
program builders singled out a mossy | 
piece by the late Aaron Hoffman, | 


the playlet in vaudeville back in 


the sketch itself offered but a mini- 


mum of interest. 


Final item was a Walt Disney reel, 
"The Unexpected.’ George Nash did | ‘Donald’s Cousin Gus,’ which, like the 


other film subjects, registered well. 


gram concentrates its attention on a 
woman in her 40’s who is through 
with the business of raising a family 
and is now seeking to live her own 
life a bit. Standard hoke of kind 
that figures to interest the stay-at- 
home femmes who are engaged in 
rustling up the evening grub. 

Script is well written and indicates 
a strong sense of femme thinking 
and personality. Plenty of punch in 
the opening sequences and evidences 
an ability to put the hooks into the 
femme audience quickly. 

Betty Lou Gerson turning in able 








provide fresh corpses for medical 


In the 


etc., were included. 


‘Lights Out’ and welsh rarebits are 
on a par as pre-bedtime fare, 





Cobina Wright and Cobina Wright, 
Jr., appeared on ‘We, the People’ to 
tell the story of a society woman who 
continued her professional singing 
career after marriage, despite the ob- 
jections of parents, and who encour- 
aged her daughter to follow a musi- 
cal bent, with the daughter, now 
vocalist at a New York hotel, headed 
for Hollywood and prepared to take 
over the burden of family finances, 
washed away in the 1929 tidal wave. 
Rather an old tale, frequently re- 
lated in the press and on the air, but 
supposed to be surefire. Alleged re- 
cent signing of a picture contract by 
Miss Wright, Jr. presumably lent 
filip to ‘We, the People’ date, but 
name of the company went unmen- 
tioned. 


Mrs. Wright, a radio veteran and 
former conductor of a CBS program, 
did her part well. Diction better 
than daughter who finished with a 
song. Despite talk of musical in- 
heritance, Miss Wright’s warbling 
was only so-so. Number Selection 
n.s.g. Daughter indicated her age 
was 17, 





Liberty Magazine’s first award of 
an annual Valor in Citizenship medal 
to Maynard Barry, medical student 
of the Bronx and San Francisco, for 
his courage and resourcefulness in 
bringing to bay and helping to con- 
vict a bakery store holdupman- 
murderer on the Coast, held a bit 
more than usual amount of interest 
sparked by luncheon hour talkcasts 
from New York hotels. The half- 
hour over the NBC blue—smart ex- 
ploitation for Liberty—was height- 
ened by a tense dramatization of the 
incident which won Barry the medal 
—although neither the scripter nor 
the cast were named on signoff. They 
rated mention: cutback compared 
favorably with many sketches heard 
on ranking variety programs, Told 
mainly on a train by three voices, 
representing Barry’s, his inner one, 
and the triggerman’s. 


Fulton Oursler, editor of Liberty, 
clicked as chairman of luncheon, 
aired from Waldorf-Astoria. Good 
voice and delivery—more than could 
be said for his boss, Bernarr Mac- 
fadden, given a glowing introduction. 
Macfadden presented the medal to 
Barry, a modest young man, speak- 
ing about 20 seconds. Publisher also 
introduced and handed a medal to 
J. Edgar Hoover, the services of 
whose FBI agents were enlisted to 
locate Barry. Hoover spoke his 
piece well, although phraseology was 
a bit on the florid side. Judge 
George E. Q. Johnson, Chicago, con- 
ceiver of the Valor in Citizenship 
idea, and Fred L. Collins, Liberty 
staff writer, were other talkers. 





Laurence Olivier was the subject 
of a Radie Harris Interview Thurs- 
day, at 7:30 p.m., over WOR, New 
York. Spurting to film importance 
almost overnight through ‘Wuther- 
ing Heights’ (picture) and now on 
Broadway with ‘No Time for Com- 
edy,’ the Katharine Cornell play, 
Olivier was a timely subject. 


Miss Harris drew from Olivier a 
glib account of activities, ideas and 
the like, with the star proving very 
willing to talk, although he denied 
that he has another picture deal on 
at the moment. Miss Harris told him 
there were reports to that effect fol- 
lowing his hit in ‘Wuthering.’ Oli- 
vier said he had gone back to Holly- 
wood, after pictures in England, be- 
cause he liked Sam Goldwyn’s 
money. Told how he played ‘Hamlet’ 
and touched on couple English films 
in which he appeared. The Cornell! 
play is Olivier’s first in seven years, 
he said. Star is a good radio subject. 
He was on the Orson Welles’ show a 
couple months back. 


Miss Harris’ air program includes 
items of a newsy nature. Among 





job as the wandering mother and 
manages to corral audience sym- 
pathy despite her meanderings, Mer- 
cedes McCambridge is a neat little 
performer as the daughter, while 
Studebaker and Farnum are capable 


these Thursday night (4) was th 
the John Barrymore show has taken 
a nose-dive in b.o. receipts since 
Elaine Barrie left the cast. 


‘District Attorney’ (WEAF-Thurs. 
day-7 p.m.) neatly had his guns 
spiked, when caught, by a time-worn 
gag of the defense. Latter’s attorney 
broke up the state’s case, and the 
broadcast, by drinking the contents 
of a vial supposedly containing a 
poison which had his client in a spot, 
This is one of those programs that’s 
difficult to follow unless dialed dili- 
gently each stanza. This was the 
10th day of a murder trial. 

_ Where ‘and how the above men. 
tioned poison entered wasn’t clear. 
Point of the case seemingly was the 
trial of a contractor because a 
school he had erected had collapsed, 
due to faulty construction, and killed 
five pupils. 

Program has considerable virility 
due to the writing. Opposing attor- 
neys come over as too similar. Lines 
of both are delivered in accepted 
courtroom forceful tones, or switch 
to the suave or the sarcastic. Rest 
of the cast experienced, especially 
the doctor whem the d.a, exposed 
as a phony on this airing. His con- 
fusion when laid bare was well done, 





Joe E. Brown’s Post Toasties show 
Thursday (4) had little to recom- 
mend it. Somewhere in the script 
were the words ‘not enough things 
happen’. It aptly described the 30 
mins. However, the Hollywood stu- 
dio audience seemed to think that 
everything said by Brown and his 
guests was screamingly funny. 

Many of the bits used by Brown 
seemed to be takeoffs of portions c2 
other programs. There was a colored 
waiter who sounded off like Roches- 
ter of the Jack Benny program. An- 
other who aped, intentionally or 
otherwise, Groucho Marx's delivery, 
and a bit on the ‘Lone Ranger’. 
Barbed exchange between Ned 
Sparks and Brown at the finale 
wasn’t any different than Sparks has 
done on many other appearances. 
Margaret McRay pleased with a vo- 
cal of ‘Hooray for Spinach’, 





Columbia’s ‘News Roundup’ from 
various European capitals last Sun- 
day (7), 5 to 5:30 p.m., again dem- 
onstrated the show business adage 
that a performer is only as good as 
his material. Although the various 
commentators were informative, lu- 
cid and forceful, the entire half-hour 
reflected the comparative calm of the 
international situation at the mo- 
ment, and for that reason the pro- 
gram seemed tepid. 

Those participating were Edward 
Murrow, from London; Thomas 
Grandin, from Paris; William L, 
Shirer, from Geneva; Albert Warner, 
from Washington (all CBS reps), and 
Frank Smother, Chicago Daily News 
correspondent, from Warsaw. 





Screen Guild show last Sunday (7) 
over CBS again promised more on 
its name lineup than it actually de- 
livered in entertainment. Program 
was far from a washout, but it was 
hardly as impressive as the presence 
of Claudette Colbert, Joe E. Brown, 
Melvyn Douglas, Edith Fellowes and 
Phil Regan. Contrast of who comes 
with what happens is customary for 
the series. Its principal value from 
the start was obviously its ability 
to deliver stars not entertainment. 

Douglas was m.c. for the show and 
teamed with the others in a feather 
weight farce skit about a gal getting 
into pictures, but thwarted because 
the studio is reorganized so fast each 
boss is out before he can give her 
a job. Brightest spot on that portion 
was Joe E. Brown's Gregory Ratoff- 
like producer. 

Otherwise the show boiled down 
to little more than the usual clown- 
ing about Brown’s huge mouth and 
Oscar Bradley’s pint-size—in the lat- 
ter case only the studio audience was 
in the know. Miss Fellowes and Miss 
Colbert were given all the tag lines 
in their comedy bits. 


George M. Cohan came through 
with a few snappers on his guest 
stint last week on ‘Information 
Please,’ but he was hardly an in- 
formative gold-mine on the straight 
questions. Actor got away fast with 
answers to some queries on vaude- 
ville, but thereafter he was mostly 
silent, with John Kieran and Oscar 
Levant carrying the brunt of the de 
fense. As usual, Levant came through 
brilliantly with bafflers about musi- 
cal composition, but Kieran was un- 
apprehended in an error in his sports 
assignments. Answering a question 
about the ‘hat trick,’ the Times sports 
editor was given a correct when he 
defined it as a cricket term used 
when a batter scores 32 runs in one 
‘over. Although Clifton Fadiman 
and no one else in the studio seemed 
to know it, that was an error. The 
‘hat trick’ may be accomplished by 
a bowler in taking three ‘wickets 
(scoring three outs) on three suc- 
cessive balls. That would correspond 
(in difficulty) roughly to a pitcher 
striking out three straisht batters on 
nine consecutive pitches. Scoring 
three goals in one (regulation) ice 
hockey game is also known as a ‘hat 








as the poor men in the cast. Gold. 


trick’. 
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Tommy Dorsey After ASCAP Catalog 
But Larry Spier Scoffs Any Tieup 


Two more attempts by Tommy 
Dorsey to buy himself a music cata- 
log which holds membership in the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers have fallen 
through. Catalogs involved were 
those controlled by the Goodman 


Music Co. and the Southern Music| at the Alvin theatre last Sunday 


Co. In the case of tle latter it was 
the Schuster-Miller, Inc.,_ subsid., 
which went inactive several months 
ago, while the Goodman group, also 
inactive, consists of Handman & 
Goodman, Inc., Handman Kent & 
Goodman, Inc., and Universal Music 
Co. Differences over financial terms 
proved the obstacle in either in- 
stance. 


Frank Goodman has been out of 
the music business for several years, 
and is at present working ‘or the 
Schenley interests in Rochester, N. 
Y. Availability rating for his cata- 
log in the society is one point. 


Fact that Dorsey had placed four 
of his recorded manuscripts with 
Larry Spier, Inc., resulted last week 
in the report that the 4andman had 
obtained an interest in that firm. 
Spier scouted the report as absurd, 
declaring that he got the tunes 
strictly out of friendship. The num- 
bers are ‘Peckin with the Penguin,’ 
‘You Taught Me to Love Again,’ ‘In 
the Middle of a Dream’ and ‘Raleigh 
Roustabout.’ 


Isidore Witmark’s Book 
Anecdote-Packed History 
Of the Biz Way Back 


Until Isidore Witmark’s current 
book, ‘From Ragtime to Swingtime’ 
(Lee Furman, $3.50) came along, the 
best contemporaneous autobiog on 
Tin Pan Alley was Edward B. Marks’ 
‘They All Sang (From Tony Pastor 
to Rudy Vallee),’ published a couple 
of years back by Vanguard. But the 
scion of the house of M. Witmark 
& Sons (M. for Marcus), with the 
collaboration of the late Dr. Isaac 
Goldberg, who has done treatises on 
Gershwin. Victor Herbert, et al., has 
harked back to an even more color- 
ful period, embracing more than a 
half a century of show business. 


Considering that Witmarks pub- 
lished scores and songs by such peo- 
ple as Victor Herbert, Sousa, Schu- 
mann-Heink, Gustav Luders, A. 
Baldwin Sloane, George M. Cohan, 
Julian Edwards, Karl Hoschna, Man- 
uel Klein, Louis A. Hirsch, George 
Ade, Errnest R. Ball, Chauncey Ol- 
cott, Sigmund Romberg § among 
others, the retired music publisher 
embraces a fertile branch of yester- 
year and still contemporaneous show 
biz. In 1929 Witmarks sold out to 
Warner Bros. as part of a $9,000,000 
parcel acquisition of music publish- 
ing holdings. 

Elaborately indexed, Isidore Whit- 
mark’s tome runs nearly 500 pages. 
It took some seven years to complete 
and was in its final stages when Dr. 
Goldberg died last year. Frank 
Owen assisted on the final pre- 
publication details. The period em- 
braces from 1886 when M. Witmark 
& Sons was first founded, and the 
great brotherly love among the sons 
is vividly exemplified throughout, 
as Isidore touches upon Julius P., 
Julius, Jr.. Jay Witmark and the 
others. 


Anecdota galore concerning the 
famed musical names punctuates the 
work. It’s a liberal education for 
anybody in shew biz, and particular- 
ly Tin Pan Alley. Especially for 
those who only know about ‘getting 
on the sheet’ (the radio plugs) or 
the Hit Parade. Music publishing 
was a colorful career indeed in those 
days. 


CHARLES YATES’ PARTNERS 


C.R.A. Artists, Ltd., Set Up te Pro- 
vide for New Booker 

















Albany, May 9. 
C.R.A. Artists, Ltd., has been char- 
tered to organize bands, orchestras, 
ete. with offices in Manhattan. Cap- 
ital stock is 100 shares, no par value. 
Harry Berman the filing attorney. 





Corporation was set up to provide 
a partnership for Charles Yates, 
who recently joined Consolidated 
Radio Artists as booker of its bands 
in theatres and night clubs. The stock 
¥ — split 50-50 between CRA and 

a 





MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 

















PLUGGERS’ $17,000 


$14,000 Is Advertising—Offt 
Last Year’s Entertainment 











| 
Professional Music Men, Inc., | 
grossed around $3,000 from its show | 


night (7). It collected another $14,- 
000 from the sale of advertising in its 
program. 

The combined amount was $3,000 
less than the organization garnered 
last year. 





! 
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PUBS SUE CBS 
DISC COMBINE 
FOR 15063 


American Record Corp. and its 
various subsidiaries were served last 
Friday (5) with a summons in a 
$150,000 suit which a group of pub- 
lishers is bringing through the Craw- 
ford Music Corp. in the N. Y. 
supreme court. The action seeks to 
recover royalties which are alleged 
to have been withheld as the result 
of unauthorized deductions, false ac- 
countings and posting of valid copy- 
rights as public domain music. CBS 
acquired the phonograph _ record 
combine from the Herbert J. Yates 
interests several months ago. 

The alleged derelictions are said 
to have occurred over a period of 19 





quarters, or for four and three- 
fourth years before the combine 
changed ownership. Other com- 


panies named in the litigation are 
the Columbia Phonograph Co., Inc., 
and the Brunswick Record Corp. 

Disc combine is charged with mak- 
ing arbitrary deductions of from 
10% to 25% on all records manu- 
factured, although not provided for 
in the licenses; committing substan- 
tial errors and postings on its royalty 
books, showing unpaid royalties to 
publishers over a period of years; 
giving publishers having numbers on 
opposite sides of the same record 
two different counis, and haphazardly 
treating copyrighted tunes as in the 
public domain. A number would on 
one label be accounted for as a 
copyright, while on still another label 
it would be regarded as deriving 
from the public domain with the 
publisher getting neither accounting 
nor payment from the latter label’s 
sales, 

Action climaxes several months of 
scrutiny of the record combine’s 
books by a firm of accountants re- 
tained at publishers’ behest by the 
mechanical rights bureau of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion. The audit disclosed, it is al- 
leged, discrepancies amounting to 
over $100,000. Matter was turned 
over to Wattenberg & Wattenberg 
for lawing after Edward Wallerstein, 
CBS-named prez for the combine, 
declined to talk immediate settle- 
ment of the claims. 

When CBS agreed to buy the rec- 
ord group for $825,000, Yates yielded 
to the suggestion that $100,000 of this 
sum be placed in escrow to cover 
any claims outstanding as involving 





|for hotel, 





his regime. 


Max Dolin at Chinese 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Max Dolin heads the 21-piece or- 
chestra at Grauman’s Chinese thea- 
tre for ‘Folies Bergere,’ stage show 
opening May 12. 
Newsreels and other supplemen- 
tary films will aid show brought 
down from the San Francisco fair. 








" MCA’S OFF-AIR 
AUDITION DISCS 





Music Corp. of America has in- 
itiated a system of recording radio 
pickups of its talent for submission 
to prospective clients. With many 
bands spotted throughout the U. S., 
the agency figures on using the 
radio-transcription 
package its outfits for possible air 
sponsorship. 

In practice MCA would get a line 
on the type of music desired for the 
prospective program series, with 
possibly one or two specific tunes 
the sponsor desires as a test, Agency 
would then phone instructions to a 
bandleader playing a date in a dis- 
tant spot. On the band’s ensuing 
broadcast, MCA would pick up the 
desired tunes and record them on the 
machine jn its office. Idea might 
also be used for individual acts, such 
as vocalists, and would be applicable 
nitery and vaudeville 
clients as well as potential air spon- 
sors, 

Agency uses a Federal receiver- 
recorder for the pickup-transcrip- 
tions. It waxes either 15-minute or 
7%-minute shows and has a micro- 
phone attachment for direct record- 
ings. 


Another Clause Disliked 
By Publishers; Delays 
Anti-Bribery Adoption 


Another bug has been discovered 
by publishers in the code that they 
are being asked to signature with 
the Professional Music Men, Inc., 
and general acceptance of the pact 
has again been postponed until the 
objectionable clause has been re- 
phrased. As interpreted by some 
of the pubs the agreement as now 








written would prevent them from | 


hiring a staff man unless he is a 
member of the PMM. 

The pubs are also asking that one 
of their clan be included in any 
committee that the PMMI appoints 
to try a PMMI member charged with 
violating the code. It is suggested 
that this rep be Walter G. Douzlas, 
chairman of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association. 


BACK TO OLD TITLE 


Maurice Richmond Once Mere Is 
Music Dealers Service, Inc. 











Albany, May 9. 
Maurice Richmond’s Music Deal- 
ers Service, Inc., New York, has 
changed its name to Music Dealers 
Service, Inc. Papers to this effect 


were filed with the secretary of) 


state. 





Resumption of the jobbing house’s 
original title stems from the merger 
of the Richmond interests with 
those of Max Mayer which occurred 
several months ago. 


idea chiefly to! 
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OBERSTEIN’S CORPORATION 


United States Recerd Chartered in 
State of New York 





Albany, May 9. 

United States Record Corp. has 
| been chartered to conduct a phono- 
| graph record manufacturing business 
|in New York. Capital stock is 200 
| shares—100 preferred $100 par value 
;} and 100 common no par value. 

William R. Berkson is the filing 
| attorney, 


; 





| Above incorporation covers the en- 
|terprise formed by Eli Oberstein, 
former recording manager for RCA 
| Victor. Oberstein has acquired a 
| pressing plant in Scranton and ex- 
‘pects to get his recording under way 
by June 1, 
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READIES SPOT 
FOR STARR 


Board of directors of the American 
Scciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers at a meeting last Thurs- 
day (4) declared the seat of Edwin 
H (Buddy) Morris vacant. The 
board so acted as the result of a let- 
ter from the Music Publishers Hold- 
ing Corp. advising it that Morris was 
no longer head of or with the com- 
pany. Indications are that Herman 
Starr, who succeeded Morris, as op- 
erating chief of the WB publishing 
combine, will be elected to the va- 
cancy. 


Oscar Hammerstein was, at the 
same meeting, awarded the direc- 
torial post made vacant by the res- 
ignation of Sigmund Romberg. Lat- 
ter withdrew because his composing 
commitments make it inconvenient 
for him to attend board meetings. 
George Meyer was named secretary 
of the Society, replacing the late Joe 
Young. Selection of a successor to 
Young on the board was left to the 
writer faction among the directors. 
Question of giving Warners repre- 
sentation on the board through the 
appointment of Starr was likewise 
turned over for formal settlement to 
publisher directorial group. 


Morris has intimated his intention 
of returning to the business through 
a partnership in a publishing firm 
and it was believed that the board 
would defer action on his post for a 
while, as happened in the case of 
Jack Bregman after he had resigned 
from the Metro-Robbins group. Mor- 
ris also held the chairmanship of the 
publishers availability committee. 





Werner Janssen signed to write 
the score and conduct recording ork 
for Walter Wanger’s ‘Winter Car- 
nival.’ 





Eddie Ward and Dave Snell signed 
to score ‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring 
Fever,’ ‘Thunder Afloat’ and ‘Stron- 
ger Than Desire’ at Metro. 








Caesar Issues Policy Ukase Covering 


Mechanical Rights; Pubs to Resist 





Another publishers’ strike against ; sel, was contracting the MPPA about | MPPA chairman, knew about Cae- 
the freelance members of the Song-| holding a conference on a new! sar’s coup was when the dailies 


writers Protective Association looms 
as the result of the SPA’s latest | 
move to capture the administrative: 
authority over the mechanical rights 
of its members’ works. The SPA 
proposes to handle all such rights on 
tunes contracted for as of June I, 
while the publishers will first load 
themselves up with material created 
by SPA members and after June 1 
limit their manuscript acquisitions 
to foreign writers and non-SPA_ 
members, as happened two years ago 
when the SPA sought to sequester 
these same rights. Another practice 
at the time was to have the writers 
pre-date their placement contracts. 

While John Schulman, SPA coun- 





writers’ 
Caesar, 


uniform contract, Irving 
SPA president, last week 


hired himself a press agent and in| 


handouts to the New York dailies an- 
nounced that the association will 
take over all the mechanical rights 
to their tunes June 1. The state- 
ment to the dailies also declared that 
all contracts entered into with pub- 
lishers thereafter would be subject 
to the SPA’s new mechanical rights 
assignment and that the ‘unfair’ 
contracts used by several large pub- 
lishing firms would be disclosed to 
‘newspaper editors and commenta- 
tors,’ 


First that Walter G. Douglas, 


Novachord May Be Added 
Men Are Replaced; Discretionary 
Rule Adopted by the A. F. of M. 


SSS 


it No 


American Federation of Musicians 
has revised its restrictions on the 
Novachord, following a series of 
meetings between the international’s 
executive board and representatives 
of the Hammond Instrument Co. 
Under the new ruling the Novachord 
or Hammond organ may be added to 
an orchestra. Previously the instru- 
ment had been limited by the AFM 
to solo purposes. 

Revamped regulation provides that 
the Novachord or Hammond organ 
may not be played by a union mem- 
ber where musicians were formerly 
employed unless the consent of the 
local has been obtained. When the 
instrument is added to an orchestra 
or any combination of musicians the 
number of men must not be reduced. 
Nor may it be played alone for ac- 
companying singers or instrumental 
soloists in broadcasting or film stu- 
dios where such services were for- 
merly performed by other musicians 
without the local union’s consent. 

The new rule is not to be con- 
strued as setting aside or interfering 
with any local law on the minimum 
number of men to be employed in a 
spot. In his explanation of the re- 
vised regulation, Joseph N. Weber, 
AFM prez, stated that the union 
would use discretion in distinguish- 
ing between spots where the employ- 
ment of musicians has in the past 
been desultory and places where the 
electric organ is being installed to 
evade the use of multiple musicians. 


FERDE GROFE DEBUTS 
NOVACHORD AT N.Y. FAIR 


One of the most significant inno- 
vations is the series of Novachord 
concerts which Ferde Grofe and four 
assisting artists give every afternoon 
and evening in the patio of the Ford 
exhibit at the N. Y. World’s Fair. 
The Novachord is a new musical in- 
strument (made by and similar in 
design to the Hammond organ) 
which is capable of simulating most 
of the tonal effects of an entire or- 
chestra. Tones are produced by 
electrical impulses fed into ordinary 
loud speakers. 

In the hands of experts, several 
Novachords might easily displace a 
full band in many spots and so real 
is this threat that Joseph N. Weber, 
president of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, has issued the 
following special set of rules gov- 
erning the use of this new instru- 
ment: 

1, When Novachord or Hammond 
organ is added to an orchestra or 
any other combination of musicians, 
the number of men playing in such 
orchestra or other musical combina- 
tion cannot be reduced. 

2. Novachord or Hammond organ 
cannot be played by a member it it 
takes the place of other musicians 
playing at the place in which it is 
installed. 

3. A member cannot play Nova- 
chord or Hammond organ alore in 
places where musicians were for- 
merly employed except he does so 
with the consent of the local. 

4. Novachord or Hammond organ 
cannot be played alone for accom- 
panying singers or instrument} solo- 
ists in broadcasting studios or film 
studios in which such services were 
formerly performed by other mu- 
sicians, unless the local union gives 
its consent. 

As demonstrated by Grofe and his 
co-workers (Vera Brodsky, Gladys 
Stevenson, Collins H. Driges. and 
John Finke, Jr., at three Novacords 
and a Hammond organ) the Nova- 
chord produces amazingly true re- 
productions of the sounds of the vio- 








lin, cello, base, flute, percussion in- 
struments, and several horns, nota- 


lealled on him (Douglas) for com-|bly the trombone, when played in- 


| meat on the SPA’s release. Doug- 


las stated that it looked to him as 
though Caesar hoped that through 
his newspaper barrage he might be 
able not only to color the negotia- 
tions with publishers, but to in- 
timidate them into quick acceptance 
of the SPA’s proposition. No ac- 
tion was taken last week on Schul- 
man’s bid for a publishers’ nego- 
tiating committee, each of whom 
would have full authority to act for 
his firm. The indications are that 
there will first be exploratory dis- 
cussions between counsel for the 
two factions, 





| 
{ 


dividually. 


Collectively, the tones do not 


| blend well when played forte, but 





are acceptable otherwise. 

In orchestrating for the current 
engagement, which is for the dura- 
tion of the Fair, Grofe has followed 
the customary patterns of notation 
for bands playing indoors; hence, 
many fine pianissimo effects are lost 
here where there is an outdoor noise 
level to be considered. 

Although the Novachord still re- 
tains some of the organish qualities 
of its predecessors, it is a step for- 
ward in the evolution of a me- 
chanical orchestra. Gilb. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 
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Noe Weber Demands Archer Explain 


Questionnaire to Ballroom Owners 


2 


American Federation of Musicians | Anti-Lynch Propaganda 


is considering putting the members . ° ° 
1 
of the Iowa Ballroom Owners’ Asso- In Swingtime, on a D sc 
Propaganda in swingtime will be 


ciation on the unfair list as the re- 

f stHennaive sent out by | released next week on a record cut 
sult of a ques “ | by Billie Holliday for Commodore 
Tom Archer, the association’s presi-| Music Shops of New York. Tagged 
dent and the alleged attempt of the | «strange Fruit,’ the platter is a musi- 
IBOA to fix prices for band employ-| 6g) ar campaign, 
ment. Joseph N. Weber, AFM prezZ,| pointedly objecting to southern 
declared yesterday (Tuesday) that he | hangings. It was cut two weeks ago, 
has queried Archer about the intent | wiss Holliday getting special permis- 
of questionnaire and that if a satis- 
factory explanation was not forth- 
coming soon he would move to keep 
name or traveling bands out of Iowa 
and also put IBOA’s members on the 
federation’s unfair list. 


Weber stated that the association 








anti-lynching vocals 


sion from Vocalion, where she’s con- 
tracted, for the date. Formerly vocal- ! 
ist with Artie Shaw, the singer is 
now at Cafe Society, N. Y. 

Number was written by Harold J.| 
Rome and Lewis Allen around a 
poem scribbled by the latter. Frankie 
is not only trying to find out what|Newton’s band accompanied Miss 
its members pay bands but what the | Holliday. | 
leaders themselves are paying their 
men. The IBOA is also accused by 


Wener of attempting to force orches- | BILL MORRIS SPONSORS _ 
: FAIR DATE FOR DUKE: 


for their men, even though there 

have been some 50 decisions through- 

out the country holding that the 

band’s employer must assume this On either June 3 or June 11 Duke 

obligation. Ellington’s orchestra will give a con- | 
cert in the Hall of Music at the New 
York World Fair, sponsored by Wil- 
liam Morris, Jr., of the Morris Agen- 


Ben Bernie Talks cy which handles Ellington. Band 
Tent Show at Fair; | it Slayea a string of 30 concerts. it| 
Wants Straight Salary 


gets in tomorrow (10). 
Ellington is scheduled for one- 
nighters and a week at Loew’s State, 
Ben Bernie huddled with Grover ig gt suena teal 
Whalen and John Krimsky, N. Y. 
World’s Fair execs, on the idea of a 
big 5,000-capacity tent at pop prices, 
where the maestro could do a mass 
turnover biz. 
Vexed by adverse price publicity Washingtoi May 9. 
on the steep. restaurant tariffs, Bookkeeping transaction by which 
Whalen now wants to go to the other| Decca Records stock actually con- 
extreme of cheap prices. Bernie says | trolled by Warner Bros. was shifted 
OK, but instead of he and Jules C.|in March from Herman Starr to 
Stein, of Music Corp. of America,| Brunswick Radio was revealed last 
putting up all the investment as a| week in regular Securities and Ex- 
private venture, Bernie wants the | change Commission summary along 
Fair to run it and he’ll work on a/ with transactions by another director 
$6,500 straight guarantee. That was| of the disc concern. 
his income at the Chicago Fair, Routine report stated Starr sur- 
where Krimsky and Whalen recall | rendered 1,357 shares of Decca com- 
his big gross, capitalizing on his| mon without any consideration. Ad- 
radio rep, greeiing the farmers, | ditional batch swelled the holdings 
autographing, etc. in Brunswick’s name to 38,759. At 


SQUARE DANCES IN ole I. Thorp of New York picked up 
CITY OF 3,000,000 


100 shares while Laurence M. Marks 
Chicago, May 9. 


& Co., in which Thorp is interested, 
unloaded its remaining 300 tickets. 

Having plugged barn dances these 
many years, WLS is finally actually 
staging real square dance parties. 
Series of old-time dances was started 
by WLS last week at the White City 
Ballroom on the southside, and now 
WLS is seeking other spots in which 
to stage the barn frolics. 

Guy Colby, caller on the Saturday | _ Ralph Freed and Burton Lane clef- 
WLS barn dance program, is calling | in& songs for Republic’s ‘Hit Parade 
the dances at the ballroom, while the | Of 1939. 
dansapation is being tossed by the 
Hayloft Fiddlers, a WLS aggregation. 

However, the orchestra serves up 
some modern dance tunes for the 
youngsters who want a little shag- 
ging. 




















Decca Detai!s Revealed 

















Music Notes 


Franz Waxman scoring Metro’s 
‘Lady of the Tropics.’ 











Aaron Gonzales doing the music 
score for ‘Panama Girl’ at RKO. 











Roy Webb doing musical score for 
‘Little Mother’ at RKO. 





Victor Young doing musical score 
for ‘Geronimo’ at Paramount. 








File for Oneida Dance Hall 


Albany, N. Y., May 9. 
Russell’s Danceland, Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct a theatrical and 
dance hall business in Oneida, N. Y., 
with a capital stock of $20,000, $100 
par value. Directors are: William T. 
MacNeilly, Eva W. Zophy, Oneida. 
Attorney Alexander L. Saul, Syra- 
cuse. 


T. Devine’s Rural Hoofery 


Indianapolis, May 9. 

Tom Devine, operator of the In- 
diana Ballroom here, has joined 
forces with Harry E. Page, former 
operator of the Fairview Hotel, Lake 
Manitou, Rochester, Ind., to recon- 
dition and reopen the Colonial Hotel 

















+++ 
f Band Bookings ; 
o44o4 
Kay Kyser, Valley Dale, Colum- 


bu., May 14; U. o1 Kansas, Lawrence, 
16; broadcast, Kansas City, 17; Cata- 








i lin Island, May 20, four weeks; then 
|four weeks of one-nighters on 
| Coast. 


Hal Kemp, Mercerberg Academy, 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers ou 


(Week ending May 6, 1939) 
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Bete SP EM oa duet hin duced etedcacubess eTTTis tick BVC 
RE UNITE 6.3.5 54h 03 Ki OAR CRESS 40d 4400464 dea SS Santly 
Se ee eee WEEN 5b Soca a onc heseiaceccae rents BVC 
GP BD ia 5 Sed b ty cwdepawgess os 4b0seh00s 0beess Ketece Chappell 
DB ee, ee ee ee rr ee Pe rer trey Feist 
Ne ED 5 x's 90660004 40060452604 6b40 0600600 Shapiro 


*Wishing (‘Love Affair’) 


June 2: William and Mary: College, bey LS soya pape tt Sale ee eee ene Ea Crawford 
Williamburg, Va., 3; tvo weeks col- ep vin ee Te TT LES PEL EC LETS ULL Cr TET TET Robbins 
lere proms; Cavalier Va. Beach, Va., CAVEN CAN Walt .....eesececeseeecereerecereecsveces Remick 
. ae 49 ane week peice ON PURINE as a6 0K Gb 580.5 Kod bi 04650 bo eeboeses Berlin 
. oe a ain. ted I'm Building a Sailboat of Dreams..................... Shapiro 
Gray oreem, Lyric agent — ‘| “East Side of Heaven (‘East Side of Heaven’)........... Santly 
week June 12; June 19, Zanesville, EINES GU SIWOD cin cn ciedceccscsccccecdea Crawford 
Ohio; 20, Dayton; 21, Detroit; 22, ETI TEE LE AS Sha ir 
Kane, Pa; 23, Pitt; 24 Gallitzen,| Ip] Didn't Care ......-.sssessosoc secon cece Chappell 
Pa.: 26, White Plains, . ¥.3 a¢, Fe * Indicates filmusical song. 
opens Edison hotel, N. Y. ‘ 
Bob Millar, Hollendon hotel, 


Cleveland, May 15. 

Casa Loma, Palmer House, Chi- | 
cazo, six weeks, May 18. 

Joe Venuti, May 20, Oklahoma 
Cicy; May 23, aulsa. 

Woody Herman, May 26, Cornell 
U., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Claude Hopkins, June 12, Rocky 
Mount, N. Carolina. 

Wrankie Trumbauer, May 27, four 
weeks, Carsonia Park, Reading, Pa. 

Frank. Dailey, May 17, Iowa City, 
Fort Wayne, Ind, 

Ted Lewis, June 2, Turnpike Ca- 
sino, Lincoln; 3, Frog Hop, St. 


Joseph, Mo.; 4, Skyline B., Sioux | Don’t Worry "Bout Me...fCotton Club Revue... Mills 


City; 5, Arkota B. Sioux Falls; 6, | 
Troman B., Des Moines. 

Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritzers, 
May 27, Palmer House, Chi.; 30, | 
Riverside B., Green Bay, Wis.; June | 
1, Recreational Bldg., Virginia, 
Minn.; June 10-17, Baker Park, 
Rapid City, S. D. 

Will Osborne, June 3, U. No. Caro- | 
lina; 4, Clemson College; 7, Wash- 
ington and Lee U., Lex., Va.; 17, Tro- 
man B., Des Moines; 19, Arkota B., 
Sioux Falls, S. D. 

Dick Barrie, May 19, two weeks, 
Lakeworth Casino, Fort Worth. 


PHIL SPITALNY 
SHOWCASING 
IN CHl 


When Phil Spitalny and his all- 
femme band open May 26 at the 
Hotel Drake, Chicago, it will be 
more than for the purpose of a four- 
week engagement. Back of the book- 
ing is a showcase idea, as the maes- 
tro has several radio sponsors inter- 
ested. 

For the Drake it represents the 
largest band personnel ever spotted 
there, numbering 37 musicians. 
Spitalny’s largest dance band was 
when he was at the Hotel Biltmore, 
N. Y., with 27 girls commencing last 
Thanksgiving week. 











Ayers Lamarr Joins 
Joe Glaser Dance List 


Formerly handling colored bands 
exclusively, Joe Glaser has his first 
white outfit. It’s the Ayers Lamarr 
crew from New Orleans and was 
immediately booked by Glaser into 
Charlie Shribman’s State Ballroom, 
Boston. Band opened there last 
week and is being held over. Sign- 
ing is the first effect of Bob Sander’s 
entry into the Glaser office. He 
was once head of CRA in Dallas. 
|Lamarr is a former CRA band. 

Glaser recently negotiated an ex- 
clusive booking contract with the 
Grand Terrace, Chicago. 





Al Roth orchestra and a Cuban 








in the latter spot. It burned earlier 
in the year. 

Plans now under consideration 
will open the resort for dancing on 
May 27, with the hotel to be ready 





Song Suggestions 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


“DIGA DIGA DO” 


MILLS MUSIC 


June. Dance pavillion will have a 





with name bands booked 
week-ends., 








for occupancy about the middle of 


regular orch playing every night, 


outfit tagge! ‘Echoes of Cuba,’ led 
by Drosa Costello and Raphael Font 
| go into the International Casino, N. 
| Y., when it reopens. 








Kay Kyser plays a special hop 
created by students at U. of Kansas, 
Lawrence, May 16, because he was 


in for| unavailable for their annual prom 











¥ Network Piugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ), 
Monday through Sunday 


s from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 


and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
(May 1-7). 
| formances on the two major network 
notes film song, t legit, all others are pop. 


Total represents accumulated per- 
Symbol * de- 
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TITLE. PUBLISHER. TOTAL. 
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On the Upbeat 





Joe Reichman to open William 
Penn Hotel’s Urban Roof, Pittsburgh, 
May 26, with Bernie Cummins pull- 
ing out for Cavalier hotel, Virginia 
Beach, after four-month run in Pitt. 
spot. Both placed by MCA. 





Billy Yates back in Pittsburgh after 
an engagement at El Tivoli, Dallas, 
Tex., and into Show Boat, Pitt., for 
an indefinite stay last Thursday (4), 
Yates replaced Al Fremont crew, 
latter succeeding Emerson Gill at 
New Penn Saturday (13). 





Herman Middleman, former Pitts- 
burgh band leader, has opened an 
orchestra-contracting office in that 
city. Was to have gone with brother- 
in-law Jackie Heller’s new band, but 
latter has passed up baton for a spot 
in Lew Brown’s coming musical, 
‘Yokel Boy.’ 





Baron Elliott staff outfit at station 





late this month. 


(Continued on page 45) 





NEAL BUCKLEY LEAVES 
BESTOR AFTER DECADE 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

Neal Buckley, for almost 10 years 
a singer with Don Bestor’s band, has 
left that outfit to go into radio work 
here. He’s been added to the KDKA 
staff and will mak< his debut as an 
artist there on new half-hour Thurs- 
day night variety show. At same 
time, Buckley is also organizing & 
band of his own, taking over the old 
Val Garvin outfit for possible dance 
dates in this district. 

KDKA program on which Buckley 
is airing from here has Maurice 
Spitalny’s staff band, Dorothy Jane 
Ross and blackface team of ‘Sugar- 
foot and Rufus’ (Bob Padgett and 
Jack Bell). Padgett is a brother of 
Pat Padgett (Pick and Pat). 








L. Wolfe Gilbert is publishing the 
song, ‘Winter Blossoms,’ written by 
himself and Werner Janssen. 











——— 
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AGENTS’ OUSTER 
FROM R. C 
STARTS 


The ouster of theatrical agents 
from all buildings in Radio City, 
New York, at the termination of 
their leases, has already begun. 
Those who have scrammed in the 


past couple of weeks include Eddie 
Sherman, Charles V. Yates (who has 
joined Consolidated Radio Artists), 
Jack Davies and Mark Leddy. 

Reason for the ouster of the agents 
is given by the R. C.’s renting of- 
ficials as overcrowding in the build- 
ings’ elevators and corridors. Agents, 
they claim, cause a great influx of 
actors, etc., into the chi-chi confines 
of the Rockefeller project. 

The renting office claims there are 
no exceptions to the rule and that 
all agencies and theatrical booking 
offices will have to get out when 
their leases expire. Some of the 
larger offices, such as William Mor- 
ris, have long-term leases and 
haven’t begun to be concerned as 
yet. 

When Radio City was first con- 
structed, there was a drive made by 
its renting office for theatrical agen- 
cies, then mostly quartered in the 
Palace and Bond Buildings on Broad- 
way, to migrate to Sixth avenue. Ad- 
vantageous deals were even made 
for some to come over to the Rocke- 
fellers. 


2 Sue Int’l’s Ops 
For 4006; Claim 
Walkout on Deal 


Ted Hammerstein and Lewis H. 
Morris have instituted a joint action 
in New York supreme court asking 
for $400,000 damages from the pres- 
ent management and owners of the 
International Casino on Broadway. 
Defendants named are Chester H. 
Canning, Alex Finn, Joseph H. Moss, 
National Casino, Inc., International 
Casino Productions, Inc., 1514 Broad- 
way Corp., R. Baylor Knox, banker, 
and the City Farmers Trust Co. 

Hammerstein and Morris allege 
that they first interested Canning, 
New England oilman; Finn, operator 
of the Mayfair Club, Boston, and 
Moss in an idea to reopen the In- 
ternational, but were latear dropped. 

Hammerstetn ctaims that his earn- 
ings, as producer of the shows, 
would have been at least $20,000 
yearly, while Morris was to have 
received around $10,000 yearly as 
head of the banquet and private- 
party department. 

Walsh & Levine is the law 
firm representing Hammerstein, a 
nephew of the late Oscar Hammer- 
stein, and Morris. 

The International, with Georgie 
Hale as producer, is scheduled to 
reopen May 21. Harry Richman and 
Milton Berle wil! co-headline the 
first show in the spot since it shut- 
tered several months ago after first 
going into 77B. 


Pitt Cafe Op Fined $900; 
Sold Booze to Minors 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 
Bill Green, roadhouse operator 
here, waived hearing before the 
Pennsylvania State Liquor Control 




















Board last week on a charge of sell- 
ing liquor to minors and drew a) 
license suspension of 90 days. How- | 


ever, he chose an alternate sentence 
of a $10 forfeiture to the board for | 
each day of the suspension. 

_ Once before Green saved his booze | 
license when it was in danger of be- 
ing revoked. That was two years 
ago when, up on charges of operat- 
ing slot machines at his Casino, he 
pleaded guilty but in return for aid- 
ing the staté in convicting an alleged 
racket czar, he was let off with a 
$300 fine and a year’s probation. 





Six Grays Set for 5th 
‘Season With B-C Fair 


| 
Six Grays, five sisters and a 
brother, have been set for their fifth 
consecutive season with the Barnes 
& Carruthers Fair, the tour starting 


from Chicago in August. 
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MORRISSEY PINCH-HITS 


When Musicians, Stagehands Walk, 
Producer Pianos Whole Show 


—_— 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Walkout of musicians and stage- 
hands at the Criterion theatre Sat- 
urday night (6) put Will Morrissey 
in a spot. But not for long. Pro- 
ducer of the ‘Big Show’ there sat 
down at the piano and played a com- 
plete performance. ‘Persons un- 
known’ operated the lights and cur- 
tain, 

Morrissey’s backers had failed to 
come through with coin for the mu- 
sikers so backstagers walked in sym- 
pathy, 


5. F. AFA WINS 
INJUNCTION 
IN PROBE 


San Francisco, May 9. 

Restraining order enjoining inter- 
national representatives of the AFL 
and American Federation of Actors 
from removing actors’ records from 
local AFA office in their investiga- 
tion of conduct of local branch has 
been granted by Superior Court 
here. Temporary restrainer was 
given after Alfred T. Smith, unit 
president, filed suit charging Ralph 
Whitehead, Meyer Lewis and Jack 
Mills, AFL representatives, with in- 
terfering with control and manage- 
ment of union in manner contrary to 
constitution. 

AFA members here have given 
Whitehead, national AFA exec sec- 
retary, vote of confidence. Smith, 
it’s claimed has refused to turn over 
minutes of meetings to investigators. 
Whitehead is expected to arrive here 
Friday (12). 


Elliott Roosevelt Sells 
Ralph Hitz on Cowboy 
Motif for Gotham Roof 


Elliott Roosevelt has sold Ralph 
Hitz on the idea of converting the 
roof layout of the Belmont Plaza 
hotel, N. Y., into the Texas Ranch 
Room. Hillbilly talent will be booked 
by the artists bureau of the Texas 
State Network, of which Roosevelt is 
president, and there’s a deal on for 
Gene Autry to m.c. the show. Shep 
Fields will have the orchestral as- 
signment. 

Decorations such as steer heads 
are being shipped from Fort Worth 
by the TSN. The waiters will be 
dressed in chaps. The _ sideroom, 
decorated as a chuck wagon with a 
bar, the seats of which will consist 
of saddles.and stirrups. 

Roosevelt will participate in the 
opening ceremonies by a_ personal 
appearance, while on the night be- 
fore the opening he will toss a pre- 
view with advertising men as his 
guests. He will also have the net- 
work contribute a half hour’s pro- 
gram weekly plugging the New York 
nitery. Mutual will likewise clear 
a half hour weekiy from the roof. 


SMITH-DALE QUIT FAY 
AFTER WAGE WRANG 


Frank Fay’s show, currently in its 
second week at the Shubert, Boston, 
opened in the Hub last week minus 
Joe Smith and Charlie Dale. Comic 
team left the show when their re- 
quest that a week’s salary be posted 























in advance was refused by Fay and | ish nobility on a singing engagement | 


the Shuberts, the latter guaranteeing 
the road venture on securing the lay- 


out’s major ownership from Fay. Fay | 


is presently on a hunt for a replac- 
ing comedy act. 

The New York run of the show is 
reported to have cost Fay around 
$40,000, the actor-impresario being in 
the bag for over $12,000 preliminary 
expenses even before the opening at 


the 44th Street theatre. All the coin | 


is said to have been his own, no 
backers being connected with the 
venture until the Shuberts stepped in 
for the road tour. 


ts. 
[E 





Omaha Thea. Basement 
Converted Into Nite Club 


Omaha, May 9. 
The basement of the closed State 
theatre here, converted into a thea- 
tre-restaurant, opened last week as 
the Cinema Club. Films and a band 
comprise the entertainment, Bobby 
Bowman’s band is current. 


Spot is being operated by National 
Entertainment Enterprises, headed 
by Ralph Goldberg, prexy of the 
Goldberg Theatres Corp., which 
operates several houses here. 





Indpls. Cafe Reopens 
Indianapolis, May 9, 

The Plantation, five miles north of 
the city, which was opened twice and 
closed on gaming charges, is taking 
another fling. The last attempt to 
open was frustrated when sheriffs 
closed club the night it opened. 


Former cover of $2, which in- 
cluded a floor show, has been re- 
duced to 25c. Music will be played 
by a small orchestra. 


RKO OUTBIDS 
B&K FOR MISS 
POWELL 


Chicago, May 9. 
RKO’s Palace here won out over 








bidding for Eleanor Powell, with the 
result that she goes into the RKO 
house May 26 on a 50-50 split from 
the first dollar. Miss Powell is to 
provide the show from her receipts, 
being guaranteed at least $7,500 by 
the house. 

The deal with the Chicago theatre 
was virtually set before RKO en- 
tered the picture, but B&K is re- 
ported to have balked at the 50-50 
split idea, offering instead a guaran- 
tee and a percentage over a certain 
gross figure. 

In Loew’s houses, Miss Powell 
works for her Metro studio salary, 
costing that circuit’s theatres around 
$5,700 a week. 





Eleanor Powell’s Cleve. Date 


Cleveland, May 9. 

Loew's State goes back to flesh 
again Friday (12), with Eleanor 
Powell topping house’s second-stage 
unit of the year. Show, consisting 
of Andy Iona’s Hawaiians, Frances 
Faye, Lewis and Ames, Titan Trio 
and T. Bradley Martin is slated to 
get in so late (11:35 am.) from 
Washington that the picture will pre- 
vent customary rehearsal in the the- 
atre. Everett Steinbeck, house man- 
ager, is getting around difficulty by 
borrowing WGAR’s largest studio for 
the rehearsals, also using Angelo Vi- 
tale’s pit orchestra. 

Jack Haley’s radio show. is the 
State’s next vaude, tentatively set 
' for first or second week in June. At 
‘the next-door RKO Palace Nat Holt 
ir bringing in Benny Goodman on 
Friday (12) as opposition to Miss 
Powell. Palace’s lineup for the next 
| five stanzas is the strongest it has 
had this season. May ‘Vest is on cal- 
endar for May 19, followed on May 
| 26 by Gene Krupa and Burns and 
| Allen on June 2. 
| 


| Nitery’s Titled Songstress 


Coq Rouge Club, N. Y., has booked 
Lady Marguerite Strickland of Brit- 




















beginning on her arrival here from 
| England next Monday (15). 

Lady Strickland is of the London 
|stage with a rep as a pop singer on 
the continent. Date will be billed 


an American debut. 


Dallas Nitery Folds 


Dallas, May 9. 
The zipper has been drawn on the 
Chez Maurice, penthouse  nitery 
here, formerly one of the town’s top 





Biz lately has been way off. 


Balaban & Katz’s Chicago in spirited | 


ACTS MUST HUSTLE HERRING, T00, THIS. 
SUMMER AS BORSCHT LOOP CUTS DOWN 








Versatile 


With the expected curtailment 
of entertainment budgets in the 
Borschteries this coming sum- 
mer, Gene Doyle (and Donnelly) 
has figured out a way to make 
himself more useful to the pro- 
prietors. 

‘If necessary,’ he 
double into salads.’ 


2 VAUDERS SET 
PICTURES FOR 
SUMMER 


The Roxy, Atlanta, indie theatre 
operation stage-booked by Fanchon 
& Marco out of New York, drops 
vaude May 18 for a straight picture 
policy that’l] last all summer. House 


says, ‘Tl 











expects to return to stage shows 
again in the fall. 
Vaude policy went in late last 


winter and is said to have provided 
an even break for the house, satis- 
factory to the operators because of 
the n.g. film product available to 
them. 





New Policy in Hartford 
Hartford, May 9. 
The State drops stage shows Mon- 
| day (15) for a summer policy of 
| pictures three days a week. Thea- 





name band policy. 
Pictures will be played Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. ; 


RKO Albee, Cincy, Back 
To Vaude for Summer; 
Goodman's Orch Set 


RKO’s Albee, Cincinnati, which 
hasn't played vaude in years, adopts 
an occasional full-week stageshow 
policy May 26, which is expected to 
carry through the summer, First 
show will be Benny Goodman's or- 
chestra, with the deal calling for a 
guarantee and percentage. 

The Shubert, Cincy, however, will 
continue to be RKO’s regular vaude 
spot in that town during the cool 
months. This house seats around 800 


less than the Albee and is currently 
playing straight pictures, as is the 
Albee. 

The number of shows the Albee 
will play will depend on how many 
| b.o. stage attractions RKO can line 
up from the New York booking 
| office. 











Ciney’s Upbeat 
Cincinnati, May 9. 

Flesh is having a mild upbeat in 
Cincy. Mae West and her ‘Holly- 
wood Revue’ come into the indie 
Taft auditorium Friday (12) for a 
_ special week’s stay. Stage show 

wil] be linked with the ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (Par). Scale 40-65c. 

After Benny Goodman's visit, May 
26-June 1, the Albee will play spot 
| fesh bookings, if and when, through 
'the summer. The RKO Shubert also 
is expected to resume stage shows, 
starting Sept. 1 


| 
} 





' 
| 
} 
| 


| Jeseel’s 30th Anni 





George Jessel celebrates his 30th | 
anniversary in show business May, 


15. Started in a Gus Edwards re- 
po with Eddie Cantor, Georgie 
Price and Walter Winchell. 


Jessel, currently airing two radio | 


shows weekly, opens his ‘Little Old 
New York’ concession at the New 


'York World's Fair Friday (12). 


+ 


Comics with Physiques to Double as Lifeguards Seen 
Commanding Top Pay—Many Resorts 
Overboard Last Season on Talent 


Went 





The borscht circuit is already in- 
vading Broadway for its summer 
entertainment, but this time it comes 
with wings clipped and tight bank- 
rolls. There'll be no splurging in 
the Catskills this year, last sum- 
mer, nearly all of ’em admit, hardly 
bringing enough to pay off for the 
sour cream. 

From all indications thus far, the 
mountain entertainers this summer 
will have to double into other ac- 
tivities besides the fioor shows to 
help keep the resort operating bud- 
gets down. Comics who have the 
physiques to double into a life- 
guard’s bathing suit will probably 
command top figures, with hoofers 
who can hustle the herring also 
finding themselves in demand. Mere- 
ly being a pleasant fourth in a 
bridge game, or able to lend a placid 
ear to some matron’s story about her 
operations, isn’t going to be much 
of a selling point. 

Last summer many resorts went 
overboard on talent, some of the 
borscht spots advertising reading 
quite Broadway, but the biz didn’t 
match the entertainment outlay. 
Long before Labor Day, many spots 
found it would be impossible to get 
out of the red and started to trim, 
but there was red on the ledgers, 
regardless. 

This year they indicate theyll 
start small and, if business warrants, 





| tre is said to have been a consistent | New York World’s Fair. 
moneymaker this past year with its} 


they'll increase later. The Memo- 
rial Day weekend, which finds many 
of the summer hotels giving pre- 
'views of their summer shows, will 
see non-name, cheap layouts in 
practically every spot. 

The resort men are also rather 
pessimistic about the effects of the 
Many see 
Gothamites sticking close to home 
during their vacations in order to 
take in the big show. 

On the other hand, some of the 
borscht boys expect some good ef- 
fect from the national release of 
‘Having a Wonderful Time’ (RKO). 
They hope that out-of-towners who 
saw the picture and plan coming to 
the Fair, will also come up to the 
mountains just to see if it’s true 
what they say about the Catskills. 


Venezuelan in New York 
Working With Chas. Allen 
On Vaude-Air Promotion 


Carlos H. Develasco, South and 
, Central American showman, was in 
| New York last week lining up Amer- 
|ican acts for a theatre-broadcasting 
| project that he wants to install in 
| Venezuela. His idea is to air vaude 
|bills from the Nacional theatre, 
| Caracas, with admission charged at 
| the house. Each program would run 
| for an hour and consist of a band 
and several acts. There would be 
an audience overturn between broad- 
casts, numbering either three or four 
each night, and the talent would al- 
ternate from show to show. 

Develasco said that he already had 
one sponsor lined up for the evening 
broadcasts. He’s doin” his talent 
buying through Charles H. Allen, 
New York booker. Bands and acis 
| are being offered three-week guar- 
antees plus two-way fares, with the 
money placed in escrow in Caracas. 
' The acts would be permitted to dou- 
, ble into night clubs. 


| 
Rose’s Casa Reinstates 


| $1 Admish for Balcony 


' Casa Manana, Billy Rose’s Broad- 
way theatre-cabaret, is reinstating 
its $1 admish for the balcony seats 
this week. This idea was dropped 
with the current James Barton- 
Willie and Eugene Howard show, 
but it was found that the diners- 
drinkers didn’t care for the upstairs 
locations, 

For the $1 admish, the patrons are 
permitted to sit at tables, see the 
show and also dance, but all drinks 
and food are at a la carte price. 

P. S.—Biz has been badly o% here 
of late, along with the rest of Broad- 
j way. 





| 
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CRITERION, L. A. 


(Will Morrissey’s Big Show) 





Los Angeles, May 3. 
Will Morrissey, Virginia Whalen, 
Donette De Lys, Harriett Hilliari, 
Willard Hall, Joe Oakie, Kelly & 
Schaeffer, Phil Arnold,-Charlie De- 
Haven, Pat Berger, Lillian Fitzger- 


lent chance of the venture catching 
on. Mitigating against it may be 
scale of prices, running at high of 
$2.20 for the few uncomfortable 
tables located in front of orchestra, 
and $1.65 and $1.10 for balance of 
main floor, with sliding scale from 
40c up in the balcony. 

First-nighters, mostly ir. on paper, 
were agreed tariff was pretty stiff, 





ald, Eddie Bruce, Edith Davis, Darby 


& Rudell, Joyce Hunter, James 
Alexander, Al Norman, Allabassi, 
Marcella Blanton, Edith Wilson,| 


Dave Miller’s.orch, Line (22). 





Will Morrissey has gone and done 


plus the fact that the only refresh- 
ments to be had are beer and soft 
drinks, and a variety of sandwiches 
which are sold from two bars and 
distributed by: short-skirted femmes 
throughout the house. 

As for the show itself, it is far bet- 





it again. This time his two-act musi- | 
cal revue, titled ‘Big Show,’ made its | 
debut only through last minute help | 
by Chanters Post, American Legion, 
made up largely of people formerly | 
connected with show biz. When| 
Morrissey’s financial backers failed to | 
make the grade; when the producer 
ran afoul of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors because of inadequate 
dressing room facilities, and the 
house was prevented from opening 
because of improper toilet facilities 
back stage, the Hollywood wisen- 
heimers said Morrissey had reached 
the end of his rope. But he went out 
and promoted the Legionnaires, had 
them take over his year’s lease (sub- 
ject to canteHation at any time) on 
the Criterion, got them to advance 
enough money to pacify the unions, 
and the revue made its debut (3). 

Typical of many Morrissey shows 
of the past, this one was in more or 
less ragged form for the opening. 
Chorines were undertrained, princi- 
pals, many of whom were substituted 
in the last 24- hours,‘ were under- 
rehearsed, and it was only after pay- 
ment of $500 that the musicians 
union would permit its men to step 
onto the rostrum. 

But withal, Morrissey has the mak- 
ings of a good show and, if business 
holds up sufficiently long to enable 
proper mouldings, there’s an excel- 
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}only fair. 


ter than most revues seen hereabouts, 
but sadly in need of tinkering. Sing- 
ing voices are weak and comedy is 
Dancing and specialty 
acts stand out, and chorines make up 
in effort what they lack in training 
and looks. Several blackouts are of 
the inoffensive type. 

Among principals who stood out 
at the premiere were vaude teams 
of Darby and Rudell, in a sensa- 
tional perch act, and Rawlins duo of 
roller skating experts. Others wor- 
thy of special mention were Edith 
Wilson, sepia songstress; Lillian Fitz- 
gerald, onetime vaude and musical 
comedy comedienne; Harriett Hil- 
liard, ballet dancer; Allabassi, torch- 
er; Willard Hall, who assists Morris- 
sey as m.c. of the affair; Al Norman, 
dancer, and Joyce Hunter, songs- 
tress, 

Irving formas and George R. 
Brown c éd music and TYTics, 
with additional numbers by Morris- 
sey, and staging- was under super- 
vision of Palmere Brandeaux. Song 
numbers that stand out are ‘Hello 
Mr. Love,” ‘So Close to Heaven’ and 
‘You're an Eyeful.’ 

Legion post has been sold on idea 
of converting Criterion into popular 
downtown night spot. Morrissey and 
his partner, Paul M. Trebitsch, are 
under salary arrangement to pro- 
duce and, if venture clicks, other 
shows will follow, with effort made 
to peddle current show to other 
legion posts throughout the country. 

Anyway, Morrissey has made a 
fresh start and if given proper finan- 
cial backing may have something 


| Coastites will fall for hook, line and 
| sinker, 


Edwa. 


‘HAVANA MADRID, N.Y. 





Castilla Twins, Rosita Ortega, 
Raul & Eva Reyes, Paloma, El Caney 
(6), Nano Rodrigo and Juanito San- 
abria (Cuban) orchestras. 





| As the Havana Madrid tag im- 
plies, it’s Latin in spades—Cuban and 
Spanish in decor, cuisine and diver- 
| tissement. And considering the $1- 
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S. A. Bouncer 


Dallas, May. 9.— 
The Nite Spot, downtown club, 
has hired a woman bouncer, 
Maude Joyce, 128-pound blonde, 
setting a bit of a precedent for 
this section. 
Frank Nick, the manager, 
says Miss Joyce can handle any- 
thing. 





either side and extra 
‘down the center. 
floor. 

trance. 


viewed, and business was nil. 


JACK LYNCH’S 








cially from the talent perspective. 
Rosita Ortega is a standard cas- 


and known in the better Latin niter- 


and Eva Reyes are likewise stand- 
ard with their Cuban terping. They 
first came to attention with their 
torrid rhumbas and congas, in native 
attire, which is still the finale punch 
of their routine, but they’re devel- 
oping nicely also with formal ball- 
roomology. He went in for the white 
tie and tails, and she in formal dec- 
ollete, when first at the St. Regis 
Roof and Waldorf and it’s a good 
idea to develop. However, their vi- 
brant personalities blend best with 
the native terping. 

Paloma, Argentine singer-pianist, 
is more a comedienne than a straight 


balladeer. She’s also oke on the Bra- 
zilian zambas, Paloma m.c.s through- 
out. 

Castilla Twins, male, doubling 


from the ‘Mexicana’ revue at the 46th 
St.. do mike balladeering. They’re 
personable in native ranchero getup 
and. accompany themselves .on the 
guitar. Unexciting but adequate 
fillers, 

Nano Rodrigo has a crack dance 
band and is standard on Victor rec- 
ords and over the air. Juanito San- 
abria’s Cuban combo and El Caney 
Sextet are relief units, latter also for 
the cocktailery and free dancing in- 
structions on weekend matinees, now 
a standard routine with spots of this 
sort. 

Ramon Ferrer and Angelo Lopez 
are the management, although per- 
haps better known to the customers 
are Leo, the headwaiter, who was at 
La Conga, and Miguel Roldan, for- 
mer co-owner of the original Conga, 
but now at this spot as public rela- 
tionist. Roldan has been with El 
Toreador and the Yumuri. 

Food, considering the entertain- 
ment nut, is quite good. Service, how- 
ever, seems awry, a deficiency that’s 
a false idea, even though the pop 
priced buck or dollar-and-a-half cus- 
tomers may not be too fussy. Abel. 


ONYX CLUB, N. Y. 


Six Spirits of Rhythm (7), with 
Dolores Ennis, Hot Lips Paige orch 
(7). 











Not yet officially labelled the 
Onyx, Joe Helbock, formerly con- 
cerned in the operation of the origi- 
nal Onyx a few doors down 52d 
street, unveiled his new spot Friday 
(5) in collaboration with Gene 
Smith. Litigation is still on over 
ownership of the title. A decision in 
N. Y. supreme court. 


To get his new spot underway, 
Helbock has brought in the Six 
Spirits of Rhythm, which aggrega- 
tion opened the original almost a 
decade ago. Sextet was recently 
augmented by Slim, of Slim and 
Slam, who clicked last year with 
their song, ‘Flat Foot Floogie.’ From 
a rhythmic, entertaining and non- 
blare standpoint, the Spirits are the 
hottest thing on the street. Impor- 
tant cog in the outfit is Leo Watson, 
formerly with Gene Kruva. His 
vocal improvisations and all-around 
—— lend plenty to the 
outfit. 


Slim handles the bass fiddle, giv- 
ing out with a vocal occasionally, in- 
cluding a new _ arrangement of 
‘Floogie.’ Milo Herth, at the piano, 
gives the outfit solid base for its 
stringed sending. Almost the entire 
crew get off solo vocals at various 
times, but more often sock over the 
pipings in unison. Dolores Ennis 
vocals with the Spirits in neat style. 


Hot Lips Paige and a six-piece out- 
fit alternate with the Spirits. Paige 
is wisely held under- wraps in the 
small room, muting his trumpet on 
every number. It’s an okay setup 
composed of three saxes, piano, 
drums, bass fiddle and Paige’s trum- 
pet. Three reeds dominate. 


Room is formerly Jack White’s 18 
Club, White having shifted next door 





to number 20. Seating approximate- 


$2 table d’hotes it’s a great buy, espe- 


tinet solo dancer, one of the best, 


ies, Radio City Music Hall, etc. Raul 





Philadelphia, May 3. 
Joe E. Lewis; 
Ruiz, Evely 


rtin, Line. (12), Joe 
Frasetto’s orc 





Regular trade at Jack Lynch’s this 
sesh takes-a long chance on being 
bored, for a large quantity of the 
show is holdover stuff from previous 
weeks, while a good portion of the 
remainder are acts repeating former 
engagements here. Net result is but 
one standout with real novelty—the 
Nicholas Brothers, who click extra 
strong. 

M.c.ing and carrying the comedy 
end of the bill is Joe E. Lewis, who 
last fall played a lengthy stay at 
Lynch’s and only a couple weeks ago 
was at the Fox here. Lewis’ turn is 
largely repetitious and suffers some- 
what on that angle. Comic, how- 


libbing and has a natural forte for 
stirring things up, which gets him by 
pretty well on old material. Notable 
addition to his turn is a parody on 
‘The Umbrella Man,’ also plenty 
blue: -. <e « - 


ly 150, it’s neatly trimmed in blue, 
with leather upholstered benches 
running the length of the walls on 
small tables 
There’s no dance 
Small, semi-circular bar is at 
the head of the room just off the en- 
52d street habitues hadn’t 
caught on to the spot yet when re- 


(WATTON ROOF, PHILLY) —- 


; te Gains- 
worth, Nicholas Brothers, Maclovia 


, Vincent Rizo’s orch. 


ever, does a heavy quantity of ad| 





——— 





New Acts 


BLANCHE and ELLIOTT 
Dancing 
8 Mins. 


Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 

This duo has a flair for mixing 
ballroom, adagio and modernistic 
techniques for solid results, Opening 
number is a bolero, 
°"”A Martha Graham-school interpre. 
tation of “Deep Purple” is the team’s 
second effort. Here the automaton 
movements are combined deftly with 
adagio hair-raisers involving drops 
of slip-outs from spins. The closing 
| trick has. the man doing fast pivots 
| while the girl holds on by clutching 
a foot in one hand around his neck. 

oth members. have youth and 
looks, and the material should click 
anywhere, but they are inclined to 
be a little dead-pannish, Gilb. 














MARION JOYCE 

Songs 

9 Mins. 

Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 


There'll be no sleeping while this 
gal is on, for she has plenty of umph, 
exceptional verve and a voice that 
is both good and loud. Garbed in a 
low-cut gown, she holds the eye as 
well as the ear when she starts with 
| ‘All God’s Chillun-Got Rhythm,’ 
| neatly giving the band an occasional 
| break for a phrase or two. 

‘This Can't Be Love’ and 
town Strutters Ball’ round out the 
repertoire. The latter is the prin- 
gipa} strain of a medley of oldies 





‘Dark- 





Marjorie Gainsworth, femme war- 
bler, is also playing'a return date, 
but has. completely. changed her 
style. Always: socko in the two years 
she has been playing niteries and 
theatres, former Chi Opera chirper 
has made a questionable switch in 
getting away from her original suc- 





cess formula. 

Nicholas Bros. (2) clang the bell. 
Colored lads are worthwhile from 
every angle. Standout from the start 
is their personality, a sure winner. 
Then there’s the professionalness of 
their whole turn and the socko and 
showmanly tap routines they exhibit. 
In addition, they break up the stand- 
ard Negro dance act with a nifty bit 
of vocalizing, including some highly 
amusing double-talk on ‘I Wanta 
Make Rhythm.” Wind up with some 
splits and other neat acro stuff for 
the bends. 

Line (12) does two numbers, both 
pips, but both the same _ things 
they’ve been doing for the past eisht 
weeks or more. They open with 
gals coming out singly in costumes 
of various Ziegfeld productions, 
pretty much standard in idea, but 
well executed. Second routine is a 
Conga number with even more col- 
orful and extravagant costumes. It 
is materially hypoed by the solo 
work of Maclovia Ruiz. Laiter’s a 
nifty hip-waver with long, black 
hair that trails down her back. 
Opens vocally, then goes into her 
terping at the head of the line. 


er from ‘Sing Out the News.’ follows 
the line in 





and fairish. Herb. 

CHEZ AGNES CAPRI 
(PARIS) 

Paris, May 2. 


Agnes Capri, Germaine Montero, 


rel, Yves Deniaud. 





With no dance floor and no orches- 
tra, Chez Agnes is one of those petite 
boites that either catches on, or 
misses by a mile. 
With prices geared to catch the best 
of the middle strata, the seating ca- 
pacity of a little over 100 is always 
taxed, but the show seems just as 
crowded as the spectators on the 
midget stage, which holds the spot 
= the opposite end of a just as small 

ar. 

Agnes offers songs of a strange 
French vintage on both the comic 
and sad side to get the best results 
of the offering, as well as managing 

(Continued on page 45) 


Evelyn Martin, auburn-tressed hoof- | 


its first appearance. | 
Routines typically musical comedy | 


Eva Bush, Michelle Lahaye, Edouard | 
Bessiere, Fabien Loris, Lucien Mey- | 


This one has. | 


which, like all her numbers, are de- 
livered in a 2-4 tempo reminiscent 
of Rae Samuels. Gilb. 


AL ZIMMEY 
Songs and Talk 
8 Mins.; One 
State-Lake, Chicago 
Zimmey is a singing single who 
will make good with any audience 
anywhere. He sings loud, he sings 
earnestly and he keeps punching. 
He goes in for home-and-mother 
songs, such as ‘Majesty the Baby’ 
and for cavalcade stuff such as the 
rhymed and vocalized story of Irv- 
ing Berlin’s songs. All good variety 
stuff and banged across by Zimmey 
in good vaudeville fashion. Gold. 


BOBBY and PATSY 
Acrobatic, Song and Dance 
11 Mins. 

Apollo, New York 


Youthful appearing couple, claim- 
ing to be originally from the conti- 
nent, have the makings of strong 
act. Even though badly split up 
here in two production numbers, 
pair evidences the stuff it takes with 
their admixture of song, tepping and 
tumbling. Blonde femme has first- 
rate swing rhythm voice. 

Both are vigorous workers, ut 
just now seem to need stronger rou- 
tining. Their Scotch song and dance 
finale is weakest.part of their act. 

Wear. 











HELD OVER AND DOUBLING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Now in the third week at the Palo- 
mar with Artie Shaw’s Band, and 
doubling at the Paramount Theatre, 
where I am held over for the second 
week. 

Booked in England in September 

















BOB GREGORY and 
PRINCESS BABA 


Dressed by 


| SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY. LONDON, ENG. 














| Best Coffee in England 


| QUALITY INN 


| LONDON, WEST-END 


Leicester Square 
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Gal, 22, to Open 
Snooty Al Fresco 
Nitery in Philly 


Stratford, Pa., May 9. 

Al fresco nitery here, in the 
swank Main Line suburb of Phil- 
adelphia, will be unveiled May 26 by 
22-year-old Margaretta Jones Bach- 
man. The ultra Rainbow Terrace is 
copied after the Sans Souci in Ha- 
vana and is being designed by Wil- 
liam H. Lee, one of Philly’s best 
known architects. 

Capacity will be 500. Hedged in 
with shrubbery and rare plants, it 
will aim strictly for neighboring car- 
riage trade, with a minimum at all 
times. Leo Zollo’s orchestra and 
chirpers Mildred Rogers and Ralph 
Eastwood are on the opening bill. 
Only other act planned at the mo- 
ment is a dance team. 

Miss Bachman recently was grad- 
uated from snooty Rosemont Col- 
lege. 


HACK WILSON’S CAFE 


Ex-National Leaguer Opens 
Run Club in Chicago 











Home 





Chicago, May 9. 
Hack Wilson, former National 
League slugger, is now running his 
Home Run Club on the near north- 
side. 
Returned to town several weeks 
ago as a nitery m.c. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By Happy Benway 








Bertha Kasarik, formerly at the 
Warner Bros.’ Leader, Philadelphia, 
is a new arrival at the Will Rogers 
for a general look over. 

Mrs. Henry Riedell, of Maracaibo, 
Venezuela, ogling the Rogers. Ditto 
for Mr. and Mrs. Eric Lindaur, of 
Baldwin, L. I. 

Carl Kern is one year older. 

The Jimmy Highlands are getting 
congrats. It’s a boy. 

Jack Rirsch, absent from the Ac- 
tors Colony for nearly a year, back 
with gifts to the gang. 

Betty Hessler, who did her routine 
up here, left for Chicago with that 
good-report. 

The Tootsie Heimlich family has 
contribbed books to the folks here. 

Edward W. Cady, stage vet, is 89. 
His greatest thrill, he says, was when 
he did his first amateur bit in Ips- 
wich, Mass., 70 years ago. 

Frank Garland, who has been bed- 
ding it for a long time with a cold, 
now on the upbeat. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 











VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS_BURLESQUE 








Dancer, Agent Sue for 2G 


Each in Crash Injuries 


Albany, May 9, 

Nadja Hall, dancer, and Courtney 
A. Kane, an agent, have filed suits 
in Albany City court for $2,000 each, 
as the result of an automobile col- 
lision near here, last April 24. Pat- 
rick Altopeda of Albany, is named 
defendant in both actions. James' 
H. Jewell, described as a friend of 
Miss Hall, who’s 17, instituted the 
action for Miss Hall as her guardian. 
~Miss.sbithieeclaims she and Kane, 
driver of the car, were en route 
to New York, where, she said, she 
had been booked for eight weeks at 
$75 weekly. The crash caused her 


Chance Play 





RKO’s Flushing, in Queens, is 
running a perfect tipoff trailer 
this week. It states: 

‘After playing vaudeville two 
nights a week for the past few 
weeks, the management has de- 
cided that’ the audience would 
rather play Bankroll.’ 








Buriesk Review 
REPUBLIC, N. Y. 





direct loss of $600 in salary, she al- 
leges. In addition, she seeks $1,400 
for injuries, principally lacerations | 
on the face and legs. Kane alleges | 
his injuries interfered with his busi- | 
ness. 


Benny the Bum’s Huff 
Over Rimacs’ Walk; 





Benny ee oi Gus ‘Schilling, Harry | 
| Fields, Bob Taylor, Johnny Cook, 


Phil Stone, Jean Rochelle, The Ray- | 


monds, Honey Bee Keller, Patricia 
Joyce, Gay Knight, Lea Howard, 
Isabel Brown, Dorothy Lawrence. 





Judged by all standards, the Re- 
public is dishing out a worthwhile 
90-minute show. The Raymonds, 
Isabel Brown and Jean Rochelle, 
coupled to good production, 
lighting and costuming, are the rea- 
sons for the good impression. 








Philadelphia, May 9. 

Suit for $4,000 is being planned 
avainst someone—he’s not quite sure 
whom yet—by Benny Fogelman, op- 
erator of Benny the Bum’s, because 
of the alleged walkout on its con- 
tract by the Rimac band Thursday 
(4). The Rimacs sailed to South 
America the following day, before 
Fogelman’s New York attorney could 
slap papers on them. Fogelman’s 
next choice for a damage suit is 
Rockwell-O’Keefe and Harry Romm, 
the troupe’s agents, although he ad- 
mits they were apparently in no way 
r.sponsible and just as surprised as 
anyone at the sudden jump. 

The Rimacs were in Benny’s for 
two weeks, with a two-week option. 
In their fourth week they had been 
skedded to continue until today 
(Tuesday ). 

Local talent and band was hur- 
riedly picked up to fill until to- 
morrow (Wednesday), when Ra- 
mona and Her Men of Music come 
: Fogelman figures his losses on 
business and advertising at $4,000 be- 
cause of the walkout. 

In quitting Thursday night, the 
Rimacs, in ignoring management re- 
monstrances that they would get in 
dutch with the musivians union, are 
reported to have said they didn’t 
care since they weren’t returning to 
this country anyhow. The Rimacs 
are chiefly a Spanish rhumba crew. 


e15 YEARS AGOe5e 


(From VARIETY) 








PARAMOUNT THEATRES 


Los Angeles, Cal. 


THIRD WEEK 


JIMMY 
HADREAS 


“4 Lesson in Dancing” 


Just returned from very successful 
season in Australia. Thanks to 


FRANK NEIL and 8AM KRAMER 


aD 











Bill introduced in Washington pro- 
posed all entertainment places be 
closed on Sunday. Church organi- 
zations were behind it. 





The world’s record run for a pic- 
ture ended. “The Covered Wagon,’ 
after 59 weeks at the Criterion, N. Y., 
closed. 





E. H. Sothern skedded tour of 
‘Hamlet.’ The Shakespearean’s wife, 
Julia Marlowe, however, wasn’t to be 
in the tragedy because her injured 
ankle was still mending. 








HARRY RICHMAN Sez: 


‘LORD & STEWART, 


19, Albemarle Street, 
LONDON, W. 1. 
Are England’s Best Tailors.’ 


The Hale Hamiltons suffered from 
lack of comedy in their Palace act. 
Grace Hayes didn’t go over at the 
Riverside, N. Y. 





‘The Lone Wolf’ film was ‘very 
phoney, though at times extremely 
enjoyable’ in its Rivoli, N. Y., debut. 
Cast included Dorothy Dalton, Jack 














Holt, Tyrone Power and Charlotte 





“Heart of the Loop” 


BREVOORT HOTEL 


Madison, east of LaSalle, Chicago 





Walker. 





A. L. Erlanger won another victory 
| from his former partner, Mare Klaw, 
when the appellate division of the 
supreme court affirmed a judgment 











Special Theatrical Rates won by Erlanger. 











GLADYS PALMER 


“Swing Songstress of the Ivories” 


Now 14th Week 


ROSE 


DOUBLING 
Week May 12 Week May 19 
STATE-LAKE THEATRE REGAL THEATRE 
Chicago Chicago 


BOWL 








Direction: HALPERIN-GREBEN AGENCY 





Pians Contract Suit: 


Of the above-mentioned trio, Miss 
Rochelle stands out. Her ‘Dance of 
the Lovers’ leaves little to the im- 
agination. Girl is outfitted on the 
left side as a woman and on the 
right as a man. Suggestive use of 
each arm in caresses, etc., winds up 
with Miss Rochelle on a couch for 
the fade. 

For the most part the comedy is 
old but clicky. Gus Schilling, Benny 
‘Wop’ Moore and Harry Fields, 
straighted by Bob Taylor and 
Johnny Cook, bring in the time- 
worn bits with slight refurbishing. 
Especially effective is the ‘hospital’ 
gag, which backfired when caught, 
but drew more giggles than if it 
would have been completed. How- 
ever, the response to Schilling’s zany 
cracks was good all the way. For 
the blackout. the balloon wouldn't 
fill and Schilling had to explain the 
finish. Other skits got almost as 
good response. 

One__ production highlight, in 
Spanish motif, is outstanding for its 
settings and lighting. Brings on all 
16 girls, eight dancing in eye-filling 
costumes and eight in the back- 
ground strumming prop. guitars. 
Phil Stone, juve, pipes ‘Penny Sere- 
nade,’ and into the middle of it 
bounces Isabel Brown for an acro, 
highkicks and muscle-control, all 
okay. Miss Brown is on again near 
the close in a bit wherein she’s en- 
veloped by a prop snake. Should be 
eliminated as it’s a poor variation of 
the ‘Dance of the Lovers.’ : 

Nothing outstanding in the strip 
section, thouch they’re all satisfying. 
Honey Bee Keller, a tall, neatly cos- 
tumed blonde, is featured and clicks 
easily. All four girls do three struts 
instead of the usual two. Miss Kel- 
ler is preceded by Lea Howard, who 
tries to nut too much into a vocal of 
‘That Old Feeling.’ thouzh she’s okay 
at the curtain: Patricia Knight, who’s 
smooth and off comnaratively fast, 
and Gay Knight, who’s okay, too. 
None goes very far in the peel. 

The Raymonds. a mixed tap duo, 
are on twice. Come in first in the 
opening beach scene, which is also 
nicely set up, with the girls in bath- 
ing suits tossing large beach balls, 
and again midway. Team isn’t very 
strong on the terns, but handily 
serves its purpose to inject variety. 


Pitt Burley Will Switch 
To Week-to-Week Basis 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

Two-weeks notice was posted at 
the Casino, local burlesque theatre, 
a few days ago and following its ex- 
piration house will be operated on 
a week-to-week basis. It’s figured 
the season will end early next 
month, giving George Jaffe’s flesh 
spot a longer year than usual. 

Biz for 1938-39 has been around 
25% ahead of last season, credited 
in main to lower admission scale and 
two engagements of Ann Corio, who 
beat her own previous record both 
times. 








Terper Injured 


Philadelphia, May 9. 

Cleo Barr, terper at Dutkin’s 
Rathskeller here, was injured in an 
}auto accident last week. She re- 
fused treatment and insisted upou 
working, but fainted on the floor at 
, the end of her performance. 

It was discovered at the hospital 
later that she had two fractured 
ribs, one of which nearly punctured 
her lung. 











Burley Firetrap Shut 
Youngstown, O., May 9. 


After three attempts had been 


| made this season to revive burlesque | 


here the Grand, formerly the Prin- 
cess, has been ordered closed by the 
| fire department here as a firetrap. 

The Grand is said to have made 
i this last burley try profitable. 


okay | 


VARIETY > ee 








Chicago Night Clubs Cut Down 1 Talent 
To Meet 1 A.M. Curfew on Rum Sale 








Chicago, May 9. 
Nitery talent suffered a_ serious 
blow last week when city authorities 
| clamped down on all spots in en- 
forcing the 1 a.m. curfew on sale of 
| liquor. 
Previously the taverns had been 


operating right through the night as | 


long as the customers kept buying 


drinks. With coin flowing in size- 
; able amounts, the taverns were 
spending considerably for talent. 


| This sum is being cut almost in half 
| through the law. 


Philly Jitters 
Philadelphia, May 9. 
Nitery operators here are suffer- 
‘ing from the worst case of jitters 
| since the advent of repeal as the 
result of State Liquor Control Board 
action during the past few weeks. 
Encouraged by the new state ad- 
ministration’s openly dry leanings, 


have been snooping in all major 
niteries to nab violators of the cur- 
few. 

Supposed to shut down at mid- 
night Saturday, nitery men claim 
the loss of tH® busindss between 
midnight and 2 a.m. is often the 
difference between red and black 
ink for the week. Some of the 
smaller spots have been closing 
promptly at 12 the past few weeks, 
now that the state men are known 
to be checking up, and are feeling it 
severely in the gross. 

Last administration allowed the 
niteries to operate on standard time 
instead of daylight saving, thus 
giving them an extra hour of busi- 
ness during the summer. Present 
rulers are looking into the legality 
of this technicality and there is a 
chance the spare 60 minutes may be 
eliminated. 

Meantime, the House committee 
on Liquor Control defied the strong 
dry lobby and encouraged night 
club owners by reporting two bills 
to liberalize the law. One measure 
would extend the Saturday curfew 
to 2 a.m., while another would per- 





agents for the board are reported to | 








mit bars to operate from Sunday 
noon to 2 a.m. Monday in com- 
munities where a majority of voters 
approve. 

Committee, in releasing the bills, 


| broke a precedent established since 


repeal. Wets were reported willing 
to abandon the drastic Sunday open- 
ing measure in a trade for support 
of the Saturday night sale extension. 
Neither is given much chance, how- 
ever, and Dr. William S. Forney, 
legislative agent for the dries, an- 
nounced there would be no com- 
promise. 





3,000 Spots Fall in Det. 
Detroit, May 9. 

Michigan cafes, including taverns, 
will be reduced by about 3,000 this 
month as result of biz conditions and 
more drastic enforcement of state 
rum laws. Fear of licensees over 
threat of a midnight curfew, replac- 
ing the present 2 a.m. closing hour, 
is another deterrent. 

Greatest part of decline in licen- 
sees is in Wayne County. By end 
of the month state rum board ex- 
pects to issue about 16,000 licenses, 
which compares with 19,000 given 
out a year ago. 


Night Club Notes 


The Modernistic, at Wisconsin 
State Fair. Park, reopening May 14, 
will be on the air again this sum- 
mer, over WTMJ. Featured regu- 
larly as house band wili be Stephen 
Swedish’s orchestra. 











Homer Knollenberg and Grant 
(Red) Wilhelme have taken over the 
Rathskeller, Fond du Lac, Wisc. 





Jose Ortez, pianist, moved into 
Neville Fleeson’s Mandalay in Holly- 
wood, 





Louig Prima has signed Rita 
Eagan, of New Orleans, to sing with 
his band. 
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Y¥GOR and TANYA 


haan 5s THE DANS OF THE FUTURE 


Daily Variety's Review of 
20th Century-Fox’s 


“ROSE OF WASHINGTON SQUARE” 


Thanks to DARRYL F. ZANUCK 
Who made our performance possible 


And to EARL CARROLL 
For his consent to our appearance in the picture 
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“A apecuielan gyrating yi which will get i 


TENTH WEEK AT 
EARL CARROLL'S HOLLYWOOD THEATEE . 


Management: Music Corporation of America 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 12) 


THIS WEE 


K (May 5) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











Loew 








London | 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (11) 

5 Canestrellys 

Steve Evans 

Peggy Taylor 3 

Benny Fields 

Mike Riley Ore 

CLEVELAND 

State (12) 

Gaynor & Ross 





Tommy Martin 
Josephine Huston 
Tomack & Reis Co. | 
Eleanor Powell 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (12) 
Kitty Carlisle 
Dr. Hoffman 
Cappy Barra Co, 
3 Castles 
Bob Neller 








Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (10) 


Dick Himber Bd 

Merry Macs 

Calgary Bros 
ATLANTA 


Paramount (12) 
Shirley Ross 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (12) 


3 Fonzells 
Frakson 
BUFFALO 


Buffalo (12) 
Carol Manners 








RKO 


Astoria 

4 

Dominion 

Florrie Forde 

5 Carlton Sisters 

Bower & Rutherf'rd 

CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 

Stanford & McN 

Renara 

Silver Songsters 

CLAPHAM 

Granada 

McKay & LaVallee 

Haver & Lee 


Bega 





Week of May 8 


Tom Costello 
Scotch Kelly 
Lottie Lennox 
Dennis Fam 
HAMMERS MITH 
Gaumont 
Florence Desmond 
5 Acromites 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Nixon & Morrison 
3;way Boys & B 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 
Hutch 
Gracie Schenk Co 


| 


| 


Angela Velez 
' 


| Jules Lande Ore 








BOSTON 
Keith’s (11-14) 
Elaine Dowling’s Co 

Pied Pipers 

Kirby & Duval 

Lee & Lathrop Bros 
‘Slim’ Timblin 


(4-7) 
4 Robeys 
Jack Morrison 


Radio Rubes 

Brown & Ames 

Hollyw’d Jitterbugs 
CHICAGO 
Palace (12) 

Roxyettes 

Tommy Trent 

Oxford Boys 

Milt Douglas & P 

(5) 


Roxyettes 
Petch & Deauville 





Gaudsmith Bros 
Morin Sisters 
Don Rice 


CLEVE._AND 
Palace (12) 
Benny Goodman Or 


(5) 
‘Mikado in Swing’ 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (12) 
Shep Fields Orc 
NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (11) 
Viola Philo 
Ray & Geraldine 
Brengk’s Golden H 
Marion Raber 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (12) 
Fred Waring Co 


Fred Waring Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (12) 
Horace Heidt Orc 


(5) 
Eddie DeLange Orc 
Hugh Herbert 
Ella Logan 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (12) 
Virginians 
Dick, Don & Dinah 
Camilla’s Birds 
Carol King 





(5) 
Sh’'yne & Armstr’ng 
Marion Talley 
Iris Wayne 
W & Joe Mandel 
16 Gae Foster Gls 
READING 
Astor (12-13) 
Frankie Masters Or 
(5-6) 
M Christopher 
Dorn Bros & M 
Milt Douglas Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (12) 
Honey Family 
J & Mil Mulcay 
Radio Ramblers 
Barr & Estes 
Hugh Herbert Co 








World’s Fair 








NEW YORK 
Aquacade 

Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins 


Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 


Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 


Merrie England 


Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russeil Bradshaw 
Louis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 


Old New York 




















5 Herons Frank Wilson 
EAST HAM Bemand Co 
Premier SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Velda & Vann Pavilion | 
Navarre Buck & Chick Co | 
Beatrice & Leon 5 Acromites 
Granada STRATFORD 
Kate Carney Broadway 
P & Mary Henri Velda & Vann 
Ida Barr Navarre 
Carlton Beatrice & Leon 
Griffiths Bros TOOTING 
GREENWICH Granada 
Granada McKay & LaVallee 
Arthur Reece Haver & Lee 
Rose Lloyd 5 Herons 
Provincial 
Week of May 8 
ABERDEEN Palace 
Herschel Henlere 
Tivelt Ere Siday Co 
Great Levante Douglas Rex & L 
DUNDEE Cooke Wells & H 
Cabaret Bills 
Armando’s Paquita Dominguez 


Buddy Clarke Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Pat Kennedy 


Barney Gallant’s 


Frank McFarland 
Nellie Paley 

Bersch & Dockery 
Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Elaine Spencer 
Letty Kemble 
Annette Guerlaine 
Moya Gifford 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 


Florence Wyman 
Stuart Young 

4 Gobs 

Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 


Casa Manana 


Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Willie & E Howard 
James Barton 

Don Barclay 
Charles King 

Yola Galli 

Harry Stockwell 
Jack Cole Co 
Debonairs 

Allen & Kent 

Capt Tiebor’s Seals 
Jack Johnson 
Juvelys 

Yacopi Tr 

Berry Bros 

Kay Parsons 





Ann Pennington 
Marion Eddy 
Marian Weeks 
Jean Bedini 
Rector 4 

Fred Ardath Co 
Jack Howard 
Jack Goldie 
Barney Olcott 
Charlie Wilkens 
Sexy 6 

Chester Hale Gis 





Ving Merlin Ore 


Fadettes Orc 








Independent 








ATLANTA 

Roxy (11) 
Dixie Dunbar 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Chick Kennedy 
Terri Franconi 


BALTIMORE 
State (11-13) 
2 Texans 
Wally Rand 
6 Jordans 
(14-17) 
Conte & Little 
Fenwick & Cook 
Frank “% Wilma Rev 
Hippodrome (12) 
Tony Martin 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
C Westfield & M 
Ames & Arno 


BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (12) 
George Ha!l Orc 
Dolly Dawa 
Jay C Flippen 
George Wyse Jr 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (5) 
Barry Mirkin 
Quinn Sisters 
Edith Ruddeforth 
3 Marinettes 
Henry Janis 
John Stanton 
Charles Dosch 
Ruth Rice 


NEW YORE CITY 
12) 


Buster , Bn 


Olive & Geo Cardini 
(5) 


Buster Shaver 
Olive & Geo Cardini 
PATERSON 
Majestic (13-14) 

Smiles & Smiles 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman 


(12-13) 
6 Grays 
(Three to fill) 
(15-19) 
Wynne, Brach & A 
Wally Rand 
(Two to fill) 


PITMAN 
B’way (13 only) 
St Onge 3 
Fenwick & Cook 
Frank & Wilma Rev 
(One to fill) 


PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (12) 
Clifford & Marion 
Johnny Rexello 
Jed Dooley Co 
Don Brosi & M 
M’'Connell & Moore 
RICHMOND 
National (11-14) 
Barcy, Breen & W 
(Three to fill) 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(14 only) 
Texans 
ally Rand 
6 Jordans 





Sylvia & Christian 
Art Lafleur 
Chateau Moderne 
Paul Bass Ore 
Jill Roy 

Gabriel 

Lynn Russell 
Marion Farrar 
George Rixon 


Club 18 


Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Kruger 
Judy Rudie 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Chas Macula Orc 
Carmelita 
Maria Del Carmen 
3 Gauchos 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Orc 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Orc 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brande: 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Della Lind 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


El Chico 


Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Fantasia Novia 
Joyita & Maravilla 








(Two to fill) 





Dorita & Valero 


El Morocco 
Val Ernie Orc 
DeVera Ore 


Famous Door 
Louis Prima Ore 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Don Ravel Ore 
Doris Reed 

Billy DeWolfe 

3 Musical Mantacs 
Gloria Gerard 
Nola Day 

Eve Arden 
Leonore Sola 
Molly Pearson 
Marion Baxter 
Gertrude Pershing 
Alice Anderson 
Vera Teatom 

Joe Lane 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito San'bria Or 
El Caney 6 

Rosita Ortega 
Paloma 

Castilla 2 

Raul & Eva Reyes 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Orc 


Hotei Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Orc 
Hi’tel Belmont-Plaza 


Ernie Holst Ore 
3 Smoothies 





Joan Merrill 
Belmont Balladee*s 
Adrian Rollini 
Hotel Biltmore 


Happy Felton Ore 
Louise Dunn 
Hotel Commodore 
Paul Tisen Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
8 Blue Notes 
Ernie Straub 
Russ Carlyle 
Ronnie Snyder 
Hotel Essex House 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Dale Sherman 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 


Eddy Mayehoff Oro 
Betty Gale 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Esther Shaw 

Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Milt Herth 3 


Hotel McAipin 


J Messner Oro 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 


Jan Garber Ore 
Jane Claire 
Vera Hruba 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy 
May Judels 
Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Starr Ore 
Bob Lido 
Al Harris 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Kay Kyser Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
E Madriguera Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Skylarks 
Hotel Plaza 


Jack Marshard Orc 


N D'Amico Oro 
Maurice & Cordoba 


Sheila Barrett 
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Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Horacio Zito Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Cassandra 
Peggy Adams 

Hotel St. Regis 
Joe Rines Ore 


Parker & Daniels 


| Harold Richards 


Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 

Hotel Walidorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Hal Kemp Orc 

Maxine Gray 
Georges & Jaina 
George Shelley 

Hotel White 

Lou Lang Ore 


Charlie Macy 
Peggy Brown 
Dell O'Dell 


Jimmy Kelly's 


Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 





‘Scats’ Powell 
Jack Osterman 


Mon Paris 


Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 
Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Orc 
Bob Knight Ore 
Dick Smart 
Elaine Bassett 
Peggy Healey 
Anita Colby 
Evelyn Kelly 
Rosanne Murray 


Onyx Club 


John Kirby Ore 
Lee Wiley 
Paradise 

Richard Himber 
Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Buddy & B Brunell 
Bob Parker 
Vicki Allen 
Barry McKinley 
Valya Valentinoff 
Rex Weber 

Pepper Pot 
Jce D'Andrea Ore 
Bob Matzi Orc 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 


Or 


Place Elegante 
Leo Lazaro Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Tommy Mills 


























Mary Lane Ben Kauf 
APPEARING ON 
NBC 
May 12th 
THE WIERE BROTHERS 
Via: MARK J. LEDDY 

Tanya Klavdia Kapelova 
Lee Leslie Volodia Katovore 


Gerri White 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 

Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz'les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 


Kit Kat Club 


Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Flash & Sunda 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
la Conga 
Pancho Orc 

Desi Arnaz Orc 
Diosa Costello 
Pancho & Dolores 
M’rtinez & Antonita 
Sarita Herrera 


La Marquise 


Bill Palermo Ore 
Gloria Whitney 
Harold Leonard 
Frances Connelly 
Nino Nonno 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Orc 
Joseph Smith Orc 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 


Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 

Le Mirage 
Marie Spalding 
Virg MacNaughton 
Stanley Evans 
New Yorkers 


Le Ruban Bleu 


Herbert Jacoby 
Hope Emerson 
Marie Eve 

Elsie Houston 
Greta . Keller 
Graziella Parraga 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 

Eddie Davis 

Iris Adrian 

Ting Pin Sou 

Royal Whirlwinds 

Lucky Sis 

2 High Spots 

Susan & Christine 

Jerri Withee 

James Keogan 

Ann Bronte 

Wally Wanger 6 
Jack Osterman’'s 

Little Club 


Roger Steele Orc 
Rita Renaud 
Virginia Curtis 
Rita White 
Betty Weaver 
Jeanne Hauser 
Gloria Grayson 


Biltmore Bowl 
Hacker & Sidell 
Grey & Kathleen 
Vincent & Sista 
Jeanne Darrell 
Pinky Tomlin Orc 


Cafe Caliente 
Chuy & Mario 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 
Eddie Aguilar Orc 


Cafe La Maze 
Park Avenue Boys 
Betty Jane Rhodes 
Matty Malneck Orc 


Club Bali 


George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 


Club Versailles 
Jerry Lester 


Peggy Fears 
Leonard Keller Ore 


Earl Carroll 


Paul Gerrits 
Aaron & Broderick 
Lamberti 

A Robins 

Vivien Fay 

Susan Miller 
Bery! Wallace 
Dorothy Gerron 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 








Romere Gomez 


Gil Phelaa 


Trixtfe ; 
Archie Bleyer Orc 





Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 


Plantation Club 


Chris Columbus Orc 
Barrington Guy 
Sally Gooding 

Ross Collins 

Joyce Beasley 

Rene & Estela 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Al & Freddie 
Harris & Scott 
Rubberneck Holmes 


Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Katherine Tate 
Patricia Ryan 


Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Orc 
Marlynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 


Al Donahue Ore 
Wilma Cox 

Jack Cole Co 

Mary Martin 

Eddie Le Baron Ore 


Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 

Ted Fio Rto Ore 
Joe BE Lewis 
Faith Bacon 
Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
frank Paris 
6 Jitterbugs 
Russian Kretchma 


Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 
Ringodiers 
Marion Joyce 
(Bermuda Room) 
Walter Powell Orc 
Bobbie Trotter 


Blanch & Elliot 
Martha Wrenshall 


Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Orc 
Jose Lopez Orc 


Versailles 


M Bergere Orc 
Patricia Bowman 
Vincente Gomez 
John Uppman 
Panchito Orc 
D’Avalos Dancers 
Village Barn 
Howard Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 
Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Paloma 
Irene Stanley 





Patricia March 
Russell Dracken 


LOS ANGELES 


Florentine Garden 
Skating Revue 
Alex Golden Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Grace Hayes 
Lind Hayes 
Ray Winston 
Joe Frisco 
Charlie Foy 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Paunani Kealoha 
Kulani Kalili 
Paul Valencia 
Vincent & Mona 
Eddie Valencia Orc 

Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 

La Conga 
Doris Jann 
Alex d’Arcy 
Francis Stevens 
Anita Estalita 
Lolita & Monita 
The Theodores 
Chavez Ore 

Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Fritzi Reynolds 


Little Hungary 
Valesco Co 





Louis Prima 
Paula Gale ‘P.G’ 





| 








Wednesday, May 10, 1939 








Lorenza Swingsters 
Marcel’s 


Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 


Harl Smith Ore Seven Seas 
v jeeson’ Danny Kaanna 
a ain Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
June Kilgour Lillian Gibson 
Joo Ortis Al McIntyre 
a Ang Me E Bush Quartette 
Omar's Dome Slapsy Maxie’s 
Baby Mack 


Slapsy Maxie 
Joe Plotski 
Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Virginia Mathews 
Moore & Lewis 
Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 
Alec Morrison 


Dudley Dixon 

Cliff Richey 

Bill Payne 

Les Hite Ore 
Palomar 

John Tio 

Searles & Lene 

Al Whitey Roberts 

Hudson Metzger Gls 


wr peg hy 4 Johnny Lang 
Artie Shaw Ore Kay Gregory 
Paris Inn Harry Ringland 


Dominic 

Shriner Twins & M 
The Costellos 
Katherine Skidmore | 


Swannee Inn 
Gladys Bently 
Eddie Beal 


Marg’rite & M’rtinez Topsy’s 

Ken Henryson Duvall & Tregg 
Eric Massey Bo Jenkins 

Henry Monet Natalie 

Chuck Henry Ore Buddy Rogers Orc 


Phil Selanick’s ‘It’ 


Mauri Vaughn 
Alicia Graye 


Victor Hugo 


Betty Bordon 
Carmine 





Bill Lankin Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Ambassador Hotel Perry Como 
(Pump Room) Parker Gibbs 
H McCreery Ore Red Ingle 
Betty Bryant County Washburne 
) 
: John Elliott 
Bali Ball Carlos & Dolores 
Ralph Cook Betty Jerome 
Kay Armin Evelyn Harris 
: Lolita 


Roy Deitrich 
Jimmie Green Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gls 
Bert Granoff 


Mort Lund Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 
Ray Herbeck Ore 
C Ray Smith 
Westernaires 


Bob Belmont Betty Benson 
Pauline Swaon Kirby Brooks 
Betty Grey Marine 4 


Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 


Harriet Smith Gls 
Herb Foote 


Patricia Long 885 Club 
Phil Levant Orc madte Varnes Ore 
Blackhawk Covert & Reed 


Lucio Garcia 
Johnny Howard 
Grace McCarthy 


El Dumpo 
Jeanne Ellis 
Enid Phillips 
Bernie Green 
Marie Paul 
Whirly Gls 
3 Loose Screws 
Ray’Stiebers Ore 
Sam Badis 


Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 


Bob Crosby Orc 
Ray Bauduc 
Eddie Miller 
Marion Mann 
Dorothy Claire 
Gil Rodin 

Don Pedro Ore 
Orrin & Betty 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 


Margret English 
Pliner & Harl Ore 


Blue Goose 


Evelyn Waters Bryan Wolf 
Al Lane Eunice Hill 
Melody King Dave Malcom 
Buck Hunt Belle Baker 


4 Hite & a Miss 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

Florence Schubert 


Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 


Florine Manners 

Niki Nirhols 

Terry O'Toole 

Al Robinson Ore 
Franke’s Casino 


Don Enrico 


Charlene 
Norma Ballaré Vickie Belle 
Broadmont Jean Moore 
S Woodbridge 
7 — Ore Billie Rogers 


Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Orc 


Sandy Creighton 
Martell & Dain 
Cowans 


Betty Storey Gay 90's 
Ruth Phillips Nanette 
Ralph Hovey Cookie Siedel 
Lew King 

Chez Buckley June Jackson 
Dick Buckley Vanette Gis 
Maritta Ryan Pat Otis 
Olga Anton Bobby Danders Ore 
Sam Bari Gay Paree 


Ralph Lindgren Or 


Chez Paree 
Cross & Dunn 
Adelaide Moffett 
Mary Raye & N 
Jack Durant 


Lulu Lind 
Elinor Johnson 
Alice Hanson 
Golden Spot 
Sid Schapps 


Janice Williams =| {int arbor 
Russ Morgan Orc Irene Fortes 
Don Orlando Ore Lea Andrea 


Bvans Adorables Chester LeRoy Ore 


Club Al Grand Terrace 
Ann Mack Tondelaya & Lopez 
Jerry Hunter Rhythm Pals 
roy td a Ted Smith 
erar - 
Oliver Harris Ore ay ype 
Club Alabam Buck & Bubbles 


Geo D Washington 
Jean Starr 
Earl Hines Ore 
Dusty Fletcher 
Leonard Reed Gis 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 
Harry’s N ¥ Cab’ret 
Jerry Bergren 
Alire Dawn 
Zita & Anice 
Dorothy Dickson 
Emma Calder 
Rankin Gls 
Chas Engels Or: 
Art Buckley 


Dorothy DeHoghton 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Harriet Norris 
Sadie Moore 
Jack Irving 
Paulette LaPierre 
Allen Cole 
Effie Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Dale 
Dave Unells Orc 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colony Club 
Russell Swann 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
Jose Manzanares Ur 
Lew Fidler Ore 


Colosimos 


Ada Leonard 
Roy Rogers 


Belva White Al Wagner 
Natalie & How — hey 
Betty Robin e Berling 
Harry Rose Hickory Inn 
Pronaph Gis Kay Dare 


Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Orc 


Club Delisa 


Sam Robinson 
Henriene Barker 
Smitty & Black 
Glenn Thomas 
Billy Eckstein 
Connie Morrow 
Chippie Hill 
Ethele Wilson 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 

Red Saunders Orc 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Rm) 


Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Orc 
Hi Hat 
Jackie Heller 
Joan Abbott 
Lois Harper 
Kretlow Gis 
Sid Lang Orc 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Irwin 
#ilice Munson 
4 Hawaiians. 
Keith Beecher Orc 
L’Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Spyros Stamos 


Joe Vera Don Quixote Ore 

(Pompetian Km) Ennio Bolognini Or 

Irving Margraft Hotel La Salle 
Drake Hotel (Blue Front Room) 


Buddy Fisher Orc 


(Gold Coast Room) Dorothy Convers 


Ted Weems Orc 





Mardoni Liberty Inn 
D'iIvons Pinky Tracy 
Elmo Tanner Toni Jene 


Margie Marshall 
Dorice Waters 
Billy Hill 
Barbra Bow 
Rita Manning 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Bob Tank Ore 


’ Little Club 


Richard Denzler 
Roland & Francine 
Betty Brooks 

Joe Kish Orc 


McGraws 
Marion Boyd 
Peggy De Vere 
Miss Buzz Williams 
Jack Tilson 
Chuck Andrews 
George ,West 
Phil Chinard 


McLaughlin’s 
Neil Clark 
Nadja 
Mickey Dunn 
Ann Heim 
Bromberg Bd 


Milistone 


Ann Milistone 
Flo Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marris 
Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Orc 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Sharone 
Minuet Club 
Dee Downey 
Renee Villon 
George Moore 
Gale Lawrence 
Jacqueline Allen 
Art Fishers Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 


Nameless Cafe 


Mancini Ore 
Ona Mayo 
wen Paul 
Pinky Tracey 
Margie Strong 
Evelyn Reed 
E4 Leon 
Nappo Gardens 
Ray Conlin, Jr. 
Pre McGrane 
Helen Dove 
Ray Conlin Ore 
Kay Moore 
Honey Lee 
Sally Sharratt 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 

Octet 

Robert Kessler 

Franz & Fritz 

Swiss Hill Billies 

Raoul Kantrow 

Herbie Orc 
Paddock Club 

Ione O'Donnell 

Ruth Deane 

Ilo Niles 

Irv Doernfield 

Diane Raye 

Jay Hill 

Lee Francis Orc 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 

Eddie Duchin Ore 

Rufe Davis 

Dick Barstow 

Anderson & Allen 

Durette Alexander 

Abbott Dancers 

Phil Dooley Ore 


Parody Club 


Flash Evans 
Ida Brown 
Dolores Shaw 
Kaytherine Atkin 
Chic Sanders Ore 
Rose Bowl 
Willie Shore 
Millie Wayne 
Mary Stone 
Bernard & Henry 
Sol Wagner Ore 
Mary Jane Brown 
Gladys Palmer 


Royal Frolics 


Dolly Kay 
Eddie White 
Anita Jacobi 
Anthony, A & H 
Al Trurk Ore 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Sherman Hote! 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Orc 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
Pedro de Leon 4 
Jerry Glidden 
Keller Sis 
Del Ohrel 


(Panther Room) 


Gene Krupa Oreo 
Irene Daye 


PHILAD 


Anchorage 


Jack Curtis 
Mimi Stewart 
Lee Lamont 

Paul Rich 

Carlos Ramos Orc 
Kmar 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
A Murray Dancers 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Garden Terrace) 


Bobby Hackett 
Pee Wee Russell 
Dorothy Dennis 
Benny the Bum's 
Larry Vincent 
Rimacs 
Chiquita 
Conchita 
Charley Boy 
Bart Hernandez 
Sally La Marr 


Cadillac Tavern 


Helen Doyle 
Henrique & Adrien 
Dean Edwards 
Lillian Stewart 
Mary Clark 
Dolores Lakro 
Marcella Marchand 
Darlene Jones 
Line (12) 

Jerry Massell 
Charles Arthur 
Ferranti 8 

Jack Newlon 
Sunny Ray 





———s 


8 Jitterbugs 
Carl Marx 
Silhouette 
Larry Forbes 
Jerry Grey 
Lou Riddell 
Jane Conway 
Bernice Pembert 
Eddie Danderg 
Joan Baylor 
Joey Conrad Ore 
Silver Cloud 
Ray Stiles 
Selbys 
Johnny Morrison 
Eleanor Daniels 
Virginia Burt 
Thomas & James 
ienee Martin 
Paul & Chester 
Joan Costello 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFall Org 


Silver Frolics 
Harry Harris 
Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 


Art Freeman 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 


Sunny Carter 
Connie Fasesaw 
Boots Burns 
Jean Rochelle 
Dolores Del Rae 
Marg Faber Gis 
Joel & Annette 
Dietrichs 

Inez Scott 
Aloha 

Jessie Rosella 
Dagmar 

Dolly Sterling 
Patricia Perry 
Collette 
Carmen 

Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Sky Rocket 


Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Rhythm Boys Ore 
Bernhardt & G 
Byton Gis 


Stratosphere Club 
Princes Red Rock 
Frank Barbor 
Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Lucille Carroll 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Jackie Richard 
Frances Thomas 


Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 
Susi-Q 


Bernie Green 
Saxon Sis 

Cheri 

Jules Scott 

Sam Bari 

Verne Wilson Oro 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
Jean & Aileen 
Sally Osman 
Dorothy Partell 
Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 

Dot Keith Gis 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 


Three Deuces 


Baby Dodds 
Charles McBride 
Lill Armstrong 
Lonnie Johnson 
(Off Beat Room) 
Anita O'Day 
Wingy Mannone 
Tramp Bd 
Lennie Esterdall 
Jimmy McPartland 


Tower Inn 


Mollie Mannor 
Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 
Betty Story 

Lee Gis 

$8 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Town Club 


Joe Hadden 

Carl Abbott 

Gloria Starr 

May de Fili 

Kay Marcey 
Marjory Lane 
Wayne Bros 

6 Chicagoans 
Frankie Quatre! Ore 


Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Ore 
Winona Gardens 


Gigi Rene 

Lee Harmon 

Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Gregg 
Frank Snyder Ore 


ELPHIA 


Club 15 
Johnny Young Ore 
Beverly Fisher 
Jimmy Lackore 
Lee Vaughn 

Cafe Moroney 
Scarey Gavin 
Al Cubler 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Jean Van 
Isabelle Daniels 
Lorraine Wiley 
Virginia Gane 
Club Morocco 


Jockey Jimson 
Joe Armstrong 
Danny Richards 
Persade & Jetan 
Louise Wright 
Elaine Foster 
Mike Jaffree 
Allen Shaw 
Charlie Gains Ore 


Down Beat 


Harry Roberts 
Henry Patrick 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 


Frank Ponti 

Sunny Nash 

Irene Kay 

Billie Lee 

Margie Drummond 
Cleo Valentine 
Irving FPraslow Ore 


El Chico 


Kay Laverly 
Margaret Marshall 
Virginia Howard 
Jean Sutherland 
Muriel Harrison 





H Reynolds Orc 


Sherry Lee . 














—_ .. 














Wednesday, May 10, 1939 VARIETY 
Arilett Withers Nanette Ore Grace Brown Betty Louis ie 


Senorita Marguerite 
Ivan ‘ashman Ore 
Embassy 
Senorita Monteria 

Dolores O'Neill 
Al Moore Orc 
Pedre Blanco Ure 
George Clifford 
Lolita Cordoba 
LeMarr & Martin 


Evergreen Casino 


Tommy Monroe 

Bea Saxon 

Manor & Mignor 

Al Eldricb 

Jo Miles Ore 
1523 Club 


Swing King Ore 
Ben Alley 

Beth Challis 
Dolly Parker 
June Davis 
Dorothy Tanner 
Betty McKee 
Francis Lenox 
Mitzi Lane 
Ethelind Terry 


Frankie Palumbo’s 


Ben Perry 
Remos 
Kay Allen 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 
Dino & Lee 
Harris Tavern 
Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 


Hildebrand’s 


Charlie Neid 
3 Whirling Ternad’'s 
Norma Norton 
Bobby Ferguson 
Queens of Rnythm 
Anna Maye 
Bette Marie 
Frankie Milton 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Jack Lynch’s 
Charles Smith 
Vincent Risso Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Joe E. Lewis 
Nicholas Bros 
Marjorie Gainsw’rth 
Evelyn Martin 
Mona Reed 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Herb Dubrow 
Jimmy Blake 
J Lynch Gis (12) 
Joe Fresetto Orc 
Little Rathskeller 


Tatara 
Ruth Wayne 
Al Schenk 
Lioyd & Willis 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Johnny & George 
Maggie's 
Helen Maxwell 
Marie Clair 
Lena Aristo 
Bucky Shores 
Young Sis 
Walt Wolford Ore 
George De Alma 
Mazel & Zita 
Helene Sinclair 
Vience 
Manoa Inn 
Leonard Cook 
Billie Richmond 
Judy Lane 
Dick Gale 
Whirling Dervishes 
Brancheau & Fent’n 
Billy Gates Orc 
Open Door 
Bob Ridley 
De Mayos 
Cola Mein 
Meader & Ridley 





Viola Klaiss Ore 
Purple Derby 

Buck Calhoun 

King Sis 

Jean O’Neile 

Andy Russell 

Ray Allen Ore 


Rendezvous 


Joe Kirk 

Pearl Williams 
Edith Delaney 
Wilma Novak 
Park & Lane 

Bob Hargraves Ore 


Stamp’s Cafe 


Bert Lemish Ore 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Bubbles Stewart 
Watson Sis 

Shaw & Meade 
Jacqueline Herman 
Vie Earlson 


Silver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 

Alice Lucey 
Florofora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 
Lord & Janis 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 


1300 Cafe 


Nicky Galucci 
Jimmy Bronson 
Bill Miller 

Ann Fisher 
Margie Frame 
Bob Frame 

Nan Roberts 
Camille Roberts 
Texas Plant 


Twentieth Century 


4 Dancing Ma-cunes 
Bobby Bernard 
Jean Vickers 
Madeline Sherman 
Tommy Cullen Orc 


Venice Grille 


Jack Rich 
Joey Hayes Ore 
Babe La Tour 
Viking Cafe 
Billie Callahan 
Joe Kearns 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Russell Curtis 
Billy Julian 
Neil & Delmar 
Louise Seymour 
Dick Gale 
Helen Brooks 
Village Barn 
Bobby Evans 
Jackie Miles 
Patsy Shaw 
Paul & Paulette 
Buddy Lewis 
Alex Gray Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Ilse Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Jules Flacco Ore 
Helen Worthington 
Ralph Corabi 

Paul & Pettit 
Kirk & Lawrence 
O'Connor 2 & St. C 
Bill Evans 

Sid Golden 

Signor Karmino 

J & T Shellenh’mer 
Eldoradians 


Yacht Clab 


Marlyn Maynes 
Stephanie & Craig 
Dot Bollinger 
Jimmy Bailey 

Ada Reynolds 
Roberta Ramsev 
Patricia Robinson 
Kitty Helmling Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 
Hal Munro Orc 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 


bse 4 Babler Ore 
Ethel Seidel 
Gabby Rogers 


Blatz Palm Garden 


Don Chiesta Ore 
Marilyn Foster 
Gabby Rogers 


D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 


Chateau Club 


Btan Jacobsen Orc 
Johnny Poat 
Patsy Marr 
Marion Vinay 
Hazel Kennedy 
Dow & Betty 
Sharon Hale 
Fonda & St Clair 
Lord Lyon 

Keller Sisters 


Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Ruth Phillips 
Eva Thornton 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Jaxon 


Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 


Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Patricia Page Gls 
Marguerite Claudet 
Paul Burkette 
Lois Marie 
Bob & M Gates 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 
Club Terris 
Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Congo Club 
Willie Hatton 
Alberta Reed 
3 Esquires 
Pearl Moss 
Mary Reed 
Leonard Gay Orc 
Cornies Ship 
Joe Voss Ore 
‘Bobbie Stuart 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Bailey & Lamarr 





Bert Gilbert 
Devines Eagles 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Mabel Drake 
Dorothy Dale 
Red Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 
Howard Geiger 


Mamie’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 

Hotel Schroeder 

(Empire Room) 
Jay Mills Ore 

Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 

Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 

Lindy’s 

Rick & Snyder 
Victor 
Edith Rae 

Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 

Miami! Club 
LaVerne & Miriam 
5 Fabers 
Dorothy & Paleta 
Maxine & Clayton 
Helen Holmes 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Harriet Cross 
Therese Rudolph 
Johnny Davis Ore 

Modernistic 


Steve Swedis Orc 
Louis Panico Orc 
Joe Sanders Orc 
Jane Kaye 
Oasis 
Marty Gray Orc 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Eddie Zipp Orc 
Donna LuPau 
Allen Dunn 
Alma Williams 
Babe Collins 
Suzanne 
Claudia Ferris 
Paria , 
George Cerwin Ore 
Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Piantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
Piankinton House 
Red Room 


Walter Librace 
Rendezvour 
Rob Matheson (re 
Billy Stevens 
Dotty Norman 





Rendezvous 13 
Bee La Mour 
Ronnie Lee 


Reno 


Babe Laway 

Jean Allen 

Pat Marvin 

Helen Allen 
Romona Brownweli 
Rose Vine 

Vindick Sis 

Jean Hamilton 
Harvey Lee Ure 


Scaler’s 


Tony Bauer Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Schwartz 
Jimmie Wiser Ore 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Tony Salerno 
Claude Parmenter 


Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 

State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Flo Smith 
Peggy Hall 
Verne & velyn 
Eleanor Rae 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 

Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 

Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Natalie & Howard 
Eleanor Leonard 
Al Gale 


Virginia Grey 
Rosco Ails 
Al Samuals 


Town and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng’d Ore 
Larry Powell 
Billie Webb 
Helen Abbott 
Jean Lange 
Madeline Gardiner 
Zastro & Wells 
Marty Hoff 
Cameo Gls 
Debutantes 
Joan Delange 
Johnny Little 
Irene Burke 

Toy's 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club | 
Kay Crandell Ore 


Trocadero 
Miron Stuart Ore 
Jane Rubey 
Shutta & Kent 
Dolly O'Dea 
Woodard Sis 


Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 

Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Orc 
M Merrymaker Ore 
Nic Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 

Zunker Gardens 





Lyle Stann Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Stalac Bros & P 
Barbarina’'s Poms 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 


Hy Barron Ore 
Charlie Gordon 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Stone 
Airway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Gardens 


Duke Melvin Ore 
Triza 
Rich’d Montgomery 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 
Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
3 Femmes 1 Fellow 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
4 Old Timers 
Ballard & Rae 
Alzena 
Margie Harmon 
Eddie Barnes 
Texas Rockets 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti .Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 
Gourmet Club 
Louis Cina Ore 
Gloria Glenmore 
Marjorie Black 
Hatton’s Club 


Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 


Rose-Marie 

Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Orc 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willard Potts Ore 
Bettie Allen 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
James & Peltz 

Hotel Hollenden 


Sammy Watkins Or 
Gus Van 
Crawford & Caskey 
Romany 3 

Hotel Statler 


C Hoagland Ore 
Jeanne Stewart 
Glover & LaMae 


Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vic Corpora 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 


Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 


Monaco’s Cafe 
Ross Pierce Ore 
Marilynd Maynard 


Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 


Ohio Villa 


Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Lester Cole Debs 
Jackson, Stone & R 
2 Cansinos 

3 Albins 

Pol-Mar Gls 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Orc 

Kirk Wood 

Ubangi Club 

Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 

Rose Morgan 





Sonny Carr 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Art Norkus Ore 
Balconades 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 


Bill Green’s 
Paul Burton Ore 
Johnny Duffy 
Don Kaye 
Nick Tempo 


Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Orc 
Gloria & Ray 
Vera Barnett 
Dave Jeffreys 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Mike Peyton 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Joyce Palmer 
Marion Muller 
Evergreen Gardens 
Curley Stewart Ore 
Aileen Dennison 
Hotel Henry 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 
Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 
Hotel William Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Bernie Cummins Or 
Connie Barleau 
Walter Cummins 
Dippy Johnson 
(Continental Bar) 
Versatilians 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Oro 


Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Johnsons 


Kenny wood 


Airliners 

Jeanne Baxter 
New Penn 

Emerson Gill Ore 

Gail Reed 

Starr & Dann 

Lowry & Davis 


Nixon Cafe 


Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Martinet & Crow 
Jimmy Ray 
Woods & Bray 
Angelo Di Paima 
Sherry Saunders 
Claire Ray Gis 
Nut House 
Boogy-Woogy 
Mike Zetz 
Harry Nosokoff 
Jojo Lee 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Or: 
Adele Curtis 
Lynn & Davis 
Dewey Moon 
Betty Hurst 
Billy Cover 
Black’s Animals 
Chicquita 
Riviera 
Bob Gilmore Ore 
Show Boat 


Billy Yates Ore 
Billy Keaton 
Fanchon & Fanchon 
Betty Benson 
Pompanettes (6) 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Buzzy Kountz 
Will Ward 
George Weber 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 


DETROIT 


Ambassador 


Bill Tracey 
Gabl Lesley 
Sam Weston 
Gloria Shayn 
Yevo & Doro 
Dale Lynn 

Geo Alfano Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Lowry Clark Ore 


(Motor Bar) 
Peter Kent Ore 


Chene-Trombley 


Pat McGowen 
Rita DuVere 
Margie Rush 
Mitchell & Rayb’rn 


Commodore Club 





Cc Costello Ore 


Jimmy Gargano Ur 





Lee De Bain 
Don Arden 
Artist Models (6) 
Texas Tommy 
Club Frontenac 


Frank Gillen Ore 


Don Pablo Ore 


Powatan 
Bob Shafer 
Lynn & Dearing 
Phil Grogan 


Cameos 

Vi-Mar Duo = 
Leas Sherrill Sammy Dibert Ore 
Gloria + owed Saks 
Elaine Manz Don Harris 
Jay Jason Buddy Lester 
Sweethearts (8) Crandyl Sis 

Cliff Bell's Santoro & Lorraine 


Eddie Farley Orc 


Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Chuck Shanks Ore 
George Register 

Al Shanks 
Fred Nole 
To-Jo Farms 


Carroll & Gorman 
Hal Boorn Orc 


Kaye Andre 
Gardner Smith Ore 
Imperial Club 

Boyd Senter 

Nub Brown Ore 
Palm Beach 

Amos Jacobs 

Salardo 3 

Dorothy & Del Rio 

Marie Paul 6 








Anti-Nazi Jitters 











(Continued from page 1) 





K. C. Presse, local German language 
paper. 

Film was previously passed by 
Mrs. Walton and Eugene Flynn, as- 
sistant. City ordinance makes it 
mandatory that any 15-person peti- 
tion be referred to the Board of Ap- 
peals. _Kilm was screened Monday 
(8) night for a second review. 

John C. Moffitt, Kansas City Star’s 
film critic who has been in Holly- 
wood, frequently as a writer, re- 
ceived letters threatening him if he 
did not pan the film. His review 
Sunday Boosted the fitm. 

‘Ecstasy’ in 1936 was the last film 
referred to the Appeals Court. 

{From Hollywood, Jack L. Warner 
issued a statement that Gastreich is 
German vice-consul in K. C., hence 
not a U. S. citizen, and obviously a 
prejudiced party.] 





Pa. Germans’ Reaction 


Reading, Pa., May 9. 

‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ at the 
WB Astor, in this sector, where there 
is an active unit of the German- 
American Bund, received no demon- 
stration of any kind at any time. 
Reaction of the crowds, many of 
them native-born Germans employed 
in the big hosiery and other textile 
mills here, was hard to analyze, but 
great numbers of men and women 
left the house stunned by the revela- 
tions made by the picture, along with 
what they had read in newspapers 
about the Nazi spy trials. 


Scanning the crowds leaving the 
house, it was evident that large num- 
bers of Germans, born abroad, came 
to see the picture, but that the deter- 
mination, as shown on the film, of 
the United States to weed out trai- 
tors, particularly those who become 
naturalized but nevertheless engage 
in Nazi activities, impressed and even 
frightened them. The silence pre- 
vailing in departing groups, instead 
of the usual lobby chatter, was 
proof that the picture ‘took hold.’ 

Naturalization of Germans and 
Poles has proceeded here on a big 
scale for a decade or more, but ten- 
sion in foreign groups, especially 
among the Poles, exceeding 8,000, has 
made the pro-Nazi Germans here ex- 
tremely cautious. 





Pa, Dutch Sector Placid 


Harrisburg (Pa.), May 9. 

‘Nazi Spy’ only average at the 
State. 

Although this is the heart of the 
Pennsylvania German section, the 
natives are notably patriotic, and 
hyphenated German-American so- 
cieties are conspicious by their ab- 
sence, the only open organization of 
that sort being the Mannerchor, a 
quiet beerhall with no Nazi affilia- 
tions. 





Canada Curbs Pro-Nazi Pic 


Montreal, May 9. 

Police stopped showing of a Nazi 
film at the German Harmonia club 
here Thursday (4). The film was 
‘Pour le Merite’ and was showing at 
the time to about 200 people. It was 
seized after one reel had been shown. 

Seizure was made on the ground 
that the film had not been passed by 
the provincial Board of Censors, and 
that the club had no license per- 
mitting it to charge admission for 
moving picture representation. Po- 
lice said the film was a glorification 
of the Nazi regime in Germany. 





British Nix Anti-Nazi Pix 
London, May 9. 

British Board of Film Censors has | 
banned ‘I Was a Captive in Nazi 
Germany,’ which is being handled 
here by European Film Distributors. | 
Latter are appealing the veto, 

‘Professor Mamlock,’ Russian film 
dealing with Nazi attacks on Jews, 
also failed to pass the board. 

All anti-German 
banned here of late, being probably | 
regarded as propaganda calculated | 
to cause demonstrations. } 





|French, English and German. 
| gleans a good share of the applause 

















Night Club Reviews 
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CHEZ AGNES CAPRI 


(Continued from page 42) 
to shove in a spot for herself in a 
comic sketch on Anthony and Cleo- 
patra, in which Yves Deniaud and 
Fabien Loris participate. 

Eva Bush, blond Dutch looker who 
is getting a little on the heavy side 
since the days she appeared in 
America, goes international to put 
over with plenty of punch =a 

e 





handout, as also does Germaine Mon- 


| tero, French by birth, but dispensing 


songs in Spanish in this spot. She is 
also the possessor of what it takes to 


| get over in both voice and artistry. 


Michelle Lahaye delivers poetry 
and monologs on divers — to 
add some variety, but very little of 
anything else. Lucien Meyrel, com- 
poser and pianist, pounds out a highly 
varied program of tunes between ap- 
pearances of the acts as well as ac- 
companying singers 

Show is not out of the ordinary in 
many aspects, but it has that air of 
the unusual and it is evidently going 
over plenty. 


FREDDIE’S, CLEVE 


Cleveland, May 5. 
Di Nova Twins, Melba, Doraine & 
Ellis, Judy Moreland, Eddie Barnes, 
Texas Rockets, Tony Emma’s orch, 








Every once in a while Freddie 
Meyers goes off on a long limb to 
shake his basement hot-spot out of 
a rut, and the resulting contrasts are 
unintentionally good for an extra 
laugh. A nudist, an operatic vocal 
team, a Dwight Fiskish m.c. and two 
musical comedy steppers are mixed 
up in his current shindig, but the 
sock-and-scram tempo counts more 
than the haphazard booking. 

Although as much out of their ele- 
ment as Roosevelt would be at a 
Republican huddle, Doraine and 
Ellis rattle down the dish-and-glass 
rattling by sheer vocal strength. It 
takes nerve to go musically high- 
brow in a madcap bistro, but they 
dive into some semi-classical num- 
bers from ‘Aida’ to Liszt with an air 
of bravado that stops the clattering. 
One reason for it is that the male 
baritone is as broad-shouldered and 
husky as his voice. Girl isn’t a good- 
looker, but smartly gowned and she 
can ride up the scales to a high C 
like an Empire building elevator. 

Melba is an old hand at nudism, 
peeling off so casually and with so 
much eclat that she keeps out of the 
hackneyed stripping school. Work 
with chrome hoop is neat, and her 
caperings in coat of blue paint is a 
graceful production number. The 
Di Nova Twins are tappers who 
dress up familiar routines with 
saucy short skirts and bumps. Eddie 
Barnes hits every old cliche and 
wheeze as m.c., a job he isn’t hot 
about, saving his best and most 
risque gags for his own pianologs. 
Still not enough variety in his ma- 
terial. 

There’s an okay line of Texas 
Rockets, comelier and far more brisk 
than Freddie’s average. Judy More- 
land is a so-so blues wailer for Tony 
Emma’s orchestra, which knows how 
to use a floor show just right. 

Pullen. 





MIAMI CLUB 


(MILWAUKEE) 





Milwaukee, May 3. 
Gene Emerald, Harriet Cross, 
Helen Holmes, Maxine & Clayton, 
Margaret Faber Girls (6), Johnny 
Davis’ orch (8). 





It’s been a tough pull and since 
John and Jim Maglio have been at 
the helm here it’s reported they’ve 
dropped close to $20,000. But in the 
last six months, the Miami has had 
steadily increasing patronage. Cur- 
few at 1 a.m. hurts this spot, since 
it caters to late hour spenders. Thus 
limited, spot only puts on two shows 
nightly and is necessarily on a short 
show budget. Nevertheless the com- 
pact layout rounds out nicely in the 
350-seat room. 

Gene Emerald, m.c., has come a 
long way since his guitar strolling 
days. Handles himself, show, and 
patrons nicely. 

Margaret Faber hes open with 
fast acro routine. irls work well 
together and show evidence of ex- 
cellent training and routining. Sev- 
eral youngsters from the line fill-in 
later with specialties, including acro, 
tap team, and toe. 





Harriet Cross, in her 18th week, | 
still has them eating out of her hand. | 
Whams blues and pops over in great 
style and handles herself with good 
showmanship, 

Helen Holmes provides stags with 


|a peek at the end of an exotic dance | 


number. In his own spot, Emerald 
offers a surprisingly good impersona- 


| tion of Bert Williams’ ker-playing | dorf-Astoria 
pictures are Dit sans blackface; tells . ; 


two, and polishes off with some good | Jane 13, Va. Military Inst., Lexing- 


guitar strumming and vocals. 


Maxine and Clayton come through | 


with sock jitterbug teamwork, their 


tap numbers finishing fast and furi- 
ous. 

The Faber girls close show with 
an arresting ballet number, with 
each girl manipulating three dozen 
balloons. Musical arrangements are 
particularly good and costuming is 
above average. Girls have an un- 
usually large number of routines. On 
other night show they do a clever 
novelty number, with girls coming 
on as Sailors and turning into French 
soldiers while dancing. 

Johnny Davis, down to an eight- 
piece combo, retains all the values 
of his former larger aggregation. 
Cuts show neatly and is okay for 
dansapation. 

The Maglios specialize in cuisine in 
attempt to belster supper trade. A 
small cover is in effect to discourage 
non-spenders. Loop. 


CHASE CLUB 


(Hotel Chase, St. Louis) 





St. Louis, May 4. 
Rossini, Patti Morgan, Al Shelle- 
day, Adele, Trent & Sawyer, Al 
Kavelin’s Orch (10). 





Although biz has tapered off at lo- 
cal class spots during the past few 
weeks, Sid X. Hartman, manager of 
the Chase Club, swank West End 
nitery, is still booking attractive tal- 
ent and, but for one spot in the cur- 
rent show, the entertainment is 100%. 
Rossini is still a sock magician and 
he judiciously keeps his chatter 
within the bounds of good taste. He 
has an ample assortment of tricks, 
the best of which is numerous baby 
chicks from brass cups. He is fin- 
ishing a five-week engagement. 

Adele, Trent and Sawyer, a ball- 
room trio, are among the best seen 
at this place during the current sea- 
son and the multi-colored gowns 
worn by the femmes, one a brunet 
and the other a blonde, make a nice 
picture against Trent’s formal at- 
tire. The trio works gracefully. Al 
Shelleday, who could possibly serve 
as a stand-in for Clark Gable, does 
some nice baritoning, the tops being 
‘I Cry For You.’ 

The letdown comes when Patti 
Morgan, a torcher, unloosens her 
pipes. Her work doesn’t measure up 
to the standard set by the others. 

Kavelin has a smooth orch that 
pours out plenty of soft rhythm. 
Maestro m. c.’s the show and makes 
no effort to hog the limelight. Sahu. 


On the Upbeat 














(Continued from page 40) 





WJAS, Pittsburgh, opens summer 
season there at Riviera, roadhouse. 





Bill Bardo set to open at the Cen- 
tury Room of the Hotel Adolphus, 
Dallas, Wed. (17). Follows Everett 
Hoagland. 





Aaron Gonzales and his rhumba 
band at Beverly Hills hotel. 





Anson Weeks wound up long tour 
yesterday (Mon.) and opened six- 
week engagement at Cocoanut 
Grove, Los Angeles. 





Dick Barrie opens two-week stand 
May 19 at Lakewood Casino, Fort 
Worth. 





Charlie Koff, chief arranger for 
Muzak, is organizing his own dance 
combination, which will consist of 
five saxes, four brasses and four 
rhythm instruments. 





The Fiddlers Three, at Hotel 
Leraine, Madison, Wis., have added 
brass. 





Jay Mill’s orchestra bows out of 
the Empire Room of the Hotel 
Schroeder in Milwaukee May 16, af- 
ter a three-week stint to make way 
for Herbie Holmes 





Nic Harper’s orchestra gets two 
Friday dates in Chieago this month 
before opening at the Peabody Ho- 
tel in Memphis, June 1. Band had 
been playing at the Wisconsin Roof, 
Milwaukee. Harper played the Tri- 
anon in Chicago May 5, and batons 
at the Palmer House May 12. 





Gene Krupa plays the Palace the- 
atre, Cleveland, week of May 26 
af.er exiting from the Sherman 
hotel, Chicago. Band’s lined up for 
series of one-nighters also. 








a story or| 


Hal Kemp does the first three of 
his Griffin broadcasts from road 
dance dates when he leaves the Wal- 
N. Y., June 5, airing 
comes from U. of Virginia prom; 


ton; June 20, Cavalier, 
Beach. 


Virginia 


terete 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Ben Bernie and band, Ruth Sedg- 
wick, Ross Wyse, Jr., & June Mann, 
Johnny Woods, Bailey Sisters, Irv- 
ing Prose; ‘Let Freedom Ring’ (M- 
G). 


The ol’ maestro, Ben Bernie him- 
self and all the lads, constitute the 
principal attractions at Loew's 
stronghold this week. With the 
bandsmen are at least two high scor- 
ing turns, the stage section of the 
show approaching 70 minutes. 

Bernie, who is a horseman for di- 
version but shies when mention is 
made about feed bills, hasn’t been at 
the State since Bold Venture won 
the Derby, at which time he called 
the winner. There being a re-run- 
ning of the classic event Saturday 
(6) in Louisville, he looked into the 
glass ball again, track followers or 
not being out front. 

Class of the Bernie interlude, 
which is virtually a unit, is Ruth 
Sedgwick, a peachy dancer who has 
been around the night spots, the 
New Yorker hotel most recently. 
Maestro, himself, tries out his brand 
of solo rumba almost. throughout, 
but it’s just exercise, as he is under 
wraps, being advised to take it easy 
by his ‘croakers.’ 

Bernie said that Max Gordon was | 
in the wings watching Miss Sedg- | 
wick and it is likely that he an- 
nexed her name to a contract after 
her two-part routine. Otherwise the 
Hollywood searchers may take her 
back again, she having been in at 
least one film (Universal). 

Miss Sedgwick opens on her toes, 
displaying something out of the or- 
dinary, but it’s later, as a tap spe- 
cialist, that she really scores, Danc- 
ing to a bolero, the comely specialist 
won the house on opening day. 

Wyse and Mann deliver the show’s 
comedy punch. As a hoofing comic 
the boy is exceptional, but the act 
goes into high gear when Miss Mann 
joins up. Team wins laughs with 
a lesson in adagio, act winding up 
with Wyse’s. exacting acrobatic 
stunts. 

Johnny Woods, simulating Fred 
Allen at the mike, is fairly effective 
with impressions of radio artists, 
range extending from Rudy Vallee 
to Kate Smith. Woods seems to be 
on longer than the other turns. His 
material is in and out, but in ring- 
ing in any number of names the lad 
has something. 

Bailey Sisters handle the vocal 
end, starting with ‘The Angels Sing.’ 
Bernie explains the melody orig- 
inated from a Hebrew chant, which 
cues the introduction of Irving Prose, 
a young baritone from the East Side, 
who impresses quite favorably. Prose 
is temporarily replacing Bobby Gib- 
son, Bernie’s regular vocalist, who is 
ill. However, Gibson broadcast with 
Bernie Sunday (7)._ 

Band’s_ contriputions start with 
*F.D.R. Jones,’ partly sung by the 
leader and his men. A medley and 
‘All the King’s Horses’ are okay, but 
‘Little Fishies,’ which is supposed to 
be popular, does not click with the 
house. It’s a baby-talk number. 

Bernie’s popularity will stand him 
in good stead this week which is dis- 
tinctly offish on the main stem .so 
far as biz is concerned. Ibee. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 5. 
Hugh Herbert, Ella Logan, Eddie 
DeLange’s orch, with Elissa Cooper, 
Adolph Kornspan’s house band; ‘Man 
of Conquest’ (Rep). 











Fox this sesh reverts to the ab- 
breviated type show with which it 
has from time to time experimented, 
and which ‘Skip’ Weshner, WB exec, 
aims at whenever he feels the flicker 
well able to carry its share of the 
marquee load. 

With only two acts in addition to 
the band, flesh end could stand some- 
thing considerably stronger that the 
DeLange crew, comparatively a new- 
comer, to create any word of mouth. 
As for marquee value, band has been 
on the Dole Pineapple show this past 
season, but aside from that is almost 
unknown in Philly except to the 
confirmed music addicts. 

Band consists of four rhythm men, 
five brass and four saxes and the 
brass predominates. Work on the 
whole is rather rough and if it has 
any appeal it is wholiy to the ultra- 
jive element. DeLange, big in stat- 
ure, is awkward and still thinks lead- 
ers bounce up and down in front of 
bands. His naturally bluff, pleasing 
personality suffers a letdown when 
he sings. Does his original ‘Heaven 
Can Wait.’ 

Real click with the band is chirper 
Elissa Cooper. In no easy spot, fol- 
lowing Ella Logan, she’s swell in 
‘Popcorn Man’ and others. Extra 
long on looks, with nice pipes and an 
ability to sell, she’s a strong bet. 

Hugh Herbert provides the princi- 
pal marquee draw. Film comic’s ma- 
terial ranges from very sour to 
pretty good, with most of it very 
mild. Works with his wife. Open- 
ing skit finds her behind a Postal 
Telegraph desk with Herbert bor- 
rowing her phone, on which he calls 
Western Union. It meshes solidly. 

From there, however, he goes into 
the bit of sending a telegram home 
and then eliminating unneeded words 
until there’s nothing left. ; 

Herbert follows with another oldie, 

snipping a folded piece of paper 


which remains uncut when he un- 
folds it. Gets off a few fair gags 
during this process. Ends up by 
bringing out the femme behind the 
telegraph desk, whom he introes as 
the Mrs. Gets his best results with 
his ‘Woo Woo’ ejaculation from films 
and works it pretty hard. 

Ella Logan gives ner standard 
strong warble session. She sets a 
couple more semi-classic tunes to 
swing and scores neatly. Also does 
her presentation of ‘Bonnie Lies 
Over the Ocean’ and ‘What Can the 
Matter Be,’ as well as a new one in 


Irish brogue, ‘Me Name Is Pat 
O’Leary.’ With ‘Philadelphia’ prom- 
inent in the lyrics, it’s a natural 
here. 


House this week makes a welcome 
change in replacing its microphones 
with the new ‘Eight Ball’ type. Much 


none of a performer's face and give 
a s*‘ter and better tone Herb. 


CHICAGO, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 6. 
Joe Sander’s orch, Jane Kay, Gar- | 
ron & Bennett, Danny Drayson; 








Joe Sanders’ orch is purely a stage 
wait currently in order to get turn- 
over while the picture draws ‘em 
and gives ’em the entertainment. 


The best thing about the Sanders | 
crew is that it is over quickly before | 
the audience really gets uncomforta- 
ble. Band plays a couple of oldies, 
even going back to ‘Music Goes | 
*Round.’ is is done by Red Hodg- 
son, who swept to a short-lived fame 
a few years ago with this song. At) 
that time Hodgson, now cornetist | 
with Sanders, did a messy bit with | 
an orange, which he chewed and | 
spewed into a hat. He is still doing 
it for Sanders, and it is still inane. | 


Singer Jane Kay with the orches- | 
tra warbles the old ‘The Man I Love’; | 
Sanders sings a motheaten novelty, 
‘Ball and Chain’, | 


Two outside acts are on the bill. | 
Garron and Bennett are somewhat | 
dated with their ballroom dance rou- 
tine. They repeat tricks over and | 
over again and lack distinction in 
their work. 

Bright spot of the entire proceed- 
ings is a Single dancer, Danny Dray- 
son. Loaded with personality and 
showmanship, Drayson scores solid- 
ly. He tosses off a smart little nov- 
elty dance routine for his opener and 
then comes through with some 
clowning bits that are all right. They | 
are a bit reminiscent, occasionally, of | 
other and better known acts, but he 
handles them well. 

Biz good at the last show Friday 
5). Gold. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, May 7. 
Horace Heidt’s orch, with Fred 
Lowery, Red Ferrington, Four Heid- 
lights, Agnes & George, Larry Cot- 
ton, Three Peay, sa” te. Sam Kap- 
lan’s House Band; ‘Boy’s Reforma- 
tory’ (Mono). 











Horace Heidt’s aggregation is one 
of the best bands to play this house 
recently and is socko from start to 
finish. It’s the first theatre date for 
the unit since leaving the Biltmore 
hotel, N. Y.; following an extended 
tour of one-nighters and theatres, the 
band goes back to the Biltmore. 
Heidt is surrounded by a flock of 
talented musicians, comedians, sing- 
ers and dancers. His music is mod- 
erated sweet swing rhythm without 
cacaphony. 
orchestral novelty numbers, utilizing 
the time-worn, but effective Heidt 
formula of entertainment to best ad- 
vantages, 


Heidt keeps the show moving at all 
times, never letting it lag. Fronts 
his band all the time, flashing some 
baton swinging and dancing. Keeps 


entertainers seated in front of the 
orch, 


; Standout and top applause-grabber 
is Fred Lowery, whistler, a recent 
addition to the band. Formerly with 
Vincent Lopez. The lad whistles two 
tunes and has ’em begging for more. 
One is a note-for-note version of the 
‘William Tell Overture’. Fact that 
he is practically sightless is em- 
phasized by having Red Ferrington 
help him on and off stage. 

Ice-breaker is a novelty number, 
‘Charge of the Heidt Brigade’. Four 
Heidlights, three gals and a boy fol- 
low and score solidly with a swing 
version of ‘Mother Goose’. 

The Three Trumpeteers are in the 
groove with an excellent arrange- 
ment of ‘Bugle Call Rag’. Larry Cot- 
ton, tenor soloist, does well with ‘Ave 
Maria’ and ‘L ‘le Sir Echo’, Through- 
out. Ferrington is on hand to heckle 
the bandleader, but his gags are n.s.g. 
He sings one novelty, ‘Three Little 
Fishies,’ with the trio of gals in the 
Four Heidlights. 

Agnes and George, shag team, reg- 
ister. Youthful team put on a nice 
appearance and are smart-looking. 
For a finale, Heidt asks for two vol- 
unteers from the audience to audi- 
tion before his band. Awards are 
$5 and $1. 

Heat today (Sunday) held attend- 





ance down during the day, with a 
pickup at night. Eck. 


smaller than the others, they hide | 


} ence 


| ivory 


| Waters 


Band has no dearth of | 


the bandstand dressed by having the | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Claude Hopkins’ orch (14), with 
Beverly White; Four Ink Spots, Bob- 
by & Patsy, Pigmeat & Hamtree, 
Vivian Harris, George Wiltshire, 
Jesse James, Helena Smith, Harper- 
ettes (16); ‘Inside Story’ (20th). 








It’s a battle between Claude Hop- 
kins’ band and the Four Ink Spots 
for laurels this week at the Apollo, 
currently celebrating its fifth anni- 
versary under the present manage- 
ment. Louis Armstrong, Jimmie 
Lunceford and Chick Webb bands 
are on the lineup this month in token 
|of five years this 125th street (for- 
mer Hurtig & Seamon burley house) 
theatre has carried on successfully. 
Theatre also is getting a break be- 
|cause the thoroughfare from Eighth 





| avenue to the Triboro bridge, has 
| mardi-gras street festoons out, desig- 
| nating it as a main approach to the 
| World’s Fair. Street lamps lead the 
| way to the bridge. ; 
| Only reason that Hopkins’ crew is 
|sharing honors, as far as the audi- 
is concerned, with the radio 
quartette is the hum-drum manner 


Uni Pacific’ (Par) 'in which the pianist-leader presents 
'*Union Pacific’ ar). 


his topflisht outfit. He not only 
fails to sell the band, but sluffs off in- 
troductions with sameness and a 
dead-pan manner. 

There’s an excellent brass section, 
four sax players who double equally 
well as ae clarinet foursome. a 
rhythmic drummer and several slick 
soloists besides Hopkins’ own deft 
manipulating. But this is 
weakened by the conductor’s off- 
hand way of introducing tunes, most 
of which are not even named. Benny 
is the only instrumental 
soloist named, doing a clarinet fan- 
tasy in fine fashion. 

Not till Beverly White comes on 
to warble is the audience tipped on 
what is being played. ‘Heaven Can 
Wait’ is a slow, feeble starter, but ‘I 
Go For That’ sets her in solid, with 
the result that she is forced to pipe 
‘Blow Your Sins Away,’ and ‘Deep 
Purple’ for heavy returns. Then 
Hopkins uses ‘Who’ and ‘Put On 
Your Old Gray Bonnet’ for piano 
solos, with the band chiming in. 

Four Ink Spots, aided by a pianist 
in this spot, have a_ captivating 
routine starting with ‘Teepers 
Creepers’ and ‘Pork Chops,’ latter 
their composition. ‘If I Didn’t Care,’ 
tabbed as quartet’s latest recording, 
is tops in the lengthy repertoire, al- 
though ‘Who’ supplies the best 
clowning selection. Their harmony 
combos went so well that two en- 
cores were needed. 

Bobby and Patsy (New Acts), 
white tapsters and tumblers, figure 
importantly three times. Jesse 
James, fave here, clicks with a whis- 
tle solo and clever tapping and 
manipulating of two crutches, Lat- 
ter are needed because of a foot in- 


| jury. 


Pigmeat and Hamtree, aided by 
Vivian Harris and George Wiltshire, 
are in two comedy skits. First is a 
risque boudoir bit with the familar 
‘let him get his own coffee’ blackout. 
The other is about three honeymoon 
couples registering at a crowded 
hotel. They’re from burlesq, but 
briskly done by the Pigmeat-Ham- 
tree combination. Helena Smith does 
two neat tapstering solos, but both 


‘are virtually the same. 
| Leonard Harper staged as_ usual. 


Thomas Whaley directs the Hopkins 
crew in the pit until the band moves 

up on the stage. 
Biz excellent Friday night (5). 
Wear. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Buster Shaver with Olive & 
George, Cardini, Jeanne Brideson, 
Gae Foster Girls (24), Paul Ash or- 
chestra; ‘Rose of Washington Square’ 
(20th), reviewed in this issue. 











Right, tight, bright little show on 
the Roxy rostrum this week with 
‘Rose of Washington Square’ (20th) 
the screen lure. Only three acts, 
but a punchy Fanchon & Marco 
presentation and, despite the cast 
prominence of Cardini and the Bus- 
ter Shaver-Olive and George spe- 
cialties, again the Gae Foster Girls 
(24) eclipse everything. 

Repriseing their dance-on-balls 
routine, it’s given a topical presen- 
tatior in a trylon and perisphere 
background, in keeping with the 
N. Y. Fair. The kids do their stuff 
on a series of 24, 30 and 36-inch 
spheres. A bright idea is a standout 
bit with a pseudo-nervous girl who, 
on the contrary, must be particularly 
proficient to maintain her poise and 
posture in the supposedly precarious 
off-balance. It’s a dandy flash for 
the finale. 

The Fosterites click again with 
their ‘beguine’ routine, flashing 
colorful, rose maracas. It follows 
the violin specialty by Jeanne 
Brideson, a talented and personable 
soloist who is no stranger here. She 
does two solos, one of them Cole 
Porter’s ‘Begin the Beguine,’ which 
later backgrounds the Martinique 
terp routine.- 

An odd Washington Square Arch 
backdrop is appropriate to the film 
title. Then follows Buster Shaver 
with his talented Lilliputians, Olive 
and George (Brasno) who seem to 
be constantly developing new song 
and dance ideas. The diminutive 
Olive is now a Titian and it’s an 
added flash. A personable pair of 
petite people, their stage presence 
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is ultra and simulates the best stage 
decorum and deportment of their 
contemporaries. Shaver, per usual, 
is a good straight at the Steinway 
and also an effective dancing partner 
with Olive. 

Cardini’s suave deception is click- 
ful, per usual. His card aad ciggie 
stuff has now become more or less 
standard with other turns, but 
somehow Cardini maintains an aura 
all his own. 

Business was turnaway all day, 
but light on the last show opening 
day, Friday. Abel. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, May 8. 
Joan Davis & Si Wills, The Vir- 
ginians (6), Jack Powell, The Six 
Grays; ‘King of the Turf’ (UA). 








| Nice playing layout this, replete 


with versatile talent and siandard 
sock equipment. From the opening 
niche, nicely held by the Six Grays 
to closing spot allotted p.a. of Joan 
Davis, show moves smoothly and 
lsurely. Grays, five girls and a youth- 
ful-looking lad, provide a punchy 
dance flash that mixes up its rou- 
tines skillfully and scores strongly. 
Opening with a three-way hoof by 
boy and two girls, layout calls for 
single and ensemble hoofery high- 
lighted by a Scotch number appro- 
priately garbed and effectively en- 
hanced by vocal by Maizie Gray of 
‘Loch Lomand’ in swing. Closing 
precision number is to ‘Old Gray 
Bonnet,’ and the audience on show 
caught responded in good style. 
Good change of pace by the Vir- 
ginians (6), who follow with har- 
mony arrangements of ‘F. D. R. 
Jones,’ ‘Shadrach’ and a medley of 
marching songs. Encore of ‘Asleep 
in the Deep,’ nicely soloed by basso 
into swingy finishing chorus by en- 
semble, set matters for Jack Powell, 
next. Still employing the darky 
chef's costume and kitchen back- 
ground, Powell works fast, ringing 
the bell lustily with his trick drum- 
ming and earning a genuine begoff. 
Joan Davis knows what it’s all 
about and so does her husband and 
vaude partner, Si Wills. Employing 
much of the sure-fire material of 
their vaude stint prior to come- 
dienne’s advent into pix, duo gag 
and jive their way into a solid spot. 
Medley of comedy songs from film 
successes wins a round of recogni- 
tion, and the closing bit of hoofery 
is a genuine sock. Stub-holders here 
seemed quick to realize that this was 
not just another p.a. by a film per- 
sonality, but a real act possessing all 
the equipment necessary and com- 
pletely meriting the audible response 
accorded at the curtain. Biz = fair. 
urm., 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, May 4. 
Radio Rubes (5), Sensational Robeys 
(4), Jack Morrison, Wally Brown, 





Hollywood Jitterbugs (8); Eddie 
Rosenwald’s house ork; ‘Society 
Smugglers’ (U) and ‘Boy Slaves’ 
(RKO). 





Quite a gallery of new faces in the 
lineup this week, and one who hasn’t 
been around for more than a year— 
Wally Brown, m.c. and comic. Since 
his last appearance Brown has be- 
come better known through his se- 
ries of radio shows with Rudy Vallee. 
He’s smartened up in the interim and 
has discarded the collegiate hat. 

His specialty is double-talk and a 
mumbo-jumbo buildup for his gags. 
Has good material, though he was 
going a bit too strong on the subject 
of seasickness (causes and effects) 
when caught. Annette Ames, a smart 
femme partner, is still with him. 
She’s a very petite gal, and dynamic 
in her deiivery. Their goofy, phoney 
dance encore is swell. 

Brown, next to close, has a sweet 
spot this week, for he follows the 
Radio Rubes (5), who just about stop 
everything. Rubes come on _ as 
strangers (except to early morning 
radio fans), and build up a sock 
finish with their vocals and instru- 
mental work, one of ’em also danc- 
ing. 

Opening act is the Sensational 
Robeys. They give themselves the 
best of it in their billing, but they 
are still a good acro-juggling team. 
Mixed team has one woman, who is 
featured in balance feats, such as 
teetering a table on four sticks, con- 
verging to a bottle, which, in turn, is 
balanced on the head. The finale is 
a nifty. One of the men mounts head 
to head (upside down) on a ground 
man, while the remaining man and 
woman toss rope hoops in rapid suc- 
cession in his direction. These he 
catches with alternating legs until he 
has speared them all—around 20. 

Jack Morrison, impersonator, in 
the deuce, starts off with eccentric 
hoofing, registering well. He encores 
with a caricature of a woman un- 
dressing. 

Hollywood jitterbugs might have 
been more impressive a year ago, 
when this type of act was a novelty. 
This town has had its fill of jitterbug 
contests. however, so the act turns 
out to be no more than a good dance 
flash to close the show. 

Rosenwald and the band overture 


= a very smart pop medley this 
week. Fox. 
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CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, May 7. 
Gaynor & Ross, Tommy Martin 
Sid Tomack & Reis Bros., Eleanor 
Powell with Andy Iona’s Hawaiians: 
‘Society Doctor’ (M-G). : 








Two skaters, a magician and a song 
’n’ dance trio start this off as close 
to standard vaudeville as any bill in 
months, but what goes before is only 
a build-up for Eleanor Powell, who 
dominates both the marquee and the 
show. Flicker star was a regular 
favorite here in her four-a-day tours 
long before she hit screen and sub- 
sequently clinched local fandom with 
two President’s Birthday Ball ap- 
pearances, She gives one of the most 
satisfying Hollywood personal ap- 
pearance to hit Capital this season. 

Phil Lampkin’s house orch, raised 
out of pit on stage-level platform, 
tear off ‘Evolution of the Dance’ 
overture, using slides to identify 
cakewalk, turkey trot, fox trot, 
Charleston and jitterbug. Pit sinks 
and travelers open on 20-foot square 
table on which Gaynor and Ross 
click with skating routine, man in 
tails and girl in red and blue chiffon 
alternating between smooth solo 
spins and stock team work. Trick 
lighting and ballroom motif gives it 
unusual class. Tommy Martin fol- 
lows with-his sleight-of-hand, He 
finishes strong by fanning a wad of 
paper into a hen’s egg. 

Martin brings on Sid Tomack and 
Reis Bros. (2), nut comics. Their act 
is swift, dizzy and packed with well- 
timed business, including some that’s 
clever and plenty that’s corny. Take- 
off on three old-time vaudevillians 
singing ‘Telling the Birds’ gets ’em 
off well, but the encore is dragged 
out. 

Miss Powell opens in blue and 
white sport dress for lengthy glad-to- 
be-here chatter, getting in a smooth 
plug for her next pic with Fred 
Astaire. Goes into amusing imita- 
tion of Hepburn and sock parody of 
Jimmy Stewart, then dances. Andy 
Iona’s Hawaiians, after a couple of 
musical numbers, back up her rou- 
tines. Craig. 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, May 6. 
Benny Goodman’s orch, Lionel 
Hampton, Eunice Healy, Martha Til- 
ton, Jimmy Shea & Guy Raymond, 
Jess Stacey, Chris Griffin, Hymie 
Schertzer; ‘Never Say Die’ (Par). 





Benny Goodman and his gang are 
transforming Fanchon & Marco’s 
5,000-seater Fox into a jitterburg’s 
paradise and many of the bugs are 
remaining for two shows. 
agement also arranged for Goodman 
to play for the customers dancing on 
the stage after the last show open- 
ing night (Friday). It was smart 
showmanship because of the word of 
mouth advertising that resulted. 

Goodman’s show is the second to 
be booked into the Fox this season 
and currently is the only flesh enter- 
tainment in town. Utilizing a full 
stage, a departure from Al Pearce’s 
recent appearance when only the 
elevator platform was used, Goodman 
starts with ‘Star Dust,’ with Eunice 
Healy, looker, following with a neat 
tap routine. Before Martha Tilton 
swings a couple of numbers, Good- 
man’s lads pound out some swing 
stuff, ‘One O’Clock Jump’ drawing 
big applause. Jimmie Shea and Guy 


‘Raymond sock over a swell eccentric 


dance routine and for an encore do 
a jitterburg turn. 

Lionel Hampton, colored drummer 
and vibraphone artist; Jess Stacey, at 
the piano, and the bull fiddler in- 
dulge in a jam session. Stacey wins 
a lot of attention from the palm- 
pounders, as do Ziggy Elman, Chris 
Griffin and Hymie Schertzer for their 
solo work. Goodman, in on a per- 
centage, should make lot of sugar for 
himself and the theatre management 
during this engagement. It’s his first 
theatre date here. ; 

F. & M. has been trying to bring 
back stage shows, but it is evident 
that it will require such attractions 
as Goodman to make it a paying 
proposition. After Al Pearce and his 
gang hung up a house b.o. record 
last year, he was brought back sev- 
eral weeks ago, but didn’t come close 
to nearing his previous mark. House 
management put over a terrific bally 
for Goodman and it is helping a lot. 
Biz swell at show caught. Sahu. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





Jerry Blaine’s orch (13), with 
Arlyne Chanler, Shag Dancers (2), 
Frank Borden, Lou Holtz, Marion 
Bellitt & English Bros. (2), Al Gor- 
don’s Dogs, Helen Morgan; ‘Sunset 
Trail (Par). 





Lou Holtz, carrying a cane strictly 
for ornamental purposes, and Helen 
Morgan give the marquee here suf- 
ficient strength to overcome a weakie 
hoss opry, ‘Sunset Trail’ (Par). Their 
combined b.o. draught was suf- 
ficiently strong at the last show 
opening day (Friday) to pull a good 
house despite a very warm night. 

Backing up the stage show is 
Jerry Blaine’s orchestra of 13 men. 
a the leader, wR dispenst 
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TMAT’s Internal Scrap Grows 


More Bitter as P.A.s Campaign 
For June 8 Election; Rap Olver 


Factions within the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
union are girding for the most bitter 
internal scrap since the formation of 
the organization. Climax will come 
with the election of officers and 


board June 8, but in the interim 
there will be plenty of campaigning, 
some of which has already begun. 
Differences of opinion between the 
groups appear to have become more 
pronounced, bias being the result of 
varied aims. 

Openly anti-administration are the 
New York press agents, who have 
adopted a platform and named an 
almost complete ticket in opposition, 
They take the position that the union 
should make a clean sweep and 
mailed out a printed appeal to the 
membership for support. Pa.’s state, 
however, that the members should 
run TMAT rather than the officers. 

They contend that the failure of 
the officers to provide jobs for 
treasurers and managers at the 
World’s Fair is ‘unforgivable,’ and it 
is claimed that those who did land 
berths there did so without the help 
of the union. Also figured there are 
summer jobs around the ball parks 
and tracks which TMAT could have 
secured for idle members. 

The appeal to support the p.a.’s 
ticket appears principally designed 
to attract votes from the ticket- 
seller group, most populous of the 
groups. Section in the circular anent 
the treasurers reads: 

‘We severely condemn the need- 
less action of other unions in at- 
tempting to dictate the conduct of 
the boxoffice. We believe that the 
treasurers, the poorest paid of the 
crafts, and the most abused group 
within the union, are fully compe- 
tent to solve their problems provided 
they have the co-operation of the 
rest of the membership.’ 

Aimed at Equity 


Around TMAT, the reference to 
‘other unions’ was not clearly un- 
derstood. Inference is probably the 
action of Equity in joining the man- 
agers in formulating the ticket code. 
How TMAT should figure in the 
ticket situation was not indicated, 
although the union has represented 
ticket sellers in several clashes with 
the League of New York Theatres. 


(Continued on page 50) 


2 American Shows 
Sail for Repertory 
Tours in Australia 


Charlotte Greenwood and a com- 
pany including Russell Fillmore, Ro- 
maine Callender, Isabel Withers, 
Wendy Atkin and Charles Martin, 
sailed last week from San Francisco 
to Sydney for an Australian tour of 
repertory. Among the shows offered 
will be ‘Leaning on Letty’ ‘Post 
Road’ and ‘She Couldn't Say No.’ 
Martin Broones, Miss Greenwood’s 








husband, accompanied the group as | 


manager, Engagement is sponsored 
by Australia & New Zealand Thea- 
tres, Ltd. 

Another troupe, also under the 
ANZT management, will sail May 
24 to tour in ‘Robert’s Wife,’ ‘Yes, 
My Darling Daughter’ and other 
Plays. Pauline Lord and Ian Keith 
will head the company. The balance 
of both troupes will be recruited 
from among Australian players. 

_ According to ANZT representa- 
tives in New York, an American 
troupe of ‘The Women’ is having a 
Successful tour of Australia-New 
Zealand, while “The Waltz Dream’ 
and ‘Idiot's Delight’ are both clicks 
there with U. S. casts. Richard 


Crooks is now on his way to Aus- | tion there of ‘Swing Mikado,’ which | 
tralia for a repeat tour, while John | the FTP will present at the Federal , headed by 


Brownlee will begin his season there 
in August. 





Getting Hunk? 


Ruth Chatterton, one of the 
handful of Actors Fidelity mem- 
bers, who for 20 years have re- 
fused to join Equity, last week 
became a member of the asso- 
ciation so she could accept a 
stock engagement at the Maple- 
wood (N., J.) theatre. 

Her assignment will be to por- 
tray all seven feminine charac- 
ters in ‘The Affairs of Anatol,” 
thereby replacing six regular 
Equity members. 


L. A. FTP Show Scribes 
Dropped from Payrell 
After ‘2-a-Day’ Smash 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Gene Stone and Jack Robinson, 
authors of ‘Two-a-Day,’ were 
dropped from the Federal Theatre 
Project payroll. They had been as- 
signed to write a musical show two 


weeks ago after their jobs as heads 
of the vaudeville department had 
been abolished. 

When they handed in their com- 
pleted script, they were told that 
their services were no longer needed. 
Meanwhile, the government has sold 
‘Two-a-Day’ for $500, of which the 
authors get nothing. 


DELAY ‘WOMEN’S’ 
BROADWAY REPEAT 


Repeat date of ‘The Women’ on 
Broadway has been set back, but may 
be arranged for some time in June. 
Comedy closed Saturday (6) in Phil- 


adelphia, where it completed a re- 
turn engagement. Max Gordon, who 
produced the show, said he has not 
found the type of N. Y. theatre de- 
sired. Plan is to present ‘Women’ at 
$1.10 top, which scale it used stic! 
cessfully for months on the road, but 
the manager stipulated that an air- 
cooled house of around 1,500 seats 
was necessary. 

Slump on Broadway since the 
opening of the World’s Fair may 
shelve the show permanently, but in- 
dications are a sizable theatre will 
be available soon, continuation of 
several musicals being doubtful. 

Gordon is due to leave for Holly- 
wood soon for preliminary work in 
connection with the filming of ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois.’ 


WPA’s ‘Swing Mikado’ 
Shows $46,135 Net 


Chicago, May 9. 





























netted a profit of $46,135 to the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project. The net is the 
‘sum remaining after payment of non- 
|\labor expenses, income taxes, pro- 
duction and operating salaries. Total 


‘income from Sept. 25, 1938, to April | 


30, 1939, was $164,775, while the ex- 
|penses were $103,860. The Illinois 
project took 65% of the net, while 
|New York got 35%. 

Show played to more than 250,000 
| people in its run, and was the largest 
money grosser in the history of the 
| FTP. 





San Francisco, May 9. 
Jester Hairson, director of music 
‘and chorus work for the Federal 
| Theatre Project here, left for New 
| York last week to study the produc- 


| Theatre on Treasure Island next 
| month. 


'PLAYWR'TS BACK 


WPA version of ‘Swing Mikado’ | the Broadhurst, having the better of 








UF NAT'L PLAN 


Scheme, Being Carried| 
Through in Conjunction 
With National Theatre, 
Would Embrace Several 
Hundred Towns — Expect 
Ist Production Late in ’40 








B’WAY TEE-OFF 





Nationwide string of pop-price 
legit theatres, to be extended over 
a period of years to several hun- 
dred communities, is being planned 
;by the National Theatre and the 
|Playwrig) ts’ Co. Although the 
scheme is still rather nebulous, both 
groups have outlined a broad sched- 


ule and hope to have the first pro- 
ductions on the boards by the fall 
of 1940. 

Idea is to make the venture strict- 
ly a professional one, with Broad- 
way casts doing both revivals and 
new plays. Preliminary production 
fund of at least $300,000 is to be 
raised and members of the Play- 
wrights’ Co. intend not only to ex- 
tend the performance rights to their 
plays, but to take an active super- 
visory part in all productions. The 
venture would get underway next 
|fall with formation of a subscription 
| list and then the leasing of a Broad- 
way theatre. Selection of plays, 
casting, production and rehearsals 
would proceed thereafter, with ac- 
tual performances to begin the fol- 
lowing fall. 

Pop-price theatre idea has been 
a pet brainchild of Elmer Rice for 
some years, but he had never been 
able to do anything about it before. 
With the formation of the Play- 
wrights’ Co., however, he proposed 
that outfit try to work out some plan 
| along that line. But his fellow mem- 
bers, Robert E. Sherwood, Sidney 
Howard, Maxwell Anderson and S. 
N. Behrman felt that they could 
spare neither the time nor resources 
to attempt such a project. 

When Sherwood was 
elected president of the National 
Theatre, however, he immediately 
saw a chance of carrying out some 
form of Rice’s idea. Other Play- 
wrights’ Co. members agreed to co- 
operate, permitting their old plays 
to be done by the proposed groups 


recently 
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Charge 18 Agencies Violate 
Code's 75c Premium Rule As 





League § 


PEACE, SISTER! 


Louise Platt’s Settlement In Mass. 
Cowshed and Cinema 











Instead of trying to slice each 
other's throats, a strawhat theatre 
and the local picture house at Guil- 
ford, Conn., will, this summer, co- |} 
operate in a deal to cash in on a 
Hometown Gal Makes Good tieup. 
Femme in question is Louise Platt, 
former Broadway and more recently 
a Hollywood actress. 

She'll operate the Chapel Play- | 
house there, giving program and | 
lobby billing to the neighborhood | 
film theatre. In return, the exhib 
wil! show all the pictures in which 
she has appeared, including ‘I Met 
My Love Again,’ ‘Spawn of the 
North,’ ‘Stagecoach’ and the forth- 
coming ‘Tell My Tale.’ Will also 
give Miss Platt’s strawhat a screen 
plug. 


Winchell Broadcast 
‘Closes’ Miss Crawford's 
‘Portrait’; Show’s Squawk 


Walter Winchell in his broadcast 
Sunday (7) erroneously siated that 
‘The Family Portrait,’ Morosco, N. Y.., 
had closed the previous night. Mon- 
day (8) there were complaints from 
Cheryl Crawford, who produced the 
show, and intimation that libel pro- 
ceedings would be started unless a 
way was agreed upon whereby the 
alleged injurious comment could be 
counteracted. 


On Tuesday, attorneys for the 
chain, Lennen & Mitchell, the agency 
handling the program, and Jergen’s 
Lotion, its sponsor, huddled with 
counsel for the show management 
in an effort to adjust the complaint. 
The agency stated that it would ‘en- 
courage’ Winchell to make a retrac- 
tion and put in a plug for the show 
during his next broadcast (14), 


Morosco boxoffice received a num- 
ber of telephone calls from ticket 
holders, who asked whether the show 
had folded, report having spread 
along Broadway. Some applied at 
the theatre for refunds until assured 
that ‘Portrait’ is playing. 














Hot Tops ‘Swing Mikado’ 





Ist Week of Close-By Competish Shows Todd’s 


Version Far in Lead 





First week of the two ‘Mikados’ on 
Broadway, since the ‘Swing’ version 
went commercial and moved from a 
WPA house to the 44th Street, found 
the ‘Hot’ version, across the street at 


| 





the battle. That its pace dropped 
| under previous levels was not fig- 
j ured to have resulted from the close- 
by opposition, but because of the 
genera] slump. 7 
| The ‘Swing’ show is claimed to 
have broken even. It opened com- 
‘mercially at $2.20 top as against the 
($1.10 scale as a reliefer, starting 
weakly and failing to pick up much 
during the week. Claimed takings 
were around $6,000, as against the 
quoted gross of $11,000 for the ‘Hot’ 
lshow at $3.30 top. Management of 
|the ‘Swing’ show stated it would be 
‘decided this week whether their 
brand of colored syncopated Gilbert 
and Sullivan would remain more 
than four weeks, for which the house 
is rented, or be sent to the road. 
Show is operated by a group 
Bernard Ulrich, who for- 
-merly managed the Auditorium, 





| Chicago, and Melville Ericson, also 


of that city. Latter is said to be a 
son-in-law of former Vice-President 
Dawes. Indicated that little coin has 
been budgeted for exploitation, man- 
agement taking the position that the 
show was given plenty of publicity 
previously and ‘they either want us, 
or they don’t.’ 

Position of the players who went 
out of WPA, as required by the 
rules when private employment is of- 
fered, is not definite. In the event of 
the ‘Swing’ show having a curtailed 
engagement, there is some doubt 
whether they could be reinstated on 
the WPA payroll. First reports that 
such reinstatement is automatic is 
incorrect. Regulations are that any- 
one willingly leaving the WPA 
project to accept other employment 
after June 29, 1938, is eligible for re- 





iffens Ticket Code 


Stricter enforcement of the ticket 
code by the League of New York 
Theatres has started now that legal 
proceedings have virtually okayed 
the regulations, a restraint order 











having been refused the Acme 
Agency. Managers’ association has 
engaged a firm of accountants to 


check the stampling of tickets, and 
more allegations that brokers have 
been exacting more than the 75c 
maximum premium have already 
been made. 

As a result, some 18 agencies are 


involved, over 60% of those ac- 
credited by the league. At least a 
ozen cases are serious violations 


and the brokers have been called in 
to explain their failure to conform 
to the regulations. 

Last week six of the best grossing 
attractions were checked up by the 
accountancy people, who were read- 
ily given access to ured tickets 
which are saved for some weeks 
after performances, a rule of the 
League. Examination of tickets col- 
lected on varied dates was made at 
the discretion of the checkers, it be- 
ing figured that fairly accurate data 
on stamping could be thereby ob- 
tained without going through all the 
bundles. 

Quickly proven that agency people 
had grown somewhat lax in adhering 
to the rules on stamping, but at- 
tempted to comply after it became 
known that the League had called in 
experts. When the government in- 
vestigated the brokers and boxoffice 
staffs last season, the problem of 
stamping according to the rules was 
placed before the federal men, who 
are said to have agreed that it is 
virtually impossible to always fol- 
low regulations, especially in the 
evening at the approach of curtain 
time. League, however, is more in- 
terested in seeing that the code 
rules on premiums are not violated, 


Equity-League Deal 


Equity, which has a basic agree- 
ment with the managers on strength 
of the code, was reported doubtful 
of renewing the contract, being 
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Union Cards Loading 


Down Doubling Legit 
Players; AGMA Claim 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
is said to have made a claim for ju- 
risdiction of the American Lyric 
Theatre, which opens at the Martin 
Beck, New York, next week with 
‘The Devil and Daniel Webster,’ ‘Su- 
sanna Don’t You Cry’ and a ballet. 
The point raised is whether the 
shows are operettas or should more 
properly be classed as opera, which 
is AGMA’s field. Understood, how- 
ever, that the casts are made up of 
Equity members almost entirely and 
that the legit rating will stand. 

Another angle that has not been 
straightened out between the Four 
A’s affiliates are the rules concern- 
ing membership cards. At present 
legiters who are in radio or doing 
any picture work must have a card 
for each type of appearance. Some 
carry four cards and want a new ar- 
rangement made to make it easier to 
operate. 


REFUGEES TUNE UP 1ST 
STAGER FOR L.A. DEBUT 

















instatement only if they have cer- 
tificates showing them to have been 
on home relief. 

Ulrich and Ericson were not re-| 
quired to guarantee any fixed num- | 
ber of weeks employment for play- | 
ers in the federal ‘Mikado.’ Under- 
stood they will pay the players’ | 
transportation back to Chicago, | 
where the show originated. ' 


Continental Players, new group of 
German and Austrian refugees 


|backed by William Dieterle and 


Harry M. Warner, started rehearsing 
its first production, ‘William Tell,’ to 
be staged for a run beginning May 


24. 


Group is directed by Leopold Jess- 
ner, former executive of State thea- 
tres in Germany. 
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LTC Lines Up 67 Stands for 4-Show 


Road Venture; 


a + 


$325,000 Assured 





While plans of the American Thea- Economy Forcing Atlanta 


tre Council for stimulating interest 
on the road next season have been 
shelved for months, the Legitimate 
Theatre Corp., has gone forward 
rapidly in booking one-nighters for 
its quartet of attractions. Its activity 
is the first move in the long con- 
templated road revival that has got- 
ten results. Touring will start Oct. 
15. 

To date, LTC has booked more 
than 67 stands, extending from coast 
to coast. Aim is to round out a 20 
week season for each of the four 
shows-—‘Golden Boy,’ ‘On Borrowed 
Time,’ ‘What a Life’ and Eva Le Gal- 
lienne in an Ibsen play. Original 
producers have been requested to 
stage the plays, or at least pass on 





the casts if not selecting the players. 

$325,000 Gross | 
Total gross in the bookings ar. | 
ranged for thus far is placed at} 
$325,000. None of that money is pay- | 
able at this time, but contracts are | 
signed by local organizations in each 
town, the guarantee being $5,000 for 
the four shows. As the bookings call 
for eight performances weekly, the 
amount assured each attraction is 
$7,500 per week. Indicated that 
transportation will be a major ex- 
pense item, all jumps to be made by 
train. 

Matinees are to be played, prin- 
cipally on Saturdays, but where pos- 
sible the midweek afternoon perfor- 
mance will be scratched in favor of 
Sunday night’in those stands where 
such performances are permitted. 

Subscription campaigns in some of 
the stands booked have already 
started. Most successful to date is 
Utica, N. Y., where the Stanley thea- 
tre will be used for the ATC attrac- 
tions. Reported that $10,000 worth 
of tickets have been sold there, with 
indications that the local sponsors 
will net a neat profit. In Ft. Worth, 
where the shows will be played in 
Memorial Auditorium, the season 
has been over-subscribed. Success 
of the venture is indicated by local 
iuiterest in Bartlettville, a small oil 
town in Oklahoma; where subscrip- 
tions for $4,500 have been received. 
Ticket campaign has also started in 
Roanoke, Va. 

Fortune Gallo, managing director 
of the ATC, is enlarging office space 
for the tours for the second time 
since he took over the enterprise 
from Arthur Oberfelder and asso- 
ciates. The Denver showman, how- 
ever, is interested in ATC. Bookings 
are handled by field men operating 
out of the New York office. 


Maplewood (N. J.) May 
Fold Its Stock Policy 


Maplewood (N., J.) theatre may go 
dark after two more weeks of its 
rotary stock policy. House has Mil- 
ton Berle this week in ‘Blessed 
Event,’ gets Ruth Chatterton next 
week in ‘The Affairs of Anatol’ and 
is tentatively slated to close after the 
following week with Frances Farmer 
in ‘Saturday’s Children.’ 

Spot is operated by the Fabian cir- 
cuit, which took over several months 
ago after leasing the house for a sea- 
son to Wee & McCoy. 


From ‘Wilde’ to Nitery 
Is Buckmaster’s Aim 


John Buckmaster, who closed last 
Saturday night (6) in ‘Oscar Wilde’ 
at the Fulton, N.Y., may do nitery 
impersonations in the U.S. during 
the summer. He is currently dick- 
ering for an engagement. It would 
be his cafe debut in this country, al- 
though he has done that kind of 
work in London. 

Actor is prevented by Equity’s six- 
month alien rule from appearing 
around the strawhat circuit in 
‘Spring Meeting,’ with his mother, 
Gladys Cooper, or from taking other 
legit commitments, but nitery work 
would be okay. Buckmaster will not 
return to London this summer and 
may tour in the fall with ‘Oscar’ if 
the drama is taken on the road. 


Julia Walsh to Wed 























FTP Unit to Fold May 15 


Atlanta, May 9. 

Local Federal Theatre Project will 
close up shop here May 15, according 
to Albert Lovejoy, director. Lovejoy 
attributed reasons for closing to fact 
that many professional workers have 
returned to private employment and 
curtailment of funds by the Gov- 
ernment. He added that some of the 
actors on local rolls may be moved to 
projects in Jacksonville or New 
Orleans. 

FTP lasted three years in Georgia, 
starting out at Atlanta theatre. Few 
months ago project moved to Er- 
langer theatre, where it engaged in 
a brief, but unsuccessful, whirl at 
booking road show attractions. 

Project’s efforts to attract patron- 
age to its own productions proved 
futile. 


Cleve. Playgoers, 
Local Legit Producing 
Group, Elects Officers 


Cleveland, May 9. 

Legit, which has been limping 
along here, was given a hypo last 
week at first meeting of Playgoers of 
Cleveland, Inc., recently formed by 
Chamber of Commerce to guarantee 
20 New York plays for the Hanna 
next year. 

Promoted by William Blair, jr., 
Hanna manager, enterprise, pat- 
terned after St. Louis subscription 
plan, is being backed by 35 business 
tycoons to drum up convention trade 
for the 1939-40 season. Sponsors 
started campaign by posting $100 per 
committeeman for 20-week subscrip- 
tion books, 


low as $42 for the semester. 

Joseph C. Hostetler, attorney, and 
one of the most active sponsors of 
fine arts, was elected head of Play- 
goers at first get-together. Mark 
Egan, vice-prez of local convention 
and visitors’ bureau, was named v.p. 
Mayor Harold H. Burton was chosen 
honorary chairman. 

Meeting also drew several out-of- 
town legit showmen, including Vin- 
cent Burke, of the English theatre, 
Indianapolis, and Robert Boda, man- 
ager of the Hartman, Columbus, O., 
who plan to organize similar play- 
goers’ clubs. 


2 Shows Blow 


‘Set to Music’ was an added clos- 
ing at the Music Box, N. Y., Satur- 
day (6). English revue played 16 
weeks, starting off at capacity then 
tapering during the latter half of the 
engagement. Opening weeks were 
around $25,000 and more recently 
the pace was half that. Last week 
business dropped even lower and the 
week to week notice was exercised. 











SET TO MUSIC 


Opened Jan. 18, °39. Most 
critics deemed the Coward-LiJ- 
lie musical okay. Mantle (News) 
thought it ‘a nice lively eve- 
ning’; Atkinson (Times) declared 
it ‘a revue that represents the 
quintessence of style and skill,’ 
but Winchell (Mirror) said ‘for 
the choosey, ‘Set to Musie’ may 
be a disappointment. Variety 
(Abel) predicted ‘revue will fare 
well for a spell.’ 





NS 


‘Wuthering Heights’ was yanked 
Saturday at the Longacre after one 
and a half weeks. Play was given 
a brush-off by the critics and there 
were few paid customers out front 
after the opening. 








Added Strawhats 


( Not Previously Listed) 





Deertrees theatre, Harrison, 
Me. Bela Blau. July 3. 


Hili Top theatre, Ellicott City, 
Md. Gregory S. Mooney. June 
13. 


Somerset players, Scarborough, 
N. Y. Juliana Morgan, George 
Sumner, June 19, 

Straw Hat theatre, Brattle Hall, 
Cambridge, Mass. Robert War- 
field. June 28, 








MONTREAL 
CONSIDERED 


Montreal, May 9. 
City Fathers are discussing plans 





| for building an artistic civic centre 


round the proposed $750,000 studios 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
in the east end of Montreal. 


Having voted free land worth ap- 
proximately $200,000 to the CBC, city 
council may expropriate land border- 
ing on the site of the new studios to 
build concert halls, a music centre 
and provide a meeting place for cul- 
tural activities, 





Fire Destroys Historic 


Woodstown Opera House, Woods- 
town, N. J., where George M. Cohan 
and his parents played in ‘Harri- 
gan’s Hiberian Tourists’ in 1889, was 
razed by fire April 27. Though fully 
insured the two-story structure will 
not be rebuilt according to Man- 
ager E. W. Humphreys. 


Four years ago this house cele- 
brated its 50th anniversary. 





which entitle them to | 
preferred orchestra seats at cut-rates. | 
Non-profit organization is aiming at | 
a quota of 10,000 members, selling | 
balcony seat ducats in advance as |} 








WUTHERING HEIGHTS 
Opened April 27, °39. Ran- 





Julia Walsh, of ‘The American 
Way,’ will be married June 7 to Al 
Wagstaff, co-manager of the New 
England playhouse, Ridgefield, Conn. 
Her mother, Seena Owen, Paramount 
writer, will come east for the wed- 
ding. 

Miss Walsh will leave the cast of 


the Kaufman-Hart spec to join wer) 


staff’s strawhat this summer. 





_ dolph Carter’s dramatization of 

Emily Bronte’s classic proved 
|; an ill-chesen entry. Coleman 
(Mirror) described it ‘a puny 
and dull affair. Mantle (News) 
thought the adaptation ‘stilted 
and ridiculous.’ Anderson (Jour- 
nal) declared ‘the whole thing 
drearily monotoneus.’ 


| 
| 


ae 





Pop-Price Legit 
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and actively aiding 
problems. 
Non-Profit Plan 


As tentatively outlined, the Na- 
tional Theatre would be a profes- 
sional, but strictly non-profit or- 
ganization. That is, all workers 
would be professionals (in many 
cases the highest-priced obtainable) 
and those putting up coin for the 
advance fund would do so as a gitt, 
without prospect of receiving divi- 
dends, or even repayment of the 
original amount. 

Plays to be produced would be 
classics, Broadway successes of for- 
mer years, hits that had eased off 
at the box office and which might go 
for a limited period at reduced 
scale, and certain new plays. In all 
cases the production nut would be 
kept ata minimum. Theatres would 
be leased on a yearly, four-walls 
basis and actors would be signed on 
term contracts at reduced scale and 
play-or-pay arrangements. 

Other Dramatists Too 


Besides allowing production of 
their former plays, the Playwrights’ 
Co. members would like to persuade 
other dramatists to do likewise. Dis- 
tinctive commercial failures of pre- 
vious seasons would be among those 
tried. In each city there should be 
a regular subscription season, with 
the length and number of produc- 
tions to be based on the size of the 
local theatre audience. The N. Y. 
season would be 40 weeks, with 10 
plays each to run four weeks. If a 
show clicked it could be moved to 
another house for a regular run. In 
the case of a new play thus clicking, 
the price scale could be raised and 
the cast’s salaries boosted. 

Present idea would be t carry out 
the idea in New York the first sea- 
son. The following season the plan 
would be extended to several other 
cities. 

Tentative idea is to make the top 


in production 





price $2 in New York, with subscrib- 
ers paying $1.50 and the rest of the 
| house scaled down to 50° or even 
| 25c. Scale in other cities would de- 
pend on local conditions, but in 
‘every case would be kept at a mini- 
mum. 

| Proponents of the scheme admit 
|that it is visionary and uncertain 
| of accomplishment. But they are de- 
termined to attempt it in some form 
or other to combat the steady shrink- 
'age of the legit theatre. 


ART CENTER IN: 


Woodstown, N. J., House 


| July 3...the Farragut Players open 


Wednesday, May 10, 1939 


——=_ 








Roland Young, in a New Stewart 
Comedy, Tops the Barnyard Cackle 





New comedy by Donald Ogden 
Stewart, possibly starring Roland 
Young, and a new version of ‘Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,’ guest-starring 
Paulette Goddard, are among the try- 
outs on the schedule of the New Eng- 
land Playhouse, Ridgefield, Conn. 
Also listed is ‘Seven Travelers,’ a 
new mystery by Halsey Raines, Me- 
tro writer, and a revival of Samson 
Raphaelson’s ‘Accent on Youth,’ with 
the author making his acting debut 
in the leading part. 


Stewart, now on the Coast, is due 
in New York in a couple of weeks 
to polish his new play, which Young 
has expressed a desire to try out. 
Miss Loos is modernizing her ‘Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes’ at the sug- 
gestion of Alfred Wagstaff, co-man- 
ager of the strawhat, which has an 
exclusive option on the new version. 
Idea is to make it a period piece, 
with costumes and topical references 
in the style of the flaming 1929's. 
Miss Goddard, a friend of the au- 
thor’s, was in one or two Broadway 
musicals before going to the Coast 
and is eager to return to the stage 
in a tryout of the new version, No 
indication as to whether Charlie 
Chaplin would come east for the 
engagement, but that is considered 
unlikely. 





In case any of the three shows are 
likely bets in tryout, they will be 
brought to Broadway in the fall by 
Wagstaff and his associates, Philip 
Carr and Alfred V. Leaman. Charles 
Atkin is staging the tryouts, Straw- 
hat season of 10 weeks will open 
June 25 and the remaining plays will 
include ‘You and I,’ by Philip Barry; 
‘Journey’s End,’ ‘Bird in Hand,’ ‘Our 
Town,’ and two others to be selected. 





Barnyard Vignette 
‘Satan’s in the Pantry,’ new play 
by Doty Hobart and Theodore Tiller, 
2d, will be tried out at the Starlight 
theatre, Pawling, N. Y., the week of 





|a nine-week season July 4 at Rye 
| Beach, N. H...Hugh Neville will di- 
| rect the Cragsmoor (N. Y.) Players, 
beginning July 2...‘The Whole 
Town’s Talking’ will open the season 
at Clinton Hollow, N. Y., June 8... 
Clifton Webb and Libby Holman will 
co-star in a revival of ‘Burlesque’ as 
the opening bill at the Chapel Play- 
house, Great Neck, L. I., June 12... 
Ernest Truex may do a show this 
summer at the Ridgeway theatre, 
White Plains, N. Y., which he found- 
ed...the Hill Top theatre, Ellicott 
City, Md., opens a 13-week season 
June 13 with ‘Fly Away Home.’ 
Gregory S. Mooney will direct and 
three tryouts will be offered...Irwin 
Swerdlow will direct at the Pine- 
brook theatre, Nichols, Conn., begin- 
ning May 28...Harrison Lewis will 
operate the Essex theatre, Lake 
Champlain, N. Y...Elizabeth Stearns 
will be production assistant at the 
Chapel playhouse, Guilford, Conn. 





Richard Bennett's Lineup 

Bucks County Playh use, new 
strawhat, directed by Richard Ben- 
nett and St. John Terrell at New 
Hope, Pa., will present a 10-week 
season starting in late June or early 
July. Bills will be changed weekly, 
with performances nightly, except 
Sunday, and a Saturday matinee. 
Playhouse, now under construction, 
vill seat 300. Top will be $1.50, ex- 
cept on Friday and Saturday nights, 
when it will be $2. 

«mong stage and screen names set 
to appear will be Robert Montgom- 
ery, Lillian Gish, Lucille Watson, 
Burgess Meredith, Clifton Webb. 
They'll work as guests with a per- 
manent company in support. Ten- 
tatively skedded as the curtain- 
raiser is ‘She Loves Me Not,’ with 
Burgess Meredith, John Beal and 
Polly Waters. 

Three new plays will be preemed 
—The Ascent of F-6,’ by W. H. 
Auden and Christopher Isherwood; 
‘Command Performance,’ by War- 
rington and Childs, and ‘Ducks and 
Drakes, by Mr. anc Mrs. Clifton 
Agar. 

Juliana Morgan and George Sum- 
ner, occasional Broadway producers, 
have acquired the Beechwood theatre, 
Scarborough, N. Y., and will open 
June 19 for a 10-week season. 

The 49’ers will open their seventh 
season July 11 at the Chase Barn 
Piayhouse, Whitefield, NV. H., with a 
revival of ‘The Circle.’ Carl Allens- 
worth will again be marager. 

New Hayrack’s Sked 

New summer stock spot, the Straw 
Hat Theatre, Brattle Hall, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., will be operated this 
season by Robert Warfield. Ejight- 





will run on a three-performances-a- 
week basis, Schedule ircludes ‘Short 
Story’ (U. S. preem), by Robert 
Morley; ‘The Wing Is on the Bird’ 
(new), by Esther Willard Bates: 
‘Little Shot,’ by Percival Wilde: ‘Is 
Nothing Sacred’ (new), by James 
Ullman; new dramatization by Mar- 
jory Carleton of ‘Jane Eyre’: ‘Chisel- 


ers’ (new), by Max Stahl, and a 
‘streamlined’ version of ‘Rosmers- 
holm.’ 

Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 


will open June 26.for a 10-week sea- 
son, with Arthur Sircom directing 
the all-revival bill. Spot will be 
operated by Raymond Moore and 
Richard Aldrich. Schedule is not 
definitely set, but Mady Christians 
in ‘Hedda Gabler’ has been men- 
tioned as a possibility. 
Wharf’s Sked 

Wharf theatre, Provincetown, 
Mass., will open its 25th season July 
1 with a bill of three short plays, 
Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Bound East for 
Cardiff,’ Susan Glaspell’s ‘Trifles’ 
and Edna St. Vincent Millay’s ‘Aria 
da Capo.’ In celebration of the 
spot’s quarter-century anniversary, 
a number of founders are expected 
to make appearances during the 
summer, 

Theatre is again operated by Neil 
McFee Skinner and Jean Paul King, 
with Edith Warman Skinner in 
charge of the school. Faculty will 
include James Hagan, Ralph More- 
house, Margaret P. McLean, Paul 
Wing, Frank Dahm, Elena Balieff, 
Douglas McLean, Stanley Pratt and 
Serreta Thiel. 


Big Cleve Hayrack 
Cleveland, May 9. 

Biggest strawhatter on Lake Erie’s 
shores this summer will be Cain 
Park theatre, an outdoor, municipal- 
ly operated playhouse with 3,300 
seats, which gets under way June 22 
with ‘My Maryland.’ 

Amphitheatre went over so well 
during five weeks’ tryout last year, 
despite inclement weather, that 
length of season is being doubled. 
Directed by Dina Rees Evans, project 
is out of the ordinary, in that it is 
financed by board of education of 
Cleveland Heights suburb. 

Dramatic events will range from 
‘High Tor,’ opening June 29, to ‘Car- 
men,’ ‘Journey’s End,’ ‘Elizabeth 
Queen,’ ‘Twelfth Night’ and ‘Peer 
Gynt,’ with Sydney Spayde of Wayne 
University as guest director. Pro- 
gram also includes dance recitals by 
Eleanora Buchla July 18, a one-act 
play festival by Ohio’s little theatres, 
and concerts led by Charles D. Dawe, 
head of Orpheus Male Chorus. Fed- 
eral Theatre is down for several 
performances. 





Ethel Colt with Jitney 

Williamsport, Pa., May 9. 
The Jitney Players will establish 
a Summer theatre at Eagles Mere, 
a nearby mountain resort, during the 
coming season. Ethel Barrymore 
Colt will be in the cast, playing in- 
genue roles. 

Cast will also include Douglas 
Rowland, Bettina Cerf and others. 
Harry Gresham will direct ‘Accent 
on Youth’ as the opening presenta- 
tion of the season, July 6, at the 
Forest Ina auditorium. The same 
company was at the resort last year. 





Mae Desmond’s Troupe 

Philadelphia, May 9. 
Mae Desmond, vet thesp, will pre- 
sent a season of summer stock at 
the Haubert theatre, Newfoundland, 
Pa., in the Poconos. She'll open June 
26 with a mixed troupe of studes and 
pros, 





Conroy’s Conn. Spot 
Hartford, May 9. 
Thom Conroy, director of the Lit- 
tle Theatre of Hartford, has acquired 
the Theatre-by-the-Sea at Matu- 
nuck, Conn., for the presentation of 
summer stock. Opening has been 
tentatively set for July 4. 
Playhouse, practically destroyed 
by last September’s hurricane, has 
been completely rebuilt. Cast and 
plays have not been chosen as yet. 





Lippitt’s New Date 
Providence, May 9. 
Lippitt theatre, Lippitt Estates, 
Cumberland, has moved its opening 
date to June 3 because of new Sun- 
day night performance policy. Spot 
was previously scheduled for a June 
5 opening. As far as known, the 
theatre will be the only summer 
playhouse in these parts offering 





week season will open June 28, and 


Sunday night shows. 
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Chicago Nifty; Holiday’ Perks, 18146 
Extends; ‘Skylark’ Up, 15146; ‘fe’ Out 


Chicago, May 9. 

Shows held up well last week and 
encouraged at Jeast one show to an- 
nounce additional Chicago time. 
Originally scheduled for three weeks 
in the Grand, ‘Knickerbocker Holi- 
day’ will hold for a fourth session. 
‘Skylark,’ which had come in for 
two weeks and later stretched that 
to four, is now on the verge of going 
even beyond that. 


New show in last night (Monday) 
was ‘My Dear Children,’ with John 
Barrymore top-billed. In view .of 
the front-page spreads on the Barry- 
more-Barrie split, the advance sales 
were disappointing. General word- 
of-mouth on the play itself has not 
been encouraging. 


The Civic theatre opens a summer 
stock policy Sunday (14), playing 
each show three weeks. Instigated 
and instituted by Charles Gilbert, 
managing director of the house. 
Initial show will be ‘Petticoat Fever’ 
with Guy Robertson, Esther Ralston 
and Donald Brian. ‘Fever’ played 
this town several years ago with 
Dennis King in the lead. 


Talk is that ‘Set to Music’ will 
come into the Grand shortly. Fed- 
eral Theatre has another winner 
with ‘Hamlet,’ the second of a 
Shakespearean series of three. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Grand 
(2d week) (1,300; $3.30). Perked to 
good $18,500 on excellent word-of- 
mouth. 

‘Skylark,’ Harris (2d week) (1,000; 
$2.75). Upped and indicates ability 
to stick around for some time; $15,- 
‘What a Life,’ Erlanger (1,400; 
$1.65). Closed here on Saturday (6) 
after eight weeks. Company back to 
New York. Finished to $6,500. 


WPA 
‘Awake and Sing,’ Great Northern. 
In Yiddish. 
‘Hamlet,’ Blackstone. Ian Keith 


bringing prestige and business. 


PAN 3D ‘KISS BOYS’ CAST 
IN L.A; FAIR $8,500 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Critics last week generally panned 
the cast presenting the third com- 
pany of ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ at 
the Biltmore, although they admit- 
ted merits of the play itself. Result 
was a fair first week, with indica- 
tions it should do better this week 
in the final stanza. House goes dark 
for a week, reopening (22) with re- 
r-at engagement of ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
in for three weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Biltmore 
(ist week) (1,654; $2.75). Set good 
pace on initial six days with profit- 
able $8,500. 

WPA 


‘Twe-a-Day,’ Hollywood  Play- 
house. Winds up long run (14) and 
moves to San Franciseo’s Alcazar. 

‘Run Lil Chillun, Mayan. Ends 
more than six months’ healthy run 
(14) and moves (17) to the Play- 
house in Hollywood. 

‘Exeursion,’ Belasco. Opened (5) 
for limited engagement. 


Engagemen ts 


Linda Grey, ‘Streets of Paris.’ 

Ann Miller, Collette Lyons, ‘Scan- 
dals.’ 

Avis Andrews, Lawrence Bolton, 
Mary Perry, George Lessey, John 
Kirk, ‘Susanna, Don’t You Cry.’ 

Maida Reade, Matt Briggs, Edward 
Butler, Jacqueline De Witt, Sorele 
Sayer, Ray Cutter, Franklyn Fox, St. 
Clair Bayfield, Elizbeth Reller, James 
Todd, Taylor Holmes, Frank McCor- 
mack, ‘Day in the Sun. 


Marie Nordstrom, Jane Wyatt, 
Katherine Meskill, Francis Compton, 
Jane Sterling, Donal Woods, Henry 
Richards, Elitch’s Gardens, Denver 
(permanent company). 

Robert Collins, ‘Boys From Syra- 
cuse.’ 


‘Road’ 3G, Lincoln 


Lincoln, May 9. 
Lincoln, definitely a church city, 
came out pretty well for “Tobacco 
Road’ last week. 
Gross was estimated at better than 
$3,000 for the two shows. 


‘PURSUIT’ FAIR $3,000 


Maplewood, N. J., May 9. 


‘The Pursuit of Happiness,’ with 
Phillips Holmes, at the 1,460-seat 
Maplewood theatre, N. J., did only 
a fair $3,000 this past week. Crix 
fine but slump still on. 

Current is ‘Blessed Event’ with 
Milton Berle. 


























NUTS APPEASED 


Action vs. ‘Invalid’ by Chain Store 
Dropped 








Action of the Federal Nut Co, 
against ‘The Fabulous Invalid,’ 
which was presented at the Broad- 
hurst, N. Y., earlier this season, was 
dropped early this week. Complaint 
averred that lines in the play were 
derogatory to ‘Chock Full O’ Nuts’ 
chain stores and damages of $24,500 
were asked. 

A nominal settlement was in- 
dicated, since attorneys for the de- 
fense had the case marked discon- 
tinued. Sam H. Harris, who pro- 
duced the play, and Moss Hart and 
George S. Kaufman, who wrote it, 
were named in the action. 


Philly NG Though 
Chances Better; 
Women’ Out, 7/46 


Philadelphia, May 9. 
There wasn’t much to look back 
upon as far as biz was concerned 
last week, but there are prospects 
with ‘I Married an Angel’ and 


‘Rocket to the Moon,’ both opening 
tonight (Tuesday) at the Forrest and 
Erlanger, respectively. 

There was considerable talk about 
‘The Women’ staying a third week 
of its second engagement at the Lo- 
cust, but final removal decision was 
made Thursday night (4). ‘The 
Brown Danube’ kept plodding aim- 
lessly, with no chance of continu- 
ance, although management still 
thinks show has a chance on Broad- 
way. Atlantic City is the next stop. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Brown Danube,’ Forrest (2d 
week) (2,000; $2). Under $5,500, 
poor. 

‘The Women,’ 
(1,400; $1). 








Locust (2d week) 
Out with $7,500. 





Ticket Violations 











(Continued from page 47) 


rather dissatisfied with enforcement 
by the league. The agreement runs 
to Sept. 1 and Equity is said to have 
thus far failed to consider extending 
the term, although there are indica- 
tiuns that Equity will ask the man- 
agers for changes intended to make 
th: ticket regulation more effective. 

League claims that money due 
from the agencies is being paid, 
fo:lowing warnings that action would 
bc taken against those who have 
been holding out, the Acme matter 
being the alibi. Reported that tne 
344c per ticket levy would be low- 
ered next season. League previously 
tol’ the brokers there would be a 
reduction if the amount was found 
to be excessive. Agency people 
claim that the levy is just about 
their margin of profit. That would 
coply to the larger agencies. Others 
say they cannot operate to any profit 
under the code, but are still in busi- 
ness. 


No ruling on the referee’s report, 
which upheld Broadway’s ticket code 
in the Acme Agency case, has been 
made by Judge Samuel Hofstadter, 
although it is understood he was 
ready to do so. Court indicated be- 
fore that he was not in sympathy 
with the claims of the ticket people, 
whose allegations of monopoly and 
restraint of trade against the League 
of New York Theatres and Equity 
were not sustained. 

Before Judge Hofstadter acted of- 
ficially, counsel for the agency in- 
sisted on the right to file a brief in 
answer to the referee’s report, al- 
though it was intimated that would 
be a waste of time. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Devil and Daniel Web-.. 
ster,’ ‘Susanna Don’t You Cry’— 
American Lyric theatre. 

‘Streets of Paris’—Shuberts. 

‘Day in the Sun’—Forbes Daw- 
son. 

‘Clean Beds’—James Timony. 











| 


j}emancipator, by Ramon Romero, will 





| 











Future Plays 


‘The Astenished Ostrich,’ a farce 
by Archie Menzies produced in Lon- 
don two years ago, has been ac- 
quired by Ted Wammerstein and 
Martin S. Meyers, who plan a Broad- 
Way opening in September. 

‘Two Dozen Red Roses,’ three-part 
farce by Marcel Delance and M. A. 
de Benedetti, which has been seen 
abroad, is a possible next season en- 
try for Gilbert Miller, wh- has pur- 
chased the English and American 
rights. 

‘Mrs. Lincein,’ a _ biographical 
drama, dealing with the wife of the 








be unveiled at an unnamed Holly- 
woed theatre May 29 by Henry | 
Duffy. Producer hopes foc a Broad- 
way preem next fall. 





‘MICE’ OK 116, HOLDS 
IN SF; ‘TOWN’ $10,000 


San Francisco, May 9. 
Business at the Geary street legits 
perked up.a bit for the second week 
of ‘Our Town’ and ‘Of Mice and 
Men,’ at the Curran and Geary, re- 
spectively. Closing notices had been 





Fair Sends B’way Into Big Slump; 
‘American Way Skids to $27,500; 
Hellz Least Hit 306, Story’ 236 





The big slide among Broadway 
legiters started with the advent of 
the World’s Fair. A number of 
causes were advanced for the havoc, 
including the start of daylight saving 
time and mild weather, but the Fair 
is really New York’s big show and 
unquestionably resulted in unprece- 
dented declines. 

A $3,000,000 advance ticket sale for 
the Fair stands out as a_ factor. 
Couple of hasty closings occurred | 
and while more are not definitely | 
carded for this week, it is question- | 
able how many shows can stand the | 
gaff for the next three or four 
weeks after -which the principal 
crowds are expected in town, Even 
then it is a guess whether show busi- | 
ness will really benefit. 

The reduction in ticket prices of 
|five shows did not stem the tide 
since they were caught in the slump 
too. 

The musicals were again socked, 





posted on both shows, but the John | drops of $8,000 and more being indi- 


Steinbeck play is being held for a 
third week, with ‘Our Town’ having 
quit. 

Considering the terrific competish 
from the Fair, both plays have done 


| pretty well. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Of Mice and Men,’ Geary 
week) (1,550; $2.75). Started mod- 
estly, then built. Second week took 
in $11,000. Advance sale for third 
week also encouraging. May return 
to Los Angeles for a run at the El 
Capitan at $1.50 top. 

‘Our Tewn,’ Curran (2d, final 
week) (1,771; $2.75). Increasing biz 
via big word-of-mouth publicity. 
Closing notice brought take up to 
fine $10,000. 

WPA 


‘Run Li'l Chitlen,’ Alcazar (18th 
week) (1,269; $1.65). Colored cast 
opera winding up its long run here 
before being moved ov : to FTP 
building on Treasure Island. 


‘Angel’ Solid $25,000 
As Wash. Ends Season 


Washington, May 9. 

Hot weather hit all showshops 
midweek but the Capital’s only legit 
held solidly with ‘I Married an An- 
gel,’ critics going nuts over show 
and Zorina. Columns all inspired by 
final week of legit season, too, which 
accounted for continuous’ extra 
boosts. 


House goes dark now until fall, 
with three strawhats due to take 
over this summer. Only strictly pro 
venture is Steve Cochrane’s Olney 
theatre, halfway between Washing- 
ton and Baltimore, ning May 15 


0 
with Glenda Farrell D ‘Stage Door’ 








and following with 10-week guest- | $5,000 


star season. Roadside Barn bows 

June 12 with melodrama and Cross- 
roads follows, with date unset. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘I Married an Angel,’ National (1,- 

698; $3.30). Wound up Washington 

season with approximately $25,000. 


Current Read Shows 


(Week of May 8) 








‘Blessed Event’ (Milton Berle)— 
Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J. 

‘Brown Danube’ (Jessie Royce 
Landis)—Garden Pier, Atlantic City. 


D’Oyle Carte Opera — Colonial, 
Boston. 
Frank Fay Vaudeville—Shubert, 
Bostcn. 


‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis King, 
Vera Zorina)—Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Kiss the Beys Geodbye’—Para- 
mount, Toledo (8); Hanna, Cleveland 
(9-13). 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ (Walter 
Huston )—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Shrine Mosque, Peoria (7); 
Selwyn, Chicago (8-13). 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘Tebacce Read’—Shrine Mosque, 
Springfield, Mo. (8); Tackett, Coffey- 
ville, Kan. (9); Civic Center Audi- 
torium, Bartlesville, Okla. (10); Con- 
vention Hall, Tulsa (11); Convention 
Hall, Enid, Okla. 


Lawrence )— 


Hall, Hutchison, Kan. (13. | 


week) (M-1,325: $2.20). 
(Ethel Barrymore)— |under commercial management very 


*‘Whiteoaks’ 
Pest, Battle Creek (8); Michigan, 
Jackson (9); Michigan, Ann Arbor 
(10): Erlanger, Buffalo (11-13). 

‘White Steed’—Wilbur, Boston. 


(2d | 


cated. Monday night (1) of last | 
week some of these shows got $600 
and $700, and while there was some 
pickup during the week, the totals 
were sorry figures. Saturday (6), 
with balmy temperatures, saw puny 
takings again, with the cafes and 
night spots as badly affected. Mon- 
day (8) of this week was just as bad 
as the starting day last week. 

Even ‘The American Way,’ hereto- 
fore the Broadway leader, dived and 
was rated around $27,500. ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ which was _affected less 
than any other musical, got best 
money, not far from $30,000. Near- 
est to that level was ‘Leave It to 
Me,’ with $18,500, with the others 
much lower. 

Only the leading straight shows, 
most of which are at the top of their 
engagements, did not suffer. “The 
Philadelphia Story’ again got over 
$23,000 to lead, with ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ snaring nearly $21,000. The 
Pulitzer prize probably saved ‘Abe 
Lincoln,’ which perked up with an- 
nouncement of the award, then 
dropped. It claimed $18,000, how- 
ever. “The Little Foxes’ eased off 
but also got excellent money, $18,000. 

Additional closings last week were 
‘Set to Music,’ Music Box, ‘Wuthering 
Heights,’ Longacre. Next week, “The 
Devil and Daniel Webster’ is due at 
the Beck, with the Biltmore getting 
‘A Day in the Sun.’ 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Hllineis,’ Plymouth 
(30th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Pul- 
itzer award saved standout from 
dipping as much as most other shows; 
around $18,000. 

‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (25th 
week) (M-1,325; $3.30). Hit the to- 
boggan along with most other mu- 
sicals; around $10,000 indicated. 

‘Family Portrait,’ Morosco (10th 

the 
7 





week) (D-691; $2.20). Reducin 
scale did not help and ta me 
dropped about 25%; approximate 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(34th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Led 
all last week; gross again around 


‘Hot Mikade,’ Broadhurst (8th 
week) (M-1,116; $3.30). Slipped with 
field; claimed around $11,000; doubt- 
ful if ‘Swing’ version hurt. 

‘I Must Love Semeone,’ Vander- 
bilt (14th week) (C-800; $3.30). 
Heavily in red; management addi- 
tionally troubled with house opera- 
tor differences; $3.500 estimated. 

‘Kiss Boys Geedbye,’ Miller (33d 
week) (C-944; $3.30). Slump felt 
here, too, but will continue; $8,000. 

‘Leave It te Me,’ Imperial (27th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Away off as 
with most musicals; last week’s $18,- 
500 lowest of the engagement. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Empire (19th 
week) (D-1,099: $3.30). Slipped to 
$9,000; unless there’s improvement, 
June continuance is doubtful. 

‘My Heart’s in the Highlands,’ 
Guild (5th week) (D-914; $2.20) 
Liable to stop as soon as subscribers 
have been taken care of; rated 
around $6,000 on the books. 

‘Ne Time for Cemedy,’ Barrymore 
(4th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). New 
success one of few attractions not 
affected by the slide; again quoted 
close to $21,000. 

‘One for the Money,’ Booth (14th 
week) (R-708; $3.85). No exception 
to the rule of mostly slumping 
| grosses: last week’s takins around 
| $10,000; had been doing rather well. 

‘Set te Music,’ Music Box. Closed 
Saturday (6) after 16 weeks; started 
strongly with grosses of $24,000 and 
over: slipped steadily after six weeks 
and lowered prices failed to help; 
around $10,000 last week. 7 

‘Stars in Yeur Eyes,’ Majestic 
(14th week) ‘M-1,717; $3.30). An- 
other musical which reduced the 
scale but failed to improve; quoted 


‘Swing Mikado.’ 44th Street (2d 
First week 





(12); Convention | $15.000, low for the engagement. 


‘disappointing; possibly $6,000: if 
there’s no pickup will go out after 
the fourth week. 

*The American Way,’ Center (16th 


week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Caught in 
the slump, too; pace down $5,000 
with gross around $27,500, lowest of 
the engagement. 

‘The Little Fexes,’ National (13th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Was hit, too, 
after going to a new high; still ex- 
cellent at $18,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(7th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). One of 
three straight show leaders and top- 
ping them with better than $23,000. 

‘The Primrose Path,’ Cort (18th 
week) (CD-1,059: $3.30). Slipped to 
$6,000, or less, which meant some 
loss. 

‘Tobacco Read,’ Forrest (283d 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Around §3,- 
500, but claimed even break; figures 
to improve during the summer. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (56th 
week) (C-1,050; $3.30). With cut 
rates, takings not much changed; ap- 
proximated $4,000. 

‘Wuthering Heights,’ Longacre. 
Taken off Saturday (6); weak press 
and little trade; played week and 


half. 
REVIVAL 
‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (2ist 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Eased at 


around $6,000; probably okay with 
moderate operating nut; slated into 


summer, 
ADDED 


‘Mexicana,’ 46th Street (4th week) 
(R-1,375; $3.30). Favorable press 
mention may help, but engagement 
was in doubt last week; around $6,000 
for the import. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(75th week). Expectant of better 
oO operates at small outlay; 


WPA 


‘Sing for Your Supper,’ Adelphi. 
‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz. 


DOyly Carte Big 
23/56 in Boston ; 
‘Town, Good 76 


Boston, May 9. 

The D’Oyly Cartes last week regis- 
tered their best gross since they 
opened their present four-week date 
three weeks ago. Company, now 
playing its final week of Gilbert- 
Sullivan repertory, sails for England 
next weekend from Boston. 

‘Our Town,’ in its second week, 
outgrossed Frank Fay’s Show ‘vau- 
deville), playing its first week here. 
‘White Steed’ opened here last night 
(Monday) for at least two weeks. 
WPA preems ‘Lucy Stone’ tonight 
(Tuesday) at the Copley. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ the Shubert re- 
vue, is now dated for May 29 open- 
ing. 





Estimates fer Last Week 


D’Oyly Carte, Colonial (3d week) 
(1,643; $3.30). Drew standees at al- 
most every performance, tallying a 
smash $23,500. 

‘Our Town,’ Plymouth (2d-final 
week) (1,480; $1.10). Word-of-mouth 
bolstered biz to about $7,000, good for 
low-nut play. 

Frank Fay’s Show, Shubert (ist 
week) (1,590; $2.20). Opening week 
was disappointing, around $4,500, but 
stays for another frame. Press was 
considerate, overlooking pale first 
part and yo what it thought 
was a good second. 


2d ‘Kiss Boys’ Does Fair 
$10,000, St. Paul, M’w’kee 


Milwaukee, May 9. 
Second coi ny of ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ did fairly well at the 
Davidson here la.! week in five per- 
formanees. Monday and Tuesday 
were played in St. Paul. 
Estimate fer Last Week 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Davidson 
(1,500; $2.20 top). Opened poorly, 
but built to $7,500. Crix were tough. 
In two St. Paul epereanee show 
topped $2,500, fair. 


Rocket’ $4,100, Balto 


Baltimore, May 9. 

Sudden encore to local legit sea- 
son, which was figured closed, 
brought the Group Theatre’s ‘Rock- 
et to Moon,’ into the indie-booked 
Maryland for three days last week; 
attracted some mild action. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Rocket to the Meon,’ Maryland (1,- 
560; $2.22). Drew favorable reviews 
and generally good word-of-mouth, 














but couldn’t buck balmy weather 
and did only fair $4,100. 
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College Shows 


HE WAS BORN GAY 


(HARVARD DRAMATIC CLUB) 
Boston, May 5. 


Mystery drama in three acts by Emlyn 
Williams; presented in, American premiere 
by Harvard Dramatic Club, assisted by 
members of the Radcliffe [dlers; staged by 
Jock Munro; setting, John Holabird; at 
Peabody Playhouse, Boston, May 3, °'39; 
$2.50 ton. 

Pvieey Dell. ciscstdicegedaetes Emily Nelson 
i ese Ee James J. Storrow, Jr. 
Birra. Dell. ..ccooceccess Winifred Wellington 
DAs MERSOR sc ccccveccesocee Maryalice Thoma 
Owe OG ixcceciensseks Jervis McMechan 
EGY Ath iOce sockets ce Charlotte Rantoul 
Bephy RaMety.cccescsiccecs Ruth Gillerman 
BaP. LOVON os cc evese 
Mason. 
Lambert 


eee 
errr Serer ery Villlam Manson 
TEETTTTTTTTT TTT. Gerald Deakin 


Mystery of the Lost Dauphin 
(Louis XVII) of France may be in- 
triguing material for a playwright, 
but Emlyn Williams’ interpretation 
does not sustain interest all the way, 
nor is the plot very mystifying. Wil- 
liams wrote ‘Night Must Fall,’ which 
had a run in London and New York 
a couple of years ago, and was sub- 
sequently filmed. 

His Dauphin comes out of hiding 
in the English hinterland to take a 
position as music teacher in a home 
near Dover. There's a young, ro- 
mantic daughter, a son in Parliament 
and a socially ambitious mother. By 
the time the royalists of France an- 
nounce by bonfire signals across the 
English channel that they again hold 
political sway after the Revolution, 
two pretenders to the French throne 
have popped up at a house party 
given by the Dells. One, a cockney, 
is accompanied by his mistress and 
she switches her affections to the 
real Dauphin. The other makes a 
last-minute appearance in an. air 
of mystery. He turns out to be a 
secret agent of Louis XVIII, with a 
sinister mission. His boss wants to 
take over the royal reins at any cost, 
and -he assists in this coup by in- 
veigling the Dauphin into drinking 
poison. 

Gerald Deakin, as the secret agent; 
Proctor Jones as the cockney pre- 
tender; Charlotte Rantoul, as an ec- 








Borger as two slap-happy jitterbugs. 
Leo Kehl, in fact, did a socko job on 
dance direction, capturing the for- 
mula in an impressive style. 

The book, by Richard Kepler, who 
triples in brass as chief lyricist and 
the femme lead, is fairly well written 
and, although it’s minus on humor, 
it divulges a small quantity of point- 
ed wit. Built on puns and weak 
theme, plot fails to develop as rapid- 
ly as it might, drawing frequent 
yawns. 
| Kepler penaed seven of the eleven 
| songs, but not much can be said for 





weeeeess--Proctor Jones} the ditties from Harvey Clynne or 


| 


Don Voegeli. 

Plot deals with Hitler and Mus- 
solini’s recent annexations of smaller 
countries. Idea is timely. Dimitri, 
head of Brookskava’s secret service, 
is instructed by Tootskava, femme 
dictator of that land, to provide an 
entertaining stay for Bitler so she 
can marry off her daughter Shela to 
him and form an alliance with To- 
taliteria. This angers Reggie Gray, 
Shela’s sweetheart, and they make 
plans to elope. However, Dimitri 
has Boris and Gaspar, two of his 
zany subordinates, mask as Chamber- 
maid and Benny Musclebound when 
he learns Bitler plans to annex 
Brookskava as soon as he marries 
Shela. Bitler is foiled by Dimitri 
and Bitler, Chambermaid and Mus- 
clebound get out of town singing 
‘Three Jolly Annexeers’. 

There are bits of hilarity, but the 
dialog drags at many moments. Out- 
standing comedy sequence is Bitler’s 
‘three-way pact’ conference with 
Chambermaid and Musclebound. 

Cast does a commendable job, es- 
pecially Bitler and Sadie, Dimitri’s 
hip-slinging secretary, who is always 
cracking about the burly shows she 
appeared in on Broadway and then 
goes into a spiel on the admission 
scale. The Haresfoots can always 
find a receptive audience among the 
alumni of Wisconsin, but each year 
the shows fare proportionately less 
favorably with the average theatre- 
goer. Weber. 





centric busybody; Maryalice Thoma 
as a faithful royalist, and Ruth Gil- 
lerman, impersonating a siren, turn , 
in creditable amateur performances 
in a production that gives evidence | 
of thorough rehearsals.- Winifred 
Wellington, a retired professional, 
easily takes top honors as Mrs. Dell. 
Single drawing room set is well de- 
signed and executed. Fox. 


ANNEX ME ANOTHER 


(Haresfoot Club) 
(UNIV. OF WISCONSIN) 


Madison, May 5. 

Forty-first annual musical comedy in two 
acts ( scenes); presented by the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin's Haresfoot Club; book 
by Richard P. Kepler; music and lyrics by 
Karl Boyd, Richard P, Kepler, Harvey 
Clynne and Don Voegeli; staged by Charles 
R. Phipps; dances, Leo T. Kehl; arrange- 
ments, Roland Clifford; orchestra, John 
Duffy; at Parkway, Madison, April 29, '39; 
$1.50 top. 


Bi SR Pre Fee Kendig Eaton 
Dimitri... scece --+-Ray Stachowiak 
Sadie eeees- Richard Kepler 
Reggie Gray...eoee Cocvccccesees Don Strutz 
)  errereriy Te cocccce eoe-Lee Emmerich 
GaASPALr...cccceccccccccccccces..Val Borger 
GU + + cdb acense 40666 coeecees John Howell 
Nhs x0ebanchbahen heaneeet i Willard Scholz 
MEE. ésétecotabs Coes eseseses Bob Osmun 
Oe Oe Oe eae Milton Woodhouse 
eo cceeceboccesesececeece Bill Erin 
ROO: Wein 665 0466 d00saweessets John Duffy 

Women chorus: Homer Gensley, Robert 
Oamun, Arthur Collentine, Ralph Mehlos, 
Donald Shafton, Jerry Leer, Marshall Ar- 
rieh, David Zellmer, Harold Rosenthal, 





| TMAT’s Scrap 











(Continued from page 47) 





Advocating transferability between 
the several groups in TMAT, the op- 
position takes the stand that the mo- 
tion picture end of the membership 
should have no voice in matters that 
pertain to the legit theatre alone. 
The militant p.a.’s are also on 
record as opposed to striking and 
picketing theatres on the decision of 
a single officer. They want such a 
move to be okayed by all five of- 
ficers and the board, whenever pos- 
sible. Also that hasty strike action 
without reasonable attempts at nego- 
tiation is harmful to the union. 


Only Olver Attacked 


The p.a.’s admit they have as good 
a chance of losing with their ticket 
as of winning, taking the attitude of 
all their candidates getting into of- 
fice or all being defeated. Only one 
of the regular candidates is singled 
out by the p.a.’s for attack, ‘Hal 
Olver and his colleagues’ being 
criticized for the ‘World’s Fair situ- 











William Conrad, Donald Lange, Marvin 
Oreck, Earl Levitt, William Baker, Mil- 
ton Woodhouse, Richard Zola. 

Men’s choral: Thomas Snodgrass, David 
Machiel, Marvin Race, Harvey Clynne, 
Marvin Golper. 





The University of Wisconsin’s 41st 
annual Haresfoot Club musical, ‘An- 
nex Me Another,’ falls short of ex- 
pectations, inasmuch as it’s chockfull 
of jaded drollery and lacks the vim 
the Haresfooters were accustomed to 
project some 10 years ago. It’s 
mostly corn with few good laughs. 
This year, however, they offer some 
snappy dance ensembles, notably a 
precision number and an eccentric 


strut by Lee Emmerich and Val 
A LTT RR NS NNT EE TE AN RO EIT TEREST ENE 


ation.’ 

Olver, one of TMAT’s two busi- 
ness agents, is up for re-election. His 
activity on behalf of the union has 
attracted attention and his interest 
in TMAT dates back to its incep- 
tion. Olver applied for a charter 
from the American Federation of 
Labor in 1925, but for some reason 
it was held up until 1928, by which 
time the late Theodore Mitchell 
and others completed the union’s 
formation. 

Around the TMAT offices the op- 
position of the Broadway press 
agents is taken as a matter of course. 
Stated that they are doubtful of get- 





| nati Symph. 


Blackstone in Overalls 





Philadelphia, May 9. 
Louis Marmorstein, electrician 
with the ‘Brown Danube,’ which 
closed here Saturday (6), is a 
lawyer on the side. He's eastern 
rep for Fay Wray and Pat 
O’Brien, among others, he said 
last week, and earned $15,000 in 
1938 through his dual pursuits. 
Marmorstein has been in the 
theatre for 25 years, but didn’t 
take up law until he started at 
Fordham U., N. Y., in 1929, at the 
age of 31. He is a member of 
the bar in both Georgia and New 
York. 


Norris West Joins Philly 
Symph; Latter Aims To 
Narrow Deficit Chasm 


Philadelphia, May 9. 

Norris West, assistant program di- 
rector of WCAU, in charge of clas- 
sical music for the outlet as well as 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
in this territory, resigned last week 
to take a newly-created post of as- 
sistant manager of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. He will work with Louis 
Mattson, assistant manager for many 
yearsxwho will continue. 

West takes over the new job next 
Monday (15). His duties will con- 
sist mainly of promotion in an at- 
tempt to get the orch on a basis of 
more nearly paying its own way. Dr. 
Harl McDonald takes over manage- 
ment of the orch from Alfred Regi- 
nald Allen on June 1. 

Practically every Philly Orch 
broadcast on CBS since 1930 has 
been announced and produced by 
West. Two years ago he made a 
tour of the country, gabbing the 
programs of the San Francisco orch, 
New York Philharmonic, Rochester 
Symph, National Symph and Cincin- 














Play Out-of-Town 


Great American Family 


Pasadena, May 5. 

Comedy in two acts (seven scenes) by 
Robert F,. Chapin and Charles King, from 
novel of same name by Ie Shippey; pre- 
sented by Community Players at asa- 
dena Playhouse, May 2, '39, for two-week 
run; staged by Frank Ferguson, 

MEP... POPE. ck cccccdpocecesess Laird Cregar 
Gregory Seymour........-- Frank Ferguson 
Sylvie Seymour...... Sccococcers Mary Todd 
Dr. Gillespie. .ccccccccccccsecsss Gene Love 
Mrs. Maguire......secescese+-Lisa Lawrence 
Hank (Younger)..... es.....-J0hn Long 
Chuck (Younger)..........Richard Barrett 
John (Younger) ..coccccsccsesesss Billy Epp 
Frank (Younger)....scesss...-Jackie Foyil 
GHABOEEO: cicccesescoeces éocveeevgtbes Herself 
iy. eeEreratey ry Titk Frank Rollinger 
Fine GeOnGalehs csc vicediane Lucia Sciarrino 
STURM BOMBA ec occ cesdccccccscercesececs 
Domingo Ramirez de Arellano 
HAO. oiccccccsccvctsccevsesvs Robert Willey 
Chae®.<ssee ahecesvees vendiaes Ward Wood 
seeccccccceses ecccces Barbara Pitzer 
Frank...cccccccecsese ecoeees Thomas Rucker 
FT eeccccece esesee- George Greene 
eee rerr eres) eoeccccees Doris Brenn 
Forrest Jones...ccccccccssees Irving Judson 
DEIVOE <i cecccccsess e+e--Chalmers Paulson 
Driver's Helper............Robert Hancock 
Marion Gale.....e.. eoeee- Margaret Kendall 
BR, MUON a6 0 06:0 00bnGaeeseas tess Julia Gage 
Mrs. Fitch.........+5+.-...Leoline Sommer 
Delivery Boy......eeese.-Pierre Hathaway 
PE... BEASTS ov ceccdadoede'ss Virginia Lykins 
a et eer rT Villa Crane 
BeconG Wemell. .ccccctecvcccs Viola Gilberg 
Radio Announcer........ Chalmers Paulson 
BESURONAT se 6c cccsccecccceccess scene Alter 


















Inside Stuff—Legit i 


‘No Time for Comedy,’ starring Katharine Cornell at the Barrymore, 
N. Y., was turned down by several other actresses before it was offered 
to her. Ina Claire nixed it for a Metro film offer; Gertrude Lawrence was 
under contract to John Golden, with whom terms couldn’t be agreed upon, 
while Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne refused to do the play because it 
doesn’t have parts enough for their regular company. Katharine Hepburn 
was originally figured for the play and was eager to do it, but S. N. Behr- 
man, the author, and his fellow Playwrights Co. members finally decided 
she was too young for the part, so she agreed to do ‘Philadelphia Story,’ 
Shubert, N. Y., which Philip Barry had offered to write for her. Latter 
play is a hit and she owns nearly 40% of the show, as well as the entire 
film rights. 








For the first time shows in independent Broadway houses are now re- 


| ceiving free ads in The Playbill, program for all New York legit theatres. 


Formerly only those attractions housed in Shubert theatres were given the 
free space. Some weeks ago, however, managers of several productions 
running in indie-booked houses approached the Playbill publishers with 
the suggestion that they also be accorded listing. Proposal was accepted 
and the shows currently benefiting include ‘Boys from Syracuse’ (Alvin), 
‘I Must Love Someone’ (Vanderbilt), ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Miller), 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Empire), ‘My Heart’s in the Highlands’ (Guild), 
‘Swing Mikado’ (44th Street), ‘American Way’ (Center), ‘Little Foxes’ 
(National), “Tobacco Road’ (Forrest), ‘Outward Bound’ (Playhouse). 





Discouraging biz of ‘Our Town,’ which went but two weeks at the Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles, and closed after two at the Curran, San Francisco, is 
largely credited to improper billing by disgruntled members of the cast. 
Ad copy and advance ballyhoo in L. A. read ‘Golden & Weil present Jed 
Harris’ production of ‘Our Town.’ This caused a popular misconception 
that Frank Craven was being supported by a run-of-the-mill stock com- 
pany instead of most of the original cast. 

Public took a week to find out. Although Golden & Weil were local 
boys, the cast was a McCoy Broadway importation. Gross rose to $10,000 
final week and despite the upswing closed anyway April 22, and moved to 
the Curran, San Francisco. 





Group Theatre directorate will decide in the next few days where the 
organization will spend its summer vacation-study. Believed the outfit 
will pick a spot somewhere in Connecticut. Offers have been received 
from several places, among them the Colorado Springs Fine Art Center. 
Bid first covered all expenses for the entire Group personnel for a month, 
and called for the presentation of four or five productions, with three or 
four performances each. Latest offer received the other day had been 
reduced to a single different show weekly for the four weeks. However, 
the directorate will probably not accept, as the organization is unwilling to 
put on any regular shows during the layoff period. 





Mrs. Gertrude Knapp, who was known on the legit stage as Gertrude 
Bryan, which name she will resume for professional purposes, will pro- 
duce plays next fall in association with Lodewick Vroom. Miss Bryan 
retired some seasons ago, but has been active in writing and staging shows 
for the Regency Club, an exclusive organization operating on the upper 
East Side. 

Miss Bryan was last seen in a play called ‘Queen Bee,’ previously hav- 
ing been on tour in “The Constant Wife.’ In her teens, she achieved ingenue 
leads, her standout appearance on Broadway having been in ‘The Blue Boy.’ 





Jimmy Durante bought a horse called Westbrooke, which won the first 
time out under his colors at Jamaica track, the odds being 12 to one. Race 
was held on Wednesday (3) last week and the schnozzle could not attend, 
being occupied with the mid-week matinee of ‘Stars in Your Eyes,’ Ma- 
jestic, N. Y. 

There was high excitement back stage when it became known that the 
nag copped. Durante was on stage when the news was received, but was 
signalled from the wings. That nearly broke up the show. 





John Kennedy, general stage manager for Sam H. Harris, asked for and 
received protection from Equity in the matter of duplication of names. 
An actor applied for junior membership, but the application was held up 
until he changed his name, stage manager contending priority. 

Actor then agreed to be known as J. Arthur Kennedy. He appeared in 


a small part with ‘Henry IV’ and is now said to be with the WPA theatre 
project. 





Buddy Ebsen has replaced Frank Albertson in the cast of Lew Brown's 
‘Yokel Boy,’ which starts rehearsals next week. Albertson asked to be 
released because his part was rewritten and he did not feel it suited him. 
As more than six weeks elapsed between the date of the contract and the 
show’s start, he was entitled to two weeks’ salary. A compromise was 
made, actor accepting a lesser amount. 





Max Reinhardt’s dramatic school is coming into Chicago with a blaze 
of advertising throughout the midwest. It’s spending plenty of coin for 
space, running quarter-pages in the largest of the dailies in the midwest 
territory. Muriel Francis is in charge of rounding up students. 








This dramatization of a moderately 
successful novel shapes up into a 
possibility for a play of the same! 
stature. By little theatre standards | 
it’s quite good. However, it needs | 
considerable fixing before trying 
Broadway, and whether the fixing is 
worth it is anybody’s guess. 

It’s one of those homey, happy 
little plays. Reminds vaguely of ‘Ah, 
Wilderness,’ except that it requires | 





many more actors. Single set helps 


its chances commercially. 


Yarn is about a writer full of pep | 
and vinegar who intends to write 


NEGRO DISCRIMINATION 2s; Ss.onve% "hs oe" 
CHARGED IN N.O. SUIT) tewer than last year, wae divided, 

with 58 in St. Louis and 28 on three 

road trips through the Midwest. 





New Orleans, May 9. 
Charging that refusal of the Mu-| e e 
nicipal Auditorium Commission to| Philly Drive Opens 


permit Negro attractions to be held 
in the auditorium is a violation of For Concert Funds 
Philadelphia, May 9. 





the 14th amendment, R. W. Cole- 








i 's, |‘The Great American Novel.’ But in| ™", Negro civic leader, filed suit 
Wis wee supposed to tue withthe) the 7-year span between frst and 26tinstthe commission ‘and ewin 
N York That final curtain he drags up five kids ; Poche, the aud’s manager, on Wed- phia Orchestra this summer got un- 
ew York group. at arrange- and is still talking vaguely about | nesday (3). Judge Hugh C. C rw rj ili 

t ears to h b helved | Satan ce 6 : . Peo. y 5 8 - Cage,|der way last week with the mailing 
ment appears to have been shelved | writing ‘the big book’ some day. to whom the ca llotted | BND invitati 
indefinitely. James Murphy, pres-| It’s all quite pleasant, and there is | dered members of th Guna om "te Sco eee oe 
|ent secretary-treasurer, is the only } lot of fun with the kids, but nothing | Ssion to | dinner to be held at the Bellevue- 


Plans to raise coin al fresco Robin 
Hood Dell concerts for the Philadel- 





show cause on May 17 why they 





“STARS IN YOUR EYES” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





ERNEST C. ROLLS 


Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 


LONDON CASINO REVUE 
His Mnioetten Theatre 


, Australia 


Now 














|candidate endorsed by the p.a.’s, 
| he not being opposed on the ballot 
| either. 

Opposition ticket is headed by 


Their nominees for business agents 
are Clarence Jacobson, former in- 
cumbent, and Joseph Grossman, of 
the Yiddish group. Saul Abraham 
tops the regular ticket, with Dan 
Melnick as v.p., with Olver and Mor- 
rie Seamon again running for busi- 
ness agent posts. 

A petition was circulated last week 
with the idea of having Martin La- 
cey, head of the teamsters union, 
represent TMAT in the Central 
Trades Council. Understood that 
such a move will not go through 
because of his connection with an- 





happens of an intriguing nature. It | 
all leaves the audience fairly well | 
Satisfied—but none too excited. 

The acting is spotty. Male lead, 


ih 1 gus / | 
| Charles Stewart and William Fields | — od by Exank Ferguson, whe also} 


rected, is A-l. His vis-a-vis, how- | 


as president and v.p., respectively. | ever, Mary Todd, is badly in need of 


experience. Ward Wood, playing 
Chuck, is a fresh youngster who 
should have a real acting career 


Stratford hotel on May 25. Proceeds, 
it’s expected, will provide enough to 
guarantee the men their minimum 
salary demands. 

The orchestra this year gave up 
trying to run the concerts on a co- 
operative basis, which it has done for 
the past nine seasons. Uncertainties 


should not be forced to permit the 
hall to be used by Negroes. 
Coleman stated that on numerous 
occasions he applied to Michel Pro- | 
vosty, chairman of the commission, 
to rent the auditorium for Negro 
attractions, and was refused. He'| 
said Poche also has refused his re- 





ahexd of him. He’s real. honest and | quests. 
believable. Among other actors who | 


tand out Laird Cregar, Barb | ; 
Hines de oria Beene. hig a | St. Louis Symph Ends 
Season with 17G Loss 








other union. Lacey supported | 
TMAT last winter and is credited | St. Louis, May 9. 

with speeding the signaturing of the | The St. Louis Svmph Society has 
basic agreement with the managers. | finished its 1938-39 season $117,000 
Lacey ordered his men not to move!on the wrong side of the ledger. 
certain shows, according to report at, However, the maintenan.. fund 
the time, and the managers promptly | drive that netted approximately 





recognized the union. $100,000 brings the deficit down to 


of weather and attendance last year 
caused the men to decide on a stipu- 
lated wage rather than take another 
chance. Samuel R. Rosenbaum is 
chairman of the new group in charge 
of the Dell concerts, and William K. 
Huff, director of the Philadelphia 
Forum, will manage them. Norris 
West, formerly program director of 
WCALU, is assistant to Huff. 

Eugene Ormandy has been set to 
conduct the opening concert, set for 
June 22. He'll be honorary musical 





director for the season, 
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Newsmen Win Scholarships 


Nieman Fellowships, designed to 
promote the standards of journalism 
‘in the U.S. by giving working news- 
papermen opportunity for a year of 
study while on leave from their 
‘papers, awarded to 12 out of 209 ap- 
plicants from 39 states. Awards, 
which allow for study at Harvard 
during the next academic year, carry 
stipends approximating each recipi- 
-ent’s salary. 

Those awarded fellowships are 
Volta W. Torrey, news review editor 
of AP in N. Y.; Steven M. Spencer, 
science editor, Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin; Stephen E. Fitzgerald, re- 
porter, Baltimore Evening Sun; Car- 
roll Kilpatrick, associate editor, 
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser; Ed- 
ward Allen, reporter, Boston Herald. 

Glenn C. Nixon, economic reporter, 
United States News; Oscar J. Butte- 
dahl, editor, Bismarck (N.D.) Leader; 
William P. Vogel, Jr., City Hall re- 
porter, N.Y. Herald Tribune; Holding 
Carter, editor, Greenville (Miss.) 
Delta Democrat; Edward A. Wyatt, 
associate editor, Petersburgh (Va.) 
Progress-Index; Weldon B. James, 
foreign correspondent, UP, and 
William B. Dickinson, Northwest 
news manager, UP. 





Helen Hayes’ Ma’s Book 

‘Letters to Mary,’ her grand daugh- 
ter, will be brought out by Bennett 
Cerf’s Random House shortly, telling 
all about Helen Hayes’ life. It’s by 
Mrs. Catherine Hayes’ Brown, 
mother of the actress, whose middle 
name, incidentally, accounts for the 
latter’s stage name. ‘Mary’ is Mary 
MacArthur, the 1929 ‘act of God’ 
baby, when Miss Hayes’ (Mrs. 
Charles MacArthur) had to bow out 
of ‘Coquette,’ in which she was then 
starring, in order to have their first 
child. 

Mrs. Brown's ‘Letters to Mary’ are 
written with an eye to being first 
read by her granddaughter some 
time around 1945, when she’s of the 
proper age and mentality to appre- 
ciate their essence. It was actress 
Ruth Gordon, however, when first 
reading some of the early ‘letters,’ 
who inspired the book idea through 
agent Mark Hanna, Latter is also 
working on a Satevepost serializa- 

tion ahead of the book. 





Coast Sports Editor Purge 

Investigation of the wrestling in- 
dustry by California’s legislature 
caused a sudden disappearance of 
familiar by-lines from the sport 
pases of Los Angeles newspapers. 

u Daro, master of behemoths on 
the West Coast, testified that his in- 
come had been depleted by contri- 
butions to various sporting editors 
and columnists, some of them rang- 
ing as high as $12,000 in a single 
year. L. A. publishers went into a 
huddle and emerged as magicians 
with a disappearing act. Vanished 
overnight from their accustomed 
haunts at the tops of their columns 
were such names as Mark Kelly, 
Braven Dyer, Sid Ziff, Claude New- 
man, Ken Frogley, Ned Cronin, Gene 
Coughlin and others on whose judg- 
ment the sport fans were accustomed 
to lay their dough. Indications are 
that most of the boys will be back 
in their customary roles after a short 
vacation. 

Publishers are inclined to look 
leniently on the extra-curricular en- 
terprises of their hired men, owing 
to their own tendency to muscle in 
on the sport racket to promote funds 
for their pet charities. 





Booksellers Convention. 

Annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Booksellers opens Sunday (14) 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y., 
to continue until Wednesday. Co- 
incidental events will be the an- 
nual tea of the Women’s National 
Book Association on Saturday (13) 
at the home of Rosamond Beebe in 
N. Y., and a breakfast for book- 
sellers day after the convention 
closes by the Herald Tribune book 
department in the Herald Tribune 
building. 

Booktrade matters to be discussed 
will be fair trade, book postal rates 
and book clubs. Will also be a num- 
ber of informal discussions on vari- 
ous aspects of bookselling. On the 
social side there will be a number 
of outings and eatings. 





Backer Control Foreshadewed 

Repeated talk that the New York 
Post is about to partially or wholly 
change hands was fanned anew this 
week by the well-substantiated re- 
port that Harry Nason, m.e., would 
be shifted shortly by owner J. David 
Stern to the Philadelphia Record. 
Nason is a former Philadelphian, 
having worked on the Ledger in that 
city for many years. He was trans- 


ferred to the Post when the Curtis 
interests bought the paper and was 
one of the few staffers Stern held 
»ver when he acquired it. 

Exactly what Nason will do on the 


Can't ‘Degrade’ King 


ome 


Toronto, May 9. 
Sequel to Canadian ban on 
Ken (since lifted) is a new 
amendment to the Judicature Act 
which gives the Attorney-Gen- 
eral authority to prevent the 
publication in Canada of any 
periodical carrying euditorial 
matter or art ‘tending to insult, 
degrade, revile or expose to 
hatred, contempt, ridicule or 
any member of the Royal family. 
For such ‘seditious’ action, of- 
fenders will appear before the 
Supreme Court of Canada. 
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Record isn’t known inasmuch as 
there is little likelihood that the 
present m.e., William F. Hawkes, 
will be shifted. Bernard Bergman, 
Sunday editer, was recently named 
executive editor under Hawkes, so 
the addition of Nason will give the 
paper the general semblance of a 
Cuban army. 

George Backer, active in the 
American Labor Party and a mem- 
ber of the Schiff banking family by 
marriage, is by now generally ac- 
cepted as the interested party in the 
purchase of the Post. Stern is trying 
to work out a deal whereby Backer 
would get a substantial interest but 
by which he would retain editorial 
control, according to best advices. 





Scribner’s Magazine Suspends. 


Scribner’s magazine has suspended 
after 52 years. May issue the last. 
Its resumption in the fall is a possi- 
bility. Meanwhile the book house 
of Charles Scribner is expected to 
bid in the title if it’s put on block. 
Latter was largely out of picture 
under recent reorganization of the 
fiscal structure whereby Harlan 
Logan Associates became Magazine 
Associates. Latter set-up was de- 
signed to be more attractive to out- 
side money. Previously losses of 
magazine had been cut way down, 
from an average loss of $20,000 per 
issue to less than $1,000. Advertising 
revenue was improving but the long 
bleak summer brought the suspen- 
sion. 

Other mag casualties are Listeners’ 
Digest, Win and My Stars. Decision 
to halt Listeners’ Digest arrived at 
last week, after extended ponder- 
ing on the mag’s future. Published 
by George Eggleston and associates, 
with reputed backing by Conde Nast. 

Win, a contest mag, gave cash 
prizes in excess of $5,000 per issue. 
Lasted but a few months. My Stars 
also short-lived. Published by Na- 
tional Magazine Corp. Assignment 
made to Jacob Meadow, with likeli- 
hood of sale of company’s assets to 
satisfy creditors. 





Wilkes-Barre Drops One 


As rumored at time of settlement 
of extended Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
newspaper strike, city’s three dailies 
are going into mutual ownership 
with two to be merged. News and 
Times-Leader become one in the 
evening field, with the Record to 
continue as a morning paper. 

New operating company is to be 
the Wilkes-Barre Publishing Co., 
with publishers of the three papers 
to assume exec duties under the new 
set-up. Settlement of the Newspaper 
Guild strike some weeks ago did not 
permit resumption of publication 
then because printers, learning of 
proposed merger, refused to return 
to work unless assured of job con- 
tinuation. Printers go on four-day 
week as result of merger, to take up 
job slack, and Guild members not 
needed get severance pay. 





Celophon Back te Old Style 

As a result of a poll among its 
subscribers, The Colophon, the book- 
men’s quarterly, is back to _ its 
original format under the subtitle of 
the New Graphic Series. Product of 
seven presses, it’s believed to be the 
most elaborate print job of any pub- 
lication in the world. 

Bigger in size than any previous 
issue, The Colophon retains many of 
its regular features. Contribbers 
are book authorities from all parts 
of the world. 





Vision, New Sunday Supp 


Representatives of around 40 news- 
papers were acquainted with plans 
for the new Sunday newspaper sup- 
plement, Vision, at a luncheon re- 
cently at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. » 
Luncheon tendered by Daniel E. 
Moran, Jr., v.p. of the Publication 
Corp., sponsors of the new supple- 
ment. ry 

Contracts already signed for Vision 
will give it a circulation of more 
than 1,500,000, Moran declared. Start 
of publication of Vision to be deter- 


lishers. Supplement already a year 





in the making. 





\ 












¥. V. Merley Returning. 

d F. V. Morley returns to the U. S. 
in July to stay. Younger brother of 
Christopher Morley, the author, and 
of Felix Morley, editor of the Wash- 
ington Post, joins Harcourt, Brace, 
the book publishers, in charge of the 
firm’s trade editorial department. 

Youngest of the Morleys has been 
in London for some years as British 
rep for Harcourt, Brace and as a 
director of the English publishing 
firm of Faber & Faber. 





Pinker Pleads Guilty 

Eric S. Pinker to be sentenced 
Tuesday (16) following his plea of 
guilty to theft of $37,000 from E. 
Phillips Oppenheim. Liable to a 
term of from five to 10 years in Sing 
Sing. 

Charged by Oppenheim that Pinker 
stole the $37,000 from him between 
May, 1938, and past March. Pinker 
alleged to have victimized number of 
other of the clients of his literary 
agency, with total amount of thefts 
put at over $100,000. 





Would Sell; Buyers Scarce 

Old-established and _highly-re- 
garded plup-mag string and dis- 
tributing agency is on the market, 
but unable to find a purchaser. Dis- 
tributing agency has interested a 
number of chain publishers who are 
without distributing facilities of their 
own, but would-be purchasege don’t 
want the affiliated mags because in 
every case they are duplicates of 
their own periodicals. Distributing 
agency can’t be sold apart from the 
mags. 

Combined mag chain and dis- 
tributing agency part of the estate of 
a noted newspaper and periodical 
publisher. Mags and their distrib- 
uting affiliate went to a public insti- 
tution in the publisher’s will. Insti- 
tution said to feel its publishing 
property isn’t making the money it 
should and hence would like to sell. 


Canada Lifts Ken Ban 

Canadian ban on Ken, imposed 
April 1 because of a cartoon of the 
King which was considered undig- 
nified, has been lifted. Federal rul- 
ing regarding the exclusion was 
referred to as ‘permanent’ when made 
but publishers were later given per- 
mission to submit subsequent sample 
issues. 

With no objectionable features 
carried in these, request for lifting 
the ban was acceded to, revocation 
dating from May 8 issue. 


All-New Yerk Number 

Staff of Fortune engaged in gath- 
ering a huge mass of data about 
N.Y. for a special issue of the mag 
to be devoted entirely to the met- 
ropolis. To appear in July. 

Anticipating more than ordinary 
interest in the issue on N.Y. because 
of the Fair, there’ll be an extra 
printing order for non-subscribers. 
Price of the special to non-sub- 
scribers will be $2, double what the 
pub ordinarily fetches. 





Carle Flumiani’s Project 

Carlo M. Flumiani, who heads two 
book publishing houses, Fortuny’s 
and Pegasus Press, the leading spirit 
behind a new mutual book trade or- 
gunization, Associated Publishers of 
North America. 

Among other things, Associated 
P-iblishers of North America will 
‘serve as a joint distributing and 
sales agency for member publishers. 
Offices for the present at the Flumi- 
ani firm. 





Rusk Job on New Pope 
Joseph F. Dinneen, author of 
‘Pius XII, Pope of Peace’ (Mc- 
Bride), turned out the opus of 60,000 
words in 18 days. Dinneen, veteran 
newspaperman, took the assignment 
and made the deadline by working 
16 hours a day for the 18 days. 
Dinneen covered the New England 
visit of Cardinal Pacelli in 1936; and 
in 1930 spent three months in Rome 
for the Boston Globe. 


Curtail Golf Literature 
Number of golf mags materially 


‘reduced with demise of two, Golf 


Illustrated and American Golfer. 
Leaves at least four national golf 
pubs remaining, Golf, Golfer & 
Sportsman, Golfdom and Golfing. 

Folding of the two said to be not 
due to falling off of interest in the 
pill game, but fact of too many pe- 
riodicals on the subject. Besides the 
four national golf mags there’s a 
number of regional publications cov- 
ering the game. 





Jonathan Cape’s New Try. 
Jonathan Cape, London book pub- 
lisher, who unsuccessfully invaded 
American book field some years ago 


mined by a committee of five pub-|in partnership with Harrison Smith, 


again seeking to lure American book 
readers. This time, however, from ; 














—- 





Old Front Pages 





Among the most unique of the 
publications growing out of the 
N. Y. World’s Fair is that being 
gotten out by Nathaniel Berger. 
Replicas of the front pages of 
the N. Y. papers of the 90's, on 
newsprint and in original size, 
it’s intended as a souvenir of the 
big town. 

Papers sampled are the Com- 
mercial Advertiser, Sun, World, 
Times, Mail & Express, Tribune, 
Herald and Journal. Novelty 
publication bears the title of 
Highlights of the Nineties. 








the Toronto, Canada, branch of his 
British book house. 


Despite duties, Cape placing on 


the American market a book by 
Douglas Reed, called ‘Disgrace 
Abounding.’ Figures it to be profita- 


ble if going in a sufficient number, 
and if the undertaking is successful 
he will introduce other of his British 
books to Americans via Canada, in- 
stead of disposing of rights to Amer- 
ican publishers. 





New Liberal Mag Due 
European __ publishing 
allied with Chicago figures, at work 
on preliminary plans for a new lib- 
eral mag to be published in N. Y. 
Tentative title of the proposed pub 
is The Public Voice. Not likely to 
start publication until late summer 
or early fall because of extensive 
preparations deemed necessary. 
Principals concerned withholding 
their identities for the time being 
because of other connections. 





Seviet’s Book Subsid 

Control of Bookniga, distributor in 
North and South America for the 
books, mags and newspapers pub- 
lished in the Soviet Union, has 
passed to a group headed by Boris 
Nikolsky. He’s now in charge of 
the organization’s main office in 


Intention to change the name of 
the organization to Ambook coin- 
cident with change of management, 
has been abandoned. Will continue 
to be known as Bookniga. 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 


Mrs. Caroline Atwater Mason, 85, 
novelist and short story writer, died 
May 2 at her home in Danvers, Mass. 

Mrs. Augusta Raymond Kidder, re- 
tired newspaper woman, died May 2 
at her home in N.Y. Related to Hor- 
ace Greeley and Henry J. Raymond, 
founder of the N.Y. Times, Mrs. 
Kidder conducted a column on the 
old N.Y. Recorder under the pen 
name of Polly Pry. Subsequently 
became a columnist on the N.Y. Her- 
ald. Husband, Edward E. Kidder, 
who died some years ago, was a play- 
wright. Brother, sister and a niece 
survive. 

James Mastin Thacker, 50, pub- 
lisher and editor of The Laundry 
Age, business mag, and former news- 
paperman, died May 2 in N. Y. 

Otis Fenner Wood, 71, head of a 
newspaper syndicate bearing his 
name, died May 2 in N. Y. of heart 
disease. Brother of the late Henry 
A. Wise Wood, inventor of news- 
paper presses. 

Porter Oakes, 42, managing editor 
of the Corpus Christi (Tex.) Chron- 
icle, died May 2 of heart disease. Had 
served as a major on the White 
House staff of President Woodrow 
Wilson. 

William Henry Siviter, 80, veteran 
Pittsburgh newspaperman and re- 
tired editor, columnist and editorial 
writer, died last Thursday (4) in New 
York at the home of his son-in-law, 
retired Rear Admiral James C. Pryor, 
of the U. S. Navy Medical Corps. 
Siviter was born in Dudley, England, 
and for many years was on the staff 
of the old Pittsburgh Chronicle-Tele- 
graph, going from there to Oil City, 
Pa., as editor and manager of the 
daily Derrick there. Later returned 
to Pittsburgh and went into the 
brokerage business. Leaves his 
daughter and a_ granddaughter. 
Burial was at Fairmont, W. Va. 

Nathan M. Palmer, 46, for 18 years 
a newspaperman at Lynchburg, Va., 
Raleigh and Grensboro, N. C., died 
in Durham, N. C., from a self-inflict- 
ed bullet wound. Retired from news- 
papering in 1936 due to ill health. 

George Stokes, 34, photographer- 
pilot, and Ted Northington, 31, re- 


interests, } 
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Edwin Markham, 87. 


Caroline Newton doing a biog of 
Thomas Mann. 


Jack Whitehill to Virginia for some 
data for a book. 


Paul Gallico to his place in the 
English countryside. 

The Andre Mauroises luncheoned 
by Alma Clayburgh. 

Marine Publishers organized by 
Thomas F. Simmons. 

Alexander Woollcott readying a 
new book for Viking. 

John Street Publishing Co. formed 
by S. Nicoll Schwartz. 

Red Circle mags have moved to 
ithe McGraw-Hill building. 

Johan Bojer gets over soon for his 
, first American visit in 15 years. 

, Cale Young Rice, the poet, will 
have his autobiog published soon. 

George R. Stewart has changed 
publishers going to Random House. 

Ellery Sedgwick, former ed of At- 
lantic Monthly, married in England. 

Ngaio Marsh, the femme whodunit 
scribbler, pronounces her first name 
Nyo. 

Irving Fineman back from the 
Coast, and going to his Vermont 
farm. 

Henry Lee, World-Telly scribe, 
joining Crowell publications in two 
| weeks, 
| Alton Cook, World-Telly 
|editor, underwent 
last week. 

Poetry society of America made its 
| April awards to Harold Vinal and El- 
lin Acton. 

Frank Gruber sold ‘Peace Mar- 
shall’ to William Morrow for full 
publication. 

Revised and enlarged edition of 
Paul Rotha’s ‘Documentary Film’ 
issued by Norton. 

Jan Hasbrouck, of the N. Y. Times 
editorial staff, weds Virginia Field 
the middle of June. 

Leonora Speyer awarded the 
Golden Rose for Poetry by the New 
England Poetry Society. 

Stuart Cloete in Boston to talk 
over a new novel with his pub- 
| lishers, Houghton Mifflin, 

Corey Ford left Hollywood for his 
New Hampshire farm to catch up 
with magazine assignments. 

Essendess will publish a story on 
Hollywood, ‘Remember Valerie 
March,’ by Katherine Albert. 

Raymond R. Camp, of the N. Y. 
Times staff, doing a book for Whit- 
tlesey House on outdoor sports. 

Nevil Shute here from Britain. 
Scribbler’s last name is Norway, but 
he doesn’t use it on his books. 

Arnold Zweig here and going to 
the Coast after a brief stay in N. Y. 
Accompanied by his son, Michael. 

Norwegian rights to Margaret 
Ayer Barnes’ ‘Wisdom’s Gate’ ac- 
quired by Gyldendal Norsk Forlag. 

G. E. R. Gedye, who was the N. Y. 
Times correspondent in Prague, go- 
ing to Moscow in the same capacity. 

Ben Ames Williams’ fictioneering 
record to date is 28 published novels 
and 370 published short stories. He’s 
still trying. 

Arthur Sullivant Hoffman, the for- 
mer mag editor, has written ‘Fiction 
Writing Self-Taught,’ which Norton 
is publishing. 

Earl J. Johnson, the UP general 
news manager, has gone abroad with 
Mrs. Johnson for a gander at the 
European situash. 

Memoirs of Howard Spring which 
appeared in the Atlantic Monthly 
wil) be brought out by Viking be- 
tween book covers. 

H. J. Haskell, editor of the Kansas 
City Star, will have a book published 
shortly by Knopf, called ‘The New 
Deal in Old Rome.’ 

Milt Gross contribution to the 
many tomes on the N. Y. World's 
Fair is ‘Pop Goes Nuts for Fair,’ 
which the Bystander Press will issue. 

Lecture to be given tonight (3) at 
Conde Nast’s home as a benefit for 
the Elinor Wylie Fellowship Fund 
of the Academy of American Poets. 
Oxford University Press selected 
Vic Knight's ‘The Cartwheel’ as one 
of the 10 best radio scripts. Knight 
produces Eddie Cantor’s radio pro- 
gram. 

Elliot Cushing, sports editor of the 
Rochester (N. Y.) Democrat and 
Chronicle, was married April 25 to 
Marion Nelson of Rochester, in New- 
ark, N. J. 

National Library Press publishing 
‘New Fields for the Writer,’ book 
by Stephen Moore on the technique 
of writing pix, stage, radio and even 








radio 
appendectomy 





' 





porter, both of Memphis Commercial | television. 


Appeal, were burned to death last, 


week when plane Stokes was piloting 
in aerocade boosting Memphis Cot- 
ton Carnival crashed at Grenada, 
Miss. Third occupant of ship, John 


Crump, 28, son of E. H. Crump, | 


Memphis political figure, also died in 
crackup, blamed on crosswind. 
F. J. Seligman, 51, editor of the 


Jewish Times, published at Youngs-| 


James O’Hanlon, son of the old 
burlesque actor, Sam Rice, finished 


| his third book in a year, ‘Murder at 


| Coney Island,’ to be published by 


| Phoenix Press. 


Barney Oldfield, Lincoln (Neb.) 
‘newsman, did a busman’s holiday 
during his week’s vacation in New 
York. He wrapped up eight pic- 
tures, a circus, five vaudeville bill«, 


town, Ohio, died Thursday ‘May a legit shows, two nite clubs, @ 


in that city. 


(Continued on page 55) 














ws 


ee 


= 


a 








; 








52 


VARIETY 








'and more recently played in ‘Yel- 


OBITUARIES 


H. COOPER CLIFFE 

H. Cooper Cliffe, 76, stage veteran, 
who had performed with William | 
Faversham, Robert Mantell, David | 
Belasco and Sir Henry Irving, died | 
of pneumonia May 1 at his home in 
New York. For 26 years he had been | 
a member of the Lambs Club. 

Widely known as a Shakespearean 
actor, he was born in Oxford, Eng- 
land, and made his debut with the 
D’Oyly Carte troupe in ‘H. M. S.}| 
Pinafore’ in 1879. After touring the 
United States in 1894, he joined Sir 
Henry Irving's Lyceum company and | 
played such parts as Lorenzo in ‘The 
Merchant of Venice,’ and Caiu 
Lucius in ‘Cymbeline.’ He suppor: 
Mrs. Fiske in ‘Becky Sharp’ and 
‘Leah Kleschna.’ He appeared on 
Broadway in 1919 with Laurette) 
Taylor in ‘One Night in Rome’ at the | 
Criterion and later was in ‘Scara- 
mouche,’ ‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels’ 
and ‘La Tendrese,’ among other! 


plays. More recently he had been 
in radio and occasional picture 
work. 


| 

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Alice 
Belmore Cliffe, an actress for years, 
and a daughter, Mrs. Doris Wallace. | 





LADISLAS KUN 

Dr. Ladislas Kun, 65, Hungarian 
conductor and composer, who once | 
conducted the National State Symph | 
of Budapest before the late Emperor | 
Franz Josef, died in a New York 
hospital May 2, after a year’s illness. 

Dr. Kun, a boy prodigy on the) 
cembalo, prepared at the Budapest | 
Musical Academy and as a youth) 
taught at the Royal Hungarian Col-| 
lege of Musical Art, Budapest. He 
won considerable reknown on the 
cembalo, appearing in concerts in 
leading European cities. He wrote 
several compositions featured by the 
Berlin Philharmonic and other well 
known symphony societies. He was 
credited with compiling and arrang- 
ing more than 500 Hungarian folk 
songs. 

Coming to America in 1921, he be- 
came associated with the Theatre| 
Guild. Later, he was an cape not 
for Paramount-Publix and for a time 
taught music in New York. | 

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Clara 
Kun, and two daughters. 








GEORGE MOOSER 

George Mooser, 66, assistant to 
H.D.H. Connick, until recently man- 
ager of the 1939 Golden Gate In-| 
ternational Exposition, died in a} 
San Francisco hospital Thursday (4) | 
after a two-month illness, 

A former newspaperman, Mooser | 
was associated with many of the) 
Coast’s earlier theatrical stars, some | 
of whom he had under personal 
management. In conjunction with 
Oliver Morosco, Mooser presented 
Laurette Taylor and Lenore Ulric in 
several of their successes. He has 
acted also as special agent here for 
Eddie Cantor and Charlotte Green- 
wood. During the World War, he 
managed American motion picture 
propaganda in Russia. 

Widow, brother and sister sur- 
vive, 





IRA FURMAN 

Ira Furman, 42, former branch 
manager for Metro in San Fran- 
cisco, died there Wednesday night 
(3) from a complication of diseases. 
Furman, whose service with Metro 
covered 17 years, had been on leave 
from the company for the past six 
months. Previous to becoming man- 
ager of the San Francisco exchange 
about three years ago, he was for 10 
years manager of the company’s 
Charlotte, N. C., branch. 

Langdon Wingham, former man- 
ager of Metro’s Seattle exchange, 
was transferred recently to Frisco 
to fill the Furman spot in Northern 
California. 

Furman’s widow is the sole sur- 
vivor. 


Burial took place in Pittsburgh. 





WENDELL P. SMALLEY 

Wendell Phillips Smalley, 73, stage 
veteran and one of the outstanding 
figures of the early film industry, 
died May 2 in Hollywood. Native of 
Brooklyn and graduate of Harvard 
and Oxford, Smalley made his stage 
debut with Mrs. Fiske in ‘Mirando of 
the Balcony’ half a century ago, and 
played leads on Broadway until he 
moved to California in 1910. 

In the silent days he produced, 
directed and starred in more than 
100 pictures with his first wife, Lois 
Weber. His last performance was in 
‘It's in the Air’ at Metro. 

Surviving is his widow, Mrs. Phylis 
Smalley. 


ALBERT SACKETT 
Albert Sackett, 78, retired actor, 
and father of Julia Sanderson, mu- 
sical comedy and radio singer, died 
in a New York hospital, May 4 He 

had been ill for six weeks. 
An actor for more than 35 years, 
he performed with the Forepaugh 
Stock company of Philadelphia for 





low,’ 
Night.’ 

A son, Richard, Jr., survives, Fun- 
eral services were held Thursday 
(4) in N. Y. 


‘Overture’ and ‘Escape This 





ELIZABETH MELLONINIO 

Mrs. Elizabeth C. C. Melloninio, 
44, who made her piano debut at 18 
with the Boston Symphony, died in 
Los Angeles May 2. For the last 10 
years she had been a radio pianist. 

Surviving are her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur W. Forbes, of New Bed- 
ford, Mass.; her widower, formerly 


some time in addition to appearing | with the Boston Symph, and a son, 


with other companies throughout the 


country. He was a member of the 
original companies of ‘Misleading | 
Lady,’ ‘Brewster’s Millions’ and 
‘Katinka’ and once played with} 
James O’Neil, father of 

O’Neil, in ‘The Count of Monte 
>risto.’ 


Two brothers, 
also survive. 


Eugene and Ed, 





WARREN COOK 

Warren Cook, 60, 
who had resided for several years 
at the Percy Williams Home, East 
Islip, L. I., died in a New York hos- 


| pital May 2. 


He appeared with companies 
operated by the late Sylvester Poli, 
Harry Frazee, Henry W. Savage and 
Charles Atkinson. He debuted in 
1895 in Edward E. Rice’s ‘1492’ and 
toured with Winthrop Ames’ Castle 
Square stock company from 1899 to 
1912. Later, he also appeared in pro- 
ductions of Charles Frohman. 

Funeral services were held Friday 
(5) in New York. 





JENNIE MACKLEY 

Jennie Mackley, 84, prominent as 
a character player two decades ago, 
died May 2 in Columbus, O., fol- 
lowing a heart attack. Widow of 
Fred J. Mackley, producer and au- 
thor, she had lived in Columbus 
more than 20 years, locating there 
after retiring from the stage. 

Her husband and she had played 
in productions with Jefferson de An- 
gelis, McIntyre and Heath, among 
others. 

The Mackleys at the turn of the 
century toured the Continent with 
shows for about 10 years. 

Services and burial in Columbus. 





AILEEN MARSON 

Aileen Marson, 26, stage and 
screen actress, who in private life 
was Mrs. Jack Scott, died in London 
May 5 after giving birth to twins, 
a son and daughter. 

She had played in British films 
and achieved considerable distinc- 
tion on the stage for her work in 
London’s ‘Ten Minute Alibi,’ in 
which she had the only feminine 
part. Miss Marson tried producing 
a few years ago but her vehicle, a 
Hungarian play, ‘Vicky,’ proved a 
luckless choice as it ran but eight 
weeks. 





ROY SEERY 

Roy Seery, 62, onetime partner 
with Balaban & Katz in the Chicago 
franchise rights to First National 
pictures, died May 5 in Santa Monica, 
Cal. He had been hospitalized for 
the past two years, 

After disposing of his interest in 
the franchise, deceased operated the 
First National exchange in Chicago. 
He retired some years ago due to ill 
health and went to the Coast. 

Surviving are his widow, a son and 
daughter. 





JOHN E. O'TOOLE 

John Edward (Jack) O'Toole, 55, 
film distributor, died April 30 in 
Cheyenne, Wyo., after an illness of 
more than two years. 

O'Toole came to Milwaukee from 
Minneapolis and established his own 
film distributing agency 10 years ago 
after having represented several 
major companies as a salesman. He 
moved to Cheyenne two years ago 
to convalesce from an operation. 


Surviving are his widow and a sis- 
ter, 








FRANK C. GRIFFITHS 

Frank C. Griffiths, 87, who ap- 
peared as a youth with the Boston 
Museum Stock Company and later 
managed Minnie Maddern Fiske and 
Lily Langtry, died at his home in 
Middleboro, Mass., May 8. 

He won considerable popularity at 
the Museum where he first per- 
formed as a juvenile 65 years ago. 
He had trouped with Charles Bar- 
ron, William Warren and Annie 
Clarke among others. 





RICHARD FREEMAN 
Richard Freeman, 65, an actor, who 
appeared a few years ago with Wal- 
ter Hampden in ‘An Enemy of the 
People,’ died May 2 in a New York 
hospital. 
Patrick Campbell in ‘The Sorceress’ 








retired actor, | 


Charles. 





EDWARD S. ROGERS 
Edward S. (Ted) Rogers, 38, presi- 
dent of Rogers-Majestic Corp. and 


Eugene | of Canada’s most powerful private 


station, CFRB, Toronto, 
denly May 6, 1939. 
Details in radio section. 


died sud- 





JACK LANDREGAN 
Jack Landregan, 41, cameraman 
for 15 years at the Astoria, L. 1, stu- 
dios and later on the Coast, died 
March 17 in Barstow, Calif., of pneu- 
monia. Two sisters and two brothers 
survive. 





BERTHA BRUNDAGE 
Bertha Brundage, 79, died in Long 
Beach, Cai., May 7. 

She was a film character player for 
years. 





Widow of Howard E. Kidder, 
prominent playwright at the turn 
of the century, died at her home in 
New York May 2. Related to Henry 
Jarvis Raymond, a founder of the 
New York Times, and also a descen- 
dant of Horace Greeley, she was a 
columnist for the New York Herald 
and later wrote ‘The Pageant of Pro- 
test,’ produced at the Broadway the- 
atre in 1911, 





Mrs. Annie Harlow, founder and 
former manager and owner of the 
Hamilton theatre, Indianapolis nabe, 
died April 30 in Miami, Fla., where 
she had made her home for several 
years. Daughter, Mrs. Grace D. 
Wolfard, who now operates the thea- 
tre; two granddaughters and four 
sisters survive. 





Mother, 61, of Vivienne Segal, 
musical comedy and vaude singer, 
died of a heart attack at her home in 
New York April 30. Also surviving 
is another daughter, Louise Segal, 
currently appearing in ‘The Ameri- 
can Way.’ 





Kdward Porter, 84, for years sec- 
retary of the Union co:-aty (O.) fair 
board, died April 27 at his home in 
Marysville, O. He was a former pro- 
hate judge and prosecutor. Three 
sons survive. 





Charles E. Dixon, 73, former thea- 
tre-owner of Clinton, Ia., died April 
27 in Des Moines. With J. B. Stew- 
art, Dixon operated the old Clinton 
before picture days and brought 
scores of touring shows there. 





Arthur A. Johne, 54, pioneer mo- 
tion picture projectionist and a re- 
sort owner, died April 29 at his home 
in Sheboygan, Wis. Surviving are 
his widow, father and sister. 





Father, 74, of Sidney Piermont, 
Loew's booking manager, in New 
York, May 4. Ailing for some time, 
he passed on following an operation. 





Jessalyn Van Trump, 44, stage and 
screen player, died May 2 in Holly- 
wood. Surviving are her mother and 
sister, 





Father, 72, of Clifton Webb, musi- 
cal comedy star, died in St. Louis 
May 2, 





Mrs, Anna Chester, 72, formerly in 
vaude, died Monday (8) in Los An- 
geles, 





William A. Carr, 59, stage player 
for 35 years, died May 3 in Los An- 
geles. 





Mother of Joseph Rosthal, chief 
counsel for Metro’s foreign depart- 
ment, died May 7 in New York. 





Ballet H. O. in Melbourne 


Melbourne, April 19. 

Australian-New Zealand Theatres 
is holding the Covent Garden Rus- 
sian Ballet for extra weeks. ‘Black 
Limelight,’ with Henry Mollison, 
Lina Basquette and Frank Harvey, 
opens shortly. 

Same unit will bring in ‘Casino 
Revue’ for season try. Players are 





Violet Carlson, Fred Harper, Thelma 
White, Natalie and Darnelle, Boden- 


He also supported Mrs.| wieser Troupe, Maxine and Bobby, 
| Six Danwills and Bert Matthews. 
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House Reviews 








FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


(Continued from Page 46) 


some torrid jump music, including an 
unrecognizable arrangement of ‘Dark 
Eyes.’ They easily get by on their 
own and when playing the show, but 
a shot of animation could be injected 
into the band’s two vocalists, Arlyne 
Chanler and Frank Borden. Latter 





|has an exceptional baritone vvice. 


but Miss Chanler’s vocal acrobatics 
are not very strong with ‘And the 
Angels Sing.’ Audience liked, her, 
however, despite the on-one-spot 
style. Borden is given a buildup by 
Holtz as a Brooklyn amateur, which 
possibly explains the dead pan and 
no motion, but his voice is surefire. 
He’s a husky and wears a tux, but 
his shoes needed a shine badly at the 
show caught. 

Holtz is the show’s m.c., filling the 
interludes between acts with his 
own gag sessions, almost all of the 
stories being Holtzian dialectic stand- 
ards. He's keeping clean, which is 
something of a novelty for a head- 
liner at the Flatbush, and is a steady 
click. 

Same for Miss Morgan, who gets 
special piano accompaniment and de- 
livers three songs, two of ’em, ‘Make 
Believe’ and ‘My Bill,’ from ‘Show- 
boat.’ Standwiched in is a comedy 
parody of ‘O Sole Mio,’ with Holtz 
prompting the lyrics. It’s a quick 
laugh-getting bit, but the most dis- 
tinctive features of Miss Morgan’s 
turn are her excellent appearance 
and the fact that she’s no longer 
perching on the piano, 

Al Gordon’s Racketeers (dogs) are 
the show’s nominal opening turn and 
good for comedy. Another clicker in 
the same vein is the Marion Bellitt 
and English Bros, turn, spotted im- 
mediately after Gordon. Girl and 
two boys major in knockabout acro- 
batics, injecting also some okay 
hoofing, with the femme on the re- 
ceiving end of much of the mayhem. 

Holtz is the show’s blowoff, featur- 
ing some funny switches gn ‘Music, 
Maestro,” ‘I Married An Engel (An- 
gel)’ and ‘Begin the Beguine.’ The 
same switch on ‘Maestro,’ inci- 
dentally, is being done in the current 
show at the Paradise, Broadway 
nitery, by Jack Waldron. ; 

Layout runs rather long, 77 min- 
utes, but hardly appears that long; a 
compliment for the a 

cho, 


ROXY, ATLANTA 


Atlanta, May 5. 
Gae Foster Roxyettes (16), Bala- 
banow Five, Charles Stewart & 
Harry Martin, Celeste & Charles, 
Jane Pickens, Mike Segal’s house 
band (14); ‘Zenobia’ (UA). 








Jane Pickens, local gal, who made 
good with sisters Patti and Helen, 
gets a nice reception as headliner of 
this show, marking her first stage 
appearance in Atlanta. She sings 
‘F. D. R. Jones’ and ‘When a Gypsy 
Makes His Violin Cry,’ then gets 
laughs with her impression of an 
operatic diva in an outdoor perform- 
ance and battling mosquitos. Her 
final number is ‘Heaven Can Wait’ 
and she went over big at the evening 
show Friday (12) before half a house. 


Show gets started with Victor Her- 
bert’s ‘Maytime’ as the overture. 
Roxyettes open with ‘Babes in Toy- 
land’ number, followed by Balaba- 
now Five, three girls and two men, 
piano accordionists, Troupe is ver- 
Satile, each member being featured 
in individual stints, singing, toe-tap- 
ping, acrobatics, etc., and none of it 

ull. 


Harry Martin, following crossfire 
with his partner, Charles Stewart, 
in box, takes over as m.c. here and 
introes line in prettily lighted pastel 
number to ‘My Reverie’. Femmes 
pose to bring on Celeste and Charles, 
mixed team, who click with their 
ballroom terping, replete with spins 
and twirls. 

Martin and Stewart provide the 
comedy of the bill. They mix hokum 
with singing, Martin strumming ac- 
companiment on fiddle, uke and 
guitar. 


Jane Pickens does her stuff at this | , 


point and closer is an English John- 
nie number by Roxyettes. Luce. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





For the first time in a long while 
the grim undertones of world crises 
are shrouded here with the munifi- 
cence of a spectacle of »2ace. It’s 
the New York World’s Fair opening 
that places the war clouds in the 
background here this week, and the 
reels, particularly Paramount, snare 
the spec in all its emblazoned glory. 

None of the incompleteness harped 
upon by the newspapers is evident. 
Par comes through with what it 
cells its World’s Fair edition, and 
gives the expo excellent coverage. 
With the opening of the Gotham fair, 
it’s particularly noticeable how com- 
pletely relegated to the background 
is the Frisco expo, which this week 


o..ly comes through in a short ree] 
by Universal. 

Antithetical to the Fair ..1eme are 
Italian war maneuvers in Africa 
inspected by Germany’s Goering, ac. 
companied by Italian dignitaries, 
Par caught this also. There’s a dra- 
matic note in the death knell sound. 
ed to Lou Gehrig’s baseball career, 
Metro’s announcer, in describing the 
various phases of Gehrig's career 
treats the situation as if the former 
slugger was ending his career in full 
stride. 

Otherwise, the rezls are pretty 
dull. Norwegian and Danish royalty 
are caught by Par in connection with 
their visits to the Fair While the 
Gehrig yarn tops the sports reels, 
the Kentucky Derby interest is also 
manifest with the showing (U) in 
Jamaica, L. L, of Johnstown easily 
winning the Wood Memorial, which 
sent the odds toppling o- his chances 


to win the Kentucky Derby last Sat- 
urday (6). 


MARRIAGES 


Jane Keith to Warren Munsell, Jr., 
in Pittsburgh, May 6. She's Pitts. 
burgh Playhouse subscription secre. 
tary; he’s son of Theatre Guild biz 
manager and also in legit. 


Nan Grey to Jackie Westrope in 
Phoenix, Ariz., May 4. She's a film 
player; he’s a jockey. ; 

Julie Cabanne to Carlyle Black- 
well, Jr., May 7, in Hollywood. Bride 
is daughter of Christy Cabanne, 
director; he’s actor-son of former 
film star, 

Charlcie Hedge to Oliver H. P. 
Garrett, in Santa Monica, Cal., May 
6. Bride is a former legit player; 
he’s a playwright and scenarist. 

Reta Beery to Albert J. Foyt, in 
Carson City, Nev., May 7. Bride was 
divorced wife of Wallace Beery; he’s 
an L. A. broker. 

Sunny Maxwell to Eugene Thomas, 
in Cleveland, May 11. He’s sales 
manager of WOR, New York. 

Rosita Montenegro (in private life 
Emilie Varouha) to Frederick Lange, 
in New Rochelle, N. Y., May 46. 
Bride is an actress; he is Para- 
mount’s managing director in Cone 
tinental Europe. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Gail Borden, son, In 
Chicago, May 1. Father, now man- 
aging editor of the Chicago Times, 
was formerly its drama critic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Asher, son, in 
London, May 2, Father is British 
film producer; mother is the former 
Laura La Plante, silent screen star. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Einstein, son, 
in Hollywood, May 4. Father Is 
Parkyakarkus, screen and radio co- 
median; mother is former Thelma 
Leeds, film player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rod Mays, son, in 
Hollywood, May 2. Father is in 
KNX, Hollywood, continuity depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Richard, 
daughter, May 2, in Milwaukee. 
Father is engineer at WISN, Mil- 
waukee, 

Mr. and Mrs. George McCaughna, 
twin daughters, in Glendale, Cal., 
May 7. Father is in charge of KNX, 
Los Angeles, building operations, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kalcheim, son, 
May 2, in New York. Father is book- 
ing manager for Paramount, 


DANCE TEAM SPLITS. 
Bombay, April 22. 
Dave Harvey and Cathleene 
Young, dance team faves here, have 
split their seven-year partnership. 
Miss Young has returned to the 
U. S. and Harvey will produce pri- 
vate theatrical enterprises for a local 
rajah. 




















Kirkland Fights 











(Continued from page 1) 


stood that H. M. Olmstead and the 
McLeans of Washington, who are 
said to be interested in the Vander- 
bilt with Jones, were those who par- 
ticularly objected. f 

Stated there were changes made ia 
the play and it is currently being re- 
vised, also that the photographs used 
in the front of the house are similar 
to the type sometimes seen in front 
of burlesque theatres. Kirkland, 
however, through his attorney, Harry 
Oshrin, declares that Jones cannot 
put himself up as a censor, pointing 
out that his play did not draw at- 
tention of the license commissioner 
nor the police. 

‘Someone’ is believed to have 
operated in the red since opening 
and that Kirkland has spent about 
$50,000 on his play. 








— 
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Broadway 


Bob Gillham’s girth has come down i week on the Coast to Charlcie Hedge, | 


a bit. 

Dick Lamarr in from Hollywood 
for visit. 

Donald Randolph to summer in 
Hollywood. 

Bob Powers back to his Par office 
afver illness. ; 

Lep Solomon devised World’s Fair 
feather buttoniere. 

Jim. Finn back after trips to Chi- 
cago and the Coast. 


Charles Tucker, London agent, in} 


town scouting talent. 

Harold Hadley has finished a com- 
edy, ‘Don’t Be Silly’. 

Ole Olsen’s daughter better after 
week’s hospitalization. 

The RKO Harry Mandels will visit 
the Frisco Fair in June. 

Bill Lawrence, Par realty execu- 
tive, has an infected mitt. 

E Paul Phillips and Joe Cooper 
are back from the midwest. 

Judge Hymie Bushel flew to Cali- 
fornia on quick business trip. 

Harry Rubin is out of the hospital 
after an operation on his nose. 

Richard P. Leahy, exhibitor of Bay 
City, Mich., in to o-o the Fair. 

Charles Perry, veteran theatre 
operator, in from Detroit on short 
visit. 

Meyer Berger on the Times is do- 
inz the best sidelight stuff on the 
Fair. 

Frank Camp has gone to Detroit to 
live with his son. He’s retiring from 
legit. 

Cliff Lewis, away from Par studio 
six weeks, left Monday night (8) for 
Coast. 


Bob Shapiro, one of the managers | 


at the Par, N. Y., laid up with -ton- 
silitis. 

Murray Silverstone has decided on 
Great Neck for his permanent resi- 
dence, 

Ernest Emerling of Loew h.o. and 
the missus sails today (Wed) for 
London. 

J. J. Nolan, asst. secy. RKO studios 
in charge of commitments, east for 
two weeks. 

Morris Iushevitz, of Local 306, had 
a week of it in a hospital with an 
infected ear. 

Walter Damrosch, entering Para- 
mount films at 77, leaves for the 
Coast this week. 

Description ‘of the World’s Fair 
along the Broadway sector—Radio 
City with drafts. 

Jack Gould, of the N. Y. Times 
drama staff, on a month's vacation 
in Houston, Texas. 

Doreen MacKay, radio actor and 
producer from Sydney, Australia, in 
town for a Fair visit. 

Carol Stone going to the Coast 
after an engagement at the Maple- 
wood (N. J.) theatre. 

Bill Rowland on his way back to 
Mexico City for another gringo- 
Latin flicker for RKO. 

Yoeng’s cafe, formerly Jim Brad- 
dock’s place, to stage floor show with 
Chinese girl entertainers. 

Moe Siegel, Republic Pictures exec, 
in from the Coast with the wife and 
children for severa] weeks. 

Parites Alec Moss, the missus, Bill 
Pine and Robert Preston did the 
town thoroughly Sunday (6). 

Irene Tedrow, of the Maurice 
Evans company, will vacation with 
her parents at Pasadena this sum- 
mer. 

Alan Dinehart, Jr., trained to the 
Coast Monday (10) to visit his 
mother, recovering from recent auto 
injury. 

Joan Danton, radio actress, to 
Coast by boat to visit her brother-in- 
law, Al Sherman, songwriter, in Bev- 
erly Hills. 

Sam Birnbaum was in court two 
days in a row without any sleep in 
between, due to a sudden death in 
the family. 

Friends tossed a farewell party last 
night (Tues.) for Louis Notarius, who 
ges to the Coast Friday (12) for 

aramount. 

Harold Igo, whose ‘Ohio Doom’ 
has just been optioned by Ann Bur- 
gess, is in North Carolina working 
on a new one. 

Alfred Paschall, who recently 
closed in ‘Hamlet’ and ‘Henry IV,’ 
going to San Francisco next week to 
appear in an expo show. 

Maurice Evans due back from 
Bermuda vacash jin about a week. 
May go to London for an extended 
visit early in the summer. | 

William Bowers has a writing com- 
mitment for two more pictures at 
Columbia. Due back on Broadway 
with a new play in the fall. 

Jack Osterman lost 14 pounds fol- 
lowing a flu attack. Going south to 
recup, Hal Hixon replacing him at 
his 52d street Club Osterman. 

Robert Ardrey left New Orleans 
last week and is due in New York 
early in June after a stopoff in Chi- 
cago. Has completed a new play. 

Hal Danson, of Paramount, expects 
to become a father early in June, and 
probably won't go to the L. A. con- 
vention of company for that reason. 

Henry Senber, ex-N. Y. Morning 
Telegraph, has a public relations 


‘counsel berth at the fair for the 


American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 
George Weltner, assistant to John 
W. Hicks, Jr.. Paramount's foreign 
manager, started his summer vaca- 
tion this week by working on his 
yacht. , 

Geraldine Fitzgerald sails late this 
week for a six-month vacation at her 
home in Dublin. When she returns 


she expects to go directly to the 
Coast. 

Oliver H. P. Garrett, playwright 
and scenarist, who was married last 


former actress, will summer in Con- 
necticut. 

| Anyone going into Metro’s publi- 
city dept. to see a given person, can’t 
| talk to anyone else there without go- 
{ing back to the reception desk to be 
announced again. 

| Bill Pine and Cecil B. DeMille 
; were presented with heavy gold 
_Hamilton watches by the Union Paci- 
tic R. R. for their work in connection 
with ‘Union Pacific’. 

| Wesley Addy and Emmett Rogers 
| will be in the company at the Ann 
| Arbor Drama Festival. Latter sub- 
sequently joins the regular company 
| at Stockbridge, Mass. 

| Sylvia Sidney and Luther Adler 


! 





|}performance of ‘Gentle People’ be- 
i cause of slight illness. 

| Thornton Wilder sailed Saturday 
| (6) for a brief European trip. Ex- 
| plained he wants to see the places 
|!again as he remembers them, before 
they're all blown up in the next war. 

Sidney Howard back from the 
Coast and has gone to his Tyringham 
(Mass.) home to put a fine polish on 
his new untitled play scheduled for 
fall production by the Playwrights. 

The Arthur Piersons (Ruth Matte- 
son) and the Richard Clarks (Vir- 
ginia Campbell) are taking a house 
at Westport for this summer. All 
four are in different Bro ~ legit 
shows. 

Robert Morley, who closed Satur- 
day (6) in ‘Oscar Wilde,’ has no fur- 
ther plans at the moment, but he 
p4# - to remain in the U. S. this 
summer. 
in the fall. 

George M. Cohan, the dailies’ darl- 
ing, got a champ page 1 trailer in 
the nation’s press on ‘We Must Be 
Ready,’ his new rah-rah song intro- 
duced by him at the recent press 
convention. 

The Rockefellers’ new ‘Ask Me!’ 
guides, stationed in front of Radio 
City buildings, say that the natives 
are asking more things than the 
tourists—because there aren't so 
many tourists. 

Biil Schneider, formerly with Par- 
amount as private sec. to George J. 
Schaefer, returned to company Mon- 
day (8) as shorthand-taker for Bob 
Gillham. Margaret Russell is taking 
six months’ leave of absence to have 
a baby. 

Leota Lane, one of the Lane Sis- 
ters, who made her opera debut with 
the Juilliard company March 29, is 
serving on the Musicians’ Emergency 





May tour with the show 


Hippodrome May 22. 

John Hay Whitney and Selznick- 
International have moved from the 
N. Y. Central bidg. to the Interna- 
tional bldg. in Radio City, making the 
sixth picture company te headquar- 
ter in R. C.; Monogram, RKO, Uni- 
versal, Pathe and Grand National are 
the others. 

The Fair’s getting the Broadway 
columnists assiduously for inside 
chit-chat, excepting that the mid- 
way’s been so dead from the start, 
however, so are the cafes of iate. 
The bistros bonifaces can hardly wait 
for after June 15 when the real in- 
flux is expected. 





Paris 


By Huge Speck 





Omar Kiam in from New York. 
Royal Kiltie band at the Alham- 
bra. 


The Spencer Tracys in from Lon- 
don. 


Dett. 

Lys Gauty topping new European 
offering. 

Cirque Medrano shuttered for the 
summer. 

Billy Sparrow featured at Boeuf 
Sur Le Toit. a ‘ 

Maurice Eisenberg, violinist, in 
from U. S. tour. 

Emil Ludwig named Chevalier of 
— of Honor, 

‘Bon Voyage,’ new revue, opened 
at La Lune Rousse. 

Yvette Gilbert planning series of 
concerts in England. 

‘Love Affair’ (RKO) called ‘Elle et 
Lui’ (‘She and He’) here. 

Deportation of Jo Baker’s troupe 
by Argentina creating stir. 

Luna Park, Paris’ Coney island, 
reopening for the summer, 

‘Battiment de Coeur’ will be title 
of Danielle Darrieux’s next. 

Cecil Sorel rehearsing short revue 
due for the Alhambra. Robert 
Vidalin and Spadolini on the bill. 

Eugene Lourie, who did sets for 
‘Grand Illusion’ and ‘La Bete Hu- 
maine,’ planning Hollywood visit. | 

Jean Gabin and Simone Simon in 
from London where they went for 
English premiere of ‘La Bete Hu- 
maine.’ 

Jacques Feyder and cast of ‘La 
Loi du Nord’ ‘The Law of the 
North’) in from Sweden, where ex- 
teriors were shot. 

British Ambassador Phipps and 
French Foreign Minister Bonnet_at- 
tended premiere of ‘Entente Cor- 
diale,” Marcel L’Herbier’s latest. _ 

De Launay, president of the Paris 
Municipal Council, cancelling New 
York World's Fair visit on La 





international outlook 


j|have gone to their Pennsylvania | 
|farm. Miss Sidney missed the final | 


Relief Fund, in arrangements for the | 
Musicians’ Emergency Eenefit at the | 


Nara Padlo held over at the Chez | 


Guardia’s invitation, as a result of 


Lond standees to his concert at Syria 
on Mosque Saturday (6). 
Jimmy Saphier here for a day with 


Jack Davis recuperating at Corn- Joe Feldman on his way back to 
| wall from heart ailment. Hollywood from N. Y. 


| Harry Foster back in _Fred Burleigh going to Maine for 
| again after recent illness. six weeks before checking in at Co- 


| Ganjou Bros. and Juanita back from | hasset for he sumener Wg 1 
'N. Y., then on to Sweden booking. John Waish’s wife and baby dot- 
| Peter Boumphrey off to Hollywood bd have gone to their old home in 
to play in next Sonja Henie picture, N€WPort, R. 1., for the summer. 
Luanne Shaw (formerly Pearl ,, 4tthur Low back to New York for 
| Rivers, daughter of Max Rivers), is) ‘h¢ summer with closing of legit 
'now with Jack Johnson's band. Nixon, where he’s house treasurer. 
| Robert Sherwood and wife off to Billie Mulvihill replaced Nancy 
their summer house in Sussex. where | Steiserwalt for last three perform- 
' they generally stay four months each | @nces of ‘Meet My Sister’ at Play- 
| year. house, 
| Gabriel Pascal expected here in Elmer Kenyon home again after 
|middle of June when ‘Doctor’s| P-a.ing Maurice Evans’ brief road 
| Dilemma’ goes into production at! tour and will go out with him next 
| Pinewood Films studios. eason. 
Emlyn Williams beat the Duches: 
| theatre record with his play, ‘The 
| Corn Is Green,’ which celebrated its 
'250th performance May 2. 
Merle Oberon’s first picture at 
Denham for Alexander Korda will 
be ‘Manon Lescaut,” which Korda 
| will direct. It’ll be in color. 
Five Bottle Party clubs, Cocoanut! Ray Wilson and frau in town to 
|Grove, Paradise, Florida, Cabaret visit the home folks. 
‘Club and Femina, have formed Bot-| Joe Sherman opened new offices in 
tle Party Mutual Protection Assn. the Garrick building. 
Sydney Carroll, too busy with; Bill Kerrigan has 
;newspaper work, will be succeeded Filmack organization. 
| by S. A. Fabes as manager of this! Ian Keith doubling to the Procter 
}summer’s open air theatre in Re-'| & Gamble ether show. 
gent’s Park. Don Pedro returns to local ether 
| Teddy Brown told by his doctor to | under Evans Fur sponsorship. 
ilay off for fortnight, due to slicht Muriel Francis in town to set local 
| heart attack. His place in Charles L. | operations for Max Reinhardt. 
| Tucker’s vaudeville unit taken by Arch Herzoff knocked off 20 
| Stanley Holloway. | pounds and still living on leituce. 
| The Shaftesbury theatre being re- Lou Lavan in from Wichita for 
| decorated for the new Henry Sherek _ huddles with advertising agencies. 
| show, starring Luise Rainer. which Bill Elson stopped off for some 
| opens in London, May 23, after three chinning on way back to Minne- 
weeks out of town, | apolis. 
| Robert Morley’s comedy, ‘Gsod-| Millie Wayne warbling at the Rose 
ness, How Sad,’ was set to close Bowl for first appearance in the 
April 29, but a b.o. spurt encouraged | midwest. 
an indefinite prolonging. Show has | Ed Voynow to New York for east- 
| been running six months. ‘ern Petry confab before heading 
| The Comedy’s next show will have | Kentucky Derby-ward. 
practically the same principals as Esther Ralston in confabbing with 
| current show, ‘Room for Two,’ with | J. Charles Gilbert on new Civic 
| femme lead to be Doroth~ Dickson | Theatre summer stock set-up. 
| instead of Elsie Randolph. ! Capitol Building, once home of 
Aldwych Films, which is doing | many show business offices, being 
‘An Englishman’s Home’ for United | torn down and will be replaced with 
Artists, has offered Monty Berman §a two-story tax-saver. 


the role of an English officer, but | 
. 
Des Moines 


he prefers to stick to costume-sell- 
The R. M. Copelands off to Excel- 
sior Springs. 
Variety club boys having a stag 





harness 





Chicago 





Hal Tate now doing film chatter 
program on WFCL. 


joined the 





ing. 

Erich Pommer holding up his New 
York sailing due to ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
not yet ready. His next picture. and 
last under his contract with Asso- 
ciated British Pictures, is ‘The Ad- | 
mirable Crichton,’ the J. M. Barrie 





producing associate. 


Australia 


By Erie Gorrick 


T. H. Archer, owner and overator 
of the Tromar ballroom, building a 
new summer spot to have two dance 
floors. ° 


| Ronald ‘Dutch’ Reagan, Warner 
| Bros. player, returned to the home 
town to broadcast the Drake Relays 
‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) doing socko | £0r station WHO. 
here, nein Fe to eens in-ball poe 
. : +4 : | shelve y the legislature after it 
BB en catia exiting in the | vnade the house. 


Greater Union opened its new Lib- — 1 Bae 'Ge Ralph Branton, 
erty, Melbourne. 7 ; Dave Dewey, L. M. McKechneay and 
Nicola, magician, doing top biz in. A. G. Stolte, of Tri-States, cara- 
Melbourne for Sir Ben Fuller, vanned over to Omaha. 

‘Pygmalion’ (G-B) still alee! Vincent Lopez wired gardenias for 
top grosses in Sydney and Mel- all the gals dancing at the Tromar 
bourne, ' two nights before his arrival. There 


Johnny Glass is in charge of Hoyts’, Were, 600 femmes present. 


: : : | Nelson Eddy’s concert at the 
Munro's U $ visit during Charles shrine a complete sellout of the 
Management of Wirth’s Circus pager 3S a wae mee eollent- 

. S| ing about $6, or evening. 
eridies of Sy oar y.., #8 | Hagenbeck-Wallace has withdrawn 
Sir ‘Victor Wilson, who quits as| suit against Aversa Blacaman, hyp- 
’ s notist, which has been on file in 


head of Motion Picture istribs’ softens 4 
y ed xt month, is holidaying in! —" district court here since last 
| New Zealand. |” ‘Tri-States bo 
, - s ys who attended the 
Here Mcintyre, Universal, and | ynion Pacific shindig in Omaha in- 
, Cecil Marks, UA, the only two dis- | eluded A. H. Blank, G. Ralph Bran- 


|trib reps not tripping to U. S. for: : 
; ; ton, L. M. McKechneay, J. J. Deitch, 
| huddles with their chiefs. | Dave Dewey, A. G. Stolte. 


' Pauline Lord is due here soon for 
la legit run under the direction of 

St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 














Australian-New Zealand Theatres. | 
Ian Keith will co-star with her. | 

Many applications have been re- 
ceived by the Films Commission in 
connection with theatre erections. 
a aa =~ their in-| 
tention orehand in newspapers, | “ 
according to the new act. fo Kentucky Derby. 


Cliff Winehill, late of King’s 
Pittsburgh 


| Horses, m.c.’ing in Chicago niteries. 
By Harold W. Cehen 








George Hirst, who will baton mu- 
nicipal theatre orch in Forest Park, 
carrying extra poundage. 

Harry Lange is m.c. at Forest Park 


, al | Hizhlands, burg’s major amusement 
eae Pte Viney ee park, which started 43d season Sun- 


: : , day (7). 
| Jimmy Di Palma won't lose sight P : ; 
of one eye as originally feared. Al Kavelin and some of his tooters 
; , . . | Visited Lee Keller, reporter for 
|. Mike Shapiro to a hospital in | Gjobe-Democrat, in local hospital and 
Rochester, Minn., for an operation. | serenaded patient. 
| The Tony Lombardos expect the| Jack Rosenzweig, manager of Man- 
| stork for the second time late in Sep- | chester, is major domo of Bargain 
tember. Carnival fostered by Manchester- 
| Joe Mazzei, of Art Cinema, in hos- | Chouteau Businessmen’s Assn. 
| pital convalescing from a serious op-| Midget auto racing season started 
eration. |in Alton, Ill. First day’s racing re- 

Catholic Theatre Guild wil) close | sulted in two drivers injured seri- 
season next month with ‘Father Ma- ously and several others bruised in 
| lachy’s Miracle.’ | Smashups. 

The Harry Seeds at Erie ‘Pa.} bed- | Around 350 femmes, ranging in 
'side of their son, Martin, suffering! ages from 16 to 45, showed up at 
{from pneumonia. | American theatre to try for 29 places 
| Rufus Blair due in from Par prais-|in Municipal theatre singing chorus. 
‘ery on Coast next week for annual | Jobs pay $30 per week for 12 weeks. 
| visit to drama desks. | Greater St. Louis Singing Society, 
| Dave Broulys, Charlie Rileys and made up of 150 warbling business- 
_Johnny Marinos all back from St.;men and industrial leaders, being 
Petersburg vacations. formed, Auditions being held by St. 

Paderewski drew several hundred i Louisans, Inc., at studios of KMOX. 











play. Charles Laughton is his ABP | Friday night (12) for reorganization. | 


The bill to tax)! 


Hollywood 


Sid Rogell back from Honolulu. 
Jed Prouty to Maine for vacation. 
J. P. McEvoy here for the sum- 
| mer. 

| Natalie 
Brown. 

Terry De Lapp back from Des 
Moines. 

Larry Kent back from home office 
huddles. 

Nunnally Johnson back from 
Broadway. 

Victor McLaglen deep-sea fishing 
off Mexico. 
| Miriam Hopkins back to 
| after illness. 

June Martell recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 
| Elsa Maxwell slated for 60 lectures 
| this summer. 

A. G. Doyle in from Japan on an- 
nual vacation. 

Meyer Levin in town gathering 
mag material. 

Doris Keny n in Reno to divorce 
A. D. Lasker. 

Marjorie De Haven Reilly divorced 
Thomas Reilly. 

Al Smith and brown bowler visit- 
ing the studios. 

Ernst Lubitsch scouting locations 
for ‘Ninotchka’. 

Edmund Lowe to Holland, Mich., 
for tulip festival. 

Bruce Cabot recovering from in- 
juries in motor crash. 

Gus Edwards going to Colorado 
Springs for his health. 

Russell Crouse checked in at Para- 
mount for writing job. 

Harry Leon Wilson seriously jl] at 
| his home in Carmel, Cal. 

Ben Cammack back from tour of 
South Africa and Far East. 

Nelly Kelly doing personal ap- 
pearances in the midwest. 

Malcolm St. Clair going to Hawaii 
on first vacash in two years. 

Lillian K. Leighton returned as 
head of Selznick’s research depart- 
ment. 

Ill health caused Aaron Rosenthal 
to resign as head of Republic's legal 
department, 

Pacita Paredes, daughter of Philip- 
| pine high commissioner, playing bit 
| role in ‘The Real Glory’. 

Harry M. Warners announced en- 
gagement of their daughter, Betty, 
to Milton D. Sperling, screen writer. 

Sam Blythe has recovered fully 
from injuries sustained in a fall ear] 
in the winter on the Family pre 
steps, San Francisco. 

Carrie Moore, Australian actress 
who played the ‘Merry Widow’ role 
on the legit stage in Australia, is 
guesting here at the home of Betty 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 





Draper divorced Tom 





work 














Joe McGrath again hosting at the 
| Anchorage. 

John Nolan, of Comerford, il] in a 
| N. Y. hospital. 
| Morris Kret, of Affiliated Circuit, 
seriously ailing. _ 

Hallie Flanagan in to consult with 
local heads of FTP. 

Showmen’s club arranging a din- 
ner for Ray O’Rourke, Doris theatre 
op, former prez. 

Les Quailey, of N. W. Ayer, toured 
south to look over Atlantic Refining 
baseball spielers. 

Moe Freeman, ex-stick swisher at 
the Ritz-Carlton, bedded with pneu- 
monia at Mt. Sinai hosp. 

Norbert Nawn, doorman at Lans- 
downe theatre, doubles between tick- 
et-chopping and the organ. 

Stanley theatre employes feted 
manager Al Reh with an after-the- 
show surprise party for his birthday 
last week, 

Marty Goldenberg, of the State 
theatre, got himself a smack in the 
schnoz from a patron who refused 
to stay in line. 

Dave Yaffe out as secretary and 
counsel of new Allied unit here. 
Sally Fisher, formerly with N. J. Al- 
lied, taking his place. 

Warners negotiating with Valley 
Forge Military Academy for Aiming 
of a pic on the grounds. ‘Dead End 


Don Ameche paused here on way Kids’ to be featured if deal works 


out. 

Next Mask and Wig show will be 
tagged ‘Great Guns,’ with musie and 
lyrics again by Bick Reichner and 
Clay Boland. It’s a_ streamlined 
western, in standard musicomedy 


formula. 
Kansas City 


By John Quinn 


_ Don Ameche and-Dave Rubinoff 
in over the week-end. 

Paul Pendarvis and orch in at the 
Terrace Grill. Frank Dailey and 
crew moved out Friday (5) after 
three-week stand. 

Bryant Washburn, Leo Pellet and 
Ralph Rowland in town working out 
promotion for Jesse Lasky’s ‘Gate- 
way to Hollywood’ cc test. 

Maxine Tappan, K. C., songstress 
formerly with Henry Busse and Ed- 
di: Duchin, warbling in the Hotel 
Phillips Cabana. First loca] appear- 
ance since becoming a rro. 

Variety club throwing 2 farewell 
dinner for Bill Warner, former War- 
ner Bros. exchange manager, who 
leaves for biz connections in Cali- 
fornia. Jimmy Winn, ex-Grand Na- 
tional divisional manager, takes over 
at the WB exchange. 
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WHAT THEY 


THINK 





Radio Day on Campus 


Stockton, Calif, 
Editor, VARIETY: 

You may care to know that the 
College of Pacific at Stockton, Cali- 
fornia, will stage its first annual 
Radio Day on May 11, 1939, at which 
time the school will do honor to its 
campus radio director, John Crab- 
be, and entertain several radio stars 
at an assembly and luncheon. The 
event is being sponsored by the 
campus newspaper, The Pacific 
Weekly. 

NBC in San Francisco is co-op- 
erating through its promotion and 
sales manager, Robert J. McAn- 


drews, who has promised to send at! 


least six radio personalities. Ira 
Blue will m.c. the event, and will 
interview the guests at the 10:45 
a. m. assembly in the college audi- 
torium. 

We feel indebted to radio and 
what it can mean to a campus and 
to the development of students in 
radio classes, forensics and radio 
drama. The campus studio broad- 
cast from KWG seven times each 


With us, any horse” that wins is a 
wonder horse.) 


for continuing to be a press agent 
is that occasionally some mention of 
his exploitations are made in the 
press, hence our rise to protect our 
claim to priority in the idea of pre- 
senting the tale of a horse on the air 
in a personal 
that’s no horsefeathers. 

Jerome E. Olenick, 

(Weintraub-Olenick.) 


’Twas Dolly, Not Lya 
Holly wood. 
Editcr, VARIETY: 





| ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ appear- 
|} ing in the May 3 issue, Lya Lys was 
'eredited with the portrayal of the 
| Nazi hairdresser-spy in the film. 
| Dorothy Tree actually appeared in 
‘the role and as the comment was 
favorable I would appreciate a cor- 
‘rection. The error was undoubtedly 
due to the fact that Miss Lys is 
under contract to Warners and, as a 
consequence, has received more pub- 


week, some sort of a record for any | licity in conjunction with her role 


Pacific Coast college. 
Radio Day. 
Galen ‘Stub’ Harvey, 
(Alias the Cat’s Whisker, College of 
Pacific Weekly). 


Hence our 


A Posy for Dave Vine 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

You are in error re story printed 
in issue of April 26 concerning 
benefits control ‘conceived by Ralph 
Whitehead.’ Following is accurate 
account of situation and is check- 
able for proof: 

Whitehead, now head of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors, was only 
one of a group of sponsors and unpaid 
officers of the Theatre Authority, 
then known as the Actors’ Better- 
ment Association. The only person 
rating credit for ABA is Dave Vine, 
still active in show business, though 
forgotten among glory grabbers. 

There is a letter of record dated 
April 1, 1932, and which was signed 
by many notables, stating Vine’s 
association with the matter. Signed 
by Charles Mosconi, Herman Tim- 
berg, Maj. Donovan, Pat Rooney, 
Noble Sissle, Georgie Price, Eddie 
Dowling, Arthur Tracy, Harry 
Hershfield as witnesses. Letter gives 
full recognition to Vine. : 

Letter was written by Dave Vine 
to his daughter, Harriette, to com- 
memorate the occasion. It tells of 
the formation of the ABA and con- 
tains laudatory quotes from all who 
attended and signed. 

Whitehead’s own quote is: ‘Your 
father has done a great good. May 
your daddy and the ABA live long.’ 

Further, the ABA grew into the 
Theatre Authority and was also the 
nucleus of the AFA. Both sprung 
from the same tree, AFA currently 
using the original charter of the 
ABA. 

I would like to see this included 
in your letter-to-the-editor depart- 
ment, first because of accuracy, be- 
cause it makes a good story that few 
really know and because your fair 
paper should give credit where it is 
due. 

Dave Burns. 


Pedlar & Ryan Invaded 


New York. 
Editor, VaRIETy: 


I regret to note that in VarIETY you 
disseminate the canard that we are 
about to cultivate a farm in Chi. 
Nothing could be further from the 


truth. 


Worst of all, some 400 stranded 
actors have already written me on 
this false rumor, and I have been 
forced to acknowledge that you for 
once are wrong, and my lawyer will 


see you for the postage. 
Tom Ryan, 
Pedlar & Ryan, Inc. 


No Horsefeathers 
New York. 
Editor, VaRIEty: 
In your issue of April 19, under 


Radio Daffodils, I note that Station | 


KFRC, San Francisco outlet for Mu- 
tual-Don Lee, claims the distinction 


\than Miss Tree. 

Incidentally Miss Tree was an es- 
tablished actress on Broadway be- 
' fore coming to Hollywood and is not 
a ‘new face’ as stated in the review. 

Milt Watt. 





Dover, O., Sets Curbs 
For Outdoor Shows 


Dover, O., May 9. 

Tuscarawas county Agricultural 
Assn. has banned Sunday shows from 
the fairgrounds here, prohibited car- 
nivals at any time and increased the 
ground rental from $50 to $250 a day 
for circuses. Boost in rate means 
there’ll be few circuses in town here- 
after, as the new charge is regarded 
as prohibitive. 

Action is said to have resulted 
from scores of complaints following 
the appearance here last summer of 
the Wests’ Wonder Shows. County 
authorities and police reported there 
was an average of a half dozen beefs 
nightly from persons ‘victimized’ by 
joints on the midway. 





RECEIVER GETS CIRCUS 
Lincoln, May 9. 

Newly organized Clark Bros. Cir- 
cus went into the hands of a re- 
ceiver in Junction City, Kas., it was 
reported here after the show failed 
to appear in Washington, Kas., and 
Diller, Neb. 
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| Fair K.O.’s B’way 











(Continued from page 1) 





are reports that the opening days’ 
attendance figures were bloated, yet 
there is no doubt that New York has 
the greatest show in the world. 


Last week all show grosses dived. 
| The musicals which were expected 
to be the best catch for visitors 
dropped as much as $8,000 from the 
levels of the previous week. While 
B’way show business is hopeful, it’s 
still a guessing contest. Chances 
are that visitors will be so tired 
after viewing Fair that they will not 
have enough energy to see shows, 
that is if they have any money left. 


Complaints about the gypping 
brought reaction at the Fair. Cafes 
are now posting their menus and 
prices and block-long bars with 
rates comparable to New York are 
bound to benefit. The squawks, 
however are not confined to the 
Fair, for neighborhood changes, par- 
ticularly in midtown, have upset 
business. 

Hotels Calling "Em Back 


Hotels which turned out  per- 
manent guests quickly realized their 
mistake. Within a few days those 
ousted were asked to return, with 
the increase in prices moderated at 
least 50%. Cafes which were pa- 
tronized by hotel guests felt the drop 











of being the first to present a race- 
horse on the air direct from a broad- 
casting studio. I’m afraid that 
KFRC will have to be satisfied with 
‘place money,’ because this idea was 
conceived by us about a year and a 
half ago when our client, George 
Jessel, presented Playmay, the won- 
der horse, who romped home at 
Santa Anita at 351-to-1, on his pro- 
gram emanating fiom the Filmart 


almost at once. People who had to 
change residences were missed and 
there are not enough out-of-towners 
to fill the void. 


Fair itself was mostly to blame for 
| the bad biz, but it was the first week 
of daylight time, while greatly 
moderated temperatures sent many 
to the country. There were addi- 
tional legit closings, but it is evi- 
dent there are too many shows and 





Theatre Building, Feb. 13, 1938, over 
KHJ (Los Angeles) Mutual-Don Lee 
Network. (Don’t pay any attention 
to our appellation ‘wonder horse.’ 


the list is likely to be considerably 
constricted before the crowds ar- 
rive, unless fresh bankrolls appear 
to keep the hopefuls operating. 


ae 


As a press agent’s only eidelinn 


appearance...and | 


Due to an error in the review of | 


Wednesday, May 10, 1939 
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| Carny Biz Hit By 
| Restrictions, St. Louis 


St. Louis, May 9. 

Ordinance restrictions, which bar 
earnies from _ residential districts; 
extra vigilance of cops against games 
of chance, plus cold and rainy 
weather have crimped the local 
carny season so far, ' 

The restrictions, etc. have dis- 
couraged some of the larger outdoor 
shows that usually hit this burg 
early in the spring, and whereas an 
average of a dozen are in operation 
at this time of the year, less than 





biz below expectations. 


ROSES $170,000 
COMMERCIAL 
TRAILERS 


Billy Rose is reported to have re- 
ceived a good chunk of his Aqua- 
cade production cost back through 
the sale of vending rights within the 
New York State Building to Pabst 
beer, Chesterfield cigarets and Pepsi- 
cola pop. While the figure isn’t of- 
ficial, it’s said he got $170,000: from 
all three. Aquacade’s production 
nut was $325,000. 

Pabst, Chesterfield and Pepsicola 
also get commercial plugs over the 
show’s p.a. system in return for 
their coin; The Pabst and Pepsicola 
deals are outright subsidies, while 
Chesterfield is paying for the privi- 
lege of plugging its cigarets via pro- 
viding uniforms and notated boxes 
for the five girls who sell ’em. They 
also sell the other brands of smokes, 
but Chesterfields are pushed. They’re 
20c a pack, however, 5 cents and 
more over the price in spots outside 
the Fairgrounds. 

Pepsicola, though, is keeping its 
price down to the usual nickel, but 
Pabst is higher at the Aquacade than 
in city restaurants and bars. 


FRISCO FAIR IN 
BIG SHAKEUP 


San Francisco, May 9. 

Long predicted shakeup of brass 
hats heading the 1939 Golden Gate 
International Exposition got under- 
way last week when Harris D. H. 
Connick, general manager of the 
Fair, stepped out. Although Connick 
is no longer on the expo payroll, he’s 
remaining on the staff in an ad- 
visory capacity in connection with 
the staging of the Shuberts’ ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ in the California Audi- 
torium next week. 

Until the smoke has cleared the 
driver’s seat will be taken by Atholl 
McBean, chairman of the Fair’s 
board of directors. When the house- 
cleaning has been completed, it’s 
rumored that either Dr, Charles 
Strub, prexy of the Santa Anita race 
track, or Louis R. Lurie, local capi- 
talist and theatrical figure, will boss 
the expo. 

George Whitney, co-owner of 
Playland at the Beach, is the new 
boss of the Gayway. Under him is 
Major Art McCrystal. J. Edward 
Brown is the new expo-Gayway lia- 
son man, and Ray Maxwell has been 
retained in charge of restaurants. 

McBean states that the streamlin- 
ing is expected to be completed 
within two or three weeks. 

Wage claims totaling $2,200 have 
been filed by dancers and other em- 
ployees against the owners of the 
closed Greenwich Village, John 
| Castle and Harry Seber. 


Rodeo Star Badly Gored 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

Grant Marshall, cowboy gored by 
a steer at the annual 10-day Du- 
quesne Garden Rodeo last week, is 
in a critical condition at a hospital 
here following an emergency opera- 
tion. 

Marshall, after the accident, hob- 
bled away, apparently only slightly 
hurt. When he failed to report the 
next night, however, a search re- 
vealed him unconscious in his room. 
He was rushed to the hospital im- 
mediately and an operation was per- 
formed on his abdomen three hours 
later. 


























50% of that number is on hand, with | 











N. Y. Expo 


(Some of the major free and paid 
shows at the N.Y. World’s Fair will 
be reviewed in detail, in this de- 
partment, during the first weeks of 
the expo.). 


CRYSTAL PALACE 


(25ce) 


Rosita Royce with her ‘dove dance’ 
will probably wind up the Sally 
Rand of the New York World’s Fair. 
So far she’s the most sensational in- 
dividual midway entry in the s.a. de- 
partmient, and already is doing ter- 
rific biz. The way the yokels rush 
to the rails, up-front, for the unpeel- 
ery would make Minsky, Wein- 
stock, Herk and alli their strippers 
cry with shame. At the same tap, 
and in greater comfort, the bur- 
lesqueries have been doing the same 
thing for years. This is strictly a 
stand-up, walk-through, but a long 
show, hence tough on the feet. 


Among the favorable aspects at the 
Crystal Palace is the showmanship 
of the presentation that’s much to the 
credit of entrepreneurs P. Benjamin 
Kaufman and Phil Gelb. Both are 
100% new to the outdoor field, but 
seemingly know what it’s all about. 


In a 700-capacity structure, whose 
decor is more by Thompson-Starrett 
and the Fuller Construction Co. 
rather than Elsie de Wolfe, it’s a con- 
tinual grind. After getting a load of 
the frothing peasants as they rush in, 
the structure sturdiness is a good 
idea. 

The 1853 Barnum era tees off, with 
Arthur Elmer doing a _ creditable 
pitch routine as he introes six ponies. 
Sandow and the Amazonians, under 
the Ziegfeld auspices, covers the 1893 
period. Little Egypt is the piece-de- 
resistance of that era, doing her stuff 
to a throw-money bit that inspires 
some real coin hurdling. The can- 
can on the runway is also embraced 
in that period. 

The second room, for the blowoff, 
includes a replica of ‘Stella,’ the 
famed nude, done here by a real-life 
model. Stella’s prime feature is a 
generous epidermic display from the 
waist up, in reclining fashion. 

Then the bubble routine by Wilma 
Josie and finally Rosita Royce, with 
her dove dance, in a rather aesthetic 
presentation. Miss Royce, around 22, 
is a looker, and does her interpretive 
terps in gossamer covering. For the 
finale the doves peel her, at the same 
time returning to rest on her arms 
and shoulders in pretty postures. 
Apart from the great patience that 
must have taken to train the birds, 
it’s a very effective picture, before 
or after the undrapery. 

Punctuating the spice is a Carrie 
Nation type of femme reformer who 
interrupts and heckles the barker 
and the ‘hussies’. It’s a nice touch. 
A Hammond electric organ, back- 
stage, plays for both portions, 

Wilma Josie, the shapely stripper 
who does the bubble routine, sup- 
posedly typifies the 1933 San Diego 
Expo period. ‘Stella’ portrait is cur- 
rently reviewed at the ’Frisco Fair 
and is the famous nude painting first 
intorduced at the 1893 Chi Expo. 

The organist has his comedy mo- 
ments, during Miss Josie’s bubble 
strip, hy using ‘Wonder What Be- 
came of Sally?’ as a theme song. 

Though the widmay is 50% incom- 
plete, the Crystal Palace has been 
doing a rushing business. Abel. 


MERRIE ENGLAND 


(INCL. GLOBE THEATRE) 
(25¢) 

One of the largest concessions in 
the amusement zone, this replica of 
an English village was still in proc- 
ess of completion early this week. 
Its main attraction is a copy of the 
old Globe theatre where Shake- 
speare’s plays were originally pre- 
sented. It opened Monday (8) eve- 
ning and drew the critics who now 
have attended openings at the Fair 
for the second time in three days 
(they sat in for the Acquacade start). 

Located on Fountain Lake, the 
breeze which swept the water made 
it uncomfortable in the open but 
okay in the theaire. Entrance to the 
latter is an extra admission at 40c 
top. Admission to the village is 25c 
for which a varied show on the green 
is given, but it was too chilly to hold 
the limited customers, besides being 
uncomfortable for the players. 

Principal feature of that show is 
the Christiansens’ animal act, con- 
sisting of 10 horses, two Shetlands 
and a dozen great Danes. Albertina 
Rasch has a ballet, Russell Bradshaw, 
an escape artist, is a specialist, there 
also being on hand the Welch Choir 
and Dragenham Pipers. A pageant 
called the ‘Queen of Scots’ is also 
on the green. 

Spacious quarters on the second 
floor of the main building are occu- 
pied by the Sulgrave Club, member- 
ship of which is made up of British- 
ers. Membership is $100 yearly and 
it is the only private club at the 
fair except the more costly Terrace, 
also fronting the lake. 

A crier announces the start of the 
theatre shows, claiming it is the only 
legit house in the world that starts 
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Attractions 








on hand it was decided to go through 
three of the four condensationg 
which constitute the full bill. First 
done was ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream,’ it being followed by ‘The 
Taming of the Shrew’ and ‘Comedy 
of Errors.’ Fourth piece is ‘As You 
Like It,’ all being of the Bard’s light- 
er works. 


The staging was done by Mar 
Webster, English disseter. ag 
attracted attention over there prin- 
cipally for her work with the Maur- 
ice Evans attractions. The actors 
are all members of Equity but be- 
cause of the tab versons, the usual 
rules do not apply. Schedule calls 
for seven performances during the 
day and night. Rhys Williams is 
general manager of the Globe. 


‘Merrie England’ is virtually the 
same as presented at Chicago’s Cen- 
tury of Progress, and the tab Shake- 
speare plus the shops were rated 
among the most successful ventures 
there. Concession has a good chance 
to repeat and, like the Aquacade, is 
in “Times Square,’ the first portion 
of the zone entered by those com- 
ing down from the exhibit area. 

No scenery is used for any of the 
entertainment, all being spotted di- 
rectly on the green. Edmond Stevens, 
m.c., who also doubles in an English 
comedy act with Dale Jackson, apole 
ogized for the unfinisned surround- 
ings and mentioned the  oject was 
only started two months nrevious. 


Louis Topps and Jimmy the Won- 
der Monkey opens. Jimmy goes 
through his antics on a smal’ rect- 
angular table playing ball, swinging 
a golf club and climaxes his five- 
minute bit with a nice impression 
of Sally Rand’s fan dance. Monk 
screens himself behind a small pink 
fan and peers coyly at his observers 
from behind its protecting surface. 
A fave with the kids. 


Harry Fetterer, with a standard 
Punch and Judy routine, also scores 
with a nice setup, although it was 
difficult to hear the dialog in the 
top tiers. Much of this probably can 
be ascribed to a strong cross-wind 
which arose along v.ith the showers 
in late afternoon. 


For sheer novelty Merrie England 
should rate bows for the Dagenham 
all-girl Bagpipe and Drum unit. 
There are 25 girls in all ranging 
from 14 to 18. A striking victure 
in black velvet hats and jackets, lace 
collars, Scotch plaid shawls and 
skirts, they march through the green 
playing several English airs and 
close with the easily recognizable 
‘Suwanee River’ and ‘Over There.’ 
While all the lassies are exception- 
ally well built, their | op gr 
stand them in good stead, for, to 
produce such prolonged pitches 
peculiar only to their i. truments, 
they require copious lungpower. 

John T. Schless, wealthy Chicago 
contractor who had the concession in 
Chicago, also has it here. Estimated 
that his investiment is around $300,- 
000 and with the shops added the 
total cost may reach a half million. 
There are two taverns where re- 
freshments and meals are moderate- 
ly priced, a factor that should im- 
prove the spot’s chances. Ibee. 


E. I. DU PONT CO. 


(FREE) 


‘The wonder world of chemistry’ 
aptly describes the free lectures and 
highly imaginative marionette show 
in the E. I. du Pont building, located 
a short distance from U. S. Steel’s 
headquarters. Fanciful creations of 
the company’s chemists form artistic 
decorations for the big hall. Every 
phase of laboratory creative work is 
vividly described with_ illustrative 
tests for visitors. But it’s the series 
of five stages on which the fable of 
chemical research is summed up in 
the language of the layman which is 
bound to draw most attention. 


Oversized marionettes portray the 
significance of Du Pont’s lab work 
in the home, health and beauty, 
clothing, transportation and agricul- 
ture. Each stage has an elaborate 
set, with several hidden scenes that 
are brought into the episode through 
skillful lighting. A clever amplifica- 
tion carries the marionette dialog to 
large audiences clustered about the 
stages, Wear. 


Consolidated Edison 


(FREE) 


The vast diorama, stretching along 
one side of the building and up sx 
stories high, is the show to see in 
Consolidated’s structure. Realistic 
reproduction of New York City, even 
down to subways in_ operation, 
is explained by announcer on sound 
track, with lighting effects synchron- 
ized to his lecture. 


‘Night never comes in the city of 
light’ (NYC) is the theme the nar- 
rator pounds in. Lighting effect, 
which has been made almost as real- 
istic as a motion picture, depicts the 
city from sunset to dawn. Special 
sets, supposed to be interior shots, 
flash out on occasion. One is a re- 
production of Music Hall interior. 


Spot can be easily located because 
entrance is through a curtain of 








on time. Because the critics were 


water, Wear. 
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~ NY. World’s Fair Sideliohts 


Automobiles to be allowed into the exposition grounds is a hot potato. 
Latest treasury department ruling put a ban on all motor vehicles except- 
ing those needed by construction people and by the high expo officials. 
Previously there was a ruling that each newsreel crew would be allowed 
a camera equipment car on the grounds. But the later edict apparently 
temporarily revoked this one, with the result that two newsreels quit the 
grounds in a huff when halted by guards, and refused to cover one day’s 


foreign pavilion dedications. Subsequently, the matter was adjusted, but 
newsreel executives concerned boiled under the collar for hours after 
hearing of the red tape and difficulty encountered, 














One of the tiredest walk-throughs is Jerrold Krimsky’s Amazons show. 
At a 25c tap it’s poor value. Grecian maidens at play is the motif. The 
chumps peek through a large glass panel that runs the length of the 
exhibit. Decor is pale-white in the traditional Grecian manner. Nudity 
is confined to an exposed breast and loose’ Grecian garments. The gals’ 
pseudo-athletic maneuvers are very fatigued, and the popular conception 
of Amazons is a misnomer—they’re more or less normal]-sized alumnae of 
dancing and dramatic schools, palpably tyros. 


Rival concession and midway attraction owners are watching the Amazon 
Girls show closely to see that this walkthrough gets no better break than 
other attractions. It’s all because Jerrold Krimsky is operator. They 
point out that his brother is John Krimsky, head of the expo’s entertain- 
ment. 





Publicity division is trying to work out some arrangement, if the Treas- 
ury Dept. okays, whereby visiting country editors will be shown over the 
exposition grounds in a World’s Fair auto or boardwalk chair, as guests of 
management. Publicity lads figure the amount of goodwill generated by 
the small expenditure should give the exposition a real break in the 
hinterland papers when ye eds get back home. Thus far, several smaller 
city publishers have felt lost while doing the Fair on their own in the 
short time they are in New York. 





One out-of-towner at the expo had out the weeping towel over high 
prices. Claimed he planned staying in New York two weeks with his wife 
but was cutting his visit to four days because of the coin he had already 
spent. He said it cost $2 to park his car 24 hours and $1.50 for two bowls 
of soup and two glasses of beer (latter at the Fair). What he squawked 
mostly about on cafe prices was that he also had to tip the headwaiter 50c 
to get a decent seat. Visitor did not mind paying $10 for $8-a-day room 
but resented being soaked on every side in N. Y. Same man said the 
subway and railroad fares were fair. 





The world’s largest private swimming pool, 275 foot long, is at the dis- 
posal of the 300-odd performers at Billy Rose’s Aquacade, Doing three 
shows over the weekend, right after the 3:30 performance the kids dis- 
ported themselves in the pool, sun-bathed, picnicked from lunch baskets 
they brought along, and Rose hooked up an automatic phonograph through 
the loudspeakers so that they also had music accompaniment. Now the 
midway show bunch is thinking of getting in on the gag, especially morn- 
ings before the first early afternoon show. 





There are no exhibit concessionaire employe passes at the N. Y. Fair. 
Special books, with coupons for cash admission and resembling the form 
gotten out for the press, have been printed for employes but latter, or 
their exhibit employers, have to pay for them. Folder itself is $2, while 
coupons good for one month are worth $3. Employes also have to have 
themselves mugged for identification purposes, as do the season press pass 
owners. 





Weather had been so cold up until last Thursday (4) that several shows 
had electric heaters installed (not a publicity gag) to keep their semi-nude 
dancers warm after their torrid dances. Dolores, femme who is ‘sacrificed’ 
several times daily at the Cuban Village by voodoo dancers, possibly suf- 
fered most because forced to lie prone on a synthetic slab, with little on 
before starting her dance. 





Fairwater Transportation System reported biz since the opening day as 
200% better than anticipated. Company runs motorboats carrying 25 
passengers from the 49th street (East River) municipal pier to the expo- 
sition’s mooring as a public enterprise, with the city and Fair getting a 
cut on receipts. More than 20,000 will have been transported to the 
grounds by the end of this week. 





Some of the stories about the high salaries that labor received at the 
World's Fair are greatly exaggerated. For instance, that tale that a car- 
penter working on the Aquacade earned over $130 in one day. Even 
if he worked on the triple overtime scale for 24 hours steadily no carpenter 
could possibly make that much, unless he also sold the lumber. 





The American Express Co., which operates those man and electrically- | 


driven perambulators, reports ‘em a huge success. It’s installing another 
200 chairs as soon as they can be built to supplement the 400 already in 
operation. Boys who operate 'em are working on a percentage, same as 
taxi drivers, and a few report earnings and tips totaling over $15 some days. 





Lincoln Dickey, who is Billy Rose’s general manager at the Aquacade, 
was the Whalen of the Cleveland Exposition, which was 100% complete 
on opening day. Rose is reported to have offered Dickey to Whalen gratis 
for a couple of weeks in any advisory capacity Whalen could ask, but this 
was nixed, 





Concession managers in the midway say they have been promised com- 
plete paving of the entire zone by May 10. They reported virtually all 
street lighting finished early this week. 





Dick Maney was called in as special press representative by Billy Rose 
for opening of his aquacade in order to secure full coverage from legit 
show critics. Sidney Spier and Dorothy Ross will handle from here on. 





Front walks at several sideshows are so arranged that those rolling 
boardwaik chairs can be propelled right inside without visitors having to 
get out. 





Hall of Music thus far has been used strictly for tony concerts and 
recitals, with the scale within the means of only the wealthier and so- 
cialities. ° 





Bally lad at Crystal Palace shouts, ‘Rosita Royce, the girl who puts all 
fan dancers to shame.’ 





Sandwich men at Coney Island have started carrying signs with this 
slogan: ‘Bathe at Coney Island. Bake at Flushing.’ 





Frank Buck’s ‘Jungleland’ gave free shows at night until late in the 
week because electrical installations were not completed. 


OUTDOORS 


~——— 








N. Y. Fair B. 0. to Date 


While the opening day estimate of 
1,000,000 paid attendance was not 
reached, the New York World’s 
Fair stood up well in comparison 
with any world exposition ever held 
despite four days of bad or uncertain 
weather. Rain early Sunday eve- 
ning (April 30), cut down opening 
day attendance, but official figures 
show that 605,504 paid their way into 
the Flushing Meadows ground, 


Official compilation showed that 
1,701,576 had paid to see the Fair up 
until and including Monday (8) night, 
This compares with 582,556 paid ad- 
missions in the first nine days at 
Chicago’s Century of Progress expo- 
sition. That fair opened on Satur- 
day, May 27, which means that two 
Sundays were included in the total. 
Biggest day at the N. Y. Fair, outside 
of opening day, was last Sunday (7) 
when 222,423 are supposed to have 
registered paid admissions. 


CUT INN. Y. FAIR 
Toe ADMISH 
UNLIKELY 


Nothing is expected to come of 
the proposed 50c gate at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair, after 9:30 p.m., but at 
least the concessionaires’ squawks 
have made the top Fair executives 
conscious of the midway problem. 
Joe Rogers (Dufour), Moe Gale 
(Savoy), Frank Darling (Children’s 
World), Charles Dash (Cuban Vil- 
lage) and Jack Arrington (Sun Val- 
ley) met Grover Whalen and put 
in a terrific beef on the unpaved 
midway, deficiency in electric light- 
ing, lack of ballyhoo fireworks, etc., 
and insisted that a 50c gate, after 
9:30 p.m., 30 minutes before the In- 
dustrial Exhibit area closes, would 
help the amusement zone. 

Whalen promised to rectify the 
midway’s physical shortcomings by 
tomorrow (10) and promised to ‘take 
under advisement’ the rest of it, in- 
cluding the four-bit gate. Most of 
paving was finished Saturday (6) 
and better lighting perfected by that 











night. 
Rogers headed the committee 
which called on Whalen Friday 


evening (5), following a_ protest 
meeting earlier that afternoon at- 
tended by nearly all the midway 
concessionaires. Billy Rose was a 
notable absentee from the protest 
proceedings. 


The committee squawked plenty, 
telling Whalen they would bring 
court proceedings if the midway’s 
generally unpaved and unlit condi- 
tons weren’t immediately rectified. 
That’s how the May 10 date came 
about, though Whalen had previous- 
ly announced that the amusement 
zone would have a gala premiere 
Friday (13). 





Literati 
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World Fair’s walk through, and one 
burley. 

Encouragement for the tyro scrib- 
bler is Dalton Trumbo’s confession 
he wrote six novels and 88 short 
stories before he was able to sell any 
of his writings. 

Irving Tressler, who did a take-off 
on Dale Carnegie with ‘How to Lose 
Friends and Alienate People,’ has 
another on Margaret Halsey, called 
‘With Malice Toward All.’ 

Jack Guenther named racing edi- 
tor of United Press, succeeding 


the UP Los Angeles bureau. 


man, advertising man, 





publication of four new neighbor- 
hood weekly newspapers in N. Y. 
New mag of the arts now in the| 
| making by a group comprising 
| Haydn Cooke, Dale Parker and Mor- | 
| gan Jones. Have formed Uef Pub- 


fices in Rockefeller Center. 

Bill Robinson will be biographied | 
by St. Clair McKelway in a book to} 
be published by Random House in' 
1940. Author’s on the staff of the 
New Yorker and profiled the dancer 





a few years ago in that mag. 


Thomas H. Noone, who resigned be- | 
cause of jill health. Guenther from | 
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Billy Rose's Aquacade With $30,000 
Weekly Nut Looks No. 1 N.Y. Fair Show 





By ABEL 


“The Aquacade Revue’ at New York 
World’s Fair, produced by Billy Rose, 
staged and lighted by John Murray An- 
derson, Songs, Billy Rose, Ted Fetter, 
Dana Suesse, Irving Kahal and Harry 
Warren; arrangements, Hans Splajek; Vin- 
cent Travers orchestra. Costumes, Raoul 


Travers orchestra (24). 





Easily a super-bargain at 40c, 83c 


evening, reserved or unreserved 
seats, weekday or weekend, Billy 
Rose has a surefire winner in his 
Aquacade at the New York World’s 
Fair. Housed in the New York State 


it’s also a dandy trailer for that sec- 
tor of the midway. Rose’s show will 
be shilling plenty of people into the 
N. Y. exhibit. The aquamarine 
amphitheatre seats 10,000. Which, of 
course, explains the economic equa- 
tion on the bargain scale. 


Some 238 people involved in the 
show, plus a backstage crew of 25 
and 150 ushers. It’s broken down as 
follows: Girl dancers, 48; boy danc- 
ers, 24; showgirls, 24; girl swimmers, 
48; boy swimmers, 24; Waring Glee 
Club, 25; Vincent Travers band, 24; 
divers, 11; principals, 10. There’s also 
a reserve corps of swimmers, dancers 
and showgirls totaling 52. 


The show needs $30,000 weekly to 
break; can hit a phenomenal $150,000 
weekly gross if sold out three shows 
a day, which Rose thinks will hap- 
pen more than once during July and 
August. 


The overall personnel at the Aqua- 
cade hits a total of 523, a phenom- 
enal number of jobs for one show 
biz venture. 


Two years ago at the Cleveland 
Expo where Rose and his now gen- 
eral manager, Lincoln G. Dickey— 
then Rose worked for Dickey—put 
on an Aquacade, the scale was $1 
and $1.25, on top of the 50c gate ad- 
mish. The N.Y. Fair gets a 75c gate, 
and that’s necessary also, but, unlike 
the Cleveland high average, the cus- 
tomers will chiefly fluctuate between 
a 40c and 83c admission; children al- 
ways 25c. Also unlike Cleveland, 
which some considered an advan- 
tage, there is no dine-and-dance 
availability. Here they sell Pepsi- 
cola for a nickel and there’s no 
dancing, although there are two lim- 
ited sectors where beer and hot dogs 
are sold at tables. This service may 
be enlarged in time. 

The present show is substantially 
the same as in Cleveland, including 
its two stars, Johnny Weissmuller 
and Eleanor Holm, who was then 
billed with the Jarrett on the end 
of her name. Instead of Walter Dare 
Wahl, the terra firma comedy spe- 
cialty is well taken care of by Willie 
West and McGinty with their stand- 
ard knockabout, house-wrecking an- 
tics, as surefire as ever. 

Miami, Coney Island, the Lido (an- 
nounced by Morton Downey as the 
French Riviera) and the Aquacade 
are the four sequences. Downey 
m.c.’s and is the principal number 
leader with Frances Williams. Lat- 
ter (for the show bunch) is doing a 
comeback after an hiatus. Said 
‘comeback’ started at Jack Oster- 
man’s 52d street (N. Y.) bistro a cou- 
ple of months ago. 

The 10,000 capacity is, of course, 
the largest theatre on the Fair- 
grounds. The huge stage fronts and 
backs the 275-foot pool. Unlike 
Cleveland, where the pool was cov- 
ered by a rolling platform to ac- 
commodate the dancers to Wayne 
King’s music (with changing name 
bands) the Vincent Travers orches- 
'tra flanks one side of the pool, and 
Fred Waring’s Giee Club (25) on the 
other. Both are situated underneath 
the diving boards. There 
dancing; just a straight show. Cleve- 





the choir is the alternate ensemble, 
,effectively utilized for striking 
, choral effects with the band and the 
aqua exhibitions. 


| bay, it’s filtered independent of the 


New publishing firm, Meyer Pub- | vaster area, being properly heated 
lishing Co., organized by Meyer Feld- for personal comfort. 


When it’s | 


thing else again, so far as the aquatic | 
perfurmers are concerned. 

The boys and girls in their one-. 
piece unies are a great flash for the! 
Lionel] Strongfort and Charles Atlas! 
disciples. Their aquatic formations | 
are an optical credit to Floyd Zim- | 


the water ballets. Robert Alton did | 
the térra firma dance formations, and 
Raoul Pene du Bois designed a nifty 
set of costumes, in and out of the 
agua. Zimmerman did the aqua- 
ballets in Cleveland and knows his 
stuff. Technical director Carlton 
Winckler is also an alumnus of the 


Pene du Bois; dances, Robert Alton: aqua- 
ballets, Floyd Zimmerman and Eleanor 
Holm; technical director, Carlton Winckler: 
general manager, Lincoln G. Dickey. 

Stars Eleanor Holm and Johnny Weis- 
muller; features-Morton Downey, Gertrude 
Ederle, Fred Waring’s Glee Club (25), | 
Frances Williams, Willie West & McGinty, 
Marshall Wayne, Pete Desjardins, Sammy 
and Helen Howard, Jim Patterson, Hank 
Akers, Larry Griswold, Eddie Chamberlain, 
Ray Twardy, Norris ‘Corky’ Kellam: 48 
ponies, 24 boy dancers, 48 swimming girls, 
24 male swimmers, 24 showgirls, Vincent | 


to $1.10, depending on matinee or'| 


Bldg., it easily eclipses the edifice | 
erected by funds from Albany, but! 


is no} 


land featured alternating bands; here | 


GREEN 


Cleveland Aquacade, with John 
Murray Anderson doing a generally 
crack over-all production job. Albert 
Johnson’s decor also rates a few 
bends. 


The billings throughout are cute, 
;such as Aquafemmes, Aquagals, 


*+| Aquadudes, Aquabelles, Aquabeaux 


}and even Aquabuilders for the Willie 
| West and McGinty specialty. 

| Marshall Wayne, Pete Desjardins, 
Sam Howard, Jim Patterson, Hank 
Akers, Larry Griswold and Gertrude 
| Ederie (the latter a nice, showmanly 
| added touch) scintillate in the thrill- 
ing diving sequence. There’s com- 
; edy in the Coney Island portion pro- 
| vided by Eddie Chamberlain, Grace 
|Palmer, Norris ‘Corky’ Kellam, 
| Helen Howard and Ray Twardy. 


Weismuller, straighting for Stubby 
| Krueger, the. latter a great com- 
| edy worker on the diving board, is 
a highlight. Krueger has a nifty 
swim suit-changing bit that’s sure- 
fire, along with his individual com- 
edy antics. Weissmuller also han- 
dles the limited dialog in approved 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer fashion. The 
‘Tarzan’ yell precedes his initial en- 
try from a portable cabana, which is 
the way Miss Holm is also intro- 
duced. 
| Latter, a looker on and off, is par- 
ticularly fetching in her Jantzen. 
i Shows off every point of her per- 
| sonal charms to ultimate advantage. 

There are some dandy songs in 
the score, save for the introductory 
‘It Happened in Miami,’ a n.s.g. lyric 
which Frances Williams scat-sings. 
‘Yours for a Song’ by Downey, ‘Roll- 
er Skating on a Rainbow’ and ‘You're 
Too Good to Be True’ are the oth- 
ers. Finale is a George M. Cohan 
finish out of Warner Bros, and the 
Shuberts, titled ‘Yankee Doodle’s 
Gonna Go to Town Avrain,’ with a 
Shubertian staircase for the ‘parade.’ 
It includes the American flag ’n’ 
everything, the latter a pennant that 
looks like it was built by Omar the 
Tentmaker, But since it’s that type 
of a super spec, that’s ju:¢ a detail. 

Show, since the opening, has been 
cut to a snappy 65 minutes. 

For the premiere, Rose recalled 
his former No. 1 Boswell, Dick 
Maney, who got all the first-string 
critics to meet at the Fairway bus 
station back of the Roxy and go out 
en masse for the preem. Maney is 
doing a special added starter, for a 
month or so, supplementing Sid 
Spier and Dorothy Ross. 

In the 15c souvenir program, Rose 
does a reverse-English and plaudits 
Dickey, Grover Whalen, Albert N. 
Gonsoir, the consultant engineer; 
Peg Willin Humphrey, Dickey’s aide; 
Alexander D, Crosett, architectural 
engineer; his p.a.s; house manager 
R. Victor Leighton, stage manager 
Rube Bernstein, his concessionaire, 
superintendent and even his public 
accountant. That's carrying the 
credits to the hilt. However, judg- 
ing by the sum total, there’s plenty 
of posies to go around. 

The Aquacade is a cinch draw. 


Aquacade, in its first four days of 
regular operation starting Friday 
(5), drew around 70,000 admissions, 
which, considering the attendance to 
| the World’s Fair itself, was tremen- 
;dous. The weekend was especially 
| big, Rose’s show pulling over 50,000 
|people on Saturday and Sunday, 
| which was better than 10% of the 
total admissions to the Fairgrounds 
on those days. 
| Friday, in three shows, Aquacade 
|drew around 11,500, while on Mon- 
day which was an off day for the 
Fair itself, the water show had an 
attendance of around 8,500 for the 
three performances. Attendance for 
the premiere Thursday night (4) 
was 7,500. 


Ask Probe Why N.Y. Fair 
Nixed Vivisection Show 


Washington, May 9. 

Constant tiff over vivisection has 
‘embroiled the New York World's 
Fair bosses, with a congressional] in- 




















vestigation demanded to see why the 
While the water comes from the | management rejected proposals con- 


| cerning an exhibit by the Vivisection 
Investigation League of New York. 
Complaints about discrimination 


preparing chilly out of the water, that’s some-' v ere laid before Vice-president Gar- 


ner and Speaker of the House Bank- 
head yesterday (Monday) by lead- 
ers of the movement. Emphasizing 
the New York expo is being helped 
by federal cash, League execs point- 
ed out that ‘display of nude bodies’ 


lications for the purpose, with of-|merman and Miss Holm, who put on/| has been allowed, but thumbs were 


turned down on proposed ‘highly 
educational exhibit’ »y the anti-vivi- 
sectionists. The letter noted that 
peeling in public ‘is certainly a highe 
ly controversial subject’ ir comment- 
ing on the excuse given for deny- 
iv« a vivisection exhibit. 
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says..Want Romance? 





BARBARA STANWYCK 
Then be careful abo 


COSMETIC SKIN” 






























| USE COSMETICS 
#3) BUT | REMOVE THEM 

§/ THOROUGHLY WITH 
“g| Lux ToILet Soars 
| ACTIVE LATHER 











L PASS THE LOVE TEST, 
skin must be smooth and soft, The 
eyes of love look close—and /inger 
—would note the tiniest flaw. 
Clever girls use Lux Toilet Soap! 

This gentle soap has ACTIVE 
lather that removes stale cosmet- 
ics, dust and dirt thoroughly. It's 
so foolish to risk the choked pores 
that cause Cosmetic Skin: dull- 
ness, tiny blemishes, enlarged 


Sue fa kes ; < ae) oe Soap nar : Se - : : 5] 
thistip-hasskin. te  N 
that passes the TO \V 


(\ Don’ WANT COSMETIC 
SKIN TO SPOIL MY LOOKS 
SO | TAKE THE SCREEN 
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STARS’ ADVICE. in the 
Lux ToiLer Soap PARAMOUNT PRODUCTION 
" HELPS KEEP SKIN 








SOFT AND SMOOTH 
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